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HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Vicissitudes of the Colonies — First Trading Posts of Guianar-Brief 
account of progress before 1668 — Tlie Dutch political system. 



THE story of the Colonies which now form British 
Guiana, is one of plodding perseverance rather than 
conqaest. The country has suffered from the raids 
of privateers, capture by the enemy, slave revolts, endemic 
diseases and bad government, the recovery from which 
evils shows that the early colonists were not easily dis- 
heartened. Situated in the tropics, in what is naturally 
perhaps one of the most unhealthy parts of the world for 
Europeans, every acre at present in cultivation has been the 
scene of a struggle with the sea in front and the flood 
behind. As a result of this arduous labour during two cen- 
turies, a narrow strip of land along the coast has been 
rescued from the mangrove swamp, and kept under cultiva- 
tion by an elaborate system of dams and dykes. Scattered 
along the rivers and creeks lie a thousand abandoned plan- 
tations, most of them undistinguishable from the surround- 
ing forest; these represent the failures of the early set- 
tlers. At first sight the narrow line of sugar estates seems 
but a very poor show for such a long struggle with nature, 
but when all the circumstances are taken into consideration, 
it is almost a wonder that the colony has not been abandoned 
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2 HISTORY OP BRITISH GUIANA. 

altogether. In giving an account of the success 3S and 
failures of Dutch, English and French colonists in British 
Guiana, I shall endeavour to trace the diflTerent factors in 
what was generally very slow progress, but oftener looked 
like retrogression. 

In some respects the history of Bssequebo, Berbice 
and Demerara, is like that of the West Indies generally. 
They owed their very existence to the negro slave trade, 
without which it is probable they would never have got 
beyond the first stage of Trading Factories. Although the 
country was fairly well peopled, having hundreds of 
Indian villages scattered along the banks of its rivers, the 
aborigines had very little influence in developing the colo- 
nies. Nevertheless the natural owners of the land had to 
be taken into account and to be conciliated before even a 
trader could establish his dep6t. The fierce and warlike 
Carib held his own against the Spaniard along the whole 
line of seaboard from the Orinoco to the Amazon, and it 
was only by the fellow-feeling of enmity to a common foe, 
that the Dutchman was able to carry on his trade. The 
fact that the Netherlands were at war with Spain, was the 
great point in favour of the Hollander, while his justice 
and kindness to the natives, in all his dealings, gradually 
produced a feeling of cordiality, that had not hitherto 
existed between the red and white man. 

Towards the end of the sixteenth century, small Dutch 
vessels began to trade in the West Indies for salt, — an 
article of prime necessity for the fisheries. This trade 
became of such importance in the first quarter of the 
following century, that the English coupled the Dutch 
and Spaniards together under the title of ** Lords of the 
West Indies." A hundred vessels were employed annually 
in bringing salt from different places, one of which was 
Araya in Venezuela. Some of the traders sailed along 
the coast of Guiana and opened up a traffic with the 
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natives. Axes and knives^ beads, trinkets and gaudy oma- 
mentSy were exchanged for cotton, hammocks, pita hemp, 
anatto, letter-wood, gum animi, balsam copaiba, and last, 
but by no means least, the Dutchman's idol, tobacco. As 
the natives lived from hand to mouth, the traders were 
often disappointed in getting what they wanted, or subject 
to great delay while negotiable articles were being collected. 
To prevent this, depots were established, and a few men 
left in charge of a little store until the return of the vessel. 
Two such dep6ts were established in Quiana about the year 
1580, the one in the Pomeroon, and the other at a small 
Indian village called Nibie in the Abary Creek. Thus com- 
menced the Dutch settlement of this colony. As very few 
men could be spared from the vessels, only about ten were 
left at the store, one of whom was naturally made Com- 
mander, with all powers of administering justice and settling 
quarrels among his subordinates. Provisions were supplied 
and kept in the store, from which they were distributed in 
rations according to the rules on board ship. The Com- 
mander superintended the trade and kept the goods in order, 
fixing the quantity of cotton or balsam copaiba which 
should buy an axe or knife. The Indians were naturally 
very pleased to have a shop near them, and would often 
make an extra number of hammocks or cut a few logs of 
letter-wood, so as to get some coveted article. When the 
vessel retarned, the Commander gave account of his trans- 
actions and generally went back to the father-land, while 
another of the crew was left to remain during the ensuing 
year. 

In the early part of the seventeenth century the post was 
removed from the Pomeroon to a little island at the junc- 
tion of the three rivers, Essequebo, Massaruni, and Cuyuni. 
Here a more substantial post was established, in a building 
said to have been erected there by Spaniards about 1591. 
j A fort was built and armed with a few small guns and named 
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4 HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

in honour of an influential Dutch gentleman, Fort ter Hoo- 
gen, but this appellation soon gave place to the descriptive 
name of Kyk-over-al (See over all). The poor fellows who 
resided at this lonely spot from the departure of one 
vessel until the arrival of her successor, were provided 
with a few Indian slaves, to act as general servants. "With 
their aid small fields of cassava and other vegetables were 
planted at Cartabo Point, and thus the first cultivation for 
Europeans in Essequebo was commenced. 

In 1621 the merchants of Zeeland who had established 
the trade with Essequebo joined with others to form the 
West India Company. With its grant of all unoccupied 
territory on thiB West of Africa and East of America, it 
naturally became the possessor of Essequebo and its little 
fort. As soon as the Company was in working order, a 
Commandeur and a few soldiers were sent to Kyk-over-al, 
and the settlement became a military as well as a trading 
establishment. The Company tried to increase the traffic, 
but without much success, as it spent very little money 
on such a paltry place, while the captured Spanish Gal- 
leons were giving millions of prize money and Brazil was 
ready to fall to its arms. The regular vessel was sent 
annually, but little profit resulted, since the expense of even 
this small military establishment made the difierence be- 
tween profit and loss as compared with its late position as 
a private trading post. The question of its abandonment 
was often mooted, but as there were always a few Zeelanders 
in the Company who hoped for better results in the future 
and voted for its continuance, Eyk-over-al was allowed 
to remain. However, in the year 1657, when the Com- 
pany had lost Brazil and was insolvent, so that even a 
small loss could no longer be borne, it was resolved to 
abandon Essequebo. The old supporters of the settlement 
then came forward and ofEered to take over all the set- 
tlements in Guiana, which then included a little colony in 
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Cayenne. This was agreed upon after some deliberation, 
and a Company consisting of the Burgomasters of Middle- 
burg, Vlissengen and Vere, together with certain other 
shareholders of the Company, became lessees of Quiana, 
which they now named Nova Zeelandia, on condition of 
paying the Company 260 Flemish pounds (£125) annually 
from the profits of the sale of Anatto. 

The Zeelandia Company, as it may be called, immediately 
set to work to put the existing settlements into better 
order, and establish others, one of the latter being in the 
Pomeroon, which was really the first attempt to colonise 
Essequebo. Two Commandeurs were appointed, the prin- 
cipal to govern at Kyk-over-al and his subordinate in the 
new colony, and every inducement offered to intending 
settlers. Pamphlets were published, giving exaggerated 
accounts of the wonderful fortunes to be made by growing 
sugar in Nova Zeelandia, one of them being translated into 
German, in hopes of enticing the people of the neighbour- 
ing States to emigrate. According to this work there 
were many advantages in Guiana as compared with t\^e New 
Netherlandjl (New York). Land was free, slaves could be 
obtained on credit, and in two or three years a man might 
own a fine estate worth several thousand guilders. Com- 
mandeur Gbobnwegel sailed for Kyk-ov6r*al in the early 
part of 1658, together with Coenelis Goliat his subordi- 
nate, and a number of emigrants for the new colony. A 
vessel was sent to Africa for a load of slaves, a fort was built, 
and a town laid out (on paper), and altogether a fair 
beginning was made. Many of the new settlers were 
Jews who had been in Brazil, and under their tuition a 
number of small plantations were cleared and planted with 
canes. Soon afterwards sugar from Nova Zeelandia was 
on sale in Middelburg, and the Company was congratu- 
lating itself on the progress it was making. This fair 
prospect did not last long ; in 1665 England declared war 
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against the • Netherlands, and early in 1666, Major Johk 
SooTT, under the guidance of a party of Caribs, attacked 
the Pomeroon colony, destroyed its little fort, and pillaged 
and burnt the plantations. Going on to Kyk-over-al he 
captured that also, and leaving a small garrison to hold it 
for England, went back to Barbados to boast of having 
done a wonderful amount of damage to the enemy. The 
few English soldiers were soon routed out of Kyk-over-al 
by the Commandeur of Berbice and subsequently the fort 
was re-garrisoned in 1667 by Commodore Ceynssen on behalf 
of the States of Zeeland. Almost without provisions, and 
entirely devoid of articles of trade, Kyk-over-al and Pome- 
roon waited for supplies, and waited for a long time in vain. 
The Zeelandia Company was ruined, all its advances had 
gone for nothing, while the debts on slaves were irre- 
coverable from the ruined settlers. The shareholders would 
not risk any further advances, and it appeared as if Esse- 
quebo was now about to be finally abandoned. 

Meanwhile, Berbice had been established as a trading 
post in 1627, by Absaham Van Pebbb, one of the Directors 
of the West India Company. Under the arrangements 
with the Company, he became Patroon of a settlement that 
he intended to establish at his own expense, over which he 
would have entire control. Two small vessels sailed for the 
new colony on the 31st of July, 1627, carrying forty men 
and twenty boys. Van Pebbb wanted to get a few women, 
but none would go, probably on account of the evil reports 
of cannibalism and other horrible things on the Wild Coast. 
Fort Nassau was built, and a regular trading station estab- 
lished but it is not probable that any cultivation was 
opened, except perhaps a provision ground. As the trade 
only concerned the mercantile house of Van Pebbb, very 
little is known of it, but it may be stated with certainty 
that the post gave a profit, otherwise it would have been 
abandoned. It was strong enough to successfully defend 



tNTRanVCTION. 7 

itself against a small English Privateer during tlie war, 
while the Commandeur was able td re-capture Kyk-over-al 
from the enemy, although Commodore Cbynssen took the 
credit of the transaction. 

As it will be necessary to continually refer to the different 
corporations which formed the political system of the 
United ProvinceSj as well as those which governed the 
Chartered West India Company, a short account of these 
bodies is requisite. 

The Seven Provinces of the United Netherlands formed 
a Republic, the supreme senate being called the Stales 
General. This Council was composed of a Deputy from 
each province, the President being a Prince of the house of 
Orange, called the Stadtholder. Each province had its own 
council, which went under the name of the States of Holland 
or Zeeland as the case might be, while every city was 
governed by a Burgher Council, with power to make laws 
and administer them quite independent from the others. 
To their High Mightinesses the States General belonged 
the privileges of making war or peace, receiving and des- 
patching ambassadors, and keeping up frontier towns and 
forts, for which purposes they were entitled to levy taxes. 
Important questions were not settled in this supreme coun- 
cil by majority of votes, but every province was bound to 
give consent, for which purpose each Deputy returned to 
his *• States" and laid the matter before the representatives 
of the different cities, who were also obliged to obtain the 
consent of their constituents. Thus, everything of impor-* 
tance was finally decided by the Burghers or citizens, and' 
the government was an example of perfect representation. 
Its great fault was the necessary delay in obtaining the 
consent of so many different corporations, which often 
caused much trouble when immediate action was impera* 
tive. Adjoined to the States General was a Council of State, 
composed of twelve representatives, who deliberated on all 
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matters to be brought before the supreme senate, and also 
discussed financial affairs. 

The West India Company was formed on the model of the 
State, the supreme control being vested at first in a council 
called **The Nineteen" from its number of representatives 
of the shareholders. When the Company was reorganised 
in 1674 the number was changed and the supreme direc- 
torate became known as ** The Ten." This was composed 
of representatives from the Directorate of the provinces 
QftUed ^' Chambers" who were elected by the shareholders i 
As in the " States" so in the " Chambers," there was plenty 
of room for differences of opinion and consequent delay. 

The character of the Hollander is quaintly pictured in an 
old school-book, written at the end of the seventeenth 
century, as follows : — 

** The natives of this Country are reckoned none of the 
Politest sort of People either in thought or behaviour, 
especially the latter, in which they so little endeavour to 
follow the various modes and nice Punctilios of Ceremony 
in Use among their neighbours the French, that they chuse 
rather to run to the other extream. The Chief Quality 
of this People (besides the singular neatness of their 
Houses) is that wonderful Genius to a laudable Industry, 
where-with they seem to be Universally inspired j Persons 
of all Ages, Sexes and Stations, being some way or other 
usefully employed. So Industrious indeed are the Dutch, 
both at home and abroad, that Holland may be fitly resem- 
bled to a large Bee-Hive whereof the City of Amsterdam 
we'll reckon the entry ; where the midtitude of ships that 
one sees daily going out and in, doth lively represent the 
swarm of Bees thronging out and in at the door of the 
Hive when busie at work in a hot Summer's day. By which 
industrious Hand, in carrying on several profitable Manu- 
factures at home, and managing a prodigious Trade abroad, 
theiy have of late advanc'd themselves to such a height of 
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Power and Treasure, as to become even terrible to crowned 
Heads." * 

Such being the constitution of the government, and the 
character of the people who founded these colonies^ it wou^d 
naturally be expected that Essequebo and Berbice would 
advance very slowly, for while the Dutchman was indi- 
vidually very industrious, his rulers were particularly 
dilatory, and the West India Company especially so, 

* 0«ogn^7 Anfttomiz'd or the Qeognphical Oiammar by FAt. Gordon. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE TRADING FACTORIES, i668^i688. 



Desolation of Essequebo and Pomeroon in 1668— The Chamber of 
Zeeland sends Hendrik Eol to look aftea* the interests of the West 
India Company — Settlements handed over to the Zeeland Chamber — 
Terms of the agreement — Rol appointed Commandeur — His dnties — ^His 
character — Berbice under the Van Peeres — ^Arrival of Van Berkel— 
His visits to Kyk-over-al — ^War and its effects on the settlements — The 
West India Company in difficulties — Charter to new Company — Its 
" Articled Letter" — Company wants to get control of Berbice — ^Agree- 
ment with Van Peere — Hendrik Rol dies and is succeeded by Jacob 
Harz — Harz dismissed and Abraham Beekman appointed — ^Instructions 
and Commission of Beekman — ^His character — ^His projects too advanced 
for the Directors — New colony in the Pomeroon — Disputes between 
Beekman and the Commandeur of Pomeroon — Ordinance for regulating 
the trade in Indian slaves — ^Beekman's letter to the Directors — ^Arrival 
of a Predicant — Beekman's extravagance — ^His relations with the Com- 
mandeur of Berbice — Profit by the Company from Essequebo. 



AT the end of the year 1668, Essequebo and Pomeroon 
were virtually ruined and almost deserted, the only 
remains of the two settlements being the small gar- 
rison left by Commodore Cbynssen at Eyk-over-al the year 
before. The energy and perseverance of the founders of the 
Pomeroon colony had been entirely wasted, and now the few 
planters had abandoned the place in despair, hoping for bet- 
ter luck in the more prosperous settlement of Surinam. 
With them went Commandeur Sa£L, while Babbland re- 
mained a little longer at Kyk-over-al, but even he forsook 
his post ton^ards the end of 1668. The settlement was 
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nominally in possession of the States of Zeeland, but as the 
mother country had plenty of work at home, nothing could 
be done for such a paltry place as Essequebo. The small 
garrison however, stayed on, and did the best they could in 
tiie absence of supplies, without a proper head, half -starved, 
and probably suffering from disease. By the pillage of the 
English they were left without ** Indian trade,'' and, imless 
the slaves managed to escape into the bush before the arri- 
val of the English, they could not have had any labourers to 
cultivate the cassava field at Cartabo. A little help was pro- 
bably derived from Berbice, but as the rations at Fort Nassau 
were calculated to last until the arrival of the next vessel, not 
much could be spared. Sometimes a friendly Indian would 
bring some game, or the soldiers catch a few fish, but these 
supplies were naturally very precarious. 

Meanwhile, some of the Directors of the Chamber of 
Zeeland had their attention directed to Essequebo, and set 
about considering what should be done. The '* States'* did 
not care for the place, so there was no difficulty in sending 
a small vessel to reopen the trade. With her went Hendbik 
BoL, a good skipper and trader, commissioned to see what 
could be done to restore Kyk-over-alto its position as a Trad- 
ing Factory. Being a man of considerable ability, and well 
provided with suitable merchandise, he was heartily wel- 
comed by the Indians and disposed of his wares at a good 
profit. Eyk*over-al was again the scene of some commo- 
tion, as the Indians, hearing of the arrival, came from the 
interior loaded with cotton, tobacco, anatto, balsam copaiba, 
&c., which they readily exchanged for articles of trifling 
value. On the return of the vessel the Directors of the 
"Chamber^* were so well pleased that they entered into 
negotiations with the •* States" for the surrender of the set- 
tlement. The matter was decided on the 11th of April 
1670, when a Contract was signed by which the " States'* 
agreed to deliver up to the ** Chamber," the settlement and 

2 
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fort with all its guns and ammunitioDi together with all the 
stores that might be found there, allowing the "Chamber** 
to appoint a Commandeur, and agreeing to keep ten soldiws 
at fort Kyk-over-al. Nothing would be charged to the 
" Chamber" unless the garrison should have been supplied 
with provisions (from Surinam) since the departure of 
Captain Baebland ; if such had been the case, the amount 
should not exceed six stivers per day for each man. The 
consideration on the part of the Company was to be the im- 
portal ion into Surinam of five hundred slaves annually, who 
were to be publicly sold at eighteen months credit, the Gov- 
ernor of that colony being entitled to choose six from this 
number at the rate of 25 Flemish pounds* each. The colony 
of Bssequebo would in future be open to every citizen of 
Zealand, either for trade or settlement, on payment of ton« 
nage dues to the Company, the monopoly of the anatto 
trade being however reserved.t 

The reason why the above stipulation was made was 
because Surinam was then in possession of the States 
of Zealand and the settlers much in want of slaves. As the 
Company held a monopoly of the slave trade, nothing oould 
be done without its help, no colony in the West Indies 
being even able to exist without the indispensable negro. 
The contract was so faithfully carried out during the next 
century that Surinam was always well supplied, while 
Essequebo and Demerara were ignored. 

The agreement having been settled, Hendbie Rol was 
appointed Commandeur at Kyk-over-al. With the vessel 
that darried his Commission, went a Secretary and six other 
servants of the Company, to help him in carrying on the 
Indian trade. His salary was thirty guilders ($12) per 
month with rations, for which small remuneration he 
had many arduous duties to perform. As Commandeur, 

Fletauah poUod was equal to ton shilliligB £iigllBh. f Hartainck's Beschtyviiig tan Guiana. 
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he was Governor of the little settlement, Captain over the 
few soldiers, store-keeper, and last, but not least, Indian 
trader. Up the rivers and creeks, and through the various 
foot-paths, which then int/crsected the country in every direc- 
tion, he led a band of Indian slaves, each carrying a load of 
merchandise, bringing back on his return the more bulky 
result of a toilsome journey. The slaves were generally 
people of inland tribes who had been captured by roving 
bands of Caribs and brought to the fort for sale. It was 
of the utmost importance that amity should be encouraged, 
and even enforced, in the neighbourhood of Kyk-over-al, 
as trade could not consist with native quarrels, and there- 
fore none of the slaves belonged to any of the friendly 
tribes. The vicinity of the fort and the paths for traflBo, 
were therefore centres round which the weaker Arawacks 
congregated, as the Caribs hardly da^red to provoke theii* 
friend the Commandeur. Indian villages were then scat- 
tered all along the banks of the rivers, not as at present, 
only in the interior, but from the fort downwards as well. 
There was even a tendency to an increase of the native 
population in the lower districts, from the encouragement 
given to the production of the various articles which then 
formed the only exports of the settlement. 

By his energy and tact, Hekdbik Rol ^succeeded in mak- 
ing a profit, which gave great satisfaction to the Directors. 
'He seems to have been a good hand at a bargsun, and pn>- 
bably went very near to what we should caU cheating, now- 
a-days. In 1672 an assistant or clerk was sent out, to act 
in his absence on trading joumeyss and Bol's salary was 
raised to fifty guilders. There does not appear to have 
been any private planters in Essequebo at the commence- 
ment of his administration, but with the improved pros- 
pects two or three Zeelanders came to Essequebo and com- 
menced clearing land. Bol proposed that estates should be 
cultivated on behalf of the Company, for which purpose 
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slavias would be necessary, and the Directors, being 
in good humour, sent him two cargoes. On their arriyali 
land was cleared and the Company's plantations were com- 
menced, being principally laid out for cane cultivation. 
The garrison was strengthened, and altogether the pros* 
pects of the settlement began to brighten considerably. It 
mr y be presumed that the very few planters were allowed 
to settle wherever they chose, — ^the country was before them 
and there was no difficulty as to land grants or taxes. 

Meanwhile, in Berbice the old system still prevailed. 
Once a year, a trading vessel was sent out by the Van 
Feeres with the stores and negotisd for the succeeding 
twelve months. The skipper chose and stowed his cargo, 
took it to Berbice, and on his arrival assumed command of 
the settlement. Having filled the store with provisions and 
<< Indian trade" he let his predecessor go home with the 
result of last year's trading, while he remained behind to 
make as much profit as possible during his own twm. As 
in Essequebo, the Gommandeur did his best by inland 
journeys and otherwise, to collect a cargo to carry home 
on the return of the vessel. Thus the whole responsi- 
bility for the result of a year's trading lay on the shoulders 
of one man, and gave great scope for energy and economy, 
or even meanness. 

However this curious system might encourage thrift, it 
certainly could not consist with the progress of a settle- 
ment. There were no losses, but at the same time there 
could be nothing like that advancement which is naturally 
expected in a colony. The fort was nothiug but a block- 
house, surrounded by palisading, and as every Oomman- 
deur wanted to realise as much as possible during his term 
of office, no one cared to spend anything upon it. Every- 
thing was done on the meanest scale, the only object being 
present gain. There were two or three little plantations 
and provision grounds, cultivated by Indian slaves because 
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these were cheaper than Africans, but the produce shipped 
was of very little importance. Under these circumstances, 
although the settlement had existed for upwards of forty 
years, it was hardly in a better position than at the com- 
mencement. 

In October 1670, the ship Nassau^ Captain Cobnslis 
MABiNns, sailed from Ylissengen for Berbice, having on 
board a gentleman who was destined to develop the resources 
of that settlement to some considerable extent. His name 
was Adbian Van Bebkel and his position that of a factor for 
the house of Van Peebe. Who was Commandeur on his 
arrival, does not appear, but Mabinus was, according to 
custom, to act in that capacity for the succeeding year« 
Being entirely free from any of the responsibilities of govern*' 
ment, Yan Bebkel put all his energies into the Indian trade* 
Not content with making short journeys on the regular 
tracks, he extended his excursions far into the interior, 
carrying good quantities of negotiable articles and bringing 
back in return whatever was worth shipping to the Nether* 
lands. Yah Bebkel nnd Hendbik Bol must have been well 
acquainted with the interior of this colony, but what is most 
surprising in their journeys is the fact that they were 
carried out at such little expense, and that the trading 
operations gave a profit. On four different occasions Yan 
Bebkel visited Eyk-over-al, where he was received in a very 
friendly manner by Bol. A slight dispute took place be« 
tween the energetic factor and the Commandeur of Esse- 
quebo, as to the right claimed by Berbice to trade in the 
Demerara Biver, which was amicably settled by an agree* 
ment that the Abary Creek should be the boundary between 
the two colonies, which arrangement has remained without 
question to the present day. 

On one of his visits to Bol in 1672, Yan Bebkel was 
accompanied by the Predicant of Berbice, three other 
Europeans and ten Indians. The party crossed overland 
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from the Upper Berbioe to the Demerara river, probably 
by the Indian path which led from Plantation Savonette to 
the Loo, and on arriving at the Demerara, embarked in a 
tent bqat, came down the river and proceeded to Kyk-over- 
al. The voyage was a very pleasant one, Van Beiekbl being 
struck with admiration at the breadth of the river Esse- 
quebo and its numerous islands. With the flood tide, it 
took them twelve hours to reach the fort. On their arrival 
they found everybody looking out to see who was coining, 
as a tent^boat was very rare in those waters. Arrived at the 
landing they were met and welcomed by the Commandeur, 
who came out in full dress, sword in hand, and saluted them 
in a most courteous manner. A guard of honour eonsisting 
of a double line of soldiers, formed an avenue, through 
which the party passed into the fort, being saluted a£f they 
entered by a volley of musketry. Escorted by Bol, Van 
Beekbl and his friends were led upstairs, where they were 
met on the landing by the Secretary, while at the same 
time three cannons were fired as a second salute. So grand 
was this reception that Van Bebeel said the party thought 
themselves European Kings. Proceeding to the chamber 
of the Commandeur, the factor wanted to go into business 
at once, but Bol told ^^^ not to hurry himself for a day or 
two ; there was plenty of time, and he must not think of 
business until he had well rested atter his arduous journey. 
His European followers remained as guests of the soldiers, 
while himself and the Predicant were invited to make them- 
selves at home. The Commandeur at once sent to the store 
for a flask of gin, and at the same time a messenger arrived 
from the principal private planter in the colony, who had 
heard of the coming of the visitors, bringing a large jar of 
wine. With these they made themselves sociable until 
dinner was ready, drinking to their heart's content,. In 
the evening they sat down to a grand banquet of five 
courses, and aft^r thoroughly enjoying themselves went to 
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sleep full/ and did not awake until nine o'clcxd: the follow- 
ing morning. 

After giving his Indians permission to visit their friends 
for eight days, Yan Bbbkbl proceeded to have a look round 
the island, but this did not take him long, as it was only a 
8tone*s-thro w across. The fort was square ; on the lower 
floor was a magazine and store for heavy goods, while 
above there were three rooms, one for the Oommandeur, 
the second for the Secretary, which was also used for light 
stores, and the third for the soldiers. The island was rocky, 
and round the fort they went hunting, but found nothing, 
the Gommandeur stating that at rare intervals they caught 
some animal that had swam from the mainland. In the 
afternoon a " Christian" (white servant) brought an invita- 
tion from HiEE DB Gbaaf^ the donor of the jar of wine, for 
the Gommandeur and his guests to visit him next day, when 
he promised that a good dinner should be provided. 

This invitation having been accepted, fhey set off in a 
corial next morning, arriving at the plantation in about an 
hour. Van Bbbkbl stated that everything here was in first 
rate order, the grounds having the appearance of a Euro- 
pean estate; Their reception was very cordial, the dinner 
being perfect, consisting of five different kinds of roast 
meat, including deer, fowl, duck, turkey and pigeons, besides 
made dishes of labba and water-hog. The drinks were 
mum, wine and brandy, with which they kept themselves 
merry until the evening when they returned to the fort full 
and jolly (i/oZ eri 0oe<). 

There were only three private plantations in Essequebo, 
that of De G-raaf being the largest, having 28 to 30 slaves ; 
the other two had only 12 to 14 each. The planters lived a 
princely life as far as food and drink were concerned, being 
better off than the officers at the fort. There was plenty 
for the votaries of either Bacchus* or Yenus, but, said Yan 
Bbbxbl, he who was fond of sodefy need not go there, as 
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tbe warm olimate and few inhabitants did not admit of so 
many opportunities for sociability as Europe, wliile besides 
these the sun was yery oppressive and many things were 
wanting to make life agreeable. 

On the fourth day, when BoL thought his visitor had 
rested sufikiently, they proceeded to business. Having dis- 
cussed the dispute as to trading in the Demerara river, it 
was amicably settled by fixing the Abary as a boundary, 
and then came the bargaining for the load of goods which 
Van Bsbebl had brought. The factor beinp: in his element, 
now opened the packages and finally arranged an exchange 
for a quantity of balsam copaiba.* 

Berbice was now improving, there being five sugar plan- 
tations in 1674, while toading posts had been established 
in the Canje creek and several other out-lying districts. 
In 1S72, there had been disputes with the Caribs, and the 
Canje post was plundered and burnt, but being pursued by 
a few soldiers from Fort Nassau, the Indians retired up the 
river, leaving the posts and settlement alone. On account 
of difficulties connected with the Indian slave trade, treaties 
were made in Berbice, as in Essequebo, declaring the neigh- 
bouring tribes to be absolutely free. Before this was done, 
Indians sometimes sold their relations or neighbours for 
spirits or other coveted articles. 

In March 1672, England joined France in declaring war 
against the Netherlands, one of the pretexts being the 
refusal of the Dutch to allow the English settlers to remove 
firom Surinam, with all their goods and effects, in accord, 
ance with the Articles of Capitulation. An attack on Esse* 
quebo was feared, and some of the Barbadians even offered 
to capture it afr their own expense if permitted by the Gov- 
ernor. As might be expected, the Commandeurs of Kyk- 
over-al and Fort Nassau were in a state of consternation. 

* AmerikMuucho Vojragite, B eheU ende mm leb na IUq 46 ^erblMf door Adrtaim vim Berktk 
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colonies of all nations in the West Indies were now in 
a most critical position, England and France being pitted 
against Holland and Spain. Fillibusters, buccaneers, pirates 
and priyateers, bad a glorious time, but fortunately for 
Essequebo and Berbice, they were not worth plundering. 
The Dutch were not behind-hand in canying fire and sword 
among the English and French colonies, which they sue- 
ceeded in annoying to a very great extent. Attempts were 
made by some of the late English settlers in Surinam to in- 
duce the authorities of Barbados to send an expedition to 
recapture that colony. Oaptain Peteb Wboth reported Suri- 
nam as being very weak, and proposed that eight hundred 
men should be sent to capture it, provided with three months 
Tiotuals, small arms and ammunition. If the king would 
supply the necessary shipping, &c., he would himself raise 
men inured to the climate and acquainted with the place, 
who would expect the share of plunder usually allowed to 
adventurers without pay. He had paid a visit in May 1673 
in the LiUle Kit and surprized seven Dutch and English 
inhabitants of Surinam while turtling, from whom he had 
learnt some particulars of the state of that Colony. He had 
then sailed to Essequebo where he was ambuscaded and lost 
some men ; leaving which he had proceeded to the Caribs 
in the river Amacura and victualled.* 

Captain Wboth seems to have been well acquainted with 
the Caribs of Amacura, who were probably the same that 
helped Scott to capture the Fomeroon and Kyk-over-al. 
There was, at that time, a trade for Indian slaves at the 
mouth of the Orinoco, to which small English vessels went 
at intervals for the purpose of procuring these unfortunates 
to sell in the West Indian Islands. The r^resentations of 
Wboth had no effect, probably becaose there was so much 
to be done elsewhere* 



* QandttoCStoteFHwnt AaMiictand the West Indies 1M9-74 
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The hampering of trade by the war was much felt in Ber- 
bice. The vessel that usually brought the annual supplieSj 
the Eendragt, being engaged as a privateer, did not arrive 
in 1673, and consequently the soldiers at Fort Nassau were 
put on reduced rations. This they did not like, and under 
the leadership of one Dibk Rosbnobaijz a conspiracy was or- 
ganised. The Oommandeur was looked up, while the mal- 
contents took possession and kept control of the settlement! 
until a vessel arrived the following year with a new Oom- 
mandeur. 

By the mediation of Sweden peace was arranged on the 
19th of February 1674, the articles granting all the claims of 
the English colonists in Surinam. The trade to Essequebo 
and Berbice was again open, and on the 16th of July follow- 
ing the ship Tholen arrived at Middelburg with produce and 
goods valued at four thousand Flemish pounds, (£2,000), 
probably the result of two years trading and cultivation. 
Even allowing for the difference in value of money as com- 
pared with the same sum now-a-days, this seems very little^ 
but it at least shows that something waa being done. 

By this time the West India Company had come to a 
crisis. Being hopelessly involved, nothing was left but to 
wind it up and start afresh. It had been insolvent for 
some years past, and since the loss of Brazil had paid no 
dividends. The circumstances under which it had been 
established no longer existed, since peace with. Spain had 
been secured. Ostensibly a mercantile Company, with the 
monopoly of the slave trade as far as Holland was con- 
cerned, it was r&ally little better than a gigantic association 
for privateering and pillaging the Spanish settlements. 
The late wars hftd resulted in serious losses, several of its 
vessels having been captured, while out of thirty six traders 
to the West Indies fourteen had failed to pay expenses. 
Its debts amounted to six million guilders, and these were 
taken over by a new Company, which agreed to compound 
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with Uie creditors by paying thirty per oenti wliile the old 
shareholders were entitled to new shares at the rate of 
fifteen per cent, of their capital. Its charter was granted 
bj the States General on the 20th of September 1674 
nnder the same name^ bat with limited priyileges. The 
monopoly now extended only to the West Coast of Africa^ 
including of course the slave trade^ and the little settlement 
in Essequebo, all other Dutch possessions in the West 
Indies being open to all ports of the Netherlands. With a 
capital of only 634,000 guilders ($252,000) its operations 
were much contracted as compared with the old Company, 
where the amount was eighteen millions. The old govern- 
ing Council of Nineteen was replaced by " The Ten,** which 
consisted of four Directors from Amsterdam, two from 
Zeeland, and one each from the Maas, South Holland and 
North Holland, the president being appointed by the 
States General. The meetings were to be held for six 
years at Amsterdam and then two years at Middelburg, 
the constitutions of the different Chambers remaining as 
before. 

Under the system of independent Chambers it was possi- 
ble for one of them to act for its own benefit without regard 
to the interests of others. Thus it happened that the Chamber 
of Zeeland took upon itself the entire control of the trade 
to Essequebo, so that it became an exclusive monopoly, not 
even Amsterdam being allowed to have any part therein* 
This was a matter of trifling importance at this early period, 
but later it became a great bimien and obstruction to the 
colony. A late writer* states that the Company possessed 
too many interests to be able to concentrate its attention 
on Essequebo, and besides, it was imder the control of 
several Chambers^ each of them having discordant mem- 
bers. It followed therefore, that the Resolutions and 

•Brierwi ovtr het Besium der Cokmien Sewqaebo en Demenry tuascheii Aristodemui es Binoemi 
1786^ 
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Orders took long periods before they were carried out, 
during which the colony stood in need of prompt orders 
and immediate action. The heads of the Company knew 
nothing of the state of affairs in the colony and even forgot 
their own Resolutions. 

Having received the charter, the new West India Com- 
pany formulated a code of laws called the Articled Letter,* 
which was confirmed by the States General on the 12th of 
April 1675. This is interesting as being the code under 
which the Commandeurs governed at Eyk-over-al, and also 
very curious from the light it throws on the way soldiers 
and sailors were treated at this period. The Dutch were 
almost proverbial for crueltyi and it certainly seems as if 
there was plenty of justification for such a stigma in the 
Articled Letter. It would hardly be expected that such a 
cruel infliction as keel-hauling could ever Imve been sanc- 
tioned by law, but it is here as a punishment for cutting and 
wounding. Perhaps the most horribly repulsive to our ideas 
is the article providing that a murderer was to be fastened 
alive to the corpse and thrown overboard. The shrewdness 
of the Dutchman is conspicuous throughout, but the 
most curious provisions are those that refer to the risk 
or chance which a man took in the vessel. His wages and 
prize money depended on the ship getting safe home ; if 
she was lost or captured by the enemy he had no claim on 
the Company, but if in a fight he stuck to her until she 
sunk or blew up, his friends might recover the 'amount due. 
When it is considered that most of the soldiers and sailoi^ 
were mercenaries, and often deserved that name in its worst 
sense, it will be understood why so many of the punish* 
ments are connected with the stoppage of wages. 

The original, with its form of oath for soldiers and sailors 
and extract from the minutes of the States Gfenerali is too 

** Atiieol-firl«! T«a de 0«oetroreerde Wwt Indi«ohe OampBKnie. S'QMyeiilutge, 1076. 
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long to be inserted in full, but the Mowing abstract con- 
tains ift free translation of the substance of the Articled 
Letter:— 

1. An who enter tbe serviee of the Company, whiaieyer their position, 
wiU be bound to obey their snperior officers, both on land and water, as 
well as all Orders and Instmctions of the Company. 

2. To prevent disorder and administer justice, there shaU be on every 
vessel a Ship's Conncil, which shall adjudicate over all civil and light 
offences, but capital offences and serious crimes shall be referred, when 
at 80% to the Admiral and his Council, or on shore to the highest 
authority there ; the delinquents being arrested and properly secured 
until they can be delivered to the nearest authority. 

3. Whoever shall discover and divulge any conspiracy or intention to 
mutiny, either on land or water, should he himself be one of the offenders, 
shaU be pardoned, and besides that receive a reward of twenty " pieces 
of eij^t," (dollars) but if on the contrary he be not concerned in the 
matter, he shall be presented with fifty *' pieces of eight," and in ad* 
dition be advanced to the first vacant post suited to his capacity. 

4. No one shall use the name of the Lord vainly, or curses, oaths, 
blasphemy or mockery, on pain of a fine of ten stivers for each off enoet 
and arbitrary correction according to circumstances. 

5» If any one is absent from morning and evening prayers without 
sufficient cause, or does not conduct himself reverently when present, he 
shaU forfeit ten stivers in favour of the Provost, or in the absence of 
snoh officer, to the poor. 

6. AU Naval and Military Officers, as well as soldiers and sailors, 
shall be bound to be ready and report themselves at once on the roll of 
the drum, and be prepared to embark in the boats or do any oih^ thing 
required, without hesitation, on pain of losing a month's wages, no ex- 
cuse whatever being permitted. 

7. No person shaU be allowed to have his sea chest of any other siie 
or shape than that ordered by the Company, on pain of its being 
seised and confiscated, together with the contents. 

8. On retnming from a voyage no person shall be allowed on board' 
the vessel except only the pilot, and until the Directors have visited the . 
ship and given their permission, nothing shall be removed or even 
opened, on pain of the loss of a month's wages, the Officers being bound 
to see this enforced and held responsible. 

9. All servants of the Company shall be ei^^aged for four years, and 
if anyone deserts before the expiration of his term he shall lose all his 
wages and prize money. 

10. The Company on their part shall not be bound to keep their ser- 
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▼antfl far the whole term, but if they think proper, may discharge them 
at any time, without being required to give any reason whatever. 

11. When the term has expired no servant shall be allowed to leave 
without permission. 

12. When a vessel is cruising off the coast of Africa no one shall leave 
his ship without permission, on pain of losing all his wages and prise 
money. 

IS. Whoever shall desert to the enemy shall be treated as a perjurer, 
and if he ever falls into the hands of the Company shall be executed. 

14. If any one shall run away after receiving an advance of one or two 
months wages, he shall be whipped and bound to restore double the 
amount. 

15. The wages and prize money of those found guilty of bad conduct 
shall be forfeited. 

16. Wages commence to be credited on leaving the last beacon, and 
cease when the servant is dismissed ; no one shall be entitled to demand 
an advance during the voyage on pain of whipping, as they are payable 
only when the vessel returns to the Netherlands, and after the account 
is made out from the ship's books. If any person, by special permission 
should receive any portion of his wages, he shall be charged assurance at 
the rate of ten per cent for the South Sea, and six per cent for other 
places. 

17. In case of death, when the amount at credit of the deceased has 
been paid to his relations, the Company will not be responsible should 
better claims be made, but they may order the amount to be refunded 
To prevent disputes the servant may declare before his departure what 
person shall be entitled to his property in case of death. 

18. All persons engaged on the Company's vessels will have a lien on 
the ship as well as the cargo, but if the ship is lost the servants will 
lose all their claims on the Company ; if anything is saved from the 
wreck they will be entitled to a claim on the salvage, if the vessel is 
destroyed in an action with the enemy, wages will be paid, but if it is 
captured the servants will lose everything. 

19. When a person leaves his vessel to join another that is bound on 
a longer voyage, he will have the option of taldng his risk with either 
vessel, but when going home he shall have no choice. 

20. If on arriving at his destination, he should enter a vessel trading 
on the coast, he shall have his choice of risk. 

21. At the expiration of his engagement, a servant may forward an 
order for his pay, and in such a case may take his risk on the vessel 
carrying the order or on his own ship. 

22. The salaries of the Military and Naval officers and soldiers will 
have no risk beyond the voyage outwards or homey as also the risk of 
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sulors terminates if they should be posted ashore ; those who 
serve in small vessels will have no risk unless they are sent on long 
yeyages.; 

23. As often as a servant removes from a vessel to shore or aboard 
again, his acconnt shall be made out, with his risk properiv entered, so 
that he may be paid according to this statement in the absence of the 
ship's books. 

24. On the soimding of the trumpet and rolling of the drum every one 
ahall be at his post at once, properly armed and equipped, and ready to 
defend the vessel, or attack the enemy, on pain of whipping. 

25. The surgeon will be bound to give proper care and attention to the 
wounded. If any of the Company's servants receive injuries or mutila- 
tion in the service, they shall receive compensation as follows : — Loss of 
a right arm /BOO, left arm /500, one leg /150, both legs /BOO, one eye 
f300, both eyes/900, left hand /400, right hand /SOO, and both hands 
/lOOO ; for any other losses or injuries by which his health is impaired, 
he shall receive what the surgeon and officers consider proper under the 
circumstances. 

26. If a prize should be taken, a tenth part of the value of the cargo 
shall be divided among the Company's servants, after deducting the cost 
of repairs to the vessels concerned in the capture. 

27. No division of goods belonging to a prize shall be made at sea. 

28. Frizes shall be divided among all the vessels of a fleet, the con- 
quering ship being entitled to plunder of personal effects such as wear- 
ing apparel, but not to merchandise, gold or jewellery. 

29. Whoever shall take an Admiral's flag, or first mount a fortress, 
shall be entitled to fifty pieces of eight, and if he should be killed the 
amount shall be paid to his heirs. 

30. When one servant does duty for another he shall be entitled to 
receive half that officer's salary as well as his own. 

31. Military Officers and soldiers however, shall only receive one full 
pay in such cases. 

32. No one shall be entitled to claim an increase of salary during the 
term of his engagement, not even for extra services. 

33. Extra payments may however be made at the discretion of the 
Company. 

34. If any servant should receive a present of horses, arms, &c., it 
shall be handed over to the Company, when the Directors will pay him 

. its value. 

35. Every one shall be bound to do his best to promote the safety of 
the yessels and goods^ on sea as well as on land, on pain, in case of 
negligence, of losing a month's wages. 

E 
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36. None of the Company's servants, whatever his position, will be 
allowed to carry on any private trade or business, or have any interest 
in the cargo, on pain of losing a month's wages and confiscation of the 
goods. 

37. No one will be allowed to sell or exchange his clothes for drink 
or anything else, on pain of arbitrary correction. 

38. No one shall sell his interest in his wages, on pain of the sale 
being cancelled, the bnyer losing all redress. 

39. Every person mnst be satisfied with his rations ; he will not be 
/ permitted to grumble at them, to throw them overboard, or to waste or 

sell them, on pain of incarceration for fourteen days on bread and 
water. 

40. Every one must keep his musket and other weapons in order, so 
/ as to be ready in time of need, on pain of losing a month's wages \ Officers 

are required to examine the arms once a fortnight. 

41. Neither carpenters, stevedores, woodcutters, cooks, surgeons, or 
any other persons, will be allowed to illuse or misplace their tools, on 
pain of whipping before the mast. 

42. The surgeons will be bound to do their best to cure the sick and 
wounded, without expecting anything beyond their wages, except in 
cases on land or outside the vessels, and they shall see that no nuisances 
are committed, and look after the cleanliness of the ship. 

43. Wills and codicils must be written by the captain, supercargo, or 
clerk, witnessed by two persons, signed by the testator and the others, 
and properly registered in a book. 

44. Immediately after a death, an inventory of the effects must be 
made, the goods sold before the mast, and the amount received credited 
to the account of the deceased, which shall be paid, with the balance of 
his salary to the heirs. 

45. If any one shall leave directions that his property be preserved 
and delivered to his widow or other heirs, it shall be left undisturbed 
and given over to the proper persons. 

46. No person shall be allowed to have or use cards or dice, on pain 
of a fine of twenty stivers, and everything which shall have been won 
by play shall be restgred to the losers. 

47. Any person found drinking, disputing, cursing, trying to injure 
another, or creating a disturbance, shall be punished according to cir- 
cumstances ; those who fight or tear each other's hair, shall be incar- 
cerated in irons for three days on bread and water ; whoever «hall draw 

^ a knife with intent to stab another shall be fastened by the knife through 

his hand to the mast, and left to free himself ; whoever shall wound 
another shall be keel-hauled and lose a month's wages. 
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48. If any one shall murder another, he shall be tied to the corpse, 
and with it thrown overboard, and all his wages and prize money shall 
be forfeited. 

49. To prevent the risk of fire, no one shall be allowed to smoke 
tobacco except in the place provided, no light shall be allowed in the 
hold, store-room, or powder magazine, and no one shall have in his pos- 
session any tinder-boxes or candles, either by day or night, otherwise 
than is allowed for his duties, on pain of arbitrary correction. 

60. No one shall be allowed to leave his ship without permission, on 
pain of fourteen days incarceration in irons on bread and water, and for- 
feiture of two months wages. 

51. Sentries must not allow any strangers to come on board the 
vessels without permission of the authorities, either by day or night, 
nor allow the people on board to crowd together in a mob or make a 
plot, but keep every man to his post, and compel those not belonging to 
the watch to retire to their places, on pain of arbitrary correction. 

52. No one shall be dipped in crossing the Line, on pain of every 
person concerned losing a month's wages, but instead, every novice 
must pay a flask of wine to each of the others. 

53. Every one shall be bound to deliver to the Directors, or their 
superior officers, on returning from a voyage, all journals, charts, 
documents, memoranda of roads, rivers, harbours, capes, observations 
and courses, together with all the appendages of the seafaring on the 
voyage, whether asked for or not, on pain of losing three months' wages, 
and other punishment according to circumstances. 

54. No one shall be allowed to write particulars concerning the afFairs 
of the Company, or information as to its trade, commerce, wars, or the 
conduct of any of its servants, to any but the Directors or the Chambers, 
on pain of losing three months' wages. 

55. To the end that the last article be properly observed, it is for- 
bidden to carry private letters, all persons being required to deliver 
them to the nearest authority, for enclosure with the correspondence of 
the Company. 

56. All private letters will be opened, read and certified, before de- 
livery, or they may be detained if the directors think proper ; the same 
being done with those going from the Netherlands as when coming from 
abroad. 

57. No one shall be allowed to obstruct the Provost in carrying out 
his orders, but every person shall be bound to assist him in every possible 
way; any person acting to the contrary, hindering in any way, or assisting 
prisoners with meat or drink, or anything else, shall lose four months* 
wages, and {^bove that receive corporeal punishment, 

B 2 
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58. The Provost shall receive during the incarceration of each 
prisoner, daily, for officers ten stivers, and soldiers and sailors six 
stivers, during which time the prisoners shall receive no wages, the par- 
ticulars being placed in their accounts. 

59. Military officers and soldiers, when on board ship, will be subject 
to the authorities of the vessel, who shall however act with the advice 
of the officers. 

60. When a person shall have received an increase of salary for acting 
for another,or for any particular work, this shall cease as soon as the work 
is finished. 

61. Soldiers on board ship will be bound to help in working the vessel, 
without taking exception, and the military officers must not interfere to 
prevent this, but on their part help the service by training the sailors 
in gun exercises. 

62. All military officers and soldiers, as well as all other servants of 
the Company, will be bound, for their own assurance and safety, as well 
as for the benefit of the Company, to obey their superiors when ordered 
to labour in erecting and repairing forts, batteries, mines, trenches 
and other defensive works, without expecting any extra payment, 
but only rations during the time of carrying on the work, unless on the 
recommendation of the Commander some reward should be given. 

63. Muskets will be supplied to each servant, and charged to his 
account ; after the expiration of his service they shall be returned, and 
half the amount credited to him, the commissary and supercargo being 
charged to see that this is carried out. 

64. All persons, high or low, are charged not to ill-treat the native 
inhabitants of the countries they visit, or to injure them in any way in 
their persons, goods, women or children, but to regulate themselves by 
this Articled Letter and the Instructions and Orders of the Directors, 
and the commands of their superiors, on pain of a fine or corporeal 
punishment. 

65. Whenever the Company thinks it advisable the servants may be 
ordered to provide rations at their own cost, and every one shall be 
bound to do this willingly and without complaint. 

QQ. To all the above Articles every person^hall be bound by oath, 
those who may be employed at any time after the first mustering being . 
bound to take the same oath as the others. 

The new Company being now estabUshed, the Directors 
wanted to get possession of Berbice. The last concession, 
which had been granted in 1640, to Abraham van P£U * 

* Spelt Fere, Peres, or Feere indifferently, probably the Fortugueie or Spuidi Ferae. 
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and Abraham van Bhee, had necessarily lapsed when the 
old Company was wound up. When Van Ferb asked for 
what was virtually a renewal of the lease, he received an 
absolute refusal from the Directors. The Fatroon of 
Berbice declined to submit to this decision, and having 
considerable influence with the Company he managed 
to get it rescinded. Then came a lot of disputes as to 
the terms, which lasted from 1675, to September the 
14th, 1678, when the following agreement was signed by 
the Ten :— 

*' Articles and Conditionfi nnder which the Lords Committee of Diree- 
ion from the respective Chambers of the General Chartered West India 
Company of the United Netherlands, nnder the authority of the High 
Mighty Lords States General of the same territories, have given over 
as a fief, the colony situated on the river named Berbice, on the great 
ooast of America, in latitude six degrees north of ihe Equixux^ial Une, 
to the Heer Abraham van Psrb. 

*' The aforesaid Colony with all its belongings on the surface, 
minerals, forests, rivers, fountains, and whatever else shall be foimd 
there, shall be the property of the aforesaid Heer van Psrb, his heirs 
and successors, during the period of the Charter of the said Com- 
pany until the year 1700 inclusive, to be held of the same Company as 
a continual hereditary fief, with all its royalties and appurtenances, 
high, middle and low jurisdiction, tithes, fisheries and water privileges, 
on payment, as often as the fief shall be transferred to another person, 
of a manorial fee (verheerge waaden) of forty Flemish pounds, which tax, 
being the right of the aforesaid General Company, shall be paid to the 
Chamber of Zeeland at Middleburg. 

" The aforementioned Heer van Pbbi, his heirs and successors, shall, 
und^ the title of Patroons of the aforesaid Colony, conduct and 
execute everything for the preservation of the Colony, including the 
maintenance of good order, police and justice, according to the laws 
and customs of these territories ; they shall also take particular care 
that the Reformed Christian Religion be professed and taught in the 
District of the aforesaid Colony. To this necessary end a qualified 
pastor and shepherd shall be appointed, and before he goes there, he shall 
be presented before one of the respective Colleges in Holland, Zeeland, 
Gronigen, Ommelanden or elsewhere, that he may be qualified to per- 
form the duties of a Predicant^ and whatever belongs to that profession^ 
in conformity with the rules of the Church. 
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" The said Van Pbrb will be permitted, in the name and by the 
authority of their High Mightinesses and the Company, to make binding 
Contracts and Alliances with the natives of the conntry, as well as to 
erect fortresses and other works for protection and defense. 

" Whenever, and as often as it happens that the said van Peeb, his 
heirs and successors, shall despatch vessels to the aforesaid Colony, they 
shall be bound to give notice to the Company, and request for 
each vessel a Commission, or Wood and Salt Letter, which shall 
be granted, they being bound to give security not to sail to any place 
that is put in the First Class, these being reserved exclusively 
and privately to the Company, all other places however being 
conceded. 

" For the redemption of the five guilders per last, which the Company 
is entitled to demand and exact on all vessels sailing to the aforesaid 
Colony, both inwards and outwards, together with the vendue tax, and 
all other taxes and recognitions to which the Company may have pre- 
tensions from the time of granting these liens, they hereby concede to 
the said Van Pbrb, his heirs and successors, the right to trade according 
to their pleasure, they being bound to pay for each vessel, great or 
small, without distinction or difference, as a tax to and on behalf of the 
aforesaid Company, the sum of five hundred and seventy-five Carolus 
guilders for each vessel, and no more. 

" The payment of the aforesaid sum shall be made in the following 
manner, namely, on payment of two hundred guilders besides the cost 
of the aforesaid Commission or Wood and Salt Letter, the aforesaid 
Van Pbrb, his heirs and successors, will be allowed to clear the vessel 
(which may be their own or hired), which will then be permitted to 
leave, and the balance of three hundred and seventy-five guilders, shall 
be paid as soon as the beforementioned vessel shall arrive back in these 
territories and before she is unladen. The aforesaid Van Pbrb, his heirs 
and successors, shall not be allowed to load any goods or merchandise in 
the ships for this Colony, without having received from the above Com- 
pany, at this Chamber, the proper Permits, wherein shall be a specific 
designation of all the goods and merchandise ; the same to be made on 
the return voyage, the vessel not being allowed to commence unloading 
before receiving special Permits of the Company, containing the desig- 
nation as before. 

" If at any time the Colony should require any negroes or black slaves, 
% such a case, the Company being notified, shall supply the same at 
such reasonable prices as may be agreed upon. 

" It being w^U understood that in such cases, the said Van Pbrb, hig 
heirs and successors, and his people are bound to declare that they will 
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not transport the aforesaid negroes or black slaves to any other place, 
bnt employ them only in the said Colony." * 

Abraham van Pbbe having ignored the rights of his 
partner, who had died, the widow of Van Rhbb applied to 
the States General for redress. She had married Cornblis 
Dbmeteis, a Predicant of Middleburg, and joined her 
second husband in petitioning for her right to a fourth 
share of Berbice as heiress of Van Rhbb. The matter 
was decided in her favour on the 24th o£ January, 1681, 
and Berbice became the Lordship in fee of the two Fatroons, 
Van Pbbe and Dbmeteis. 

Meanwhile, Hendeik Rol died at Kyk-over-al on the 
31st of March, 1676, and was provisionally succeeded by 
Jacob Haez, Captaia of one of the Company's vessels, 
which arrived four days after the death of the Commandeurj 
bringing supplies from Zeeland and eighty-six slaves from 
Cape de Verde. It does not appear that Haez was ever 
confirmed as Commandeur, nor did he give satisfaction to 
the Chamber of Zeeland. Being a rough sailor, and without 
business tact or ability, he could not get on with the 
Indians, and as a natural consequence the amount of balsam 
copaiba and other trade articles fell off considerably. The 
produce of the Company's plantations was also reduced, 
while his arbitrary manner of dealing with his subordinates 
led to complaints, and finally, in 1678, to his dismissal. 
The settlement in Essequebo having now become of 
some little importance, the Ten claimed their right to 
appoint a Commandeur, to which it does not appear that 
the Chamber of Zeeland made any objection. Having 
appointed Abbaham Beekman on the 25th of July, 1678, 
the Ten gave him a proper Commission and full Instruc- 
tions for his guidance, which latter are particularly in- 
teresting, as they enable us to judge of the powers and 

* Hartflinck's fieflehryring van GalAxui. 
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priTileges of the early Commandeurs, as well as of 
their duties. The following are free translations of the 
documents : — 

** Instmctions for the Honourable Abraham Beeeman, Commandenr 
nnder their High Mightinesses the States General of the United 
Netherlands, and the General Chartered West India Company, 
in their territory at fort Kyk-oyer-al in Bio Isekepe on the 
great Wild Coast of America, by which he will have to conform 
himself in all good faith, to undertake the service of the West 
India Company, and to farther its interests. 

1. ^' The Commandenr shall, on behalf of the above mentioned, have 
fall authority, not only on the water but also on land, and consequently 
over the people, fortifications and their preservation, and also over the 
trade and navigation, which authority every person in the service of the 
Company, being on land as well as on the sMps and boats, shall be bound 
to recognize and obey in all that he shall order or command. 

2. " But in matters concerning Justice, the Commandenr shall be 
boond to assume as his Councillors, the Sergeant of the garrison and the 
Captains of vessels who may be there at the time, and he shall not ad- 
minister Justice but with the aforesaid Council, and in their presence* 
it being understood however that cases involving capital punishment* 
shall always be referred to the high authorities here, for them to judge 
and award such punishment as may be suited to the case. 

31 " The Commandenr is earnestly recommended to take care that the 
religion adopted by the public authorities in these territories be main- 
tained as far as possible in its usual form, at the fort and in the ships, 
and that the inhabitants of the country, as well as their children, are 
brought through a holy life, into the knowledge of Gh)d and the true 
reformed religion. 

4. " The Commandenr shall keep all his subordinates in good order and 
under discipline, and exact from them the punctual fulfilment of the 
contents of the Charter, and punish all those who disobey the Articled Let* 

ter, and other orders, instructions and ordinances, made or yet to be made* 

5. " The Commandenr shall not be allowed to trade on his own account 
directly or indirectly; he shall strictly enquire into all transactions 
of the captains and other servants of the Company, and try to prevent 
their trading as much as possible, punishing the guilty parties with 
confiscation of the goods sold or yet to be sold, and withholding all 
salary due, in terms of Artiele 86 of the aforementioned Articled 
Letter; and further to discharge such person from the employ of the 
Company* 
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6. '* The Commandeur shall, with due diligence, examine what cargoes 
will probably be required annually, and take in consideration the follow* 
ing four points : — 

1. How much there is in hand of eyerythuig that is ordered. 

2. How it compares with what has been used. 

3. What apparent gain there will be. 

4. The quantity required to be ordered. 

7. '* All the reasons and considerations which induce the Commandeur 
to order commodities, he shall be bound to send in writing to the Direc- 
torsi in order to assist them in the buying and shipping of goods. 

8. " All cargoes and wares, which shall be sent from here from time to 
time, shall be entered in books to be kept by the Commandeur himselfi 
and a duplicate is to be sent by return ship to this Chamber, eyery 
article being entered under a separate heading in the books, showing 
receipts and deliveries ; for example, give axes a separate account, 
placing on the debit side the number received, and on the credit side 
oount so many axes against so many pounds of anatto, and see how much 
remains on hand, and further, if gain or loss has been made on the 
transactions. 

9. " The Commandeur is not only ordered to keep proper accoimts of 
all necessaries, ammunition of war, and other things sent out from here, 
but he must also pay special attention that the commodities, yachts and 
other boats of the Company, and everything else under his direction, be 
preserved as much as possible. 

10. ** The Commandeur shall take care that no one, without his know- 
ledge and consent, take away the commodities, provisions, or other 
things, of any nature whatsoever, from the Company's warehouse, and 
punish any offenders severely according to the circumstances of the 
case. 

11. " The Commandeur shall keep a correct daily journal of every- 
thing that takes place, and send a copy every year ; further by every 
opportunity, and especially with the return ships, let us know the 
state of trade in general in the country, and in what condition the goods 
are, also the state of the warehouses, fortifications, logics, boats, etc. I 
finally the number of people under him, and in case of those who are 
dead, send us their wills, accounts and inventories of their goods, also 
stating at the same time the prices of every article sold. 

12. ^* The Commandeur having arrived on the said Coast, shall receive 
under proper inventory and receipt from his predecessor, all maps, books 
and papers, and all commandeurs in case of dismissal, shall be bound 
to deliver again all such maps and papers as they received from their 
predecessors, and all maps and papers which may have been added* 
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13. " Tlie Commandenr sliall be bound to take over from his pre- 
decessor, under proper Inventory and receipt, all stores, ammunition of 
war, merchandize, and all other effects which are found in the territory, 
and he must not fail to send us by the same vessel a copy of the said In- 
ventory and receipt. 

14. " The Commandenr on his arrival at Bio Isekepe, shall make all 
the Company's servants take anew the proper oath, in the name and on 
behalf of Their High Mightinesses the States G-eneral, the Prince of 
Orange, and the West India Company, with this understanding, that the 
old commandenr shall keep the command on water and land, until the 
trade in anatto shall have finished, they being seriously recommended 
to keep unity and friendship one with another, also, the old commandenr 
will have to inform his successor exactly of the nature and customs of 
the natives, especially of the Indians who come and trade there, further 
the Commander must take care that not the least offence is given to them. 

15. " The Commandenr will be bound further to conform himself to 
such orders as have been given to his predecessors by the Directors of 
the Company, as far as they do not contradict these. 

16. '* This having been done, a good watch will have to be kept by day 
and night, so as to prevent a surprise by Indians or others, no one 
being allowed to arrive at the fort with a gun, and, for greater security! 
the Commandenr must see that all the earth-works are kept in good 
order, as also the palissade fencing. 

17. "In the exchange of anatto, letterwood, vanilla, hammocks, etc.9 
care must be taken that no one acts for his own benefit, and it must be 
noticed that the anatto is properly ripe before it is picked, and that it is 
preserved in Crab oil. 

18. " A list must be sent by every ship containing the names and 
number of people, such as slaves and others, in the service of the Company. 

19. " Care must also be taken that the cassava gardens are cultivated 
yearly, also that the Turkish beans, pine apples, bananas, and other 
fruits are gathered, also that in the dry weather fish be prepared as 
well ais other things which can be used in the rainy weather. 

This done and passed at the meeting of said directors on 1st Septem- 
ber, 1678. Signed by Johan Badebmagher and Isaack van Pere. 

Commission for Abraham Bebkman, Commandenr and Gbvemor of the 
fort Kyk-over-al, situated intheBiver of Isekepe on the (}reat 
Coast of America. 
" The Directors of the Chartered West India Company of the Cham- 
ber of Zeeland at Middelburg, make known by these presents to all that 
have been appointed and commissioned in the service of the aforesaid 
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ChmLpany, that in pursuance of the good report made to us of the ability 
faithfulness, and experience of the person of Abraham Bsbkman, we do 
by these presents, appoint and oommission him as Gommandeur and 
GoTemor over the fort of Eyk-oyer-al, situated in the Biver of Isekepe 
on the (}reat WUd Coast of America, also to command the sailors and 
soldiers on that coast who are in the service of the said Company : we 
therefore order and command all soldiers and other persons who are al- 
ready in the said fort or shall arrive there, to acknowledge the said 
BsiKMAN as our appointed Commandeur, and to respect and obey all that 
he may command on behalf of the Company, for the good of the country or 
the beforementioned Company, according to our orders and instructions 
given to him, and in doing this to give iJl kindness, aid, and assistance* 
each for as much as he can undertake, in default of which, contraveners 
and disobedient persons shaU incur our indignation, and shall be pun- 
ished as they deserve. 

^* Done at the meeting of the Directors aforesaid under the seal 
of the said Company, atMiddelburg in Zeeland, the 3rd Sep- 
tember, 1678. 

(Signed.) Johan Badebhackib and Isaace vah Pibi.* 

From the above Commission and Instructions it appears 
that the Commandeur was absolute in civil matters, while in 
criminal cases he was assisted by his Lieutenant and any 
ship captain who might happen to be in the river. It is 
probable that a criminal court was only held when the 
annual vessel arrived, and that prisoners would be detained 
until this took place. Throughout the Instructions there 
is no mention of the free settlers, as distinguished from the 
Company's servants, which shows that they were of trifling 
importance. There were four Company's plantations, Vry- 
heid on the site of Bartica Grove, Duynenburg and Fortuin 
south of Kalacoon, and Poelwyk on Caria Island. The pro- 
vision grounds were at Cartabo, where were probably some 
logics for the Indians visitors, and the huts of the slaves 
employed in the cassava fields. The fort was obviously 
too small to contain any but the garrison, but the village 
of Cartabo had not yet been established. 

^iretacber'i 0€8cbie<Senis BMeqaebo, fto. 

f2 
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The new Commandeur was not a Skipper, which shows 
that the old system was now finally abandoned in Esse- 
quebo, although still retained in Berbice. He was a man 
of considerable ability, very consequential and a martinet, 
full of ideas for improving the settlement, and Essequebo 
would no doubt have made wonderful progress if the mean- 
ness of the Directors had not stood in the way. His ideas 
were too advanced for a trading Company, and it was 
not until Essequebo had become a real colony that some of 
them were carried out. He saw the need of a fort on Flag 
(Fort) Island, which he actually commenced, and wanted 
to open the river to settlers of all nations. Another of his 
ideas was to establish a regular Indian trade with the lower 
Orinoco. As for the new fort, the Directors would not 
agree to support two establishments, on account of the cost, 
while it was utterly impossible to remove the trading fac- 
tory from Kyk-over-al. The jealousy of the Chamber of 
Zeeland would not even allow the people of other provinces 
to go there without special permission, it could not then be 
expected they would open the river to everybody. The 
thing was absurd. What was the use of a monopoly if it 
was held lightly ? The Orinoco was too far away to be 
safe ; if the Dutchmen went there the Spaniards might want 
to come to Essequebo. Beeeman must moderate his zeal 
and hasten slowly ; not ruin the Company by expensive and 
dangerous projects. When he sent his Secretary to Suri- 
nam in irons on a charge of evil speaking and conspiracy, 
the Directors asked him what he meant by such arbitrary 
proceedings, and told him that he must not fancy himself 
a Sovereign. 

While refusing to listen to Bebeman's projects, the Direc- 
tors were induced to give more attention to those of a settler 
of Essequebo named Jacob Peteezoon de Jokge. 

Being on a visit to the Netherlands, De Jonge ventilated 
a project for re-establishing the Pomeroon colony to such 
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good effect, that the Company fell in with his views. The 

land near Eyk-over-al was not very fertile, as Bebeman had 
already told the Directors when he advised the removal of 
the fort, but whereas his project was to come down the river, 
Db Jonge's was to settle the Pomeroon, where the land was 
also very rich. After some hesitation the project was agreed 
to, Db Jonoe being appointed Commandeur of the new 
colony on the 5tli of April, 1686, at a salary of fifty guilders 
a month and a percentage upon all the sugar that might be 
shipped. 

Db Jonoe sailed for Essequebo in the regular vessel, 
taking with him one or two settlers. At Kj^k-over-al he 
was supplied with two or three soldiers, two cannons, a 
boat, and a few slaves, by means of which a fort was com- 
menced, and the place opened to colonists. The new settle- 
ment was advertised in the Netherlands, but without any 
good result, probably because the advantages of Surinam 
were greater. As it could not be allowed to compete with 
Kyk-over«al as a trading post, there was nothing to be done 
without settlers. De Jonge bought some Indian slaves and 
commenced a plantation, but having no regular supplies 
from the Company, he was hampered very much from the 
beginning. Even slaves could not be made to work on in- 
sufficient food, and although Bebeman helped a little, his sup- 
plies were never so much in excess as to allow of feeding an 
extra number of people. Then came a disagreement between 
the two Gonmiandeurs. It appears that De Jonge had a 
brother-in-law at Kyk-o ver-al named Jan Joosten Landshbbb, 
who tried hid best to induce the few settlers in Essequebo 
to go to the Pomeroon, which not pleasing Beeehan, he 
forbade Landsheeb doing anything of the sort. This was 
followed by a little disturbance with some Indians, caused by 
the unscrupulous conduct of the same gentleman in procuring 
slaves for Db Jonge. Out of spite, the Commandeur of the 
Pomeroon then wrote to the Directors charging his neigh- 
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hour with infringing the Articled Letter by trading on his 
own account The Indian qaarrel led to the following pub- 
lication : — 

Ordinance or Flaoaat concerning the trade and sale of red In- 
dian slayes, made on the 23rd Angnst 1686. 
" The Heer Gommandeur having not only often heard, bnt even lately 
seen with regret, that seyeral inhabitants of this river have bonght with- 
out his knowledge, many red slaves, from Indians who had no right to 
them, and also that, out of pure malice or through ignorance, free Indi« 
ans have been made slaves ; on account of which abuses great distur- 
bance and mischief are produced, as happened lately through Jan Joost 
Lansheeb, Master planter on the Plantation Laurierboom, by which a 
white Ohristian and one of the Company's negroes were murdered, and if 
not foreseen in time, further mischiefs and disasters may through such 
actions cause a total ruin of the river ; it has been found good by the said 
Gommandeur, in the name of the West India Gompany, and by these pre- 
sents, to make known, that in the River of Isequebe and its districts, no 
planter or other person whatsoever, either in the Gompany'a service or 
otherwise, shall be allowed tobuy from the Indians, any red slaves, great or 
small, directly or indirectly, much less to take them from their houses 
with or without force, unless the master or rightful owner of such slave 
sold, bring him to the house, and go directly with the buyer to the Gom- 
mandeur, so that His Honour may have knowledge of the same, and that 
he may be well-informed of all disputes : All persons contravening this 
Ordinance shall not only have their slaves confiscated, but also be fined 
/50 for the first offence and /lOO for the second, together with arbitrary 
correction according to the circumstances of the case. Every person is 
required to regulate himself accordingly, and be prepared to suffer loss 
if he should disobey, and that no one may plead ignorance of this Pro. 
clamation, Abraham Beeehan, Gommandeur of the Biver Isequebei has 
published and affixed it in the usual place. 

Done at Eyk-over-al, August 23rd, 1686. 
Signed A. Beekman, in the presence of Isaac du Gassel, Secretary, 
and De Jonqe, Assistant. 

Beekman wrote to the Directors on the 4th of November 
1687, giving his usual acoount of the state of afibirs in 
Essequebo, and of his disagreements with Db Jongb. TTi> 
last two letters had been sent by way of Surinam, having 
been taken thither by a young Indian in a fishing boat. On 
the 20th of June he had advised having given over the bark 
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Bammakens^ with his own servants, to De Jonob, to save 
him from sending for a boat to Surinam. On the 20th of 
October he had heard from De Febb, Commandenr of Ber- 
bice, that some Caribs had arrived there from Surinam, 
reporting that Db Jonoe's party had been arrested and put 
in irons by the Governor of Surinam, for what reason they 
did not know. The friends of the Indians were blaming 
Db Jonge for this trouble and demanding compensation. 
Beeekan had received accounts of the poverty of Pomeroon, 
and thought it would be better that he should be allowed to 
govern both settlements as was done by Gboenewegel. There 
had been great expenses but no returns ; they had expected 
free planters to settle there, but at present the only one was a 
person named Roohus, and in the opinion of Bbbeman, the 
place ought to be abandoned. He had freely expressed this 
opinion to Db Jonge, who became much annoyed, and 
abused him for it. Beeeman then told him that he was ready 
to stand by his opinion, and that he would try to bring the 
Directors to the same view. Those who came to settle he 
had advised to stay in Essequebo as there was better land 
in that river. 

On the 28th of September a New England vessel had 
arrived. She had been bound from Curacao to Surinam, 
but having sprung a leak, was obliged to come to Essequebo 
to be caulked. Bbbeman had supplied a sail of French duck, 
of the value of twenty Flemish pounds, to enable her to pro- 
ceed on her voyage. On board were two passengers, Jan 
SoBBT with eleven slaves and Jobis van Ovebsoehbldb with 
thirteen. They had been bound for Surinam with the inten- 
tion of going to Pomeroon, but on account of the accident, 
were saved part of the journey. Beeeman had succeeded in in- 
ducing SoBBT to remain in Essequebo by giving him a grant 
of land in the great creek (Groot Creek ?). His companion 
was also inclined to stay, and had begun to elear some land, 
but Landsheeb tried his best, by stories of taxes and fines. 
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to make him dissatisfied, so that he might leave and go to 
Pomeroon. Bbekman had felt bound to protest against this, 
and ordered Ds Jonqe and his relation to desist from inter- 
fering with the settlors, and to leave every one to choose for 
himself. 

On the 20th of September he had gone with his whole 
family to Flag Island for a month, to superintend the erec- 
tion of the new buildings. In stepping from a boat he had 
hurt his knee and was obliged to remain in bed for three 
weeks. He was sorry that he had been unable to attend 
to the Company's business, but the Sergeant was looking 
after matters. The new fort was nearly finished ; it only 
remained to build a house for the Commandeur and a guard- 
house. The heaviest work had been done ; the palissades 
were finished and the wood for the cannon-beds would soon 
arrive, then the slaves of the Company's plantation New 
Middelburg would return to that esttite and make forty or 
fifty hogsheads of sugar from a field of canes that were then 
ripe. The land for planting cassava and sugar had been 
well burnt, and would soon be cleared and planted. 

Since the last vessel had left there were no deaths to re- 
port, and all the Company's goods and efiects were, (thank 
God), in good condition. All the old negroes had letumed 
to their respective posts among the Indians. There were 
six of these for anatto ^ two for balsam copaiba, and two for 
letter wood. The stores were becoming scarce on account 
of an influx of eighteen new settlers. He wanted permis- 
sion to erect a new spirit and general store, where every 
one could buy what they needed, and thus save much ex- 
pense and trouble. He also wished to establish a Court to 
settle disputes between the planters. 

The new settlers got some help from the free Indians, 
but these did very badly, they wanted three or four hundred 
negroes. The bush had been out and burnt but there were 
no hands to plant. Now that the river was getting popu- 
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lated, some of the settlers went among the Caribs and 
bought up everything they could get, thus interfering with 
the rights of the Company. The great trouble was, that 
these free planters went and bought wives from the Indians, 
and even got them to sell their friends, who were as free 
as themselves ; this led to quarrels. 

In Beeehan's opinion such abuses had been the cause of 
the Indian troubles in Surinam. He had ordered that these 
females should be returned, and had posted a billet warning 
all persons against doing such things, as they tended to 
endanger the lives of all of them. 

On the arrival of Di Jonge from Europe, Bsekmak had 
lent him two cannons (one-pounders); he asked their 
Honourables to order them to be returned, and as the new 
fort was then in proper condition, he required some heavier 
guns (six or eight pounders,) as, being near the sea, he 
wanted to prevent vessels of an enemy from going up the 
river, 

PiBTEB VAN Weeehttysen, formerly foreman on one of the 
Company's estates, had received a settlement of his account, 
amounting to sixty-one Flemish pounds, and in two years 
as a free man, had commenced a plantation. For two 
months he had hired two of the Company's Slaves, and then 
left secretly for the Pomeroon, without paying his debts. 
There he had settled with all his goods, and although sum- 
moned to return, he refused, which Besemav thought might 
be aa evil example, and tend to encourage the same thing 
in other bad characters. 

The new fort was never occupied, nor were any of 
Beiehah's other recommendations carried out at this time« 
That they were advisable is proved by the fact that most of 
them were adopted afterwards. Like many other men of 
ability he was in advance of his age. If his project for 
trading posts at the mouth of the Orinoco had been carried 
out, it is probable that the present boundary dispute with 
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Venezuela would never have occurred. This is the first 
instance of a Commandeur struggling against the meanness 
of the Company, but unfortunately for these colonies, it is by 
no means the last, for, as we shall see later, the succeeding 
century is full of instances where progress has been retarded 
by petty economical ideas. If nothing was ever done for 
the welfare of a country except with a view to immediate 
profit, it is to be feared that there would be an end to all 
progress. 

One of Bbbkman's requests was complied with after a long 
delay. He had asked in 1683 for a pious and God-fearing man 
to administer the Sacrament, and iive yea/rs afterwards^ in 
March 1688, a Predicant named Rudolph Heynbns, with his 
wife and child, arrived at Kyk-over-al. The want of a Minis- 
ter had been much felt, and on the occasion of a visit by 
Gideon BoxmsE, the Commandeur of Berbioe, and the Predi- 
cant of that Colony, in 1683, Beekman was very glad to 
avail himself of the Reverend gentleman's services to bap- 
tise two children and administer the Sacrament. The small 
salaries caused a difficulty in procuring suitable persons for 
the office, and it was not rare for several years to elapse be- 
tween the death or departure of one Predicant and the arri- 
val of another. 

The Predicant and his wife lived at Kyk-over-al, and sat 
at the Commandeur's table, together with the Secretary 
and one or two other Officials. Divine Service was held at 
the Fort, probably in the Secretary's room. The boarding 
system was like that of a vessel at sea, ordinary provisions 
being provided by the Company, but luxuries and wines 
had to be paid for, probably by a sort of mess system. 
Beekman was rather free with his invitations to new comers 
and ship captains, so that the table became much too expen- 
sive for the mean ideas of the Directors, who scolded him 
now and then for his hospitality. Under such conditions as 
existed at the fort, the little party of officials might easily 
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have been excused for entertainiiig a few visitors, but such 
was not the opinion of the Companj. Being a little head- 
strong, Beekman did not give much heed to remonstrances 
on his extravagance, and, when blamed for acting on his 
own responsibility, he took little notice. As always happens 
when a man takes a line of his own, he gained some enemies, 
the most vindictive being De Jonge and his brother-in-law. 
These sent petitions to the Directors for his removal, stating 
that the colony was worse oS than in the time of Hbkdsie 
BpL. 

Beeeman seems to have been very friendly with Matthys 
DE Fbbb, the Gommandeur of Berbice, who probably some- 
times visited Kyk-over-al. In 1687 De Feeb informed him 
of a dispute between the Indians and settlers, which had 
resulted in the murder of several ^^Christians'' and the 
plunder of their plantations. He warned BEEEiiAN to be 
on his guard, as the Garibs would be likely to pay a visit to 
Kyk-over-al. It appears that the system of annual Gom- 
mandeurs was still kept up in Berbice ; mention is made of 
Gideon Boubse in 1683, Luoas Goudbib, who improved 
Fort Nassau, in 1684, and now in 1687, of Matthys db 
Feeb, but from this time to 1712 the record is entirely 
wanting. 

During the Administration of Abbahak Beeeman, the 
profits to the Gompany of the trade and plantations in Esse- 
quebo amounted to about 8000 guilders annually, which, 
judging by the value of money at that time, would be equiva- 
lent to something like £2,000. There were forty soldiers 
and twelve negro slaves at Kyk-over-al, besides the Gom- 
mandeur, Secretary, Clerk, and Predicant and his wife. 
How so large a number of persons could have existed in 
such a small building is di£Glcult to conceive. 
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THE PRIVATEERS, 1689^1714. 



War with France — ^Da Caaae and the Corsairs — ^They attack Snrmam 
and are repulsed — Pomeroon destroyed by a French pirate — Pomeroon 
abandoned — Commandenr Abraham Beekman dismissed — Samuel Beek- 
man appointed — ^His Instructions — ^His report on Essequebo — ^First Court 
of Policy — Capitation Tax imposed — Condition of Colony — Trade— ^ 
Posts — Scarcity of horses — ^Samuel Beekman dies at Kyk-oYcr-al — Sec- 
retary Van der Heydensucceeds— Another war with France — Essequebo 
captured by French privateers and ransomed — Plundered a second time 
Van der Heyden confirmed as Commandenr — Berbice captured by 
Jacques Cassard — ^Its ransom — The Van Peeres refuse to pay — ^Berbice 
ceded to the privateers — They sell the colony to the Van Hooms Com- 
pany — ^Agreement with West India Company to obtain slaves — ^New 
Commandenr attempts to re-establish Berbice. 



AFTER a peace of eleven years, war was again declared 
by the Netherlands against France on the 9th of 
March, 1689. Trouble had been brewing for some 
time previous on account of the persecution of the French 
protestants, to whom the Netherlands became a refuge- 
Then came the revocation of the Edict of Nantes and peace 
between the two countries became no longer possible. Ac- 
cording to the declaration ** the king of France having 
begun a horrible persecution of those of the reformed re- 
ligion in his country, hath in that persecution involved the 
subjects of this State, who were only settled in France on 
account of trade ; having parted wives from their husbands 
and children from their parents ; and had so little regard 
to justice that the Consuls residing there have been used 
after a cruel and unheard of manner/' Dutch Willum 
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being then king of England, it naturally followed that the 
two great maritime nations of that age were united against 
the hereditary foe, and that the West Indies again became 
the scene of bitter hostilities. 

During the late peace both England and France had tried 
to suppress piracy, which had hitherto been so rampant in 
the West Indies. In 1686, a number of corsairs, who had 
made money in the South Sea, settled in Cayenne, began 
to clear land for plantations, and were in a fair way to suc- 
cess when the war broke out. This put an end to all their 
ideas of planting, and when a number of privateers arrived 
under the command of Du Casss, most of them were eager 
for anything that savoured of the old roving life. 

France was almost without a navy at this time, and the 
declaration of war was at once followed by the establish- 
ment of joint-stock Companies for fitting out privateers. 
Letters of Marque were granted freely, and money con- 
tributed by all manner of persons in hopes of making 
enormous profits. As the king's ships were not strong 
enough to prevent trading there was all the more scope for 
the privateers. Being independent of all control they 
stuck at nothing, while their conduct was often disgraceful 
in the extreme, being hardly better than that of the pirates. 
Prisoners were often tortured most cruelly to make them 
divulge the location of their secreted valuables, and some- 
times murdered when they refused the information. After 
the goods were sold in a neutral port, or one of their own, 
they often fought and killed each other in disputes about 
prize-money. Altogether the system was a most disgraceful 
one to all the parties concerned, and was even disapproved 
by the best naval officers of the time. 

Du Casbe was one of the most famous commanders of 
this period. His project was to pillage all the Dutch and 
English colonies in the West Indies, commencing with 
Surinam. On the 6th of May, he arrived before Paramaribo 
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with nine vessels, where he bombarded the fort for three 
days without success. In retiring from the combat one of 
his vessels got aground, which the plucky Dutchmen man« 
aged to capture with all on board, to the number of a hun« 
dred and eighty four men. 

Finding Surinam too diflSoult, he sent two of his vessels 
to Berbice, which fell an easy prey. The privateers having 
commenced to pillage and destroy the plantations, Com- 
mandeur De Feer was obliged to promise a ransom of 20,000 
guilders to save the colony. For this sum he gave a drafb 
on the Fatroons, with the customary hostages, but fortun. 
ately for Berbice, the matter was compounded by the 
Governor of Surinam, who, by holding the French prisoners, 
was in a position to stipulate for easier terms to the sister 
colony. Ultimately the matter was settled by a payment of 
six thousand guilders and a few hogsheads of sugar, and 
Du Oasse sailed for the Islands, where he had the celebrated 
fight with Admieal Benbow. 

Meanwhile, although Kyk-over-al had escaped, Pomeroon 
was not so fortunate. On the 30th of April a French pirate, 
who does not appear to have been connected with Du Cassi, 
appeared suddenly before the little fort in Pomeroon. De 
JoNGE having no force to defend the place, was obliged to 
run away to JK^yk-over-al, leaving the little property and 
young plantations to be plundered and burnt by the enemy. 
This pirate is said to have established himself in the Barima, 
where he obtained help from the Caribs in this raid. There 
seems to have been some ill-feeling among the Caribs in that 
quarter, possibly on account of the doings of De Jonge. 

The Commandeur of Kyk-over-al informed the Directors 
of this disaster on the 6th of July following, and told them 
they need not be afraid for Essequebo, as it had a proper 
fort and strong garrison. It was finally resolved by the 
Ten on the 15th of November, that Pomeroon should be 
abandoned as far as the settlement was concerned, anything 
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that remained being removed to Kyk-over-al. A post was 
however to be kept there, under the charge of three men 
from Esseqnebo, where the Company's flag was to be kept 
flying* 

The dissatisfaction with Abraham Beeeman ended in his 
dismissal by the Directors on the 30th of October 1690* 
His extravagance, and breach of the Articled Letter by 
establishing a Plantation on his own acccount, caused the 
final rupture. It does not appear that the charges against 
him were considered very grave, as he was allowed to keep 
his estate and remain in Essequebo. His successor was one 
of the principal planters of Essequebo, named Samuel Beek« 
MAN, who, when on a visit to the Netherlands, was appointed 
Gommandeur on the 9th of December 1690. His commission 
was similar to that of Abraham Beeeman, but some additions 
were made to the *^ Instructions" on account of the delin- 
quencies of the late Gommandeur. He was not to establish 
any estate for himself or his friends, or have any share or 
interest therein, on any pretext whatsoever, and if he hap- 
pened to have a share already he must sell it at once. He 
must not carry on any private trade, on pain of confisca- 
tion, nor allow the Gaptains or other Officers to do so, but 
examine into all their transactions, and if he found them 
guilty, dismiss them without wages. On arriving at Esse- 
quebo he must make his clerk close the old books and open 
fresh ones, and bring over the balances ; he must cdose 
the books in December and send certified copies to the 
Ghamber^ with an account of any persons who had died 
or left the service, and be very careful how he advanced 
money to the servantSi as many of them had transferred 
their salaries to persons in the fatherland. He must 
sell slaves for thirty Flemish pounds each, or not less than 
8,000 lbs. of sugar, cash, on the same conditions as they 
were sold in Surinam. Jacob de Jonge was to be appointed 
manager of one of the Gompany's estates, and the Gomman- 
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deur was to see how many slaves Hutbeegt Coubt had taken 
^ Berbice, and where they had come from. No trade was to 
be carried on in Indian slaves, nor were they to be removed 
from the river. The Indians were to be encouraged to gather 
as much anatto as they could ; no one was to be allowed to 
trade in balsam copaiba, it being the monopoly of the Com- 
pany ; and finally the boats were not to be used except for 
the Company's benefit. 

From these instructions it may be presumed that Abba- 
ham BiEEMAN had not been strict enough for the Directors, 
m allowing Indian slaves to be bought in the river, and 
taken to Berbice and other places. This touched the African 
monopoly of the Company, of irhich it was very jealous. The 
appointment of Jacob db Jongb, and the general tenor of the 
instructions, show that his^tale-bearing had been approved. 

Samubl Bbbeman arrived at Kyk-over-al in March 1691, 
and found the colony less flourishing than the Directors 
supposed. His first report, dated April 8th following, stated 
that there were at Kyk-over-al and on the three Company's 
plantations, 48 Europeans, including soldiers, 58 Indian 
slaves, 14 coloured people, and 165 negro slaves. On the 
private estates there were several hundred slaves, but as 
these did not concern the Company, the Commahdeur 
thought it unnecessary to enumerate them. Samuel Bb£K- 
MAN was very energetic, but more cautious and economical 
than his predecessor, nevertheless with all his zeal the colony 
progressed but slowly. In October 1696, the widow of the 
late Commandeur applied for permission to ship her sugar 
by way of Surinam, on account of the delay entailed by 
waiting for the regular vessel. This the Directors allowed, 
and even permitted her to have the use of the Company's 
boat for the purpose. 

The first Council or Court of Policy was constituted after 
the arrival of Samuel Bibeman. By this time the Com^ 
pany's plantations had become of so much importance as to 
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require a manager for eacli* These, with the Gommaadeur 
and Secretary, formed a GoTmcil, which sat occasionally 
either as a Court of Justice, or to consider the Company's 
affairs. The free planters had no voice in these matters 
and it may be presumed knew nothing of the Councils. On 
the 10th of September 1698, the Ten resolved to impose a 
Capitation tax of 2^ guilders for each slave, and one stiver 
per acre on the private plantations. This head-tax became 
one of the institutions of the Colony, lasting up to the time 
of the abolition of slavery, under the name of Company's 
and Swing's taxes. The acre money on tbe contrary was 
never enforced, althougb the Company tried very hard to 
get it collected. The Directors thought the expenses of 
the establishment of Essequebo enormous. There were at 
this time, at the Fort and on the plantations, 72 European 
servants of the Company, whose aggregate salaries amounted 
to 872 guilders ($348*80) per month besides rations. The 
Commandeur received seventy guilders, with a free table and 
a percentage on the produce of the Company's plantations • 
The importation of more negroes increased the cultivation , 
and one more Company's estate was planted. The four 
were Fortuin, Poelwyk, New Middelburg, and West Sou. 
berg, from which the produce was increased from about 300 
to 500 hhds. of sugar. Besides these there were the pro- 
vision grounds at Cartabo, from which however there came 
only a few preserved fruits for export, besides the necessary 
vegetables for the garrison. The trade in anatto was in- 
creased from 50 to 150 brls., while the annual profit rose 
to about 15,000 guilders. The trading posts were now set- 
tled, and there was not so much traveling among the In- 
dians. In 1703 the Commandeur reported that there were 
then four posts, in Demerara, Mahaica, Pomeroon and Cuy- 
uni. The last was so far up the river that it took thirty days 
paddling to reach it, and had been established for the pur- 
pose of bringing horses from Spanish^Ghuana. On account 
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of the jealouBj of the Company, no veBsels from New Eng- 
land were able to come openly to Essequebo, and therefore 
the trade for horses could not be carried on as it was in 
Surinam. The wear and tear of these animals in the old 
sugar mills was very great ; it can therefore be understood 
why strenuous efforts were made to provide a supply, al- 
though it can hardly be conceived how they could be brought 
from such a distance, by a river so impeded by rapids. At 
a later period mules were brought by sea from the Orinoco, 
partly on account of the difficulties of the journey by way 
of the Cuyuni, but mainly from a dispute with the Spaniards. 
These posts were generally in charge of one of the soldiers, 
who, together with two or three slaves, carried on a barter 
of iron pots, tools, cutlery, fish hooks, beads, &c., for 
balsam copaiba, anatto, letter-wood, hammocks and a few 
other things. At all the posts the Company's flag was 
hoisted at intervals, as a mark of sovereignty over the dis- 
tricts of which they were centres. Changes were made in 
their locations at different times ; Post Arinda in the Esse- 
quebo, was at first about 25 miles beyond Bartica, after- 
wards it was removed to the junction with the Siparuni, 
and finally to the mouth of the Bupununi, according to the 
necessities of the Indian trade. 

Samubl Beeeman did not enjoy very good health at Eyk- 
over-al. In 1698 he was allowed to take a trip to the Nether- 
lands, but on his return he again became sickly. He applied 
for leave of absence a second time in 1703, but on this occa- 
sion it waa refused. On December 10th 1707, he died, and 
was buried on Plantation Fortuin. Just before his death he 
called tbe Councillors to his bedside, to give them his final in- 
structions and appoint a provisional Commandeur. He nom- 
inated the Secretary, Fisteb van deb Hbtdbn Bbsin, and 
asked the managers to acknowledge him as his successor, 
to which they agreed, only one of them being discontented 
because he himself had not been chosen. 
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Meanwliile} the mother country had been at peaoe since 
the treaty of Byswick in 1697^ but war was again declared 
by France against the Emperor, England and the Nether- 
lands, on the 3rd of July 1702. During the war that fol- 
lowed, which lasted eleven years, the French privateers 
again made their appearance in Quiana, and succeeded in 
capturing all the Dutch colonies. When Abraham Beeeman 
boasted of being able to protect Essequebo with his forty 
soldiers, he could hardly have expected the enemy would 
trouble him in such an out-of-the-way place, as it required 
very little foresight to see what could and did happen. 

On the 18th of October 1708, the watchman of the little 
Brandwagt or guard-house, near the mouth of the Essequebo, 
was surprized to see three vessels entering the river. By 
their build he could easily tell they were not Dutch, and, 
knowing what might be expected, he and his two comrades 
embarked in a swift corial to inform the Commandeur that 
three French privateers were coming up to the Fort. Im- 
mediately on this report Van deb Hetden sent a boat to 
reconnoitre, which returned with the news that the Brand- 
wagt was taken, and the vessels saiUng up the river, crowded 
with armed men. 

The Commandeur was very much alarmed, while the few 
planters were in a state of utter confusion. Some of them 
ooUected as much of their portable property as could be 
carried on the heads of the slaves, and retired with it and 
them to the bush, while the Manager of Yryheid got together 
a few friends with a view to protect that plantation, which 
was on Bartica point. Meanwhile the three vessels had sailed 
up the river, plundering and burning a few of the Indian 
villages on its banks, and arrived at Bartica point, where 
the men prepared to land. The manager sent to Eyk-over- 
al for soldiers, and, with his little following of friends 
and slaves, set himself to oppose the landing. No help 
coming from the fort, be drew up his small force and gave 

h2 
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battle to the enemy, trying to sink the boats, but the pri- 
vateers, being disciplined and well armed, laughed at the 
idea of such a rabble attempting to oppose them. It soon 
followed that the landing was effected, while the gallant 
Dutchman and his followers were driven into the bush, with 
a loss of two killed and several wounded, while the privateer 
leader, Captain Antoine Febbt, took up his quarters in the 
manager's house, making himself free with everything it 
contained, especially the provisions and wine. From Vryheid 
the privateers commenced a series of raids on the neighbour- 
ing plantations, whUe Van deb Heyden kept within the fort, 
amidst the clamouring of the planters, who demanded his 
assistance to preserve their properties from pillage. The 
Commandeur, having more discretion than valour^ told them 
that his forty soldiers were of no use against the three hun- 
dred of the enemy, and that it was his duty to preserve the 
fort at all hazards. Febky had no intention of attacking 
Kyk-over-al, but like most of the privateers confined his 
operations at first to pillage. Having taken away everything 
portable, he sent a boat to the fort under a flag of truce, to 
demand its capitulation as preliminary to negotiations for a 
ransom, otherwise the planter's houses and sugar mills would 
be burnt, and the canes and provision fields destroyed. As 
the Commandeur was quite at the mercy of the Frenchman, 
he was obliged to concede this demand, and on the 25th of 
October the capitulation was signed, by which Febb? agreed 
to leave the colony, on consideration of a payment of 50,000 
guilders. This amount was made up of 112 slaves at 300 
guilders each, meat and other provisions from the store, and 
a thousand pieces of eight ($1,000.) in cash for himself and 
his officers. One third of this ransom was paid by the almost 
ruined owners of the fifteen or sixteen private estates, while 
the remainder was settled by the Company. * 

•NetMlwr 
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As if Essequebo had not been unfortunate enough in the 
spoliation by Febbt^ two more French privateers came up 
the river in February 1709, and plundered and burnt the 
four Company's, as well as most of the private, plantations, 
taking away five hundred hogsheads of sugar, as well as 
many of the slaves. After their departure there remained 
only two sugar mills in the whole colony, so that most of 
the private planters were ruined. 

Van dsb Hetden asked the Directors for more soldiers, 
and set to work to repair the damage, so that in two years 
five sugar mills were in working order. 

Habtsinok has given an account of one of these affairs, in 
which the Commandeur is said to have called together the 
chiefs or ** owls" of the Indians, and by their aid to have 
driven out the Frenchmen. If any such victory ever took 
place it could hardly have been near Kyk-over-al, but pos- 
sibly it may have been towards the mouth of the Orinoco, 
where the privateers sometimes had their head quarters, and 
most likely after the ransom had been settled. The account 
runs as follows : — 

" About the year 1709 two French privateers entered 
the river Essequebo, and immediately landed some of their 
men with the intention of seizing the colony, or at least of 
plundering it. They actually burnt some of the plantations^ 
but were unable to capture the fort. The Commandeur 
then ordered the captains or Owls of the Indians to march 
forward with their men for the protection of the colony. 
These having arrived they assisted in driving off the French, 
being exasperated the more on account of two of their vil- 
lages having been burnt when the Frenchmen arrived. 
Their boldness was so great, that they carried away the 
French colours from the place where the Guard was sta- 
tioned, whom they found engaged in feasting on stolen cat. 
tie. On seeing the Indians a few of the privateers sallied 
out to attack them, but the Indians hid in the bush, from 
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whence they saluted their pursaers in such a manner that 
they were glad to return to their comrades, whilst the Indians 
sallied forth and carried the colours in triumph to the fort.*" 

On the 4th of October 1710, Yak deb Hbtden was con- 
firmed by the Ten as Commandeur of Eyk-over-al. He 
seems to have been very cautious and economicali which 
pleased the Directors, who were better satisfied with his be- 
haviour than were the planters. Notwithstanding the misfor- 
tunes of the Colony, the shipment of May previous had 
amounted to a hundred and sixty hogsheads of sugar, fifty 
barrels of anatto, and over eight hundred flasks of balsam 
copaiba. About this time it became necessary to send two 
vessels annually to bring away the produce, and as those 
which followed the above were both taken by the French, 
the Company experienced another heavy loss. In the same 
year, the inhabitants petitioned the Ten to erect a new fort 
on Flag Island, at the same place where Abraham fiBSEMAN 
had formerly commenced his fortification, so as to prevent 
an enemy from entering the river to plimder the plantations, 
but the cost being considered too great the matter was 
again shelved. 

Berbice had remained unmolested by Aktoinb Fbbbt and 
the other privateers, to experience a great misfortune in 
1712, from the French corsair Jacques Cassabd. 

^* The Hero of Nantes," as Cassabd was called, was one of 
the most celebrated of the great privateers, and is honoured 
by having his statue still standing in front of the Bourse of 
his native town. The French are very proud of his exploits, 
but judged by the moral code of the present day, he would 
only be put down as a daring ru£San and the leader of a 
band of desperadoes. In 1712 a great expedition was fitted 
out at Marseilles to plunder the Dutch colonies in the West 
I, of which Cassabd was Commodore, and the Babok 
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DB MouANB Commander of the troops supplied by the Eing. 
Half the shares belonged to Cassabd, the remainder being 
held by five Merchants, Messrs. Joseph Maillbt, Jan Diiu, 
MiOHiEL Olaisb, Nicolas GmTTON and Bousssl and Com- 
pany. After capturing the Cape di Yebde Islands, Cassabd 
proceeded to Surinam, where he arrived on the 8th of 
October, with eight large and thirty small vessels, manned 
by soldiers and rough seamen to the number of three thou- 
sand. With such a force nothing could stand before him ; 
he passed the fort and town and went up the river, where he 
had all the plantations at his mercy, and threw the whole 
colony into a state of consternation. Many of the planters 
sent their slaves to hide in the bush, where they concealed 
themselves so effectually that some of them could never be 
found again, but went to form the camps of Bush Negroes 
which gave such trouble to the colonists in after years- 
One of Cassabd's exploits was to break into the Jewish 
Synagogue, kill a hog within the walls, and sprinkle the 
blood over the whole place to defile it, which he considered 
good sport. After ravaging the colony to his heart's con- 
tent he agreed to accept a ransom of 747,350 guilders 
Surinam currency (/622,800, Dutch). After a great deal 
of trouble this amount was raised, and paid in sugar, Negro 
and Indian slaves, merchandise, provisions, cattle, stores, 
cash and jewellery. The sugar was priced at /48*15 per 
hhds., whUe that from Berbice was estimated at/30 ; what 
was the reason of this it is hard to conjecture, unless there 
was a difference in quality or size of the hogshead. Having 
received the ransom, Cassabd left Surinam on the 6th of 
December and proceeded to the West Indies, where he 
captured Antigua, Montserrat, and Curagao. 

Meanwhile, during his delay in Surinam, Cassabd sent 
three of the large vessels and some smaller craft to Berbioe> 
under the command c^ Babon de Mouans, where they 
arrived on the 8th of November. 
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The Brandwagfc, known under the name of Redoubt Sam^ 
Bon, being deserted from the want of soldiers, the enemy 
arrived before Phi. Hoofd on the lOth, before any alarm 
was given to Fort Nassau. Here they landed, took posses- 
sion of the plantation, and proceeded along the bank of the 
river until within sight of the fort, where they threw up 
some earth-works. On the 11th a parley was demanded, 
and Commandeur Watbhman called upon to strike his flag 
and surrender. This being refused, the privateers bom- 
barded the place until the 14th, throwing 150 bombs into 
the fort and neighbouring houses, killing or wounding many 
of the defenders. The mischief was all the greater on 
account of one of the soldiers belonging to the fort, a French- 
man named Fbanoois Tibol, deserting to the enemy and 
showing them the most assailable points. Meanwhile the 
fort had been surrounded, and the plantations lay at the 
mercy of the corsairs, who commenced their work of pillage. 
Seeing that it was useless to continue the defence, on the 
14th the Commandeur ordered the Ohamade to be beaten as 
a sign of surrender, and asked for a day's truce. This 
having been granted, De Mouans entered the fort, accom- 
panied by a strong escort, to arrange the terms of capitula- 
tion. The demands of the enemy were so enormous, that 
they frightened Waterman and his Council, and it was not 
until they were threatened with fire, and the destruction of 
the whole colony, that they reluctantly agreed to pay half 
the amount. This was 300,000 guilders, and that being 
agreed upon, there came the question of how it was to be 
paid. Money was hardly current anywhere in the West In- 
dies at that time, the standard of exchange being sugar ; 
even fines being paid in so many pounds of this article. 
After a great deal of haggling the French agreed to take 
all the sugar belonging to the Patroons, some slaves, stores, 
and a bark, amounting altogether to 118,024 guilders, and 
the balance in a Bill of Exchange drawn by the Commao- 
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deur and his GoudoU on the house of Van Pbeee to the 
order of Babon d£ Mouans. 

The matter was not yet settled however, this being only 
the ransom of the fort and six plantations of the Fatroons ; 
for the estates and goods of the private planters they insisted 
on obtaining 10,000 guilders in cash, as prize money to the 
oflScers and men of the squadron. Such an amount in cash 
(equal to about £2,500 now) did not exist in the colony, and 
the poor inhabitants were in the utmost consternation. 
What to do they knew not, however they collected all their 
little hoards together, bringing forth every piece of plate and 
jewellery that had been brought from the fatherland, and at 
last succeeded in gathering the value of 6,000 guilders. 
This did not satisfy the greedy corsairs, and the people were 
told to go back for more ; if they had no money let them 
bring whatever they could collect. At last, by denuding 
themselves of their very means of subsistence, they raised the 
balance in provisions, stores and a few hogsheads of sugar. 
The sugar was valued at /30 a hogsheads of about 700 lbs, 
the adult negroes at /300, and the children of ten to twelve 
years at/110. All the money that could be collected only 
amounted tojf936.11 ($374.62), while the gold and silver 
jewellery and plate came to/5,138.1. 

The Governing Council of Berbice then consisted of the 
Commandeur and the six managers of the colony plantations, 
whose names were Steven de Watebman, Laubenb db Fbeb^ 
M. HsTN, Claas Ras, Antony Tiebens, Hbndbik van Doobn 
and Gebabd de Yeebman. As De Mouans required hostages as 
security for the draft on Messrs. Jan and Cobnelis van FbbbEi 
the last two Councillors were chosen, and by them it appears 
the Commandeur sent an account of the afEair to the Fat- 
roons, asking them to pay the money as soon as possible, so 
that the prisoners might be liberated. This was dated 
January 2nd 1713, and it may be presumed that the priva- 
teers left Berbice the next day. 

I 
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When the Fatroons were called upon to accept the Bill of 
Exchange, they were very angry and absolutely refused. It 
was more than the place was worth, they said, and the Gom- 
mandeur had no authority to promise such a ransom ; be- 
sides which it was out of all proportion to that of Surinam, 
which colony was worth more than ten times as much as 
Berbice. Meanwhile, one of the hostages, Teebman, had died 
on the voyage, while the other had been sent to Toulon, 
where he remained for a year and a half, and then died a 
prisoner. 

Joseph Maillet sent the Bill to his correspondents in 
Amsterdam, Messrs Van db Cbuts, Son, and Bngelbebts, 
who, when the Van Peebes refused either to accept or pay 
it, entered a formal protest on the 12th of May 1713, and 
another on the 17th of November following, when the 
Fatroons agreed to compound the matter by ceding the 
colony to Cassabd and the five equippers of the squadron. 

Here was a dilemma ; a colony belonging to the Nether- 
lands, given over to another nation, without reference to 
either the States General, or its feudal lord the West India 
Company. To add to the difficulty peace had been signed 
at Utrecht on the 14th of April 1713, when all disputes had 
been settled and nothing said of Berbice. The French 
Ambassador at the Hague brought the matter before the 
States General, but they would have nothing to do witii it, 
aa it was only a mercantile transaction. 

It may be presumed that both the Van Peebes as well as the 
Marseilles merchants thoroughly understood the difficulties 
of the position, and it almost seems as if the Dutchmen 
were haggling for the purpose of getting back the colony 
on easy terms. Berbice would have been of no use to 
MaitiLET and his friends even for a trading post, as the mer- 
cantile laws would prevent commerce with either France 
or the Netherlands, while it was utterly impossible to estab- 
lish a French government in a Dutch colony. Even if it 
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had been poBsU)l9 to transfer the place to the King of France, 
ibej wonld have been no farther advanced towards gpttkig 
t]i9 ppse moneys Privateers never took possessiont but 
tri^d bj threats qli pillage and destruction to obtain as great 
a nuMom as possible^ only the King's ships being able to 
capture a colony. Instead therefore of taking immediate 
possession of Berbice, M. Mauxet went to Amsterdam him- 
self tp oee. what coidd be done. Here he offered. Ijo sell 
either the Bill of Exchange or the colony itself, and after 
some delay entered into negotiations with the Van Hoobns 
and SoHUUBMAK. These merchants appear to have been 
backed by Cobhbus van Fbebb, although his name was 
naturally kept out of the transaction^ who gave them every 
facility and promised to transfer to them the rights of the 
old proprietors. Then they went to the West India Com- 
pany, and being influential shareholders^ obtained its sup- 
port| with an agreement to supply them with slaves, which 
was sanctioned by the States Qeneral on the 10th of 
September^ 1714. After doing all this Van Hoobn and 
ScHUTTSMAN offered 108,000 guilders for the Bill, which it 
will be remembered was for/180,975'69 and on the 24th of 
October, Joseph Maillet, as representing the equippers of 
the squadron, passed an Act of Cession, whereby Berbice 
wa^ transferred to Messrs. ^igolaas van Hoobn. Hendbik 
VAN J9[ooBN, Abnold Dix and Fieteb Sohuubman. By pay- 
ment of this sum the purchasers became entitled to all the 
privateers' rights, hypothecations and preferences upon 
Berbice, and whatever belonged to it, and were authorised 
to take possession of the colony. To complete the transaction 
an AcU vdkn JUbwndon was passed on the 28th of Novismber, 
by which, if OHAV and Gobnelis van Pebbe, Mabiavan Peebs 
widow pi PoBNEtis KiEN» and Thomas Alexandeb ISjsfsasK^ 
the late pwners of the colpny, cedal all their rights to ^ 
Van Hoqsi^b and their associates. 
There \» very little to be gleaned as to the situation of 

I 2 
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Bcpbice during the period of about two years that this diffi- 
culty lasted. The Act of Cession refers to two ship-loads 
of sugar having been taken by Cassabd during this interval, 
and the sending of the two vessels to Berbice with supplies 
from France, which transactions were to be accounted for 
and the difference between the values of the cargoes taken 
and returned deducted from the /108,000. Whether there 
was any representative of the privateers in tbe colony is 
doubtful ; but it may be presumed that the position was so 
very uncertain that no interference from either party took 
place. Watebman remained as Commandeur, but could do 
very little to re-establisb the colony until the dispute was 
settled, while the free settlers were naturally very anxious. 
As may be seen by the enormous difference in the ransom 
of the colony and private plantations, the colonists in Ber- 
bice were few, and their properties of little value. 

CoBNELis VAK Peebb, notwithstanding his declaration of 
the little value of Berbice, took a share in the New Com- 
pany. They found the colony in a very low condition. 
By the loss of 259 of the best slaves the colony plantations 
were rendered unworkable, some of them being actually 
abandoned, while the private planters were almost disheart- 
ened. During the late crisis planting had almost ceased, 
as there was no certainty of their being able to ship the 
sugar when it was prepared. The first business was to re- 
place the slaves, by requesting the West India Company 
to send for 250 Angola negroes. These were to be delivered 
in Berbice in the proportion of two-thirds men and one- 
third women, at the rate of /212,10 ($85) per head for 
*^ pieces d* India,'' that is robust and healthy negroes of 
between 15 and 30 years of age, and /1 65 for the " Macque- 
rons," those who were weak and sickly. The separation of 
the healthy from the sick was to take place on the fourth 
or fifth day after arrival, by four persons on behalf of the 
Company, viz., the Captain, two pilots or mates, and the 
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ship's surgeon, and the same number chosen by Van Hoobn 
and SoHUUBMAN. Any future importations were to be paid 
for at the rate of/250 ($100) per head for " pieces d' India," 
100 guilders in Amsterdam on the sailing of the vessel, and 
the balance on delivery, or at such time as should be agreed 
on, the Company taking the risk of the voyage. If the Com- 
pany should be unable to import the slaves, Van Hoobn and 
SoHUUBMAN might, under proper recognition of their High 
Mightinesses, send a vessel to Africa at their own cost, pro- 
vided they took away no more than the number agreed 
upon. Except in the last case, no slaves were to be bartered 
for or bought otherwise than through the Company, and in 
the event of their at any time abandoning the Colony, they 
would be free to remove their slaves aud effects. 

For each vessel sent to Berbice, the Directors were to be 
paid 300 guilders, as a tax to the Company, one hundred 
being paid on the departure of the ship and the balance on 
her return, besides the commission on the importation, as 
paid by Surinam and other colonies, and all sugar was to be 
brought to the Company's stores. The first vessel was to be 
free of the hundred guilders on her departure but was to 
pay the two hundred on her return whether she brought a 
cargo from Berbice, or had to take it in at Curasao or 
Surinam.* 

The old system of annual Commandeurs was now finally 
abolished in Berbice, Watbbman being dismissed, and one of 
the Councillors, Antont Tiebens, appointed in his place. 
Attempts were made to open up new colony plantations, but 
the want of labour and capital was much felt. Slaves were 
not imported in sufficient numbers, probably on account of 
the stringency of the conditions. While in Surinam anyone 
could get a credit of eighteen months, here two-fifths of the 
value was to be paid down before the slave ship left Am- 

*Bafflriiidk BeMliiTTliig van Ghiiana. 
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qtordanu WithoQft a goo4 aanply of labour Tery. littte <x>uld 
be done, the pcodj^oe c^ the plaatotfrna being fl^naU^ while. 
Ae Indian trade ba4 l^epone maoh raduced daring the lapt 
fewfwrs. 
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ESSEQUEBO AS A YOUNG COLONY, n^^—ns'^ 



Beoovery from the raids of private o ro ■*Pr o poo e d fort neai* ihe mMth 
of the riyer— Eyk-orer-al erowded— Hnis Nabj eBtaUiflhed^^-floiuiB of 
FdHoy and Jtutioe— Oonditioii of the young 0Dl0E7~Va& d«r H^ydvi 
dismissed— Laurens de Heere appointed Oominsndenr-^Plaatatiops oom- 
menoed near the month of the Essequebo— Fertility of lower lands as 
ipared with those near the fort — ^Sizpeditions to prospeot 



and to trade among the Indians— OoSeeintrodtioed«*I>eHeeteiUes and is 
snoceeded by Secretary Geh ko r te -  P r og oaat Orefwtamk Mfifes> 
Staw riot on PlanAaililm Poelwyk— 'New fort oonuBenoed^-Oolooial 
Beeot ds J an Dndonjon— Christian Finet and the pigs— Qnairel at « 
fnneral^Indian slaTos— Bnrgher Militia^Extra head-tax proposed for 
defence of colony— First Land Grants— English vessels arrire with horses 

«--81avetf wanted— Advice of a planter as to tiie treaM&ie&tof rfanvs. 




ILE Berbioe had been plunged in diffioiiltiest Bsse- 
quebo was reooyering xmder the energetic and 
careful administration of Gommandeor Yak dbb 
HsTBBN, so that from 1713 to 1716 the profits mnouflted 
to /17|000 annually. Benewed attempts were made to 
induce emigration ftt)m the Netherlands, and adveortise^ 
ments published in the dilFerent Dutch newspapers, giving 
florid accounts of the colony and its adranti^;es. Since 
the peace there was no longer any dread ot privateers, 
and three of the Company's plantations had been re- 
established. There was yet however a feeling of insecurity. 
Most of the plantations were still in Ibe neighbourhood 
of Eyk-over-al| but tiie position of that fort as a defence 
was a very bad one. The question of a proper fort at the 
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mouth of the river again came to the front, causing many 
disputes between the Commandeur and the free planters. 
Van deb Hetden reasoned that the mouth of the river was 
too broad to be commanded by Fort Island, which could 
defend only one channel, while a privateer might easily 
pass on the west side and plunder the plantations without 
hindrance. In case of a riot among the slaves, the want of 
Kyk-over-al would be much felt, and besides that, there was 
the difficulty of calling together the Council, if the Comman- 
deur lived so far from the Company's plantations. The plan- 
ters near the fort sided with the Commandeur, while those 
who had taken up land about Groot Creek and below, wanted 
protection. The Directors would not even think of keeping 
up two fortifications, so the matter again dropped. 

By this time Kyk*over-al had been found much too small 
to accommodate the ofBcials and the garrison, as well as 
the trading goods and stores. How this little place could 
have contained such a number of persons, without this being 
discovered long before, is difficult to comprehend. Now an 
epidemic sickness broke out, and it became absolutely 
necessary to do something. The matter having been rep- 
resented to the Directors, in 1716, they gave Van deb 
Hbtdek permission to erect a Colony House at Cartabo, 
and two years afterwards it was completed. It went by 
the name of the ** Huis Naby " (the house near by), from 
its situation near the fort. Kyk-over-al was now left ifi 
the garrison, while the Commandeur and the civil servants 
lived in the new building. One of its rooms was used as 
a Council Chamber and Church, while the lower floor was 
occupied by the Company's store. The land in the neigh- 
bourhood was laid out in building lots, with 4 view to 
establish a town, — ^it even went by the name of ^^ Stad 
Cartabo'* and had a tavern and two or three small houses, 
but never contained enough dwellings to entitle it to the 
name of town or even village. 
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In 1718 the constitution ot the Council was altered, and 
it became a *^ Baad van Politic en Justitie/'* It was only 
one Council, composed of the Commandeur, Secretary, 
Assistant or clerk, and two managers of the Company's plan- 
tations, and acted as a Court of Justice or Council of the 
Company's affairs once a quarter. There was nothing like a 
representative government, the Company being absolute, 
sending out instructions on the most petty matters, which 
the Commandeur was bound to enforce. The private planters 
numbered about fifteen, under each of whom were two or 
three overseers, besides a carpenter and cooper, all whites, 
who superintended the twenty to thirty slaves. These last 
were either Indians or negroes, but field work was generally 
done by the latter, while the former were employed in 
hunting and house work. Besides these there were a few 
** Creole" slaves, the offspring of connections between 
African men and Indian women. There being always an 
excess of men among the imported cargoes, while the Caribs 
killed off the boks t and captured the bokeens, this class 
became of some importance, as will be seen later. On 
each of the Company's plantations there was generally a 
surgeon, but the office was often vacant on account of the 
small salary. Even when filled, it was by the veriest tyro, 
little better than a barber and blood-letter, in fact, he acted 
in the capacity of shaver to the Europeans. 

At the Huis Naby matters did not go on very smoothly. 
It seems as if the Directors encouraged a sort of spy sys- 
tem, under which one official often wrote petty complaints 
of another, and especially, they all told tales of the Com- 
mandeur. His relations with the Directors were already 
strained in 1718, when he quarrelled with his Secretary, 
Hbbiianus Gxlseebke, and sent him back to the Netherlands. 



* Properly Political or L^islative, and Judicial Council, afterwards known as Oourta of Policy and 
Jattioe. The word Council Is used as the best tmnslataon of Baad« 
t Bok, Dutch, a bftrfaariaB, bushman, flguiatirely Pan. 

K 
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The discharged Secretary made his case so good in the 
eyes of the Directors, that they restored him again to his 
post, and discharged Van dbe Hbtdbn on the 24th of Julyi 
1719. To add to the Oommandeur's hnmiliation, the 
Council was ordered to send him to the Netherlands 
at once, and, if he refused to go willingly, to arrest 
him; the supreme control being meanwhile vested in 
the Councillors, until a new Commandeur should be 

appointed. 

On the 5th of April, 1721, Laubbns db Hbebb, who was 
well acquainted with Bssequebo, was appointed Comman 
deur. Like the planters in the colony, he knew tibat the 
^ land near the mouth of the river was far more fertile than 
that in the neighbourhood of Kyk-over-al, and on assum- 
ing the government, he at once began to lay out a new 
Company's plantation at the mouth of the Bonasika Creek, 
near Fort Island, which he named Pelgrim. This led the 
van in a movement which was of the utmost importance 
to the colony—^ slow but almost general migration towards 
the ooast. Up to the period in question, the line of tangled 
mangrove swamp, which formed the shores of Quiana, had 
been left in its native wildness; Consisting as it did of 
oozy black mud, covered by the sea at high tides, it would 
have been most repulsive to any but a Dutchman, yet as 
we well know, it is one of the richest soils on the face of 
the globe when properly drained. The neighbourhood of 
Kyk-over-al on the contrary, is sandy and undulating, 
with beds of granite cropping out here and there, having 
fertile river bottoms, but generally. comparatively barren. 
It had its advantages however, in natural drainage and 
easy cultivation, but when against these were placed the 
fact that the crop of canes became less and less every year, 
until about the fifth crop was almost worthless, the 
prospects of the planter did not look so bright. As 
an illustration the following table of crops obtained in 



91 



ESSEQUEBO AS A YOUNG COLONY. 67 

Sarinam, may be taken as also representing those of 
Essequebo : — 

One (first), crop engar cones at 3,000 lbs. sngar per acre. 

Two (second) -„ 2,000 lbs. 

Three (third) „ 1,500 lbs. 

Four (fourth) „ 1,000 lbs. 

Five (fifth) „ 800 lbs. „ • 

The forest was cut down in the early part of the yew, 
and the trees left on the ground until September or Ootober, 
when, being dry, they were set on fire, and the clearing 
planted during the short rainy season of December to Feb- 
ruary. It has been always customary for the Indians to 
bum and plant a new provision field at intervals of four or 
five years, but it is obvious that this sort of cultivation 
would be very troublesome as well as expensive. The sig- 
nificance of the new departure of De Heeeb will be well 
understood when it is taken into account that drainage 
systems require large capital, and could not be undertaken 
by poor settlers with only twenty to thirty slaves each. 
'We may therefore look upon Plantation Felgrim as the 
pioneer of the era of a wealthy plantocracy, which ulti- 
mately, after a long struggle, overthrew the Company 
altogether. 

Another important innovation of De Heebe's government 
' is interesting, not for its success, but from its bearing on 
the present gold industry. By resolution of a meeting of 
the Ten, April 5th, 1721, persons were permitted to ex- 
plore the interior for minerals, for which purpose they 
* might be supplied with slaves at a reasonable price. The 
Chamber of Zeeland also authorised the Commandeur to 
send an expedition in search of new commercial products, 
and to open up a trade in the far outlying districts, among 
the strange tribes of Indians. The expedition, which con- 
sisted of two qualified officers, twenty soldierd, eight or 

* Ohp and BepUcatlon of Jeronlmy CUfBoid. 
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ten slaves, and some Indians, made a perilous journey 
into the interior, but i9in£hout any satisfactory result. The 
Company also sent out some miners on its own account, 
who prospected the rivers and found silver ore in the 
upper Cuyuni, but not in paying quantities. 

De Heebb tried his utmost to please the Directors, by 
endeavouring to increase the production of the Company's 
plantations. He introduced coffee from Surinam, and, in 
1725, had more than thirty thousand young trees, but 6a 
account of the unsuitability of the soil, it did not thrive, be** 
sides which the negroes could not then be induced to take to 
the work of picking and preparing it, which was too tedious 
for them. Indigo was also tried, but with indifferent 
success, the slaves objecting to this also. It might be sup- 
posed that the negroes could be compelled to do anything 
their masters wished, but such was not really the case, on 
the contrary, when they set themselves in opposition to 
any particular work, no coercion would end in anything 
more than an unprofitable result. Owing to the Com- 
mandeur's exertions, his last shipment, in 1728, amounted 
to 436 hhds. sugar, 51 brls. anatto, 4 brls. balsam copaiba 
and 24 bags coffee. 

Db Heebb again revived the project for establishing a 
new fort near the mouth of the river, and succeeded so far 
that the engineer, A. Leslobant, was sent from the Nether- 
lands to project a fortification on Great Flag Island. A 
horn- work and wooden redoubt, protected by strong palis- 
sades, was to be erected on the north side of the island, 
but like the former attempts, it fell through, probably on 
account of the expense. 

The Commandeur died at the Huis Naby on ths 9th of 
March, 1729, of cancer, and was provisionally succeeded by 
the Secretary, Hebmajstus Oelseebkb, who by a Resolution 
of the Ten, of April 12th, 1721, had been authorised to 
assume the command at once, in case of death or any 
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accident to his superior, to prevent confusion or possible 
discord. 

Qblskebke was appointed Gommandeur on the 11th of 
October, 1729. He was an old soldier, and seems to have 
been a man of some ability, and one who took a great in- 
terest in the progress of the colony. For his encouragement, 
the Directors, by a Resolution of the 14th of March, 1731, 
gave him a commission of two per cent, on the sales of 
indigo, coffee and cacao, grown on the Company's plan- 
tations, in addition to his salary and rations. As an 
inducement to energy on the part of the Company's mana- 
gers, they were also allowed a like commission on the same 
articles grown under their care. Neither Gommandeur nor 
managers, however, could have gained much by these 
allowances, as sugar and cotton were the staple products 
of the colony, while the other articles gradually dropped 
out of cultivation, being entirely wanting in the official 
returns of the shipments, about 1749. 

From 1724 to 1730, there had been no Predicant in Esse- 
quebo. Owing to the small salary, which was only about 
thirty guilders a month, besides the free table, it was very 
difficult to get a respectable married minister to go to the 
colony. Since Budolph Hetkens, there had been three Pre- 
dicants, JoDoous Bate, 1699-1703, Johannes van Golds- 
BBEGBN, 1706-10, and Zaohabias Hopman, 1719-24. 

None of these had been quite the sort of person suitable 
for the place, they being more ready to abuse and find 
&ult, than to try and improve matters, while on account 
*of their petty salaries they were very eager to obtain con- 
tributions from the private planters, not sparing in abuse 
when these did not come in as freely as they wished. 
OoLDSBSBGSN remained in the colony as a planter, but the 
others went back to the Netherlands, and, as may be seen 
from the dates when they held office, several years passed 
before their successors arrived. 
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At last, on the 10th of October, 1730, Hubbetus vak 
Gbayenbboee was appointed Predicant, and arrived in 
Essequebo soon afterwards. He is said to have been a 
model minister, very pious, gentle and unassuming, a true 
Christian and a blessing to the colony. He was so much 
beloved and esteemed, that when he wanted to go back to 
the fatherland, the inhabitants most earnestly begged him 
to remain, saying that they should never be able to find 
another so good and suitable. Having allowed himself to 
be persuaded, by love for his congregation, he remained for 
31 years, until, becoming old and infirm, he was obliged 
to retire. He never asked for a higher salary, but the 
Directors sometimes sent him a cask of red wine for a 
present, while he was able to supplement his pay by carry- 
ing on a sugar plantation, for which he received a grant « 
On his arrival there was no church, but he officiated at the 
Huis Naby ; later there were two places of worship, one 
on Fort Island and the other at Ampa. His congregations 
were not very large, and it is said that he sometimes had 
to preach to almost empty benches, however he was not 
satisfied with simply preaching, but visited the plantations 
at regular intervals, where he was received with the 
greatest possible show of love and respect. He was mar- 
ried and had a daughter, who afterwuds became the wife 
of Secretary Spooes. 

Up to this time there had been little trouble with the 
slaves, as the number on each estate was small, but with 
the increase to from fifty to a himdred on each plantation 
came a series of disturbances which could only be snp* 
pressed by very strong measures. In 1 731 arose the first 
serious trouble, which happened at Pin. Poelwyk, on Garia 
Island, one of the Company's estates. One Sunday, Mana- 
ger Lahan went to the Huis Naby to hear a sermon from 
Dr. Gbevekbeoek, leaving a white cooper to take charge of 
the plantation during his absence. As often happened in 
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ihe absence of the master^ the slaves became somewhat 
turbulent. They gathered round the white man in charge 
of the store, and commenced begging for one thing or 
another like a lot of children, and when told that only the 
master could give them presents, they became dissatisfied. 
Finally, a number of the most unruly, united in demanding 
tobacco, which the cooper was bound to refuse. They 
then became clamorous, and some of them haying managed 
to secure axes and cutlasses, threatened to break open the 
store. By this time the three other white men of the plan- 
tation came forward, and uniting with the cooper stood up 
with drawn hangers to defend the building. The mob now 
became enraged, rushed in a body on the four whites, and 
attacked them with such fury that they were immediately 
killed, and almost hacked to pieces. Then followed a horri- 
ble scene. The men raging with the madness of passion, 
broke into the store and filled themselves with the common 
rum called kiU-defvil, while the women and children ran 
away with the more substantjal articles. Lost to all sense 
of decency, they danced in front of the manager's house like 
a lot of devils. Not satisfied with having killed the white 
men, they now cut off their heads and kicked these firom 
one to another as foot-balls. Finally they prepared to 
sack the house. 

A little house-boy had watched all this in fear and trem- 
bling, but, when he saw the troop of fiends coming upstairs, 
he fled through a window and ran towards the river, fol- 
lowed by one or two hooting rioters. To escape pursuit he 
jumped into the water, and being a good swimmer, with 
a strong current in his favour, was soon beyond their reach 
and floating down the Massaruni towards Cartabo. After 
swimming for about an hour he landed on the west bank to 
await his master's return. 

Manager Laman, coming home from church, was surprised 
to hear his little negro boy hailing the boat, and to see him 
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standing among the bushes waving his hands and caUing 
out Massa I Massa I Ordering the boat to be pulled ashore, 
the Manager listened attentively to the boy's story, and tben 
taking him on board, quickly returned to Gartabo. Here 
the boy told his tale to the Commandeur, who, on hear- 
ing of the state of affairs, immediately ordered his 
Lieutenant and twenty soldiers to proceed to Pin. Poelwyk. 

On their arrival they found everything in confusion. 
The house and store had been sacked, furniture and other 
moveables being broken to pieces and scattered round the 
negro yard, while most of the rioters were lying about drank 
and exhausted. There was no difficulty in securing t)iemi 
which having been done, the remains of their victims were 
collected and buried, and some attempt made to remove the 
traces of the confusion. 

The following day five of the ringleaders were taken to 
the Huis Naby, where the Council of Justice gave them a 
fair trial, and sentenced the principal murderer to be 
burnt to death, while the other four were to receive severe 
floggings. As a warning to the others, the execution took 
place on the plantation. After the floggings, the one con- 
demned to death was fastened by chains to a post, and 
burnt at a slow fire. His power of endurance was so great, 
that after he was half charred, he asked for a pipe of tobacco, 
and coolly smoked it until his head fell forward and he died. 

Gblseebke went so far in the erection of the new fort, 
that in 1733 he reported it to the Directors as being in a 
state to defend itself, although not yet finished. All the 
planters had been required, in turn, to furnish slave labour, 
but the Commandeur wanted more labourers and materials. 
Before it could be worth much, he told the Directors, it 
would require more guns of a heavier kind, as well as proper 
ammunition, and again, the garrison must be increased. In 
answer to these requests they complained of the great 
expense of keeping up the colony, and the smallness of the 
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profits, whicli were quite inadequate to carry out his ambi- 
tious projects. There were then in Essequebo 66 Euro- 
peans, servants of the Company, and 854 slaves, distributed 
at the fort, Cartabo, the five Company's plantations, and 
the trading posts. The private estates numbered 25 to 30, 
averaging three Europeans and about sixty slaves on each ; 
the whole population may therefore be estimated at about 
three thousand, besides the free Indians. Although an 
older settlement than Surinam, Essequebo was nothing in 
comparison, there being in the greater colony something 
over 200' plantations and 12,000 slaves. 

With the year 1 735, commence the Minutes of the Court 
of Justice of Essequebo, as far as they have been pre- 
served as Colonial Records. The first volume extends from 
July 12th, 1735, to July 1st, 1743 j it is not the original 
Minute Book, but is one of a set copied in 1777, by direc- 
tion of the Commandeur and Council of Demerara, to pre- 
vent the necessity of visiting Essequebo when they wanted 
to refer to authorities and precedents. The first Record is a 
Power of Attorney dated July 1 2th, 1735, whereby Thbophilus 
and JoHANNis Bate of this river empowered Mr. Mabinub 
and Miss Johanna Spoors, traders of Middelburg, to negotiate 
two obligations of/2,000 and /1, 000 respectively, and render 
proper accounts. Other legal documents of a similar nature, 
with Bills of Lading and Wills, together with the Minutes 
of the Court, make up the contents of the book. Among 
the Bills of Lading is one of 4 hhds. of sugar at 4^ doits* 
a pound, and average accustomed, shipped by the Predicant 
to IsAAO Fabkeb, of Middelburg, and another of one aam 
(40 gins.) balsam copaiba, well sealed, 1 brl lime juice, 1 
keg preserves, and 1 parcel vanilla, well dried. The wiUs 
generally provided small legacies to the poor, which, with 
a proportion of most of the fines and a vendue taZ| formed 
the first Poor Fund. 

* ▲ maU toin eight of IrUch made a itiver. 
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Many of the charges brought before the Court are inter- 
esting from the light they throw on the manners and cus- 
toms of the time. One of the most troublesome characters 
was a private planter named Jan DunoKjON, who gave a 
great deal of work to the Council. On the 10th of August 
1735, after prayers, the Commandeur read a letter from 
DuDONJON in wldoh he complained that the Court would not 
do him justice, and used improper expressions which they 
thought unfit for any Burgher, and which ought to be 
most severely corrected. It appears that Hendbie db 
Bbutn could not meet his engagements, and petitioned the 
Court to protect him for a time, which was granted, all the 
creditors except Dudonjon being willing to wait. When 
offered sugar in payment, the obstinate creditor had refused 
to receive it and demanded immediate cash. The Court 
having considered the matter, concluded that it was a thing 
which could not be tolerated, and resolved that Dudonjoh 
be put under civil arrest at Kyk-over-al for fourteen days, 
fined /lOO to the poor, thirty stivers a day to the oflfioer, 
(jailor) for his board, and the expenses of Justice. This 
they hop^d would serve as a warning to him against setting 
himself in opposition to the Court. 

On the 16th of July, 1736, Dudonjon was oonoemed in 
another case. Philip Meboieb agreed to hire his boat to 
Mabdb Lapond for /250, to carry her and her goods to Suri- 
nam, she agreeing to furnish provisions for the voyage. 
After embarking at Supenaam, she found the boat unsea- 
worthy, and was compelled to hire another vessel from Jan 
Dudonjon. Having paid the money, she wanted reimburse- 
ment, and the Court ordered Meboieb to pay Dudonjon /SO 
for his boat, and the cost of a sail which the plaintiff had 
bought. Meboieb complained, that having gone to Dudon- 
J0N*s plantation, he had been strudc by the owner and had 
a stone thrown at him, while Dudonjon brought a counter- 
charge that Mercier had boasted " he could buy him and 
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all lus baggage, and Troaldn't give a snap for his wife'* ; 
this liad annoyed him, and he admitted having given the 
blow. DuDOKJON was fined thirty guilders, while Meboieb 
was warned not to insult any one again, or he would be 
severely punished. 

In Ifordi, 1740, Dubonjok brought up a Power of Attor- 
ney, which he admitted had been signed by only one wit* 
ness when drawn up, the other signature having been 
obtained afterwards, for which illegal act he was ^^ forgiven 
this time." In July following, he was cited, but did not 
appear, to answer a charge of scandal against a lady. 
Having been elected a Eaesheer, his conduct became so dis- 
graceful that the other members of the College refused to 
ait with him. Then, being about to leave the Colony, he 
asked for the usual certificate of good character, which was 
refused, and a little while afterwards he was ordered to re- 
main and answer a charge of attempting to murder one Jan 
Chbistunsik. At last he was ignominiously expelled from 
the College of Kiesheers as well as the Burghers. 

Chbistlan Fiket appeared before the Court on the 8rd of 
January, 1786, under a very curious charge. One Sunday 
when the Bev. Db. Gbevenbbobs was serving the Commu- 
nion in the little Church at Ampa, Finet went on board an 
English bark to buy pigs, and, while the service was being 
read, drove them past the Church, where they made so much 
noise that the whole congregation was disturbed. The 
defendant excused himself by saying that he had acted 
without evil intention. The Court did not consider this 
defenee sufficient, but, ^^ that the Sabbath might not be 
again profaned in that way," fined him twelve guilders for 
the poor, and cautioned him not to do the like again on 
pain of a heavier punishment. 

On the same day J. A. Ketseb, J. H. Moenk, L. Bebto 
and G. WiTLAim, were charged with making a disturbance 
on Pin. New Hope, at the funeral of Surgeon Tetsebingh. 

L 2 
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Bebto had commenced the row by enquiriDg why a glass of 
wine had been thrown away, and haying struck Wytland, 
a fight ensued. Eeyseb, the manager of Good Hope, was 
blamed for not having done his duty in preventing disorder, 
and for speaking disrespectfully of a surgeon who had died 
years before, and also for saying that there were no educated 
persons at present in the Council, and that nobody except 
M. BussoN had any idea of government. Keysbe having 
denied the charges, two witnesses were brought to prove 
them, and the Court to prevent such language in future, 
fined him /50, and Bebto, as the originator of the distur- 
bance, /25. 

The captain of the Swaan was called to account on the 
5th of March, 1736, for letting his vessel get aground, so 
that she had to be brought back and unloaded, to the dis- 
advantage of the shippers. The blame having been laid on 
the pilot, he was questioned on oath, and stated that a new 
bank had formed exactly in the entrance of the river, which 
he had never seen before. 

Disputes arising from the Indian slave trade were fre- 
quent. A proclamation to regulate this traffic had been 
published in 1717, permitting each colonist to have six red 
slaves, who might be procured from the Orinoco either by 
purchase or exchange, for each of whom a tax of f6 was 
to be paid, in addition to the usual head tax of f2'10 (one 
rix dollar). They were not to be removed from the river 
or sold to others than the inhabitants of the colony, and if 
they were sold or exchanged among the inhabitants, a tax 
of five rix dollars on the transfer was to be paid to the 
Company, half by the seller and the remainder by the buyer. 
Notwithstanding the clearness of this order, some of the 
planters stretched it in such a manner that they bought six 
slaves every time they went to the Orinoco. 

The trade with the Indians by others than servants of 
the Company, came up for consideration by the Council of 
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Justice on the 10th of August, 1785. Some of the colonists 
had taken advantage of them on various pretences, and it 
was ordered that a warning be published. Any person 
found taking goods or other property from the Indians, or 
their wives as slaves, should be fined double the value of 
the articles and be obliged to return them ; no one must 
take or buy the children or slaves of free Indians without 
the written permission of the Commandeur, on pain of a 
fine of double their value ; and slaves sent to trade must 
have passes, which might be obtained free from the post- 
holders, on pain of a fine of 100 rix dollars. 

It will be seen from the last extract that the Judicial 
Council was something more than a Court of Justice. By 
this time (1735-6) a sort of Burgher Militia had been 
organised, but it was not until many years afterwards that 
it attained to any degree of efficiency. Although the Coun- 
cil was composed entirely of servants of the Company, most 
of its members, including the Commandeur, had private 
estates, and therefore in many cases acted for their own 
interests as well as for those of the other colonists. This 
is well shown in the proceedings of May 6th, 1737. 

The Commandeur reported having written to the Com- 
pany in regard to rumours of a probable war with France. 
The colony was not in a fit state to defend itself without 
reinforcements of soldiers, and small vessels from Martinique 
could easily come into the river. He could man the new 
fort, but this would not prevent an enemy passing through 
the other channels. The Company had promised help, but 
he wanted to find out how far the inhabitants would be 
willing to assist. 

The members of the Council said they were willing to do 
their best, but they wanted to know how much would be 
contributed by the Company. Every one should pay for 
the defence of his property according to his circumstances. 
A number of men could be procured at eight guilders a 
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znontb, besides tbeir food, olothing and ammtmitioii, the 
expense of whicli might be paid by an extraordinary tax of 
one Flemish ponnd on each slave, beyond the usual impost 
of one rix dollar* They thought that the servants of the 
Company, whether slaves or not, should also be included 
in this assessment. 

It was finally resolved, that in case of war, all the Com- 
pany's servante who had estates, as well as all the private 
inhabitants, should pay an extra head tax of four guilders, 
on all slaves, including infants, to be settled by good bills 
of exchange before the vessel that brought the supplies left 
the colony. This, the Council thought, might be done, if 
the Company did their part, but they could not vouch for 
certain estate owners who were living at Middelburg 
because they had not been consulted. It must be stipu- 
lated that this tax was only to last as long as their High 
Mightinesses were at war with France. 

It is evident from the above that this Council was not 
only a Civil and Criminal Court, but also a Legislative 
Assembly, and that the Dutch system of referring questions 
for approbation to the parties concerDed, had already been 
introduced into Essequebo. It is doubly interesting also 
as showing how what was afterwards known as the Colony 
Ongeld and Colony Taxes,* arose. As no war took place 
at this time the extra tax was not required, but later it 
became one of the institutions of the colony, the Burgher 
Officers and even individual planters being consulted before 
a new impost was ordered. 

The Council of Justice even appears to have been con* 
cemed in the first land grants, although later these were 
always made by the Council of Policy. On the 24th of June, 
1738, Abbaham Fhilipus Hesaut was permitted to occupy 
and possess a piece of land, from the point called N^gro 

* This is the foundation of all the rights of the Financial Bepresentatiree to deliberate on the appro 
prlation of the Coloiiial Taxes. 
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Cop, beyond the creek oalled Barbecasse, on condition that 
lie allowed the manager of Plantation Duynenburg to open 
up a new cane field thereon if he wished to do so. He was 
not to sell or dispose of it in any manner without the con- 
sent of the Company, but must cultivate and plant it with 
such things as would be most advantageous to him, and 
ftirther, build a proper house upon it, to the satisfaction 
of the Council. When a Land Surveyor should arrive a 
plan would have to be made and deposited with the Secretary. 
Finally^ he must do nothing to the prejudice of the Indians 
or traders, and allow the Company to cut what wood they 
nught require. 

The conditions of other grants were similar, the principal 
points being, that the land was to be planted and a house 
built, and that the estate must not be alienated without per- 
mission. Nothing is said of an acreage tax, this being one 
of the imposts which the Company vainly tried to enforce, 
not being able to do so in opposition to the private planters. 
Up to 1752, when Bescheyce the Surveyor arrived, the 
grants were made subject to revisal, in most cases not even 
containing the number of acres or any boundary, except 
perhaps that it was situated above or below a certain 
creek. 

Since Oelskebee had assumed the administration of the 
colony, some of the restrictions of the Chamber of Zeeland 
had been relaxed, or allowed to remain in abeyance. The 
result of this was, that English vessels were allowed to 
enter the river, provided they brought horses or mules. 
The same rule was applied here as in Surinam ; without a 
certain number of horses in proportion to the tonnage of 
the vessel, she would not be admitted, while if the horses 
died on the voyage, the salted heads were to be produced 
as evidence of good faith. It was illegal to ship sugar or 
cotton by these vessels, but molasses, fire-wood and kill- 
devil (rum), might be exported, and it may be supposed 
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that the free planters were not very strict in regard to the 
Other things. 

The great difficulty was how to get enough negro slaves* 
Later, Essequebo was called a " slave-starved" colony, for, 
while Surinam was able to procure as many as she wished, 
very few were sent to the Company's own settlement. It is 
true that they might be bought in Surinam, and it may be 
presumed that some of the planters went there to buy, but 
it was not so convenient, while the facilities for credit 
would be wanting. On this account Indians were utilised 
as far as possible, and cases were continually being brought 
before the Council where disputes arose as to their owner- 
ship. The Dutch have been stigmatised for cruelty to 
their slaves, but it must be remembered that the age was 
a rough one, in which the weak suffered under the tyranny 
of place and power. Children were beaten most cruelly, 
soldiers and sailors flogged, beasts of burden worked to 
death, and the peasantry in most European countries kept 
in ignorance and subjection. As far as can be gleaned, 
there were no special slave laws in Essequebo at this time, 
nor does it appear that they were ill-treated. The follow- 
ing ^* Instructions to Managers, officers and overseers, to 
be observed on sugar and coffee plantations, &c." taken 
from a Description of Surinam,* show the best side of the 
slavery question, and no doubt these were carried out on the 
majority of estates : — 

" The main tlimg to be looked after is, that tHe plantation be supplied 
with abundance of plantains, cassaya, ^., according to the number of 
the people. This will be not only for the benefit of the estate, but 
absolutely necessary for its preservation, for when there is no want of 
provisions, and the servants and slaves obtain proper nourishment, 
good work can be demanded of them, whereas without this nothing but 
trouble and difficulty can be expected, tending to the serious damage 
if not ruin of the plantation. 

* Beechryriog vui de Colonie Tan Zarisame door Thomas Pistorius ; 1763. 
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" It tends not only to the prosperity of the estate, bnt also to the 
preservation of order, if there he no ob-vions faTonritism in the goreming 
of slayes as the favouring of one above another may cause oppression 
to the innocent, and disconrage them. If it is desirable to reward any 
of them for diligence or watchfulness, the planter must take great care 
that it is not perceived by the others, so as to prevent jealousy, which 
lettds to disputes and diScnlties. 

** Their good conduct need not however be left unrewarded, while 
punishment must be inflicted as little as possible. In case the latter 
may be necessary, the planter mnstdeal with them more in nieroy than 
vrith severity, and not let the punishment exceed the ofEense, nor should 
he inflict chastisement in anger, but rather pardon them, judging ac- 
cording to their diaracters, whether good or bad ; forgiveness being 
often found to have a far better effect than punishment. Moreover. 
care must be taken that the black drivers are kept well in hand 
and supported in their authority. 

« It not only concerns CJhristian charity, but aUo oivU law, to help 
even our enemies in need and sickness, and, as far as our means allow, 
to afl!<»d necessary refreshment and support, how much then is it not 
also necessary to do the same for those, who, by their services, endeavour 
to increase our revenues and wealth. It is therefore the duty of those 
to whom the management of slaves is entrusted, to take care of them 
with kindly hearts when they are sick and unable to perform any more 
Ubour, and to provide things necessary to refresh as well as cure them. 
It is quite certain that amongst slaves who are treated in this friendly 
manner by their masters, there must necessarily follow great affection, 
which is shown by greater trust, carefulness and diUgence. The same 
follows also from a more kindly treatment of their cluldren. 

••Ha superintendent or 'overseer be appomted, it is generally im- 
TM)Utic to give direct orders to the slaves, and it is especii^ly necessary 
to be careful when they are in drink, remembering that they are gene- 
rally a most ignorant race, and at such times ready to be unruly and 
maKoious. One has to manage them very carefully so as to mduce them 
by gentle means to perform their duties, if he does not want to cause 
creat difficulties, disputes, discord, or even murder. These results of 
wimt of care have often caused the ruin of plantations, therefore one 
ought to proceed very cautiously, and rather give tiie head men and the 
m«it sensible of the others, small presents or promises of advancement, 
S order to keep them from drinking, and so. by puttmg good examples 

before the others, help to keep them in order. , ^ „ 

"For the masters' benefit it is theduty of all those who |ire placed « 

charge of the negroes to take very great care that those who have hurt 

M 
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themselveB by being ont or bruised, have tbeir wounds carefully 
dressed, also they mnst attend to those who have nloers on the legs, — 
caused bv wonns boring into the toes and thence into the feet — ^who by 
want of care may become crippled and unable to perform their work. 
These worms, which are unknown in Europe, must be extracted by a 
very skilful hand, and the feet put into a mixture of lime-juice and salt> 
which soon cures them. Every reasonable person will agree with me 
that we cannot expect the same amount of work from a cripple, or one 
who has been wounded, that we should from a healthy person, particular 
care should therefore be taken to give speedy assistance in such cases, 
so that the planters' interest be not injured. 

*' The negro driver, whose duty it is to superintend the work of the 
slaves, muBt pay particular attention to the lazy and dirty, and try by 
fair words to induce the former to greater diligence. He must especially 
prevent them neglecting their own persons, as from filth and dirt come 
diseases which have often caused serious loss to the planters. 

^' According to the number of slaves and servants, a supply of 
medicines must be provided, including salves, balsams, and such other 
things as may be necessary to restore the sick and cure the wounded. 
When this is neglected, and medicines have to be fetched from a distance, 
it often happens that the diseases penetrate too far into the blood, 
while the wounds become so bad that restoration is very difficult. 

" Care must be taken that the slaves be provided with good, close, 
dry and convenient houses, so that they may not get sick through ex- 
posure to damp, and thus be unable to work for the master's benefit. 

" It is necessary that the plantation should always be supplied with 
horses, cattle, pigs, sheep, &c., it is therefore the duty of those to 
whom these animals are entrusted, to see as far as possible that they 
be not neglected or allowed to become diseased, so that the slaves after 
their work is done may sulEer no lack of meat, or compelled to eat salt 
beef, which is very prejudicial to their health. 

" The proverb says, * the master's eye fattens the horse ; ' whoever 
takes note of this will find out its truth. Those therefore who have the 
care of plantations, will I trust, not think it wrong of me to tell them 
that they ought to be continually on the move, if they wish to have 
things properly done and avoid damage. They must look after the 
buildings, so that they may be preserved from wood ants, and the slaves 
protected from wind and rain, and see that there are no shingles or 
tiles loose or wanting. In case of damage, this should be immediately 
repaired, to prevent the greater expense caused by neglect. Further, 
they must examine the sluices as well as the large and small boats, see 
that they are kepi in good order and prevented from rotting through 
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dirt, and that they are painted at least once in six montlis, without 
which they will soon be useless through worms. There are many other 
little things to be proTided for continually if a person wishes to pre- 
serye his own interests and prevent damage. Whoeyer has appreciated 
the aboYementioned proverb will also admit that ' he who deals with 
the cow must hold her by the homs.^ 

** Those who have learnt from experience will I trust agree with me 
that one ought never (even if he had hundreds of slaves) to separate 
them to different jobs, for when this is done the work is never properly 
performed, it being so to speak like 'jumping from the cow to the 
donkey.^ However, exceptions may be made sometimes, as for instance, 
when the land has to be dug, or the forest to be cut down ; these are 
more suitable for men than the more feeble women. In such cases the 
men only are sent out, while the women in the meanwhile must be set 
to do something else, which is less difficult and more suited to their con- 
stitutions. In other cases, when the whole gang is put upon one job, 
they should not be taken off till the work is entirely finished. ' Don't 
put off until tomorrow, what can be done to-day, for he who always 
expects to be ready in time is always too late.' 

** ^ Good work requires good tools,' is an old saying, which experience 
has well verified, therefore, if a planter desires good and quick work 
from his people, he must take care that the slaves are provided with the 
best implements. The men must have good axes, trimming knives, 
cutlasses, shovels, ifec., and the women good hoes, Ac. An inspection 
of tools should take place every six months, when those that are found 
unfit for use must be condemned, and replaced by new ones. This 
occasion will also be suitable for a careful examination of the slaves 
themselves, to give prizes to the most deserving, and punish or repri- 
mand those found to have becL lazy, slovenly and disobedient. The 
iron pots should also receive a searching examination, and the damaged 
ones be replaced, otherwise the slaves will roast their food, which causes 
sickness, that does not occur when meat is properly stewed. 

" To prevent disturbance and rioting, it is necessary that the stores 
and rations, such as hats, shirts, tobacco, pipes, macarel, cod-fish and 
fish-hooks, be regularly distributed, also salt once a month, the quanti- 
ties to be left to the judgment of the planter. 

" To a young beginner without much experience, it will be useful to 
know the exact number of slaves required to cultivate a given quantity 
of land. For a hundred acres of canes and twenty of provisions, you 
will require 35 or 40 hands, besides a driver, and cooper and carpenter 
slaves, who together will be found sufficient to work the estate ; the 
same rule may be applied when the acreage is higher or lower. In the 

u 2 
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case of coffee estates, haying thirty thousand trees, covering 50 or 60 
acres, and the same twenty of provisions, forty slaves will be required, 
besides the driver ^., bnt after the crop is gathered thirty will be 
sufficient. 

" Acting like Christians and keeping our consciences clear, we are as 
snch bonnd to see that the slaves (who are human like ourselves and 
have the same Almighty as their Creator, although it has not yet 
pleased Him to enlighten them with the Holy Gospel truth,) are trea- 
ted as human beings, and not compelled to do more work than they can 
bear, or what is beyond their strength and age. A young and weak 
male, or a female, cannot be expected to labour like a strong man. 
Judgment is required in such cases, otherwise there may be cause for 
regret afterwards, especially in the case of breeding women and those 
suffering from different complaints. 

" The bow cannot be kept always strung, therefore the slaves should 
be allowed four holidays a year — days set apart, on which, with drums 
and flutes, they may jump and caper to their hearts' content. During 
these times some extra allowances of food and drink should be provided, 
under strict orders however, that they conduct themselves properly, 
without quarreling or making a disturbance. It is also necessary that 
they be supplied with rum during the rainy season, to warm and refresh 
their bodies ; this can be given every second or third day, in jugs or 
bottles according to their number. 

" In conclusion, if a qualified, energetic and vigilant manager pays 
attention to the foregoing hints, I am quite certain that he will be bene- 
fited, and receive well-merited recognition from his employer, who reaps 
the advantage. They have been written by an old experienced planter, 
who, for upwards of forty years personally superintended the governing 
of slaves, preparing land, planting, and everything connected with the 
cultivation of an estate. He has himself experienced favourable results 
from carrying out these rules faithfully, and therefore feels confident 
that those who follow closely in his footsteps, will ultimately find their 
labours crowned with success." 
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nURING the six years from 1714 to 1720, Berbice 
continued under the control of the Van Hooms Com- 
pany, but the profits were very small, and altogether 
unsatisfactory to the shareholders. The capital was not 
sufficient to put the colony on a sound basis, it being all 
required to repair the damage and loss from the raid of the 
Priyateers and subsequent partial abandonment of the 
plantations. Like all the old trading Companies the Van 
HooBNS wanted profit at once, and grumbled very much 
when the Commandeur told them that he could do little 
without a proper supply of slaves and stores. At last, in 
1720, it was decided to raise more capital by establishing a 
new joint-stock Company, of which the following was the 
ProspectuB : — 

Association of ths Ownibs or thi Colokt of Bibbici. 

*' The Colony named Berbice, lying on the great coast of America, 
in the latitnde of six degrees north of the Line, between Surinam and 
Essequebo, is admirably situated, and the soil very srdtable for the 
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cnltiyation of the Sugar Cane, as is confirmed by the experience of 
several years, and the actual existence of six large sugar plantations in 
perfect order. Besides this., the Cacao grown there possesses a Tcry 
fine flavour, and there are already two plantations under this cultiva- 
tion ; the nature of the soil has also been found suitable for indigo, so 
that a few samples of first-rate quality have been brought here ; further 
the planting of coffee, to all appearance, might be undertaken with 
every prospect of success, while the trade in anatto and cotton has, since 
the first establishment of the colony, been the principal object of its 
possessors ; and again, from its situation, it is certain that minerals are 
not wanting. Therefore we, the present owners of the said colony 
Messrs. Nicolaas and Hendrik van Hoobn, for themselves, and as acting 
on behalf of Mr. Cobkelis van Pebb of West Souburg, Maria Lutken, 
wido^ of Abnoldus Dix and his heiress, and Pieteb Sghuubmak, being 
willing to continue and increase the f orementioned cultivations of sugar 
and cacao, to lay out plantations of coffee and indigo, and, if possible, 
discover the minerals that probably will be found there ; but finding the 
funds necessary for this purpose to be considerable, on account of the 
cost of slaves and ships, by which the forementioned products are to be 
obtained and transported to this country, also for the erection of a new 
fort, by which the quiet possession and future safety of the colony will 
be secured, as well as the profits, against the attacks of enemies, we 
have, after mature consideration, agreed and resolved to accept ad- 
ditional shareholders, and to admit so many otiiers, as that, with them 
and ourselves, we may obtain and furnish a sum of three million 
two hundred thousand guilders, HoUands Banco-geld, in the manner 
following : — 

" This capital of /3,200,000 shall be divided into sixteen hundred parts 
or shares, of two thousand guilders each, and each shareholder shall be 
the owner of such portion or share as shall stand against his signature, 
and make payment thereof and otherwise regulate himself according to 
the aftermentioned conditions, and no further shares shall be issued. 
The capital thus furnished shall only be used, with energy and perse- 
verance, to carry on the said plantations of sugar and cacao, to plant 
coffee and indigo, and further, to do everything possible to serve, 
benefit, and increase the welfare of those interested therein. 

•<The conditions by which the shareholders will be bound are as 
follows: — 

1. Firstly, there shall be paid to the present owners and participators 
in the colony, for their plantations and cultivations, with all that per- 
tains thereto, together with all their privileges, under which they have 
accepted and possessed it, nothing excepted, in accordance with the 
inventory hereby annexed, the sum of eight hundred thousand guilders, 
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and that at different tiznesi as hereafter explained in Article 21, all in 
Banco. 

2. The present owners of the colony will, on their part, be bonnd to 
liquidate all claims for salaries and emoluments of officers, master- 
planters, workmen, sailors and soldiers, np to the 16th of March 1720 
last, when the Aoconnt books of the Colonj were dosed, so that com- 
mencing from the aforesaid date, which date is mentioned in the 
inyentory, all the new charges and expenses will be placed to the 
aoconnt of the new shareholders, and the colony will be considered as 
being worked at their risk and profit. 

3. The balance found by the books to have been due to the colonists 
on the 16th of March shall be assumed by the new shareholders as their 
own debt, but the amount thereof shall be refunded to them by the 
old proprietors. 

4. The present owners shall, by preference, be entitled to four 
hundred shares in the new Company, each of the ralue of two thousand 
guilders, and as many more as may be allotted to them. 

5. Of the /3,200,000 capital, there shall be paid on account, fifty per 
cent., in eight instalments as follows : 

1720, First November, eight per cent, of the whole / 256,000 

/ 256,000 



1721, 


9) 


April 


« 


»» 


)» 


October 


ten 


1722, 


l» 


April 


eight 


• 9 


19 


October 


four 


1723, 


n 


April 


»j 


»» 


j> 


October 


99 


1724, 


9> 


April 


99 



99 99 

99 99 

99 99 

99 99 

99 99 

99 99 

99 99 



/ 320,000 
/ 256,000 
/ 128,000 
/ 12P,000 
/ 128,000 
/ 128,000 



Total :— fifty per cent /1,600,000 

6. Whoever has failed to pay his instalment in full within one month 
after it has become due, shall forfeit his shares, and the same shall be 
sold for the benefit of the general shareholders. 

7. No further instalments beyond the fifty per cent, shall be exacted 
except by Resolution and consent of the Directors and chief share- 
holders and by majority of votes. 

8. For the proper administration of all the business of the colony, an 
office shall be opened in the town of Amsterdam, and seven Directors 
shall be elected by majority of votes, to decide what shall or shall not 
be done, of which number shall be Messrs. Nigouuls van Hoorn and 
PuTBR ScHimBMAN; it shall also be permitted to Mr. Hbhdbik van 
HooBH, to attend all the meetings, and, in the absence of his brother, 
to sit as a Director, but when both attend together only one vote will 
be counted ; in case of death the surviving brother will succeed. 



88 HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

9. The other five Directors shall be experienced merchontB, elected 
from the chief shareholders by majority of votes, and in case of a deathy 
the vacancy shall be filled by another experienced merchant within one 
month. 

10. No one shall be entitled to be a Director nnless he possesses ten 
shares in the colony, and he mnet continne to hold them as long as he 
is on the Directorate. 

11. The Directors shall hold office for life, except in nnforeseen cases 
when they may become disqualified, or if daring a whole year anyone 
shonld be absent from all the meetings, nnder snch circnmstanoes others 
will be chosen in their places by majority vote as in Article nine. 

12. The Directors shall appoint all the necessary servants. 

13. The chief shareholders, shall be considered as those holding ten 
shares, bnt no one shall have more than one vote, althongh he may have 
a greater interest. 

14. For the first fonr years the Directors shall receive no salary 
except a gratuity of two hundred guilders annually, but when profits 
are divided they shall be entitled to five per cent, of these. 

15. The Directors shall close the books annually and have them 
balanced; all the chief shareholders will be permitted to attend the 
meeting, and two or three of them shall be appointed to examine the 
accounts when the annual reckoning takes place. 

16. The capital of /3,200,000 may be increased or doubled, but not 
without the consent of the chief shareholders, by majority vote, and 
under such conditions and at such times as they may consider 
necessary. 

17. The Directors shall have the power to pay dividends, and to limit 
their amount, when they consider proper or advisable. 

18. It is expressly stipulated, that no shareholder shall be allowed to 
carry on any inflated speculations, (wind negotie) or premium dealings, 
(premie negotie) but should any one wish to sell or transfer his shares* 
such transaction shall be for cash, and a fee of two guilders for each 
transfer, shall be exacted, and placed to credit of the general account. 

19. The new shareholders shall carry out the contract, entered into 
by the old proprietors, with one Simon Abbaham, with regard to the 
searching for minerals, he having already arrived in the colony, a copy 
of the said contract being annexed hereto for the information of those 
concerned. 

20. Should it be found necessary in the future, to alter any of these 
conditions, or to amplify them, for the benefit or profit of the colony, 
this shall be done with the consent and after the deliberation of the 
Directors and chief shareholders, by majority vote. 
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21. The compensation or pajment to the old proprietors for the colony 
and all its possessions and dependencies, according to the inyentoiy, shall 
be/800,000, as in the first Article, to be paid at the times and in instal- 
ments as follows : — 

1720, First of Norember to be written o£E in " Banco " /180,000 



1721, 


ft 


April 


>9 


99 


120,000 


»> 


9} 


October 


l> 


19 


120,000 


1722, 


•» 


April 


99 


99 


160,000 


»l 


It 


October 


99 


99 


80,000 


1723, 


•» 


April 


99 


99 


64,000 


•> 


»» 


October 


99 


99 


40,000 


1724, 


f> 


April 


99 


99 


36,000 



Total /800,000 

22. No one shall be allowed to take less than three, nor more than 
ten shares* 

The inyentory attached showed that there were then in 
Berbioe belonging to its proprietors^ six sugar plantations, 
Ooster Souberg, 'Markay, Feereboom, Niew Vlissengen, 
Wester Souberg and De Hoofd, and two cocoa estates, 
Den Bergh and Sampson, with all their buildings and ap- 
purtenances. There was a great fort (Fort I^assau), and a 
guard*house (Bedoi^bt Sampson) situated about midway 
between the fort and the mouth of the river, also a redoubt 
opposite the fort, besides which there were four outlying 
posts in the interior. On all the plantations, &c., there 
were 895 slaves of all ages, and the forts and posts were 
armed with sixty large and small guns, 18, 12 and 8 
pounders, and other small ordnance, with muskets and 
necessary ammunition. Besides these there was a cedar 
church at the mouth of the Wieronie creek, a smithy out- 
side the fort, furnished with iron, steel, coal and other 
necessaries, and a bark and other vessels such as corials, 
canoes, yachts and punts, with all their belongings. Then 
came the stores at the fort and posts, provisions, medicines, 
copper-work and other goods, the moveables and house 
furnishings of the fort, and cash in the chest amounting to 

N 
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about four or five hundred guilders. There were 524 head 
of cattle, besides sheep, pigs, &c., and 281 horses, a fly- 
boat lying at the wharf, and the produce in the fields and 
stores, calculated as amounting in March 1721, to 700 hhds. 
of sugar, besides cacao, anatto, &c. Finally, there was a 
new decked vessel, (hekboot) on her first voyage since May 
the 7th last, worth with all her fittings, cargo, provisions 
and stores for the colony, about /35,000, and her cargo 
homewards, consisting of 800 to 850 hhds. of sugar besides 
other produce. 

The new Company made little impression on the Amster 
dam money market. Of the 1,200 shares open to the 
public only 941 were subscribed for, the remainder being 
left on hand, while the instalments were paid so slawly that 
instead of fifty per cent, being received in 1724, only forty 
two per cent, was actually paid, and that not until 17«t2. 
Of course the original proprietors suffered, being obliged 
to remain content with three-fourths of the price agreed 
upon. 

However, the Berbice Association (Societat) was estab- 
lished and the Directors chosen, who were Nioolaas or 
Hbndrik van Hooen, Pieter ScHcruEMAN, Disk van deb Mbeb, 
DiEDEEiK VAN Btjueen, GrEOfiQE Beuin, Jaoob Vooedagh and 
Jean Lucas Pels. On the 4th of October, 1720, the first 
meeting took place, when certain regulations were passed. 
It was agreed that the president should be changed every 
two months, and that the duties of Secretary be performed in 
rotation by each of the Directors. A house in Amsterdam 
was to be hired for the purpose of holding the meetings, 
and for use as an exchange, where the produce of the 
colony might be sold. It was also resolved that twenty 
five to thirty shares be placed on the London market, 
so as to create an interest in the colony among the English, 
and that the West India Company be asked to import 400 
to 450 slaves at once, and other cargoes later. Although 
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this was the time of the great companies, the Mississippi 
scheme, the South Sea bubble, and hundreds of others, 
there does not appear to have been any demand for Berbice 
stock in London, so that the colony never received any 
attention either from English capitalists or planters during 
this period. 

The miner, Simon Abrahams, referred to in the Prospec- 
tus, was a Jew, who had received permission to search for 
gold and silver in the interior the previous year. In 1720, 
he made an expedition into the interior, accompanied by 
three planters named, Van Doobn, Willbm Louwb, and 
**DB JoNGB VAN Damme," with a number of Indians. 
Whether Abrahams found traces of gold or not is uncertain, 
but the expedition returned after a short journey without 
anything valuable. The Directors evidently expected some- 
thing better, as they wrote to the Gommandeur on the 
13th of December, 1722, that they thought if an expedition 
went beyond the falls. Lake Parima would be discovered. 
If any enterprising person would dare to explore the forest 
beyond the mountains, they had no doubt that some 
valuable discovery in the shape of gold, silver or other 
minerals, or articles of trade, might be made. Another 
expedition was sent out, but like the first, it returned without 
making any important discovery ; the project was therefore 
abandoned, and Abrahams returned to the Netherlands 
in 1724. 

On the 14th of December, 1720, the Directors wrote to 
Gommandeur Tibbbns, informing him of the change of 
ownership. He was ordered to apply himself with all 
diligence to the opening out of eight or ten new sugar 
plantations, for which purpose twelve hundred slaves would 
shortly be sent to the colony. At the same time he must 
increase the cultivation of cacao, begin planting indigo and 
cotton, and be particularly energetic in growing coffee 
The last article was then new to Guiana ; it had been intra- 
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duced into Surinam two or three years before, and from 
thence a few plants had been lately brought to Berbice. 
On the same date the Directors wrote to Jban Goutisb the 
Governor of Surinam, asking him to send a boat load of 
coffee beans in the husk to Berbice, the expenses of which 
they would willingly pay. Coutieb did all he could to 
oblige them, so that coffee plantations were established 
without much trouble and became later of considerable 
importance to the colony. For his kindness in this matter 
CoanEB was presented by the Directors with a fine saddle 
horse. 

The change in the ownership of Berbice had not escaped 
the attention of the West India Company. On the 23rd of 
March, 1721, the Company informed the Directors that it 
still considered the colony as under its supremacy, and 
demanded three hundred guilders for the voyage of each 
vessel, as agreed upon in 1714. Against this the Berbice 
Association protested, stating that when the colony was 
taken by the French privateers, all the rights of the Com- 
pany had lapsed, and when bought by the Van Hoobns, Ber- 
bice was entirely free and independent. A great deal was 
said on both sides, and the dispute would probably have 
remained imsettled, if it had not been for the necessity of 
getting slaves. This need being urgent, the Berbice Asso- 
ciation gave up their point in 1730, agreeing to pay the/300, 
provided the Company supplied slaves at reasonable prices. 

Thenewplantations, Johanna, Cornelia Jacoba, Savonette, 
Hardenbroek, Dageraad, Hogelande, Elizabeth and Debora, 
were commenced in 1722, and the coffee plants succeeded 
so admirably, that the prospects of Berbice were much im- 
proved. A brickery was also established near Fort Nassau, so 
that the foundations of houses and mills could be built to bet- 
ter advantage. Fort Nassau being out of repair, a new fort 
was projected near the mouth of the river, but this remained 
only as a project for many years. Trading expeditions were 
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sent to the Orinoco, but without much success on account of 
the opposition of the Spaniards ; the West India Company 
also made objections that these were infringements of its 
rights and privfleges. 

In 1731 the Berbice Association petitioned the States 
General for a Charter, so that their rights might be secured 
against any contingency such as the refusal of the Company 
to continue the grant, which might happen at any time. 
Of course this did not please the Ten, who strenuously 
opposed it as being an infringement of their rights. After 
a great deal of discussion it was finally agreed between the 
Company and the Association that all claims of the former 
should be compounded for an annual payment of six hun- 
dred guilders. This being settled on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, 1732, the Directors of Berbice pushed on their applica- 
tion to the States General, and on the 6th of December 
following an Octrooy or Charter was passed, which reads as 
follows* : — 

'* Charter or Conditions whereby their High Mightinesses the States 
General and the Directors of the Colony of Berbice have agreed to 
establish Free Trade and Navigation to that Colony, to be open to all the 
Inhabitants of these Territories, and also to grant land, either cultivated 
or not, on reasonable conditions." 

^' The States General of the United Netherlands to all those who 
shall see, hear or read this, greeting; be it known that we have received 
he petition presented to ns in the name and on behalf of the Directors 
of the Colony of Berbice, asking us to grant them a Charter, so that, 
nnder certain conditions, the trade and navigation to the said Colony 
may be open to all the inhabitants of these territories, also to such as 
may apply, that as much land, cultivated or not, may be granted as they 
shall require, in accordance with certain projected regulations, supplied 
to us and here inserted. 

Projected Beoulatioks. 

1. It shall be permitted to the Directors of Berbice, under the Sove- 
reignty of their High Mightinesses and their patronage and protection, 

* Oetnoy of 0onditi«n &o. Amfterdam, door ordie van de Bd. Achtb. Diractsiuen van da Oolonia 
deBoUea. 
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to grant lands to particnlar persons on snch conditions as may be 
arranged between tbe contracting parties. 

2. The Directors shall be permitted to collect an annnal head-tax of 
fifty pounds of sugar for each inhabitant living in the colony, white as 
well as black, also a customs duty of two and a half per cent, of the 
value of all goods, imported to, or exported from the colony, and a ton- 
nage duty on all vessels entering or clearing, of three guilders per 
last, (4,000 fts.) to be paid at the place where the ship enters or 
clears. 

8. The Directors shall not be allowed to impose any other taxes 
during the first ten years, nor even afterwards, without the consent 
of their High Mightinesses and on application of the Governor and 
Council. 

4. The Directors shall, besides the fort or forts already established, 
be bound to make, within a reasonable time, upon the so-called Crab 
Island, or a little higher up the river, a suitable fort to guard the 
colony, and at their own cost to maintain the same, also to provide the 
guns and ammunition of war, as well as the pay and maintenance of the 
garrison and everything connected with the defence and protection of the 
aforementioned colony, they being entitled in compensation for this to 
receive an extraordinary head-tax of such an amount yearly as shall be 
agreed upon with the planters and inhabitants, or otherwise by their 
High Mightinesses on the information of the colonists, of what shall 
have been found just. 

5. The Directors shall, being requested by the colonists, provide them 
with a qualified Minister, schoolmaster, choir-leader and the like, with- 
out being bound to furnish more than the free table of the Commandant 
for the minister, an anker of brandy, and half a hogshead of wine ; every- 
thing beyond these being defrayed by the colonists. 

6. The Colonists shall be bound to have one white man to every fifteen 
negroes, but they will only be required to pay for passage and board of 
each white person, whether introduced by themselves, or by the Direc- 
tors at their request, the sum of thirty guilders ; these persons will be 
forwarded from here by the first opportunity and be of such condition, 
profession or trade, as may be directed by the colonists. 

7. All sugar or other produce, sold or exported, even that which may 
be damaged, will have to be passed through the customs, and will be 
valued by one or more assayers appointed by the Directors, and these 
assayers shall be bound to place on the sugars and other produce, 
the marks of the plantations from which they have been procured. 

8. The Colonists shall not be allowed to import or buy slaves from 
any one, whosoever he may be, except from the West India Company 
and through the medium of the Directors of this colony, and they shall 
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from time to time, inform the Directors what number of negroes each 
will require. 

The Directors, have already arranged with the West India Company, 
that on the first requisition they will furnish them with such slaves as they 
require ; these will be sold by public auction in the colony at such prices 
as would be realised in Surinam. 

9. The Colonists shall, at all times, be allowed to sell their plantations, 
slaves, animals and other effects, or to leave the colony and take these 
with them to any other place they think desirable. 

10. All produce grown in this colony, such as sugar, coffee, cacao, 
indigo or others, shall not be delivered or exported otherwise than to 
these territories. 

11. Also, the trade and navigation of this colony generally shall not be 
permitted otherwise than to and from these territories, and that direct, 
without calling at other places. 

12. Under the conditions aforesaid the trade and navigation of the afore- 
mentioned colony has by these been opened to all inhabitants of this state. 

13. Tt must be well understood that all Captains wishing to go to the 
said colony shall be bound to procure from the Directors a Commission 
or Pass, and to furnish security that they will return with their ships 
and cargoes to these territories, without calling, in either going or re- 
turning, at any other places, except in cases of very great necessity, or 
danger to the ship and goods, to be verified on their return by authenti- 
cated declarations from the place where, for the above reasons, they 
have been compelled to enter. 

14. All Captains going to the Colony will be required on the order of 
the Directors, to each carry twelve persons as passengers, and convey 
them to the Colony, two children under twelve years being counted as 
one, at thirty guilders per head, no extra charge being allowed for 
either passage or board. 

15. Otherwise than as aforesaid, the ships of the Directors, as well as 
those of the West India Company which have brought slaves, shall 
have no preference over the vessels of private parties, all being expe- 
dited without distinction, and not obliged to wait for the loading of 
either the ships of the Directors or those of the West India Company. 

16. The Captains or Merchants having arrived in the colony with 
their ships and goods, will be allowed to lay at such places as may be 
most convenient to them, provided they do not cause an obstruction, or 
prejudice any one. 

17. Until the tonnage dues are paid, that is the export duty on the 
clearing of the ships and the import duty on those coming from home, 
it shall not be permitted to discharge any goods, and further, nothing is 
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to be diacliarged until permits are obtained, if for the outgoing sliips, 
from the Governor and Conncillors in the colony, and for the home com- 
ing ships from the Directors, or those authorised by them. 

18. For the abovementioned ships and goods, in either going or coming, 
no territorial export or import duties will be payable. 

19. The aforesaid colony shall be administered by a GoYemor and Coun- 
cil of Gbvemment, (Baad van Begbebino^ together with a Council of 
Justice, under such regulations and form of oath as their High Mighti- 
nesses may think proper to publish. 

20. The Gtevemor shall be appointed by the Directors, but his Com- 
mission must be reoeived from their High Mightinesses, before whom 
also he must take the oath. 

21. The Council of Government shall provisionally consist of, besides 
the Governor, (six) persons, to be chosen by the Gbvemor &om a 
double number of names submitted to him, for the first time by all the 
Colonists, and afterwards by the other Councillors. 

22. The Governor, in all matters, civil or military, shall have the 
supreme control, and preside in the Council of Government, but the 
Governor and Councillors shall at all times be bound to obey and carry 
out whatever may be ordered or instructed by the Directors ; in all 
other matters where the Governor and Councillors have received no 
special instructions or orders, the Governor, when this is of any import- 
ance shall convene the Council, who shall deliberate upon it and finally 
come to such a decision as may be considered desirable or necessary, by 

majority of votes. 

23. It must be well understood on one side, that neither the Gover- 
nor nor the Council, together or separately, can make or introduce, much 
less execute, anything contrary to the tenour of this Charter, or any 
article of it, but on the other side, under this prohibition, and not ob- 
structing the course of afEairs, there will be no objection to a few small 
moderate taxes being fixed by the Governor and Council, with the 
approval of the Directors, so as to provide certain necessary expenses 
of the respective Councils of Government and Justice, the schoolmaster^ 

and such like. 

24. And, in regard to the Council of Justice, criminal justice shall 
be discharged by the Governor and Council, but civil justice, by the 
Gh)vemor and six persons, chosen out of a double number from the 
Council of Government as well as the colonists, by the Governor and 
Coimcil of Government, to be under the presidency of the Gbvemor. 

25. Of the aforesaid six Councillors of Justice, three shall retire 
every second year, being succeeded by three others, and so on every 
succeeding two years. 
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26. In the aboye-mentioned Gomioil, the majority of votes shall 
decide all matters, and the Gt>yenior shall not have more than one vote, 
except in cases where the votes are eqnal, when the Governor shall set* 
tie the qnestion. 

27. All the forementioned Oonncillors of Government and Justice, 
shall perform their dnties willingly, without formulating excuses, and 
without claiming any salary or remuneration. 

28. The Councillors of GK>vemment shall rank above those of Justice, 
and in both Colleges the eldest in years shall have priority during the 
first term, but afterwards he who has sat longest or who first took the 
oath. 

29. To the sentence passed by the Council of Justice, appeals shall be 
allowed (so far as civil matters are concerned) to their High Mighti- 
nesses, in the same manner as is done in Surinam. 

30. And, as provision cannot be made too soon, for succession ah in- 
testato of the colonists or others who have settled in the colony, freedom 
will be permitted to all going there to choose, but having chosen, to 
follow the Charter of the West India Company of these territories 
granted by their High Mightinesses on the 10th of January, 1661.* 

After the above Charter had been granted, the Directors 
Bet to work to develop the colony by immigration from the 
Netherlands. The advantages of Berbice were puffed up in 
the Dutch newspapers, with the result that small numbers 
of settlers began to go there. As Commandeur Tiebbns was 
considered not to be quite the sort of man to carry out the new 
regulations, he was discharged, and on the 24th of March 
1733, Behnabd Watebham was appointed Qovemor, on a 
Balary of 1500 guilders per annum with emoluments. A 
month was occupied in drawing up his Instructions, which 
were completed on the 23rd of April. A few days later, 
Watsbhah took his oath before their High Mightinesses, 
and shortly afterwards departed for Berbice. He had been 
ordered to tell Tibbens of his dismissal, the reasons being, 
charges of exaction and his many mistakes. Watbbhau must 
take from his predecessor a proper account of all cash, 
stores, &c, but he must do this very judiciously, and if 

»Th« ranai&der of the doeunent oomprites fornu of Bond, Putport, and Act ^ VUa, which it it 
to lepiodace, 
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TiSRiKS gave trouble, or wanted to ran away, he was 
to be arrested and charged with embezzlement. 

By the Instructions the Gbvemor was ordered to inspect 
the colony plantations twice a year, to see if cattle farms 
could be established so as to lessen the expense of salt pro- 
visions, if the plough could be used, if the Surinam method 
of drying coffee could not be introduced, if Toucoux's pro- 
cess coiQd be established in the sugar factories, and if the 
Indians could not be induced to grow coffee, cacao, yaniUa, 
&c. He must keep registers of the births and deaths of 
slaves, enquire into the condition of Fort Nassau, and if 
necessary, see to the building of another fort, appoint a 
weigh officer and sugar valuer, and establish an Orphan 
Chamber. As long as there were no Predicants, he must 
see that the psalms were sung, the Scriptures read, and 
other religious services performed, while at the same time 
he might enquire of the free planters what they would be 
willing to pay towards the support of a Predicant, Sdiool- 
master, and clerk or choir-leader. Plantation Savoneftte 
was to be planted with coffee and cacao at once. 

With the Gh)vernor went a Land Surveyor, Philip Mae- 
cus OsTEELiN, to Superintend the paaling and measuring of 
the new concessions. By the same vessel, nine settlers 
also embarked for the colony, who had received free 
grants under the new regulations. The maximum for a 
coffee plantation was 500 acres, and for sugar 1000 acres, 
the land being granted free, but with an annual acreage 
tax. The concessions were to be measured and charted by 
the Colony Land Surveyor and a breadth of one chain (66 ft.) 
left between each plantation. 

On Watebham's arrival he did not find much appearance 
of progress, and having his work laid out, he busied him- 
seU in carrying out the Instructions, with very good 
results. The Ck)unoilB of Qovernment and Justice were soon 
established, the former being apparently composed of the 
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Goyemor, Secretary and six master planters, that is 
managers of the estates of the Association. They were 
bound by oath to be faithful to the Directors, to enforce 
the provisions of the Charter, neither to give nor receive 
presents, and to enforce justice. 



2 



CHAPTER V, 



ESSEQUEBO OPEN TO ALL NATIONS, 1738—1744. 



Laurens Storm van 's Gravesande arriyes as Secretary — 'Hia report 

en tHe condition of the Colony — Troubles with the soldiers — ^Free 

planters admitted into the Council of Jastice— Business of the Council 

of Policy — Seat of Coyemment remoyed to Fort Island — Opening of 

the colony to all nations — ^Influx of English planters — ^Expedition to 

the interior — ^Hildebrand arriyes to prospect for gold and silyer — Slayes 

reyolt against miTiiTig — ^Hildebrand unsuccessful — He is banished for 

cruelty — Gold-mining in Surinam — Commandeur Gelskerke dies and is 

succeeded by Gbayesande — ^Trading expedition to the interior — Colony 

plantations established lower down the riyer — ^Illegal trade with the 

British West Indies — Land speculation — ^Murder of a Barbadian by his 

two slayes — ^West India Company not paying — ^New institutions — Orphan 

Chamber — Eiesheers — Church Consistory — ^Interesting cases in the 

Council of Justice. 



IN every country and in all ages, certain individuals 
arise wlio leave their mark for all future periods. They 
are not generally such as are subservient to authority} 
but men of strong and independent minds, and as it were, 
born leaders. Such a man was Laubens Stobm van 's 
Gravesande, who arrived in Essequebo on the 14th of 
May, 1738. 

The late Secretary, Daniel TJsohneb, having died at 
Oartabo the previous year, Commandeur Qblseebeb had 
recommended Jan Hageman, one of the Company's mana- 
gers aud a member of the Council of Policy, for the office. 
The Directors however, did not agree with him, ^^nd wrote 
on the 6th of January, 1738, informing him that they had 
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been looking for a suitable person for the yacant post, and it 
appeared to them they had found such a one in Storm van 's 
Gbayesahdb. Being a well-eduoated and intelligent man, 
who had gained considerable experience in military service, 
and was well-fitted for the office, they had therefore appoin- 
ted him Secretary and Book-keeper in Bio Essequebo. He 
had been permitted to take with him his wife and five chil- 
dren, as well as his sister, who, they said, would help to 
increase the small population of the colony. 

He was a gentleman of good family, and, having been 
bom on the 12th of October ,^ 1704, was now in his 34th 
year. He married in March 1728, Lumea Constantia van 
Bebgh-Etge, whose brothers and nephews made that name 
well-known in the colony a few years later. The family 
went to Essequebo by way of St. Eustatius, being seven- 
teen weeks on the voyage, and half-starved during the 
whole time, which G-elseebkb stated in a letter to the 
Directors, was " very hard for people of fashion." 

Notwithstanding the rejection of his nominee for the 
same office, Gelsejibee received the new Secretary in a 
most cordial manner, and we soon find him writing to the 
Directors in most flattering terms of his capability and 
vigilance. Having both been soldiers, the Commandeur 
and Secretary became fast friends, working hand in hand 
for the benefit of the colony, which from this time began to 
increase in importance wonderfully. By the same vessel 
that brought Gbavesande, arrived a large supply of gar- 
rison stores, ammunition and other necessaries, so the 
vexed question of a new fort might now be considered as 
finally settled in its favour. 

On the 11th of August, Gbavesande wrote to the Direc- 
tors, giving his views on the defences of the colony, which 
he had personally examined as a military expert* The 
garrison was weak and the discipline bad, the soldiers being 
almost naked, while, as for the wooden fort on Great Flag 
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Island, it conld never be of any nse as it was, for when new 
palissades were put up on one side, the others were falling 
to pieces. A new fort must be built of brick, and if the 
Directors gave permission he would superintend its erection. 
In July previous some soldiers deserted from Eyk-oyer-al 
on the ground of insufficient rations having been distributed. 
This, they said, had happened three times ; and although 
they had complained to Mr. Haoeman, who promised to 
bring the matter before the Commandeur, they had obtained 
no redress. Three of them made an attempt to escape to 
the Orinoco, in a canoe belonging to the carpenter of the 
new fort. All the other soldiers knew when the desertion 
took place, but made no attempt to prevent it. Having 
been pursued and called upon to surrender, they refused, 
saying they would rather drown themselves, and when 
captured tried to kill those who had caught them. They 
were however brought back, tried, and finally sent to the 
Netherlands, for punishment. 

The Council of Justice then consisted of four members, 
the Commandeur, Secretary, Cobneus Boteb and Jacobus 
VAN BoDEN, all servants of the Company. These were now 
thought to be insufficient in number, and on the 2nd of 
January, 1739, the Commandeur informed the members 
that the Directors had agreed to increase the number to 
six, one of the two new Councillors to be selected from the 
free planters. Gelskebee then nominated Johan Hendbioh 
MxTNOX, and the other Councillors asked him to nominate 
two persons, which having been done, they selected 
Abbaham Philipus Hebaut, who thus became the first 
Colonial member of the legislature. 

This election of a free planter was thought a matter of 
great importance fifty years afterwards, as the colonists 
considered it a precedent for a Court of Policy composed 
of an equal number of planters and officials. Their argu- 
ment was in effect that the Council had, from the earliest 
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timeB, been oomposed of two sets of members, first, the 
servants of the Company, and second, Burghers, chosen at 
first by their fellow citizens, and afterwards by the 
Keishebbs. The Company on its own side, refated the 
contention by the fact that this arrangement only applied 
to the Court of Justice, but the Directors did not say that 
the first Judicial Council was more allied to a legislative 
body than that of Policy. 

The Minutes of Policy before July 5th, 17 4A^ are miss- 
ing from the Archives of British Guiana, we can only 
therefore take those of a later date than the present in 
describing th« duties of that Council, but there can be no 
doubt that the business of the meetings in 1744 was 
similar to that of 1739. The meetings were held quarterly, 
early in January, April, July and October^ and the 
matters considered at them were only those connected 
with the Company's afiairs. The business always com- 
menced with the Manager's quarterly reports ; for example, 
on Pin. Buynenburg, there had died, 1 Macroen negro, 
4 horses, and 9 horned cattle ; on Poelwyk, 1 Macroen 
and a child ; on Peigrim, 2 negro women, 1 invalid and 
1 Macroen ; on the provision ground, 1 Creole, 1 negro, 
1 Indian and an Indian child ; on the indigo plantation, 
one Macroen. Sometimes mentiDn was made of the pros- 
pects of the sugar crop for the coming season, or the amount 
of sugar shipped, but the Minutes are mostly records of 
land concessions and transports. The Commandeur always 
read portions of the letters of the Directors, where they 
oontawed ^' Instructions " or Resolutions of the Company, 
and gave the managers their orders for the succeediug 
quarter. It will be easily seen from this that the Council 
of Policy waa really a meeting to discuss the Company's 
business and grant land concessions. 

The first meeting of the Council of Justice in the new 
fort, took place on the 5th October, 1789s and the Huis 
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Naby was then abandoned as the seat of goyemment. This 
fort was the wooden building, which had taken so long in 
erection, and which Gbayesande said was useless. In 
September previous he had written again to the Directors, 
offering to finish a new brick fort to replace it, in the 
course of two years. If they gave permission he would 
make the bricks himself, and get lime from Barbados. 
The Commandeur seconded hiTn and recommended the 
matter to the Directors, who at last consented. Gelseebeb 
had been living on Fort Island since January, when his 
own house had been finished, where he remained to superin- 
tend the building of other houses for the Secretary and 
Predicant, barracks for the soldiers^ a workshop, and the 
Company's warehouse. 

The results of this remove soon began to be apparent. 
Hitherto there had been a few scattered plantations near 
the mouth of the river, but after the removal of the Gov- 
ernment offices, there was a growing tendency among all 
the planters to vacate the worn-out estates near Kyk-over-al. 
The development of Essequebo however, would probably 
have been very slow, had not Gelseebke and his able 
Secretary been able to wring from the Directors a concession 
which was so novel that it amounted to almost a revolution. 
The feeling in Essequebo had hitherto been in favour of 
immigration from the fatherland, and especially from Zee- 
land, but the selfish spirit of monopoly prevented any 
encouragement to settlers of other nationalities, the diffi- 
culties in obtaining the consent of the authorities amount- 
ing to a virtual prohibition. It is true that since the Re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nantes, a great many French 
Huguenots had arrived in the Dutch colonies, especially 
Surinam, but these were considered as naturalised Dutch- 
men ; now the river Essequebo was opened to all nations, 
with ten years exemption from head taxes for everyone who 
took up a new plantation. How the Directors could 
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have been induced to allow such an innovation can hardly 
be conceived ; that it was not from a sudden conversion to 
free trade ideas, will be shown later. 

The news soon spread through the British West Indies, 
being carried there by the New England traders. Free land 
of the best quality for sugar planters, and ten years freedom 
from taxes, with liberty to bring their slaves and effects, soon 
brought a fair number of settlers from Barbados, Antigua 
and other islands, who were cordially welcomed by the 
energetic Gommandeur and his able Secretary. Among 
the first of these were James Doig and Thomas Wilson, 
the latter an English clergyman from Antigua, who re- 
ceived a large grant on the island of Wakenaam, to 
establish a sugar plantation, which they afterwards called 
New Brandenburg. Others obtained grants for cotton and 
coffee estates, and it is probable that Essequebo would 
have become more English than Dutch in a few years, if it 
had not been for the craving for speculation that followed. 

Qravbsande was busy with the brick fort, but neither he 
nor Qblsksbke could neglect the trading interests of the 
Company. They made many endeavours to develop new 
sources of profit by expeditions into the interior. The 
Secretary himself explored the Blue Mountains, and went 
up the Essequebo in search of minerals, where he found 
what he supposed to be silver ore. Not being able to go 
very far on account of his duties, an expedition was fitted 
out under the command of Nicolas Hobtsman, a German 
surgeon, belonging to one of the Company's estates, who 
with one soldier, and four Creoles as interpreters and guides, 
went up the Essequebo to open new channels for the 
Indian trade. This was the person met at Para by De La 
CoNDAMiNS in 1743, when Hobtsman gave him a sketch map 
and an extract from his journal. *' He says therein, (the 
journal) that after having traversed many lakes and vast 
regions, sometimes dragging, and sometimes carrying his 

p 



106 HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

canoe with incredible labour and fatigue, without finding 
any traces of what he was in search of, he came at last 
to a river that runs to the south, which carried him into 
Rio Negro, into which it enters on tibe north side.* It 
appears that Hobtsman went in search of Lake Parima and 
" El Dorado,'' and that Obayesandb had some belief in the 
story, but of course, such expeditions did not give any 
profit, and were therefore discountenanced by the Directors. 
The report of Gbavbsandb on the supposed silver ore 
attracted the attention of the Chamber of Amsterdam, who, 
with the permission of the Zeeland Chamber, sent a com- 
pany of millers to Essequebo in 1740, under the command 
of Thomas Hildebband. He prospected about the Blue 
Mountains, in the Massaruni near Caria Island, and up 
the Cuyuni. Some slaves were supplied from the Company's 
estates, and under Hilbbbband's superintendence they com* 
menced trial diggings. The work was however so very 
arduous for the whites that six of them died in a short 
time from the exposure. The samples of ore sent to Am- 
sterdam proved very unsatisfactory, but it must have 
given sufficient encouragement to carry on the search as 
the work was continued for four years. We have no 
aci^ounts of the assays, but it may be presumed that gold- 
bearing quartz [must have been found, as it may still be 
in the same neighbourhood^ while the silvei^ ore is yet to 
be rediscovered. 

The slaves employed in mining complained much of the 
hard labour, which was different from what they had been 
accustomed to, and also that Hildbbband was cruel and 
exacting. This dissatisfaction caused a great deal of 
trouble to the colony, and it was only prevented from de- 
veloping into a continual danger by the tact of the Com- 



* Abridginent of Vojage ^made within th« Inltad Puts <tf South Auerioa by Mons. De La f?o p> 
damin*. Londoa, 1747* 
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mandeiir and Seoreteiy. On the 25th of May, 1741, 
thirty-aiz male and female Creole Blayes, belonging to 
Poelwyk and Duynenburg, haying been ordered to work at 
the diggings in the Cuyuni, made their escape in canoes up 
that river to an island, which from this circumstance was 
afterwards called Creole Island. Here they established 
themselves, built huts and a stockade, and defiantly refused 
to return. The whole colony was much alarmed at this 
occurrence, as the settlers knew that if the runaways suc- 
ceeded in making a stronghold, it would be a continual 
source of danger to the plantations, as a refuge for other 
fugitives and a centre from whence raids might be feared. 
Their defiance went so far that they sent a message by an 
Indian to the Commandeur, ^^ that if he wished them to 
return, he and all his people, yes, even all the people of 
Holland, must come and fetch them ; they were not afraid, 
bat would await their coming." Gblsebbei and Qbavbb- 
ANBB were both very anxious to conciliate the runaways, 
so as to avoid bloodshed, which would certainly be very 
great if their strong position should be attacked. The 
Commandeur therefore sent a mulatto named Pietbb Tolle- 
NAAB with instructions to persuade them by fair promises 
to return to the plantations, or to make the best terms 
possible. After two visits the delegate succeeded in his 
mission and brought back the fugitives on the 15th of 
December of the same year, under an agreement that they 
were not again to be employed in mining.* To encourage 
the slaves and overcome their distaste for this work, it was 
decided in 1742, that, when engaged in mining they should 
be allowed a stiver a day, payable in goods or kiltum 
(common rum.) 



* HarMnck giTM the terms as, that they and their progeny were declared free, provided they worked 
•very alternate month for the Oompany, and also states that they remained on the island for fifteen 
yeacB^ intermairying with Indian women. Ketecher says this is not oorreot, but there is probably some 
oonfnslon h«re, perhaps there were two oases of desertion confounded with each other. 

F 2 
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' ' Thus happily ended what might have become a camp of 
Bush Negroes like those in Surinam. Not being pure 
negroes, however, they would probably have been less 
troublesome, and ultimately have become incorporated 
among the more gentle Indians. Q-bavesande had a liking 
for these people ; writing to the Directors in 1749 he sajs : — 

*'The children of black fathers and red mothers are 
handsome, and better qualified to learn handicrafts than 
either pure black or red. For myself I would rather have 
one of these than two of the others. They are a little 
more obstinate and high-minded than the others, but this 
objection is compensated for by their quickness and readi- 
ness to understand."* 

Three of the runaways having refused to return with the 

others, managed to escape up the Cuyuni, intending to 
proceed to Spanish Guiana. Being determined not to have 
any Bush Negroes, and to give a lesson to the other slaves, 
the Commandeur sent information to the friendly Indians, 
with an offer of ten axes for each fugitive, either dead or 
alive. As a result of this, on the 2nd of October, 1743, 
three barbacued right hands were brought to the Comman- 
deur, who ordered them to be nailed to a post as a warning. 
The prospecting and mining was still continued, but 
with the same unsatisfactory results. Hildebrand made 
promises which he could not perform, and fearing to be 
brought to account for various misdemeanours, he tried to 
induce the other European miners to desert with him to the 
Orinoco. They however had too much reason to complain 
of his behaviour to themselves to think of following him, 
and having given information to the Commandeur, Hilde- 
brand was brought before the Council of Justice on March 
9th, 1744, charged with cruelty to his subordinates, and 



* The desoendants of theae peo|de are Boattered along the banks of the riven, and are now oalled 
" borianden," 
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sentenced to be banished from the colony. Several of the 
miners still remained, and on the 3rd of January, 1746, 
two of them were fined for ill-treating one Hendbie de 
Coning, after which the mining appears to have been 
abandoned. 

It is interesting to note in this connection that in 1742, 
a Charter was granted to William Haok and other persons 
to prospect in Surinam for gold, silver and other metals and 
precious stones, for twelve years, with exclusive rights 
against all others. When the Company found a suitable loca- 
tion, on application to the Governor, a concession would 
be granted extending ten "hours" in every direction, 
provided it did not come within 1,600 roods of the farthest 
plantation. Elaborate provisions were made for the passage 
from HoUand of 500 miners, and their protection against 
Bash Negroes and Indians, but it does not appear that the 
project met with any measure of success. 

On the 16th of July, 1742, Oommandeur Q-elskbeke 
died at Zeelandia, Fort Island. Having been sick for 
some time previous, he had written to the Directors for leave 
to resign and return to the Netherlands, but unfortunately 
he died before the answer arrived. Gbavesakbe naturally 
succeeded, and was at once provisionally accepted as Com- 
mandeur by the (Councils. During the five years he had so 
ably filled the office of Secretary, he tried his best to aid 
the Commandeur in improving the status of the colony, and 
in spite of their many disappointments, especially in con- 
nection with the trading expeditions and mining, con- 
siderable progress had been made, and a foundation laid 
for further developments. 

By Resolution of the Ten on April 13th, 1743, Gbaves- 
ANDE was appointed Commandeur of Essequebo. Shortly 
afterwards, he fitted out an exploring and trading ex- 
pedition, under one of the Company's managers named 
Engelbebt Piepebsbubg, who took some of the miners 
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with him to search for gold and silver. On their retam 
they brought nothing but a lot of fables, apparently picked 
up from the Indians, especially of a wonderful crystal 
mountain, on the top of which was to be found sulphur 
and vitriol, and at its base fine seams of silver ore. 

Whether any specimens were brought back, does not 
appear, but it is certain that no profit was obtained. After 
this second failure of expeditions that were very expensive, 
GsAVBSAKDB Settled down to the work of developing the true 
interest of the colony — ^its agriculture. Plantations Poelwyk 
and Duynenburg near Cartabo, were now abandoned, and 
replaced by a new Duynenburg on Fort Island and Agte« 
kerke on Hog Island. On these new estates the yield of 
sugar was considerably increased, and cotton began to be 
cultivated. The indigo fields were still kept up, but without 
much profit, as the managers did not properly understand 
the manufacture, while the slaves objected to the nasty 
work of attending to the vats. Coffee and cacao never 
succeeded well in Essequebo. The coffee bushes looked 
flourishing and bore one or two moderate crops, but after 
that hardly any berries were produced. It may be sup- 
posed, that having an interest in these articles, the Com- 
mandeur tried his very best, but with so little success that 
a few years later he had to send to Berbice to buy a small 
supply of coffee for the garrison. The opening up of the 
coast soon began to tell on the colony, which rapidly de- 
veloped from a trading post to the nucleus of a thriving 
settlement. Frequent and large importations of slaves, as 
in Surinam, were however absolutely necessary, but the 
Company did not seem to see this. It is true that a fair 
number were brought by the English planters, but this 
was done in an illegal manner, probably with the conni* 
vance of the Commandeur. Something had to be done. 
If the Company could only have looked to its best interests 
it would have sent enough to supply the demand, but the 
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Direotora were too cautious to run any naks although 
it was their own country. It naturallj followed that an 
English settler went over to Barbados or Antigua^ ostensi- 
bly to bring his own property, but really to buy new negroes* 
The Commandeur knew that these breaches of the Begu- 
kitions were of benefit to the colony, and kept silent, but 
probably it was not openly allowed. In some cases it was 
necessary to connive at the trade with the Islands, as 
without it the colonists would have been half-starved. The 
progress of this trade may be judged from the &ct that a 
tax was imposed in 1744, on rum and molasses sold to the 
English, and in the following year on the petition of the 
inhabitants, vessels of that nationality were allowed to sell 
provisions by public auction. This trade became of so 
much importance afterwards that the Directors tried to 
stop it, but their jealousy only resulted in its being carried 
on a little more secretly. The English planters brought 
money and energy to the colony when it was most needed^ 
while the infusion of new blood so altered the condition of 
tilings, that whereas in 1740 there were hardly any plan- 
tations near the mouth of the Essequebo, five years after- 
wards it was thought necessary to find land for new 
setders in the Demerara. 

The free grants of land led to a great deal of speculation^ 
which increased so much a few years later, that an attempt 
was made to stop it. An English settler would obtain a 
concession, clear a small spot, build a troolie hut, and then 
wait for a customer ready to pay for a good location^ 
Even the relatives of the Commandeur dabbled in this sort 
of thing. In 1744, S. 0. Van Bbbohetok sold Pin. Athlone 
for 160 pistoles to Bobebt Bxiboombe of Barbados, and later 
such transactions became common. This gentleman (one 
of Mrs. GFbavesakde's nephews) sat as a coimcillor of 
Justice in 1743, but later he more oft^i appeared before 
the same Council as a defendant. 
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In September, 1744, the settlement was horrified by the 
brutal murder of a Barbadian by his two slaves. It appears 
that William Simpson and his wife had come to settle in 
Essequebo, bringing two adult negroes named Cudjoe and 
QuAOOO and a little negro boy. Having obtained a conces- 
sion he set to work with the help of his slaves and built a 
troolie house, after which he sent the two men to cut down 
the forest trees for his plantation. Not having been accus- 
tomed to such hard labour in Barbados, they began to work 
in the slow and slovenly manner so common among slaves 
when ordered to do what they dislike. One morning the 
planter put his gun on his shoulder, in hopes of being able 
to shoot a few parrots or other fowl for dinner, and walked 
to the clearing to see how the negroes were getting oiu 
Seeing them sitting down (resting, as they called it) he 
ordered them to get up at once and go on with their task, 
adding, that if they did not work better he would sell 
them to a neighbouring Dutchman. This being one of the 
greatest punishments known to a negro, Cubjob came 
behind his master and struck him down with his axe, 
while QuAOOO followed with several blows which killed the 
planter. They then became somewhat frightened, but at 
last, seeing the necessity of concealing the crime, they 
hid the body under a litter of branches among the trees 
which had been felled. Finally they went down to the 
river, washed away all traces of blood from their per- 
sons, and lingering until evening, slouched home to the 
mistress, who, being busy, did not notice anything peculiar 
in their manner. Not so however the little negro, who 
being more acquainted with the maimers of his race, saw 
at once that something was wrong. As the master did not 
return, Mrs. Simpson asked the two men if they had seen 
}\\m or knew where he had gone. They replied that 
** Massa had gone into the bush to shoot parrots." The 
wife at last became anxious for fear her husband should 
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have been lost in the forest, and taking up a gun fired it 
off several times to g^de him in returning. Presently the 
boy came up to her and whispered his suspicions of the 
men being concerned in his master's absence, from their 
wild looks when they came home. When further questioned, 
the villains pretended to be much concerned about the 
matter and offered to remain in the house for the night to 
keep her company, but this she would not allow, ordering 
them back to their own hut. By this time night had fallen 
and the almost distracted woman went down to the landing 
to see if she could discern a boat going to one of the 
neighbouring plantations. While there she saw an Indian 
paddling up the river to an estate not far distant, and him 
she hailed, asking that he should tell his master that Mr. 
Simpson had been lost in the bush, and beg him to come and 
help her. At eleven o'clock at night arrived two gentle- 
men, the Indian, and some other persons, who, learning 
how the matter stood, went through the forest blowing a 
horn, but not finding the missing planter, they at last 
returned, took the two slaves prisoners, and put them in 
the stocks. On the following morning the party searched 
the neighbourhood of the clearing, when the Indian re- 
marked that in going near a fallen tree he had a feeling 
that a corpse was hidden there. On the place being 
searched the body was found and brought to the house, 
where the negroes were confronted with it. Seeing that 
it was no good to deny it, they confessed their crime, one 
of them saying " Missie, your Qt)d has taken care of you, 
for we intended to kill you also." They were then sent to 
Fort Zeelandia and brought before the Council of Justice, 
where on their own confession they were sentenced to be 
executed with that cruelty so characteristic of the time. 
One of them was pinched seven times with red hot tongs, 
and then burnt alive. To add to the horror of the scene, 
a heavy shower fell and put out the fire, so that an hour 
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and a half passed before lie died. Like most of the executed 
negroes, he showed no sign of penitence nor did be flinch 
from the pain, saying to his mistress, who had come to 
witness the yengeanoe of the law, '* Missie, is this what 
you brought me here forP " On account of the delay in 
the first execution the other was strangled before being 
burnt.* 

The above account may be considered almost unfit for 
publication, but as a picture of the period, it is true to the 
life. Perhaps the most horrifying part of it is the widow 
gloating over the sufferings of her husband's murderers. 
tempora I mores I 

It was afterwards ascertained that these negroes had 
been bought at Barbados from under the gallows, on con- 
dition of being taken off the island, which Habtsinck states 
was a custom of the English, It was therefore resolved 
that in future no slaves should be admitted into Essequebo 
unless provided with certificates from the authorities of the 
places whence they were brought, that they had not been 
convicted of any grave offences. 

At the commencement of the year 1744, the brick fort 
was advancing towards completion, and the free planters 
were commanded in July to contribute slave labour, so that 
it might be the sooner furnished. As a mark of their appre- 
ciation of Gbavesande's services, the Directors sent him a 
cask of red wine as a present, which they afterwards re- 
peated several times, when the Gommandeur would have 
been better pleased with an increase of salary. 

The Company was not paying any dividends at this 
time. Having to compete with the English in other than 
the Dutch colonies, as far as its slave trade was concerned, 
there was not much profit to be made. The trade in 
Surinam was carried on under a system of such long credit. 



ESSEQUEBO OPENED UP. 115 

that there were generally outstanding debts for slaves 
amounting to a million guilders. The necessary expenses 
of the new fort and plantations in Essequebo were consider- 
able, so that there was hardly any profit from that colony, 
although the prospects for the future had brightened 
wonderfully. From 1735 to 1744 there had been no profit 
to the shareholders, yet in the face of this fact Gbayssandb 
managed to carry out his projects. When the mean spirit 
of the Directors is taken into consideration, and their con- 
tinual cry for present profit, we are better able to appreciate 
the man who could oyercome such obstacles. 

Not satisfied with aiming to improve Essequebo as a 
source of future profit, Geavbsandb was far-sighted enough 
to see the necessity for suitable institutions and laws. 
Hitherto, although it may be presumed that the laws of 
Zeeland had been used as precedents, the only binding 
Ordinances {were the Articled Letter, the Orders and In- 
structions of the Company and a few Publications of the 
different Oommandeurs. With the increase of population 
— settlers who could not come under the regulations for the 
Company^s servants — ^there was urgent necessity for some 
alteration. With the caution of a Dutchman and his own 
good sense however, Gbavesandb tried rather to regulate 
matters, than by imposing stringent Ordinances, to hinder 
progress. 

One of the new institutions was the Orphan Chamber. 
This appears to have been modelled on that of Middelburg, 
consisting of a President, two members, and a grifBer 
(clerk or secretary) appointed by the Council of Justice. 
The Orphan masters, as they were called, were to look 
after the affairs of orphans, idiots, the simple, and others 
who might be placed under their care, to administer their 
properties and appoint guardians. Later the Chamber took 
charge of the estates of bankrupts, and others who had 
left the colony without appointing legal representatives, 

Q 2 
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but suoli does not appear to have been contemplated 
at first. 

The Burgher Militia system was now put on a better 
footing. Although it had always been taken as a matter 
of course that a citizen should do his best to preserve the 
Colony against internal enemies such as Indians and re- 
volted slaves, and even if necessary defend it against 
privateers, there had been no proper system up to the 
present. It may be said to have originated in 1742 or 
1743, and the following year certain regulations were made 
by the Council of Justice, to provide for the assembling of 
the inhabitants in case of invasion. It appears that the 
colony was now divided into an upper and a lower district, 
with Burgher Officers in each, who acted in a manner as 
Justices of the Peace, and, in the absence of a police sys- 
tem, even as a sort of rural constables. 

Every man who settled in the colony became a citizen or 
Burgher, and necessarily a member of the Burghery. The 
Officers appear to have been nominated by their fellow- 
citizens and appointed by the Council. Since the election 
of a Colonial Councillor in 1739, these Burgher Officers 
had been constituted a College of Kiesheers (electors or 
choosers) to nominate the representatives of the free 
planters. Whether these electors consulted the wishes of 
the Burghers generally in making their nomination is not 
quite certain, but there is evidence that the Coimcillors 
themselves consulted them in matters of importance, and 
it may be presumed that their wishes were respected in 
this alflo. The College was established about 1743, the 
first Councillor elected on its nomination being Abbaham 
VA19 DBB Cbuyssb, who sat in the Council of Justice on the 
1st of July of that year, with the Commandeur, the Secre- 
tary Adbun Spoobs, S. C. van Bbbohetck, Jacobus van 
BoDEN, J. Baoeeb and John Adam Keyseb, being seven 
members, an addition of one more to the previous number. 
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A Church Consistory was also established about the same 
tune, which on July 5th, 1745, applied to the Council for 
the one and a half per cent, vendue commission, for the 
purpose of repairing the Church, which application it was 
agreed to recommend to the Directors. This was the 
foundation of the Church and Poor money which is still 
charged on all auction sales. Commissaries had been ap- 
pointed in 1744 to settle disputes at vendues, and as there 
was not yet an official Vendue Master, the Secretary con- 
ducted the sales. No public sale could be held by any 
private person, and as the fees and expenses i^eve very high 
on small lots, it naturally followed that goods were bought 
and sold in balk. 

There was no prison in the colony, but if a criminal was 
sentenced to incarceration he was put under guard at the 
fort, and compelled to pay for his board. In 1741 an 
Indian slave was sentenced to work in chains at the 
new fort; this appears to have been one of the first 
cases of a punishment well known later as working in 
the chain gang. A few criminal cases from the Minutes 
of the Council are worth publishing, and among them the 
following :— 

•* On the 1st of September, 1740, it was reported that 
Mabtinus Houwebt, the pilot, had absconded on the 23rd 
of August previously, in the English barquentine Sarah^ 
and had taken away his goods, and four negro slaves from 
the ship Neptune. On January 9th, 1741, Houwbbt was 
summoned to appear before the Council, and in his absence 
it was resolved that " as Mabtinus Houwbbt, Pilot of this 
river, has left the colony in a clandestine and rascally 
manner, and having been summoned, failed to appear, and 
as such persons ought to be punished severely as examples, 
he is condemned by these to be banished for ever and have 
all his goods and chattels confiscated to the West India 
Company. On April 10th following, it was ordered to be 
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pablifihed that all persons owing money to Houwebt must 
pay it to the Secretary within six weeks. 

On the 4th of July, 1740, Heer Fiket made an appli- 
cation to have a half-Indian woman secured to him as his 
property. Her name was Gatbina, the child of a white 
man and an Indian woman, whom he had found deserted 
by her Indian friends and ahnost dead from venereal 
disease, lying under a plantain tree. He had taken charge 
of her, cured the disease, and she had now lived with him 
for twenty-seven years. It does not appear that his 
application was granted, as it was a very difiBcult question 
to decide. 

On the 9th of January, 1742, Predicant Gebvbnbrobk 
brought a charge against a most scandalous woman named 
Jannetje Betkdebze, who, living at Cartabo, enticed the 
soldiers of Kyk-over-al to her house. She and her sister, 
(who lived elsewhere) being both enciente were ordered to 
go and live together in another part of the river within 
six months, and to pay fines of a himdred guilders each. 
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AT the commencement of the year 1745, nearly all the 
best locations in Essequebo had been granted to 
settlers, and some of them began to tnm their 
attention to the neighbouring river. Gravesandb saw 
that great benefit would certainly be derived from the 
extension of the colony, and applied for permission from 
the Directors to allow plantations in the Demerara, which 
was granted on the 18th of October, 1745. \ 

Up to this time there had been no settlement beyond the 
Essequebo, and even the Pomeroon post appears to have 
been abandoned. There had been a trading post in the 
Demerara, bat whether it was still in existence is doubtful, 
if so it was probably near the mouth of the river, on the 
site of what is now the front of Stabroek. 

With their usual meanness, the Directors, although 
willing to allow the opening up of the Demerara, were 
unprepared to spend any money, and virtually told in- 
tending settlers that if they went there, they must do so at 
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their own risk, as the Company would not bind itself to 
protect them. Notwithstanding this drawback, howeyer, 
applications for land began to pour in, — ^the first concessions 
being granted by the Council of Policy on the 3rd of April, 
1746, as follows: — 

2000 acres on Coeleriseraboe Creek to ADdriee Pietenen 
1000 ,, n Camoeny ,, „ Basttan OhristiaiiBeii 

1000 ,, „ Moeraooeba », „ 8. G. van der Heyden 
1000 ,, ,, „ ,y „ Andriee Tholflon 

1000 yy yy ,, „ ,, Jan Bertranu 

The special condition attached to each was, that '* any 
person not commencing his cultivation within a year and 
six weeks shall forfeit his land/' Besides this there were 
the general conditions of the Company, which ran as 
follows : — 

1. The Ck>mpany shall not be bonnd to erect any fort or stronghold in 
Demerara, or pay the expenses of a garrison in that riyer, untii the new 
colony shall be able to pay the expenses thereof. 

2. The planters who have already receiyed the privilege of ten years 
exemption from taxes on their new estates in £sseqaebo» shall not again 
enjoy that freedom in Bemerara. 

3. The concession for a large sugar plantation shall be 2,000 acres, with 
a fa<^ade of 1,200 roods along the riyer ; for a small sugar estate a half, and 
for cacao, coffee and other plantations, 500 acres. 

Besides these there was provision made that a piece of 
land, ten roods wide, extending the whole depth of the 
plantation, should be left between each concession as a 
Company's path, so that if at any future time the whole of 
the front line shoidd be occupied, there would be a highway 
to further concessions behind. No provision was made for 
a public road at this time, but later, as the necessity 
became apparent, first bridle-paths and afterwards carriage 
roads, were ordered to be made at the expense of the 
owners. 

At the meeting of Policy in July following, other grants 
were made for estates in the Camoeny, Haweroeny, 
Tinaboo, and on the river below the Madewyne. It will 
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be noticed that all these were situated from twenty to fifty 
miles np the river, and at first sight it seems strange, that 
after finding the necessity for removing from the neighbour- 
hood of Kyk-over-al, the planters should again commit the 
error of settling in a similar place. When however it is 
taken into account that the colonists were still in dread of 
an invasion, or raids of privateers, and that the Company 
gave them no protection whatever, the matter can be easily 
understood. Another point to be mentioned is that the 
situation near a creek was convenient for the water mills, 
which on account of the scarcity of horses and mules, was 
a great consideration to a sugar estate. Possibly also the 
neighbourhood of Fort Nassau in Berbice may Imve given 
a feeling of security, as the Indian paths were then in 
common use, and the one from The Loo to Savonette was 
comparatively easy to traverse. 

Thus the settlement of Demerara was commenced, and by 
the end of the year, troolie houses were scattered along 
the river and creeks, while the ringing of the axe could be 
heard from the third island up to where Plantation Christian- 
burg is now situated. 

For comparison with future years, when Demerara began 
to make an impression on the carrying trade, it may be 
mentioned, that the two regular vessels took away from 
Bssequebo for Zeeland, 1,219 hhds. of sugar in 1745, and 
1,342^ hhds. and 1 bag of coflTee in 1746, besides other 
produce. The hogshead contained about 800 lbs. at this 
time, and there was generally great loss on the voyage by 
leakage of molasses. Roughly estimating at 6 cwt. for 
each on arrival, at fifty shillings per cwt,, the sugar pro- 
duction of Bssequebo would be worth in 1746, £20,137*10 
or, taking into account the difference in the value of money, 
about £40,000. Besides this, the exports would be increased 
by the rum and molasses sold to the vessels from New Bug- 
land, and probably a fair quantity of sugar illegally shipped. 

B 
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Gbavesande paid many visits of inspection to Demerara 
in the course of the year 1746, to watch the progress of 
the new settlement, and fix the localities of the various 
concessions. These visits were made in the tent-boat of 
the colony, Gbavesande being generally accompanied by his 
assistant or clerk, who was a son of the late Commandeur 
Gblskeekb. There being no land surveyor in the colony, 
a great deal of care was needed to prevent boundary dis- 
putes, and the Commandeur and his clerk were necessarily 
obliged to act in a manner as surveyors. 

On one of these occasions, when the clerk had taken 
his wife and child for a trip to Demerara, a serious accident 
occurred by which the clerk and his wife and child were 
drowned, while Gbavesande had a very narrow escape. 

The party consisted of the Commandeur, and Gelseebee, 
with the wife and infant child of the latter, who were 
rowed by six stalwart negroes. On arriving opposite 
Parica they found the sea so very rough that the negroes 
had great diflBlculty in handling the oars. What with the 
ground swell and the chopping sea caused by the wind and 
tide being contrary, the lady was very much alarmed and 
the Commandeur left the tent or cabin, — which was not 
simply an awning, but a wooden structure — to order the 
negroes to keep the boats' head to the waves. Suddenly 
a squall struck the boat^ and encountering the resistance 
of the tent» upset it, the clerk and his wife and child 
being prevented from escaping and drowned. Gbavesande 
and the negroes were however thrown into the water, but 
as the Commandeur was unable to swim, he would pro- 
bably have lost his life, had it not happened that one of 
the negroes named Abomine saw the danger and came to 
his assistance. Twice Gbavesande sunk, but Abomine, 
watching his opportunity, succeeded at last in laying hold 
of his master, and drew him ashore, where he soon re- 
covered and was able to walk to a neighbouring plantation. 
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The Commandeur was very grateful to the faithful negro, 
and wanted to give him his freedom, together with that of 
his wife and child. Being Company's slaves however, this 
was out of his power, he therefore wrote to the Directors, 
telling the story in most feeling language, and intimating 
his desire to give the family their Hberty. Having very 
little money, he could not well offer to buy them, and he 
naturally hoped that the Directors would also feel grateful 
that their representative had been saved from drowning. 
But no ! the Chamber of Zeeland, like many other corpo- 
rations, had neither feeling, conscience, nor humanity, and 
very coolly told Gbavesand£ that he might have the slaves 
for seven hundred guilders, that being their average value 
as newly imported Africans. 

On the 8th of January, 1746, it was reported to the 
Council of Justice that there had been a mutiny of the 
soldiers at Fort Zeelandia. fciergeant J. C. Pbetobius and 
several privates were brought before the Council, where 
the Sergeant was sentenced to death, and the others to be 
flogged. The capital sentence was afterwards commuted 
to banishment. This and other matters are referred to in 
the loUowing report of the Commandeur and Council of 
Policy to the Directors, dated December 4th : — 

" Oa the 16th of September, by the arrival of the ship YriendMhap, 
Captn. JusiABv Kbbt we received Your Honoorabiea* letter of the 8th of 
Jnly of the present year. 

**' What Your Honourablea have been told by Capt. Lieutenant MHinrBB, 
that there has been no session of the Council of Justice of this river, is 
untrue ; if such had been the case the undersigned would have communi- 
eated the same to Your £b)nourables. We do not know what the Captain 
''Lieutenant has communicated to you, but after the desertion of some of the 
soldiers in January last, the most guilty were punished, and at the same 
time asked, in the presence of the Council of Justice and the garrison, if 
they had any complaints to make against any particular officer, whereupon 
no charge whatever was brought. 

" We say again, that to our knowledge no wages in coin have been paid 
from the ttompauy's cash to any person whatever. We only know this, that 

s 2 
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Jacob Illbobrs, master tradesman on Fin. Daynenbnrg for two montha m 
1744, was paid by the first undersigned (the Commandenr) the sum of X5 
(Flemish) which he did not think desirable to enter into the Soldiers' pay book. 

** Km to the delivery of the necessary hammocks and other requisites for 
the soldiers, we await your orders. We think that the cotton hammocks, 
to be bought here at from 15 to 20 guilders, would bo best. The soldiers 
on their arriyal here are much in debt for their transport^ and no one being 
willing to credit them with anything, they necessarily become short of 
clothing. We have therefore thought it desirable to call your attention to 
this matter, and to ask, that while they are working out their debts, there 
should be sent out for each soldier, at cost price, two coarse white and four 
coloured shirts, four Flemish or osnaburg trowsers, two pairs of stockings, 
and six pairs of shoes, all of which are cheaper at home. 

" The Secretary Spoobb, on Your Honourables* suggestion, has bought for 
Plantation Duynenburg^ twelve head of good mules at a low price, and we 
enclose the estimate of the quantity of sugar likely to be delivered from 
Your fionourables' plantations during the next twelve months. 

*''As regards the rations requested for the Clerk Babbjjur — ^these not 
having been granted because Your Honourables did not know what had been 
allowed to the Assistant Ghlsxbbxb^ — that Your Honourables may be satisfied 
on this point, we now beg to state that the quantity allowed him was a half 
hogshead of Beer, a half aam (10 gins.) Wine, and further in the same 
ratio, we therefore take the liberty of repeating our application* 

•' As Your Ebnourables write particularly concerning our selling of land, 
and especially of a certain lot sold for a hundred and ten Pistoles, we b^ 
leave to mention the matter in brief, and give Your Honourables the par^ 
tioulars. The Surgeon Doiu)enb, having a few slaves in his possession, asked 
for a piece of land of 700 roods, to comoience a sugar plantation, which 
was granted. He opened up a proper field the first season, but owing to 
his duties, or from some other reason unknown to us, became indifferent^ 
and asked, when all of us were present, whether any one was inclined to 
buy the land. The second undersigned (Secretary Bpoobs?) without 
thinking, offered ten Pistoles and thus became the purchaser. Since that 
time, a certain energetic Englishman named Jobbph Paizotsov, who is in 
possession of ten slaves, has bought the place from the new owner for 110 
Pistoles, with an allowance of two years to pay the purchase money. This 
18 what actually took place. We believe that at first sight this transaction 
will appear very strange to Your Honourables, and we may say that if the 
gale had been made with forethought, it would not have been rights and 
Your Honourables might consider the money as belonging to the Company's 
cash. But when Your Honourables take it iu good part, and refer to the 
explanation of the uiidersigned, you may consider (be maHer differently. 
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Farther, we desire to give Your HoDourables our information as to grants 
of land* by which you will see that nothing has been done contrary to your 
orders. Whatever grants of land on Hog Island haye been made in onr 
meetings, haye been giyen openly, and nothing without the knowledge 
off Your Honourables. The seoond undersigned is willing to pay 1,000 Biz 
dcdlars ; all the land in his possession has been bought at high prices. The 
first undersigned has a part of the land on which his plantation is situated, 
which he bought for 2,000 guilders, with nothing on it. 

'* We hope Your Honourables will haye engaged a qualified Surgeon, and 
that he will arriye soon, as we are yery much in need, since Jbak Pihbbb 
BoLLfl, who liyed at Cartabo and looked after the old fort, brickery and indigo 
plantation, has died. We haye been obliged to send Johav Budolph Ebtsleb 
of Plantation Ihu^iMinlbiwtgy to take charge of the indigo plantation; there is 
not much to be done at Cartabo since the brickery has been remoyed. 
Jhiy%fiv^bwrg is now under the charge of a young man named BursoHi, who 
has been proyisionally accepted as imdermutiw (Assistant Surgeon) by 
Surgeon-Major IXmcAir, on a salary of twelye guilders a month. The Snv- 
geoQ GoBHBAAB fc>H]s Icaycs by this yessel in accordance with your orders, by 
which departure Plantation Pdgrim is also depriyed of a Surgeon. 

" We haye considered it our duty to report to Your Honourables, that land 
has already been granted in the Demerara riyer for twenty-one Plantations, 
the conditions of which we enclose. To carry on this colony successfully 
will require new importations of slayes. 

The following of Your Honourables seryants ask for increase of their 
monthly wages i^ 

Manager Malobaat has had an adyance of /4, wants /6. 

Managers Lusis and Bohlfap want each /B. 

The Oyerseer of the Proyision Ground wants /5, 

The Bricklayer Jacobus Bloi^ whose merit is known to Your Honourables, 
the Smith Pibtib Mabee^ the Carpenter Bobbbbx Gouxub, the Surgeons 
FmnxuB and Sibuts each want /B, and the Sugar boiler and Foreman on 
Plantation Pelgrim each #ant /2. 

*' Wherewith we commend Your HonouraUes to the protectioD of 
God, ftc^'* 

The meanness of the Company was very discouraging 
to Gbayesande. In 1 745 he told the Directors, that the 
smithy was cold for want of iron and coal, the slayes had 
not received their rations for want of supplies, and he 

* Brieren AriBtodemns and Sinoenu. The signatures are ffanting in the copy, it is therefore 
not quite certain who the seoond undersigned was, but it may be presumed to have heen the Beora- 
tary^ as his signature generally followed that of the Ck)mmandeur. 
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)lf had nothing but water to drink. On account of 
the unfavourable season, which caused a failure of the crop 
of provisions, there was almost a famine, which was only 
averted by impoi'tations of flour, meal and other foodstufb 
from the English Islands. The want of clothing and am- 
munition was also much felt by the Commandeur, who 
wanted to see everything in proper order, and to cap the 
whole, small-pox appeared on Plantation Duynenhurg and 
carried oS. a good number of the slaves. 

These drawbacks and some fault-finders among the in- 
habitants, worried the Commandeur so much that on the 
7th of December, 1746, he wrote to the Directors, asking 
them to allow him to resign. While acknowledging their 
good treatment, with thanks, he was bound to say that 
his salary was too small. Five hundred guilders per 
annum, besides rations, &c., was too little to provide for 
his table and family in a proper manner. He wished to 
perform his duties in an honourable way, without doing 
anything questionable, but he had great trouble with some 
discontented colonists. Having spent all his savings, as 
well as his salary, he had no money to pay the passage of 
his wife and family to the Netherlands, he therefore wished 
to remain and settle in the colony. 

The Directors were unpleasantly surprised at this re- 
quest| as they never before had such an able, energetic 
and straightforward Commandeur in Essequebo. They 
therefore wrote to him on the 7th of August, 1747, ex- 
pressing their great sorrow, and making promises ot better 
treatment if he would withdraw his resignation. The Ten 
even took the trouble to second the Chamber of Zeeland 
by writing to him in the most flattering terms, stating that 
thef were very pleased with his government, also that they 
agreed with all his views respecting the new colony in 
the Demerara, at the same time earnestly desiring hiin to 
remain and carry out tne project to thu best of his ability. 



FOUNDING OF DEMERARA. 127 

His Balary would be increased to /BOO if he consented, and 
his second son Wabnabd Jacob, he appointed assistant, in 
place of Gblseebee who had been drowned. 

As a present the Ten gave him his faithfnl slave Abominb 
and his family, and empowered him to act with severity 
against those who had been troublesome and slanderous. 
Having obtained these allowances, and liberty to carry out 
his projects, G-bavesandb agreed to remain for the present, 
while the Directors became a little more liberal. 

In 1747 considerable alarm was felt in Essequebo on 
account of a rumoured invasion from Spanish Guiana. 
On the 7th of October, the Oommandeur proposed to the 
Council of Justice, an extraordinary head tax of one rix 
dollar on each slave, for the purpose of procuring fifty 
additional soldiers to protect the colony, as well as ammu- 
nition for its defence. It was decided to call up the 
Burgher Companies and submit the matter, leaving them 
to decide whether they would pay the tax, or undertake 
the extra duty themselves; after this should have been 
done, the Councillors would decide what further measures 
should be taken.* Whether this tax was imposed or not, 
does not appear, but it is probable that as the alarm wore 
off the need for it was no loDger felt. 

The cause of this scare was the action of the Spaniards 
in building a fort up the Cuyuni, and prohibiting the Com- 
pany's postholder and traders from visiting the Indian 
tribes in that direction. Gbavesande protested against this 
in letters to the Spanish Governor, and also represented 
the matter to the Directors, together with complaints of 
the Caribs of the lower Orinoco, that Spanish Missions 
were being established among them. The Company having 
brought these high-handed proceedings to the notice of 
the States General, the Dutch Ambassador at Madrid pro- 

* Briewi Aiiitodemna en Binoenu. 
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tested so strongly, that the Spanish Government declared 
they had no designs against Essequebo, and gave orders 
to the Oovemor of Spanish Guiana not to cause any further 
difficulties. As for the Missionaries, they were obliged to 
abandon their attempts, not from any regard for the Dutch 
protests, but because the Caribs refused to have anything 
to do with them.* 

Fort Zeelandia had been finished about 1744, and was 
now considered a strong fortress for a small colony like 
Essequebo. Habtsinoe describes it as having been square, 
with four ramparts, provided with 18 or 19 guns, inside 
which were three covered masoned redoubts having flat 
roofs with embrasures, serving for barracks for soldiers 
and a powder magazine. There was also, near the store, 
a horn work lined with palisades, and armed with twelve 
guns. Near the fort a little village grew up, and on the 
3rd of July, 1746, Jan Smit received a concession of thirty 
roods to build a house, and a license to keep an inn for 
six years. In 1748, after forty roods had been granted 
to Isaac van dbb Cbutsb to build a house, it was decided 
that in future no one should have more than fifteen roods 
at Fort Zeelandia. 

As a further defence in addition to the fort, a galley 
was built by the planters. It appears to have been a kind 
of flat-bottomed sloop, armed with four metal culverins 
and about forty swivel guns provided by the Company, 
while the planters supplied a crew of ne^oes who were 
commanded by one of the Burghers. Kyk-over-al having 
been allowed to fall into decay, it was resolved in 1748 to 
demolish it, and Habtsinck states that some of the bricks 
were used in erecting a sugar mill on Plantation Duynenburg. 

Land speculation became verv rife in Essequebo from 
about 1746 to 1750, so that some efforts were necessary to 

* Netocher, Geicheidenia van Bssequebo, Ac, 
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check it. In 1746, Wakenaam was stated, in the Council 
of Policy, to have been abandoned by its owners, which 
Messrs. Doig and Wilson indignantly denied, saying that 
they had slaves working there, and were prepared to go on 
with the cultivation. Other cases of a similar nature seem 
to show that it had become a practice to procure a grant 
of land and wait for a purchaser^ in the meanwhile, 
keeping just enough in cultivation to prove compliance 
with the conditions. As such a state of things was not 
conducive to progress, Gbavesande tried his best to put it 
down. It appears that the English were more noted for 
speculation than the Dutch, and Messrs. Doio and Wilson 
may be quoted as examples. They had apparently received 
a grant of the whole of the island of Wakenaam, but on 
the matter being mentioned they sold Plantation New 
Brandenburg on that island, with 22 slaves, to Solomon 
Pebsie for y2,600. In the same year Jakes Babby, attorney 
of Thomas West and Paul Bbdfobd, transported Plantation 
New Walcher$n to Gedney Glabee, with its slaves, for 
/35,000. The first was probably a made up aSair, as the 
twenty slaves would alone have been worth more than the 
amount stated, unless they were infants, invalids, or old and 
infirm. No particulars are given as to the number ot slaves 
or aores in cultivation on JV6Z(; WcUcheren; but it may be pre- 
sumed that this estate was one of the few that were in good 
working order. The three Company's plantations shipped 
altogether about 150 to 200 hogsheads of sugar annually, 
and it is probable that few private estates made more than 
fifty. The year 1747 was so very unfavourable that the 
shipments of sugar by the two vessels only amounted to 
559^ hhds« for the whole colony. This was probably con- 
sequent on the unfavourable weather of 1745, which would 
aSeot the crop cut the following year and shipped in 1747. 
By sending in his resignation, as before stated, Gbavesandb 
shut the mouths of the Directors before this small shipment 

s 
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was on its way. The same year saw the final abandonment 
of indigo cultivation, Manager Boblpap informing the 
Council of Policy at the meeting in April, that aU the 
fields had been destroyed by caterpillars. 

Gravesande's projects for improving Demerara, which 
the Ten had agreed to in 1747, included the establishment 
of a Brandwagt or guard-house at the mouth of the river, 
manned by a sergeant and five soldiers. This was built in 
1748, and used as a post of observation on all boats enter- 
ing and leaving the river, mainly to prevent smuggling. 
No vessels were allowed as yet, to come direct to Demerara, 
but were obliged to enter and clear at Fort Zeelandia, to 
which produce had to be taken and from thence supplies 
procured. From the Brandwagt, which was situated on 
what is now the front of Stabroek, probably on the site of 
the Market, the Sergeant made periodical tours of inspec- 
tion to the estates on the river, and reported to the Oom- 
mandeur. This slight supervision was however soon felt 
by Geavesandb to be inadequate. Very little produce had 
been shipped up to the present, but the work of clearing 
and planting was going on very favourably, many of the 
more enterprising planters abandoning Essequebo to come 
here. Essequebo was at a standstill^ and the Commandeur 
predicted to the Directors that Demerara would be ahead 
of the mother colony in a few years. 

One of the projects for developing the resources of 
Demerara is worthy of mention, and even suggestive 
now-a-days. In 1748, Ignaob Couethial, a French Catholic, 
who had been one of the miners under Hildbbeand, asked 
for a large grant of savannah land between the rivers 
Demerara and Berbice. Here he wished to establish a 
cattle farm, and pasture twelve to fifteen thousand head of 
oxen and horses ; he also asked permission to build a Church 
and maintain a priest, at his own expense. The grant waa 
never made on account of some difficulties, probably con- 
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neoted with the boundary of Berbioe, but he afterwards 
obtained a regular grant for a coffee plantation on the site 
of what is now Plantation WaUi^ but which he called 
Hoehdbhoe^ from the name of the neighbouring creek. 

Being now in the good graces of the Directors, Gbave- 
8ANDE applied for leave of absence to pay a visit to the 
Netherlands, which was reluctantly granted two years 
after. Meanwhile he continued his efforts for the welfare 
of the mother colony and its offshoot, and succeeded so far 
that progress began to be shown by the exports. In 1748, 
probably for the first time, four vessels arrived and took 
away 2,292 hhds. of sugar; in 1749, eight carried 3,579^ 
hhds., while in 1750 five carried 2,529 hhds. and one bag 
coffee. One of those which arrived in 1749 was a slave 
ship, bringing a cargo of negroes from Africa, which were 
particularly acceptable. 

What with the fears of a raid from Spanish Guiana, and 
the impediments to the joumies of the postholders, the 
Indian trade had dwindled to very little. The new arrivals 
had also made so much trouble by interfering with these 
people, that the tribes began to retire farther and farther 
away from the settlements. The Commandeur did hits best 
to prevent disputes, and punished either Indians or whites 
when convicted, but this did not suit the natives, as the 
only justice they knew was revenge. 

Li 1748 two Indian slaves were executed for attempting 
to murder, the one his master, and the other a postholder ; 
the following year, the free Indian Iobeisobeikob having 
confessed to murdering his wife, was also executed by 
decapitation, while in 1750 a slave named Hazaed was sen- 
tenced to death for murdering an Indian. In 1748 the 
Commandeur had reason to complain that John Pooler 
had sent away a free Indian to Barbados, and later some 
planters were ordered to release eight Indians whom they 
had taken by force, which occasioned a renewal of the 
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PubKcation of 1717.* In 1748 it was decided to re-open 
the Indian trade, but with all his perseverance Graybsakdb 
did but little. He still beheved in the riches of the in- 
terior, and credited the rumours then in circulation that 
an expedition from the Spanish Missions in the Upper 
Guyuni had discovered the veritable El Dorado. 

The slaves gave a great deal of trouble to the Council of 
Justice. Among the regulations of this period was the 
prohibition of their going about the river without passes, 
and that they were not to be worked on Sundays. 

Only flagrant crimes on the part of the Negroes were 
brought before the Council ; murderers were sentenced 
to death, while lesser offences, such as attempts to kill 
their fellow slaves, were punished by banishment and 
sale in other colonies. There was always a difficulty in 
getting slaves brought to justice, from the fact that the 
masters lost their services during the period of deten- 
tion, so that even very serious offences were generally 
punished on the estates, in such a manner that the negro 
was not incapacitated for labour. This was what caused 
such an outcry at a later period, but when the matter is 
looked at from the master's point of view, it only amounts 
to this, that a lighter pimishment was inflicted by his master 
than if the slave had been tried by the Council of Justice. 
That there was cruelty is certain, but not to slaves only, 
for white men were flogged at Fort Zeelandia, and torture 
was legal in the Netherlands up to the beginning of the 
Nineteenth century. 

In the cases of white persons convicted of serious 
offences, the usual punishment was banishment from the 
colony, and sometimes confiscation of their estates. In 
1748, C. F. Fathuis was sentenced (in his absence) to be 
arrested and forwarded to the Netherlands for punishment^ 

* The value of an Indian alave appears from the Hinatea of Justice of 1749 to have been /tlQi, 
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for using improper language in a letter, towards the Ten, 
the Chamber of Zeeland, and the Council of Justice. 
Another person was banished for attempting to obtain 
money under false pretences, and even theft was punished 
in the same way. The first notice of a bankruptcy is that 
of Jak Smit, the tavern keeper at Fort Zeelandia, in 
January 1750. The Council of Justice ordered the pub- 
lication of tbe names of all persons indebted to him^ that 
they be called upon to pay, that all his possessions be sold 
for the benefit of the creditors, and, that he be imprisoned. 
He was ordered to be released in July following, and at 
the next meeting in October allowed to quit the colony. 

Gbayesande sailed for tbe Netherlands, on leaye of ab- 
sence, on the 11th of April, 1750, leaving the Secretary 
Adblan Spooes, as acting Commandeur. He took with 
him his son Waenaei) Jacob, but left his wife and the other 
children at Fort Zeelandia, including his eldest son, whose 
name itas Jonathan Sahtjel, of whom we shall hear 
later. 
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eRAVESANDB was favourably received by the Directors 
of Zeeland on his arrival in Middelburg, who listened 
with interest to his account of the progress of Esse- 
quebo and Demerara. His ideas as to the necessity for a 
Commandeur for the new colony were treated with respect, 
and on the 15th of August, 1750, he was appointed 
Directeur-General of the two rivers, with an increase of 
salary, while his son Jonathan Samuel, received the post 
of Commandeur of Demerara. These appointments were 
confirmed by the Ten, and afterwards by the Stadtholder, 
as Qovernor and Chief Director of the Company. Other 
alterations were made on the representations of Gbavesande, 
among them being a repeal of the obnoxious order against 
his possessing a plantation, and the granting him an allow- 
ance called table money.* 

* This represented whst is now the Goyemor'B allowuioe for oontingenoies* being granted for the 
porpoee of ^ftb^lpg him to entertain vintorSf Ao. 
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Another consequenoe of this visit was not so agreeable 
to the Chamber of Zeeland. The Ten began to take more 
interest in Essequebo and Demerara, and thought it their 
business to enquire into matters a Uttle more. The Chamber 
had maintained from the commencement of the new Com- 
pany, that Essequebo had been established at first by Zee- 
land merchants, that when the Company in general were 
ready to abandon the place, they alone agreed to take it 
over, and that its present position was entirely due to their 
care and attention. On the other hand, the Ten claimed 
that under the Charter no particular Chamber could have a 
monopoly apart from the others ; they had always held the 
supreme power and never abandoned it, and had also exer^ 
cised their right of commissioning the Commandeurs, only 
allowing the Zeeland Chamber to manage the colony under 
their supreme control. The Ten wanted to open the two 
rivers to all the provinces, without any special licence from 
the Chamber, but this the latter refused, and would let no 
vessel go there without what was called a "Wood and 
Salt Letter," for which a fee was demanded, and which 
could only be procured from the Chamber. As may be sup- 
posed, this dispute hampered the colony very much, and, 
during the twelve years it lasted, prevented that progress 
which might naturally have been expected. 

The two principal Chambers were those of Amsterdam 
and Zeeland, between which there had always been a 
jealous rivalry. The merchants of the capital were the 
great bankers of the time, and on the report oE the land 
fever in Essequebo and Demerara, they naturally thought 
of these colonies as good places for the investment of 
capital. It is also probable that applications for loans had 
been already made, and refused on account of the difficulty 
of shipping produce to other than the ports of Zeeland. 
At this time, and to a certain extent even up to now, it 
was customary for money-lenders and mortgagees of 
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property, when dealing with West Indian planters, to exact 
that the produce of the estate should be shipped /only to 
them. How could this be done when Zeeland refused Am- 
sterdam permission to trade ? 

To an impartial enquirer it appears that the Ten were 
right. As early as 1685, they had passed a Resolution to 
allow free trade to Essequebo for all the Provinces, but 
this remained a dead letter, partly because the Chamber 
discouraged it, but principally on account of the pettiness 
of the trade. Now that there was something worth going 
for, the Amsterdam shareholders began to ask why their 
vessels should be kept out. Plenty of long arguments 
were used by the Chamber of Zeeland, but they had a 
very poor case, nevertheless the matter was reported on 
over and over again by one Chamber and another, the Ten, 
and the States General^ and finally, taken to the Stadt- 

holder. 

Tlie Ten having declared that Essequebo was open to all 
citizens of the Netherlands, the claimants of the monopoly 
were up in arms at once, and on the 30th of September, 
1750, sent a Memorial to the States General to prove their 
rights, at the same time asking to be upheld in enforcing 
them. One of the reasons for establishing free trade being 
the alleged difficulty of the planters in getting vessels 
enough to carry away their produce, the Chamber replied 
as follows: — 

** So iar from there having been a want of shipping to export their pro* 
daee, on the oontrary, yesaela were always at hand, so maoh so, that the 
ship Enequebo Friendakip returned home on the 26th of Deoember, 1749^ 
in ballasti while other vessels had been obliged to remain there far beyond 
their lay days, for want of freight. Aithoogh in 1747 one ship less than 
the usual number had been despatched to the colonyi this was oooaaioned by 
their High Mightinesses and the Admiralty of Zeeland, having pressed three 
Essequebo vessels into the service of the States, of which one was ready to 
saU." 

This statement was generally true, but there is not the 
slightest doubt ^that a large portion of the produce was 
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quietly shipped to the West Indies, and there exchanged 
for slaves and other necessarieSi on account of the difficulty 
of procuring supplies in Essequebo. The Directors had 
always been too cautious in forwarding provisions and 
other necessaries; probably they would have been much 
sharper in doing this, bad they considered that the return 
cargoes depended on it. The difference between one year's 
shipment and another was too great to be accounted for by 
bad seasons alone. To anticipate a little, the exports of 
sugar were, in 1751, 1445 hhds., and in the following year 
2,606^ hhds., the first in four and the other in six vessels. 
What a difference in the next two years, only 447^ hhds. 
in 1753 and 285 hhds. in 1754, in one and two vessels re- 
spectively. It may be confidently asserted that a great 
deal of smuggling took place in the latter period, perhaps 
some of it in Amsterdam vessels. 

At the request of the States General, the Amsterdam 
Chamber made a counter report to that of Zeeland in 
January 1751. The trade with Essequebo had been opened 
by the Ten in 1685, to all citizens of the Netherlands. 
The Zeeland Chamber had been allowed to manage the 
colony ; but only as subordinate to the General Company, 
to which the government, trade and navigation, had always 
belonged. A large number of documents were brought 
forward, as evidence to prove that the supreme authority 
had never been delegated to Zeeland, but that the Ten» by 
the appointment of Commandeurs and interference in other 
matters, had always maintained it. The claim to Esse- 
quebo on the part of Zeeland, was a new one, as until the 
previous year, when the Commandeur had been ordered 
not to allow any vessel to load or unload without a Wood 
and Salt Letter, there had been no prohibition of trading 
by the other provinces. To this, Zeeland replied that 
they had received a concession of the exclusive trade and 
navigation, and had held it for eighty years, while as for the 

T 
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Wood and Salt Letter, any one could get it on paying the 
fee. The citizens of Zealand traded to the Wild Coast before 
1600, and before the West India Company had been even 
thought of, much less established, Essequebo was already 
defended by a fort named i^fter a Zeeland family. Fort ter 
Hoogen, while it did not appear that any but Zeelanders 
had traded there since. They had continued and main- 
tained their rights to the exclusion of all others, but the 
expenses and profits had always been properly divided 
among all the Chambers. 

In this way the dispute was carried on for twenty years, 
hampering trade, and standing in the way of progress. 
The Chamber of Zeeland was continually promising to do 
things when the matter was settled ; and this delay [was 
particularly disheartening to Gravesandb, as it prevented 
bim from carrying out his projects for the benefit of the 
two rivers. 

After a residence of nearly two years in the Netherlands 
Gbavesandb returned to Essequebo, bringing with him his 
wife's nephew, Lauebns Lodewyk van Beeohbick, who was 
a Land Surveyor. On his arrival, he installed his son 
Jonathan Samuel, as the first Commandeur of Demerara, 
who, although the appointment was dated August 15tb, 
1750, does not appear to have assumed office imtil his 
father's [return. At first, he did not reside in Demerara, 
but lived at Fort Zeelandia with his father, paying frequent 
visits to Demerara, where Bebohetck was sent in April, 
1752, to settle land disputes and lay out the boundaries of 
the concessions. 

By this time most of the desirable positions along the 
bankis to the Demerara had been taken up, and, as early 
as January 3rd, 1751, the new Commandeur received a 
concession of 4,000 acres, from the Madewine Creek down- 
wards, to establish a sugar plantation. So great was the 
influx of foreigners, that on the arrival of the Directeur- 



PROGRESS. 1 39 

General^ a publicatdon was issued that all new settlers must 
take the oath of allegiance. In July 1752, it was resolved 
that no concession of 2,000 acres should be granted in 
future except on condition that a sugar mill be erected 
within three years. In October following the Directeur- 
General received a concession of 2,000 acres below the 
Haymeroony Creek, and at the same time was granted a 
piece of land of the same area near that of the Comman- 
deur. In September 1753, it was resolved that a fee of 25 
guilders should be exacted from all grantees of 2,000 acres, 
in addition to the other expenses of survey, &c. Prom a 
suit in the Council of Justice of a later date, it appears 
that Bbbohbtck charged 200 guilders as his fee for the 
survey of an estate of 2,000 acres, i.e. two stivers an acre. 
What with the expenses of the survey, and more strict 
attention, the conditions of settlement were complied with 
to a certain extent, and land speculation became less easy, 
but it was still carried on to a considerable degree until 
1761, when a Publication was issued that no one should 
be allowed to seU his plantation until it had been five years 
in his possession. 

In 1753, the necessity for a centre where a government 
office could be established in Demerara, was much felt. 
The Brandwagt was too far down the river, and the only 
place where the business of the colony could be conducted 
was on the estate of the Commandeur. There were four 
little islands near Soesdyke, the first attached to Plantation 
LaTid of Canaan, the second called Borsselen,* the third 
Biesen, and the fourth, now joined to west shore^ Camouni. 
On the second of these, Borsselen, principally on account 
of its convenience to the Commandeur, it being nearly 
abreast of his plantation, it was resolved to establish a 
capital. It was laid out in twenty-four lots, of one square 

• Named in honour: of the repreeentetive of the Btadtholdep in the Ten, P. J. van Borasele van 
clarHoogB. 
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chain each, and on the Ist of July, VJh%^ twelve of these 
lots were granted for building purposes^ and on the 30th 
of September following, nine others, the remaining three 
being probably those on which the government offices were 
to be erected. Among the grantees were the Directeur- 
Qeheral, L. L. van Bsbohetoe, S. C* van Bbbchsyce, John 
Halt k Co., J. Thomas, &c., &c. 

The same year the English planters asked permission of 
the Directors, to bring a Catechist or Scripture Beader 
from Saba at their own expense, to perform Divine Service 
in Demerara, as it was so very far from the church on Fort 
Island. This was granted, and as there was no Church, 
Service was performed at the houses of the planters. Very 
little can be gleaned concerning this Reverend gentleman, 
as neither the Company nor the Councils had anything to 
do with him. 

The Burgher system had been already introduced into 
Demerara, and as the necessity for a Court of Justice be- 
gan to be felt, the Council of Essequebo resolved on July 
3rd, 1758, that the Burgher Officers, with the Commandeur, 
should be empowered to try petty offences. 

The difficulties in connection with Indian slaves, were 
brought before the Council of Policy on the 9th of April, 
1752, and a Publication ordered which ran as follows : — 

'* We, IiAiTBBire Stobm yah 's Gbayebahdb, Direoteur-General, and the 
CouDoillon of Policy oyer the Colony and underlying Rivera and DiBtricte of 
Esseqnebo, on behalf of the Chartered West India Company of the United 
Netherlands. 

" FoUowing the express orders of the Honourable Gentlemen Directors 
of the West India Company's Chamber of Zeeland, dated October 22Ddy 
1751, in oonf rmation and renewal of a Resolntion passed at the meeting 
of the Ten, of the 19th of November, 1717, given to be carried ont« by the 
then governor, the Qentleman Commandeur Pibtbb vak dbr Hstdex RBSsiTy 
we give notice that the inhabitants of this colony, in regard to the trade in 
red slaves, are permitted to have in their service six head of the said red 
slaves, and no more, to be procured from the Orinoco, by purchase or ex- 
change, for each of whom they shall pay an annt^al tax to the Company of 
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six guilders, aboTe the head-tax of one riz dollar ; also, that Done of the 
above-mentioned inhabitants are permitted to remove any red slaves from 
this riyer, or to sell them to others than the inhabitants of this oolony, and 
farther, if the inhabitants should sell or exchange any red slaves among 
themselves, they shall be bound to pay, as a tax to the Company for each, 
five pieoes of eight or rix dollars, half by the seller and half by the buyer, 
and that suooessively at every sale or exchange of a red slave. 

^' Be it known that we, in confirmation of the Order and intent of their 
High Hononrables, do hereby order by these, that no person shall have in 
his possession at any time more than six head of red slaves, who on their in- 
troduction, must be properly reported ; also, that they must be entered on 
the annual list for assessing the head-tax ; farther, they most not be sent 
away or sold out of this Oolony and District, and those sold here mast be 
reported as aforesaid, and moreover the Office mast be satisfied by payment 
of the five rix dollars per head, on pain of confiscation of the said red slaves, 
and above that, doable their valae. 

Done in Bio Essequebo at Fort Zeelandia, the 28th April, 1752. 
The Ordinance of their High Hononrables, the Gentleman Direotenr- 
General and Coancillors of Policy. 

(Signed) L. Srosx vax 's Gbavbbaitbb. 

The diflSculty of procuring horses for the cane noiills was 
only second to that of the want of slaves. As was men- 
tioned before, these were brought from New England, and 
often died on the voyage, in the calms of what sailors called 
the " horse latitudes." On the 2nd of July 1752, it was 
resolved that no New England vessels should be admitted 
without horses, or the salted heads as satisfactory proof of 
loss during the voyage. What was the number of these 
vessels arriving annually in Essequebo is not recorded, but 
that it was considerable, may be easily believed. In 1750 
there arrived in Surinam, vessels bringing 409 of these 
animals, besides 14 mules, these being all that remained of 
638 horseg shipped, 229 having died on the voyage. Every 
venel was bound to bring six, without which, or their 
heads, she was not allowed to enter. Their cargoes con- 
sisted of, besides the live animals, salt meat, fish and flour, 
and in return they were allowed to take away wood, rum 
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and molasses, tbe Captains being obliged to affirm on oath 
before clearing, that they had no sugar on board. How- 
ever, although this was the law in Essequebo as well as in 
Surinam, it could not be properly enforced in either colony. 
There was very little money in Essequebo and Demerara, 
and as may be supposed, the masters of the light New Eng- 
land schooners were not too scrupulous to slip past the 
Port in Essequebo, or the Brandwaght in Demerara, during 
the night, and load a few hogsheads of sugar. It will be 
interesting to note in this connection, that in January 1754, 
the snow Susanna of Halifax, arrived in Surinam, with 10 
camels^ 10 oxen, 1 mule, and 32 horses. Where the 
camels were brought from, or what was done with them, 
does not appear ; probably the ^* Bluenose" Captain had 
bought them in one of the Islands as a speculation. These 
animals were in use at Barbados in the time of Ligon, to bring 
sugar from the plantations to town, but they could hardly 
be of much use in a land where only water carriage was 
possible. In April 1 755, the Council of Policy in Esse- 
quebo resolved, that as the English mules and horses did 
not thrive, and were very sickly and weak, a boat-load of 
provisions should be sent to the Orinoco, to exchange for 
Creole mules, to see if they would do better. 

On the 7th of January 1754, the matter of the continual 
desertion of slaves to the Orinoco was considered, and as 
it was thought by the planters to be very serious, the 
Burgher Captains had petitioned the Council of Justice to 
establish a post on one of the banks of the Maroco. One 
of the Councillors, E. Pypersbueg, was deputed to examine 
the proposed site and report, which he did at the meeting 
in April following. He had gone to the place with the 
Burgher Captains, and thought it fairly suitable, but incon- 
venient in some respects. On consideration the Council 
decided, that as the expenses of the colony were already 
very high, nothing could be done at present. 
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Great fears were entertained of an invasion from Spanish 
Guiana, in the latter half of the same year, and an extra- 
ordinary meeting of the Council of Justice was called on 
September the 10th, to consider the matter. The Directeur- 
General informed the members of his having heard the 
sad news that the Spaniards intended to invade and pillage 
the colony, and recommended that they should take such 
measures as would serve, by the Grace of God, to pro- 
tect the rivers under these critical circumstances, and to 
disappoint such wicked schemes. After deliberation it 
was resolved : — 

1. That Jait Fieteb Thomait be sent to Spanish Gnianay as an express 
messenger to the Governor, with a despatch from the flonoarable the 
Bireotenr-General, to inform him that these rnmours are known here, and 
to ask the occasion and reason for such preparations for war in a time of 
peace. 

2. That an armed boat be stationed at Maroco to keep guard, and obsenre 
all the moyements in the direction of the Orinoco, with instructions that on 
the first sign, or well-founded suspicion, of the approach of an enemy, the 
boatmen should at once come and inform the Directeur-General. 

3. That, by the messenger, a safe conduct be sent to a person named 
Metbb, who has lived in Surinam, but at present is with the Indians in 
fiarima, so that he may come here, and perhaps be of some use. 

4. To formulate the diiferent Burgher Militia regulations, and to publish 
them, with such further amplifications and amendments as may be found 
necessary, so that a third of the force may assemble at the Fort, under their 
Officers, as soon as the signals of danger are given. 

5. That the English vessels, which are in the river, shall come and lie 
under the guns of the Port at the first alarm, and their sailors, in case of 
need, be pressed, under promise of payment, to serve the colony. 

6. To order the Burgher Captains to make up their Companies and to keep 
a muster roll of their men, in order to make a proper division. 

7. That a light canoe be furnished, manned with Indians and two or three 
Creoles, under the command of one or two persons, who will be paid — say 
either Adbiaan Chbibxiaksbh, Hbudbik Sohbb, or some other, — and armed 
with a SfWivel gun, to cruise off Capoey and fire signab of distress at the 
least sign of the enemy, and then hasten at once to Zeelandia and report. 

These rumours were to the effect, that the Spaniards 
had mustered a little army of five hundred men up the 
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Orinoco, for the purpose of attacking both Essequebo and 
Berbice. Gbavesandb wrote to the Directors on the 12th 
of October, and Secretary Spooks, the previous day, both 
reporting that Essequebo was in the greatest state of con- 
stemation. Ptpbesbbeg had gone to Spanish G-uiana, whero 
he had found a Colonel, in charge of a regiment of infantry, 
a Captain of a man-of-war, three engineers, and a few other 
gentlemen. On his telling them of the rumoured invasion, 
the Colonel asked him '* who had been nutlri Tig up g^eh 
lying stories," and assured him that they had never had 
the slightest intention of attacking Essequebo, but on the 
contrary, they were going to the Bio Negro, to fix the 
boundaries between the territories of Spain and FortugaL 
This answer only partially satisfied the Directeur-Gbneral, 
who was suspicious that it had been simply given to cloak 
their designs. He had meanwhile sent to Barbados for 
1,500 lbs of gunpowder, 100 cutdasses, and 100 cartridge 
pouches. The Directors reported the matter to the States 
General, staling that they thought Gbavbsakdb had been 
justified in taking precautious, and putting the colony in a 
state of defense. They also sent a vessel to Essequebo 
with some trusty soldiers, 3,000 lbs of gunpowder, and a 
large supply of ammunition. It was afterwards found that 
the Spanish expedition was really for the purpose stated, 
namely, to meet the Portugueze Commissioners on the Bio 
JN^egro, and settle the limits of the respective territories, so 
that Essequebo was frightened about nothing. 

The Indian trade was now in the hands of a number of 
private persons, who went about the upper Kssequebo and 
negotiated on their own accounts. As waa before men- 
tioned, these people were very unscrupulous and often got 
into difficulties. At the April meeting of the Council of 
Justice in 1/55, Jban Fiebab Matllabd was charged with 
causing the death of one or two Accaway Indians. The 
negro Andbibs gave evidence that Maillabd had put his 
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pistol to the breast of an Indian, who was indebted to him, 
and called out ^' You can and you shall pay me ; they al^e 
Accaways, kill them/' On this Maillaed's people killed an 
Accaway and an Arrawack. Maillabd admitted that the two 
Indians had been killed, but denied taking any part in the 
matter, directly or indirectly. After consideration it was 
decided, that, as such disturbances would be very prejudi- 
cial to the colony, the trade in the upper Essequebo by pri- 
vate persons, should be discontinued. A publication was 
accordingly issued on the 3rd of October 1757, ordering 
the inhabitants not to trade there in future. Whether there 
were then any of the Company's trading posts in that direc- 
tion, does not appear, but as no mention is made of such, it 
may be presumed that Abikda had been abandoned.* In 
1758 the Spaniards made an attack on the Guyuni post, 
which occasioned Gteavbsande to write a letter to the 
Governor of Spanish Guiana protesting against the action, 
but without any good result. All trading with Spanish 
colonies being illegal, the post-holders in that direction were 
to a certain extent outside the law, and could obtain no re- 
dress. Notwithstanding a few disputes, the trade with 
Spanish Guiana was carried on to a considerable extent, 
principally by taking goods there to exchange for mules 
and horses. 

In 1755, the Directors complained of the increase of 
oflBoial expenses, without a corresponding expansion of 
trade. Although so many new concessions had been 
granted, the ameunt of produce shipped was infinitesimally 
small, and, as the Company's estates hardly paid their ex- 
penses, there was almost nothing gained from the Indiwi 
trade, the Company's profits being reduced to those on their 
vessels, and the two and a half per cent import tax, which 
they were entitled to levy on produce. No vessels had 

• The po«to were by no means fixed for any lengthened period, being often abandoned or re. 
mored to mora sniiable localities, aooording to the eadgenoies of the Indian trade. 
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arrired from Zeeland this year, and in 1756, only three, 
which carried away 1,218^ hhds sugar, 8 brls coffee and 
3 bales cotton. As there were something over 150 planta- 
tions in both rivers, it will be seen that the Directors were 
not unreasonable in expressing their dissatisfaction. It is 
certain that Gravesakds knew of produce illegally shipped, 
but what could he do ? The planters must get their sup- 
plies from somewhere, and pay for them in something or 
other ; besides, it was cheaper to make a trip to Barbados 
in a sloop loaded with sugar, and bring back slaves and 
other necessaries, than to wait until the Directors pleased 
to send their own vessels. By this time some of the plan- 
ters had succeeded in obtaining advances from a Bank in 
Amsterdam, and it may be presumed that the money len- 
ders looked sharp after the produce, and succeeded in get- 
ting it into Holland, without the knowledge or consent of 
the Chamber of Zeeland. Owing to the dispute with the 
Ten, this would be only considered as enforcing their rights; 
we may therefore safely conclude that the ofiBcial returns 
show nothing like the amount of produce actually shipped. 
As early as 1752, the concessions in Demerara had 
reached as far down as Garden of Eden, and the year fol- 
lowing, to Diamond, while in 1759, the plantations on 
which Georgetown is built were granted. The principal 
grantee in this neighbourhood was Jacques Salignao, who 
received 5000 acres below the Brandwagt on the 1st of 
April 1759, and on the 1st of July following another 500 
acres. This would include Vlisaengen^ La Bourgade and Eve 
Lea/ry, which last is probably No. 1 on BEBCHEfCK's chart, 
where it is stated to belong to Thomas Adams. Salignao 
seems to have been able to influence the Council of Policy 
to ignore the regulations entirely, for we find that in 1761, 
he was granted the plantation of John Hetlioee, (now 
Buimveld) which had been declared forfeited from non- 
compliance with the conditions. After he had obtained 



PROGRESS. 147 

these extraordinary concessions, the Council passed a resolu- 
tion on July 5, 1761, that in future no one should be allowed 
to dispose of his land until it had been five y^brs in his 
possession. La Penitence was a half of John Hetligeb's 
grant, which he sold, almost immediately after receiving 
it, to J. F. DB Saffon, while Jerish Hope (Werk-en^Brnt) 
was granted to B. B. Dalt at the same time as the greater 
concession to Salignao. CobneIjIS Leabt appears to have 
bought the great concession from Salignao, as we find him 

in possession of it at a later date. 

tiAUBBNS Lodewyok VAN Bbbohbyok published his chart 

of the Demerara Biver in 1759. He was then Captain 
Commandant of the troops, a Councillor of Policy, and the 
son-in-law of the Directeur General. The Directors were so 
pleased with the chart, that they presented him with a cask 
of red wine and a slave. His land surveying was not done 
officially, and therefore the work was a private one, being 
published on his own account. The title is, *' Chart of the 
Biver Demerary, formerly Lnmenary, situated on the North 
Coast of South America, in North Latitude 6 degrees 40 
minutes," and it was dedicated to a long string of Honour- 
able Gentlemen shareholders of the West India Company of 
the Chamber of Zeeland, and the Advocate of the Company. 
A hundred and eighteen plantations in the river and creeks, 
were enumerated, with their names, and those of their 
owners, and by signs and colours, whether they were sugar 
or coffee estates, and also if they had wind, water or saw 
mills. Two plantations belongbg to Demerara were situAr 
ted on the West Coast, one of them being apparently liet^ 
er^Meerzorg, while those belonging to Essequebo extended 
to the Boeraserie. Demerara was the more important of 
the two rivers, of which the official returns of produce were,; 
in 1757, 1594 hhds., and in 1758 only 859^ hhds. of sugar, 
shipped in three and two vessels respectively. What a great 
colony (on paper) 1 

u 2 
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As a specimen of the Proceedings of the Council of Policy 
the following abridged Minutes of the meetingi held October 
5th 1755, will be interesting :^ 

The Managert Fikebb Lvbib, was appointed a Gounoillor of Policy in place 
of the late Adbiav HnnrBB, and took the oath and his seat in the Council. 

*'The Directeor-Oeneral, by order of their Honoarables the Directors, 
handed to the Managers of the Company's plantations, the Begolations just 
received by the ship Jonge Ahraham. 

" According to the Reports of the respectiye Managers there had died since 
the last meeting: — On Duyntvibwrg^ one Indian woman and a mole, on 
Agtekerhe^ an able-bodied man and a macroen woman and child, on Fdgrini^ 
one fall-grown man and two macroen women. 

** The land granted at the last meeting to G. J. yait dbb HEiDEir, in the 
Creek Hawereroeny, in Demerary, reaches to the land of O. Bbovwhbs. 
Jaoob Fbbdbbix Mvshhk of Upper Essequebo, petitioned for 600 roods of 
land, boanded by the property of MASsuoLLiAirs, or from the fall Dritatte ; 
this was granted, the petitioner to specify the exact spot. 

" In respect to the difference between J. S. Isxbb and Isaac Kon, about 
their land in Demerary, for which Hbeb DTxicAir was anthorised by the first 
party, with oar permission, to see it measured ; the said place, by request of 
DmcAv, was granted to Dajtibl Hewabd." 

The people of Demerara now began to feel the need of a 
Predicant, and petitioned the Directors in 1757, for a suit- 
able person to reside in that river, as the Church on Fort 
Island was too far, and Pbedigant GfiEVENBBOEE, who was 
getting old and infirm, could not come to visit them. In reply, 
the Directors told Gbavesandb that the matter would receive 
their consideration as soon as circumstances permitted, but 
at that time the uncertainty of their position in the dispute 
with the Ten, prevented freedom of action. In 1761 Obb- 
VBVBBOEK retired on a pension, and was succeeded by Dr. 
IsAAX LiNGius, who visitod Demerara twice a year, to per- 
form Service and administer the Sacrament. There being 
no Church, he officiated at the house of the Commandeur, 
or in the Secretary's Office on Borsselen Island. 

The rules as to passports were strictly enforced at this 
time, no foreigners being allowed to remain more than one 
night without reporting themselves. 
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On aooount of some desertions of soldiers from Berbice, 
in 1757, it was mutually agreed the following year, between 
the authorities of both colonies, that no one should be 
allowed to go from either colony to the other without a 
pass. 

Taverns seem to have been still in existence, aa in 1756, 
the Council of Justice forbade the sale of less than twelve 
bottles of spirits, wine or beer, outside a tavern. Every 
person who cursed or used a profane expression in a 
tavern, was bound to put for each, four schellings, into 
a closed box, to be kept by the tavern keeper, and, if he 
refused, he was to be reported to the Directeur-General. 
In 1757 Jagqubs Saliqnao was fined 25 guilders, for allow- 
ing rum to be sold and cards to be played at his house on 
Thanksgiving Day. On all Holy Days, every one was pro- 
hibited from giving rum or strong drink to his slaves, and 
the rules were very strict as to keeping order at such 
times. 

The Directeur-General was very particular in regard to 
any discussion or criticism of his actions or those of the 
Councils. In 1756, two Barbadians, SAmiBL Odell and A. 
BoAGH, were banished, for writing a threatening letter to 
the Conunandeur of Demerara. The following year a Pub- 
lication was made, cautioning persons as to speaking 
against the Councils. In 1761, J. F. de Saffon charged 
Mr. BiBMiKGHAM and two others, with saying that they 
knew him in Europe as a private soldier, which he thought 
an insult touching his honour, and wanted reparation. 
Such private quarrelS) were generally settled by reprimands 
and cautions, but where the matter was one affecting the 
Government, the pimishment was very heavy. 

In 1760, it was decided that all persons commencing 
estates must pay poor money, and give an account of all 
their unlawful children, so that they might be assessed the 
fine. They must also have white men on their plantations, 
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and register their marks of shipment. The taxes were 
paid in produce, sugar being taken at the rate of one stiver 
per lb., rum 14 stivers, and molasses 7 stivers per 
gallon. 

Atrocious crimes now became so prevalent, that strong 
efforts were made to put a stop to them. Hence arose that 
horrible cruelty with which the Dutch were afterwards 
charged. Hanging was, they thought, too good for such 
wretches, and so they tried to make examples of the more 
flagrant cases. In 1759, the negro Foetutn was convicted 
of killing one, and wounding five persons, and sentenced 
to be broken on the wheel from the feet upwards, aftw 
which his head was to be cut off and stuck on a pole. In 
1754, a mulatto woman named Lou was sentenced to have 
both ears cut off, for plotting with other slaves to run 
away, while another deserter, who had only one leg, was 
in 1757, sentenced to be deprived of the other, to effectually 
prevent his running away in future. 

White men were sometimes charged with causing the 
death of slaves. In 1 753, Chbistoffel Bee, the foreman 
of Agtekerke, was banished for killing a woman, and in 
1757, A. Chbistiansen was fined 500 guilders for a similar 
offence. The case of Surgeon Davidson is one of the most 
interesting, from the light it throws on the manners and 
customs of the time. 

He was one of the Company's surgeons, having the 
medical charge of Fin. Duynenhufg^ and was charged on 
the 9th of November, 1762, with so brutally wounding a 
little negro boy, that he died almost immediately afterwards. 
The woman Combe gave evidence, that she had taken some 
cakes to sell on the plantation, and as the Surgeon had no 
money, she agreed to exchange them for a piece of meat. 
Davidson ordered his slave boy to out the meat, but, on 
noticing that it was much larger than he thought necessary 
he became very angry, and snatching the knife stabbed 
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the boy in the breast, bo that tbe poor fellow died tbe 
same day. 

On consideration, tbe Council tbougbt tbe crime so fla- 
grant, tbat tbey sentenced bim to pay 300 guilders, tbe 
value of tbe boy, as well as a fine of 500 guilders, and to 
be degraded from bis office and sent to tbe Demerara 
Brandwagt as a private soldier until tbese amounts were 
paid, and furtber tbat a slave, bougbt by bim from tbe last 
vessel, (but not yet paid for) be sold by tbe Vendue Master, 
on account of tbat officer's claim on tbe negro. 

Divorce cases were not wanting, and in 1755, tbere was 
one for breacb of promise of marriage. Fbans van deb Loth 
wanted to marry Wilhelmina Bebto, but Mabia Baeeeb 
entered opposition, on tbe ground tbat be was already 
engaged to her. Tbe Council ordered bim to pay tbe in- 
jured lady a sum of money before tbe Secretary would be 
allowed to Ondertrow bim. 

Jonathan Gbavbsandb, tbe Commandeur of Demerara, died 
in 1761, and was succeeded by Laubbns Lodbwtk van Beb- 
CHETGE, wbo seems to bave pleased tbe Directors a great 
deal better tban tbe private planters. 

Tbe Englisb were by no means satisfied witb tbe state of 
affairs in Demerara. Gbavbsandb, tbey tbougbt, was well 
disposed towards tbe river, as was naturally to be expected, 
but tbe otber Councillors were very jealous wben tbey saw 
tbat Essequebo was being gradually distanced by its youDger 
off-sboot. As for the Commandeur, be was almost despised. 
Tbey could not respect a man wbo worked for a smaller 
salary tban one of tbeir overseers, wbile some of tbem were 
not backward in sbowing tbeir disrespect, notwithstanding 
tbe penalties attacbed to tbe offense. To any one wbo 
is acquainted witb tbe independent character of the Bar- 
badian, it is easily conceivable wbat tbe natives of tbe 
little island tbougbt of tbe slow and plodding Dutch 
planter and tbe Company's servants. 
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Notwithstanding the many hindrances, as well as the 
continual smuggling, however, the official returns of the 
exports show a gradual increase. In 1762, ten vessels 
arrived, and took away 2988|^ hhds. sugar, 43 brls. and 
238 bags coffee, and 10 bales cotton. 
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BERBICE AS A COLONY, 1735—1759. 



The Association declares a dividend — ^Nnmber of Plantations — Fort 
Nassau— -Ifew Amsterdam — The (Governor's table — ^Waterham's report 
on the Colony ^-Predicant Franendorff and the Ghnrch — Contemporary 
account of the Colony— Clearing a Plantation — Distribution of the 
estates — Indian trade — Fort wanted at the month of the river — Water- * 
ham discharged and succeeded by Lossner — Governor not to own an 
estate — ^Fort St. Andries erected— Lutheran Church — Quarrels and law- 
suits— Lossner dismissed and succeeded by Colier—The new Governor's 
recommendations — Moravian Brethren — Officials and Manageresses- 
Council of Justice — Jews refused permission to settle — Colier succeeded 
by Byswick — ^Biots and mutinies — The slave system — Land Regulations 
Taxes — The epidemic — Death of Governor Byswick. 



TWO years after the arrival of Gk)yernor Watieham, in 
August 1735, as a result of his energy and perse- 
yerancOi the Berbice Association was, for the first 
time in ten years, able to declare a dividend of four per 
cent., and afterwards to pay three per cent, in each of the 
three following years. These profits were very little, but 
they appear to represent all the interest that the share- 
holders ever obtained from Berbice. 

The Colony plantations were at this time twelve, nine 
being sugar, and the other three, coffee, cacao and cotton 
estates, all of them being supplied with provision grounds. 
Each of these was under the direction of a master planter, 
who was appointed by the Governor or the Association. 
From these Managers and the private planters, the 
Burgher Officers were chosen, whose duties were similar 
to those of the same officers in Essequebo. To regulate 
the colonial plantations a General Superintendent was 

X 
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appointed, who, next to the Governor, held the most im- 
portant office in the colony, and took the second place in 
the Council of Government. His duties were similar to 
those of an estate's attorney at the present time. 

The private plantations numbered ninety-three in the 
Berbice river, and twenty in the Canje. Very few of these 
were of much importance, most of them having been 
lately established. The number of negro slaves being few, 
Indians were more generally utilised, but the private estates 
were far behind those of the Association. 

Fort Nassau was built of wood, surrounded by palissades, 
and armed with small cannon. Inside were barracks for 
sixty soldiers, but there were rarely so many in the 
colony, and half of these generally occupied the Brand- 
wagt and outposts. The principal building in the fort 
consisted of two floors, on the upper of which lived the 
Governor, Captain of the troops, the Secretary and two 
Lieutenants. On the first floor was a Councdl Chamber 
and Church hall. Within the palissades were also some 
outbuildings for servants and petty officials. 

In the neighbourhood of the fort, and beyond it, a small 
village grew up very slowly, which was called New Amster- 
dam. It never became of much importance, but consisted 
of twenty to thirty huts, and about four larger houses, in 
which lived some of the white servants and mechanics, who 
could not be accommodated within the palissades. A little 
later, an inn was built, to provide lodgings for the new 
settlers, who became too many for the Governor's table^ 
and found some difficulty in getting accommodation at pri- 
vate houses. It was called The Land's Welfare," ('s Lands 
Welvaren) and was conducted by a lessee of the Governor. 
It afterwards became a place of resort for the exchange of 
news and gossip, where the new arrivals were met and 
welcomed by their friends, and where the latest news from 
the fatherland was discussed. It was in fact a Colonial 
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Goffee House, of the type so common in tlie great cities of 
Etirope at that time. 

As in Essequebo, most of the ofi&cials receiyed but small 
salaries in addition to their rations, while the Governor 
kept up his open table at the cost of the Association. This 
arrangement did not work very well in Berbice, the Gov- 
ernors generally being inclined to economise, probably 
under strict orders from the Directors. There being no 
shops other than the Colony Store, the little European 
commimity was, as it were, isolated in the same manner 
as if in a ship at sea, and not being under very strict dis- 
cipline, plenty of little jealousies existed. 

Watbbham forwarded a report on Fort Nassau soon after 
his arrival, in which he declared it wanted rental, and 
showed the necessity for another fortification near the 
mouth of the river. An engineer, Jan Daniel Knapp, who 
went to Berbice for the purpose of inspecting its defences, 
proposed Crab Island as the most suitable spot for the new 
fort, but the Directors thought it would be too expensive. 
The free planters were not satisfied, being afraid of another 
attack by French privateers, and in consequence they 
petitioned the Directors to provide proper defences, for 
which they offered to contribute a portion of the cost. 
Many ol iJiem, being Amsterdam merchants, could afibrd 
this, but the Association, from want of means, was unable 
to do anything. 

On the 21st February, 1735, the Association resolved 
to impose a tax of 25 g^ders per annum on each planter, 
to provide a Church fund, and in consequence, Johannbs 
Ohbistian Feaubndorff was appointed Predicant of Berbice, 
on the 7th of June following. His salary was 900 guilders 
per annum, with a half cask of wine, an anker of brandy, 
and free board and lodging for himself, vnf e, daughter and 
maid servant. A choir-leader was also appointed at his 
recommendation, who was to act as sexton and schoolmaster 

X 2 
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as well, on a salary of 300 guilders. A Ghuroh had been 
built at the mouth of the Wieronie Creek about twenty 
years bef orei but there had been great irregularity in the 
services, on account of the difficulty in getting Predicants 
at the small salaries hitherto o£fered. 

The new Minister sailed for Berbice in July. He did not 
agree very well with the other officials, they complaining 
that he was intolerant, greedy and quarrelsome. At first 
he boarded with the Governor, but on account of his con- 
tinual fault-finding, a house was provided near the Wieronie 
Church, where he went to reside, the Directors allowing 
him 800 guilders per annum in lieu of rations. He kept 
a private journal, from which he now and then extracted 
tit-bits of scandal, for the benefit of the Directors, who 
however would not listen to his stories, but repeatedly 
rebuked him for his fault-finding and want of Christian 
charity. 

As in Essequebo, the established religion was the Be- 
formed Church. Fbausndobff, by turns, preached at Fort 
Nassau and the Wieronie Church, and at rare intervals 
visited the Canje and distant plantations, to teach and 
baptise. Nothing whatever was done for the religious 
edification of the slaves, as the Directors, as well as the 
planters in general, thought it best to keep them ignorant* 
Both religion and morals were of a very low standard, but 
the churches were well attended, and the contributions 
came in without much difficulty. The Councils were always 
opened with prayers, thanksgiving services took place at 
regular intervals, and altogether there was a great show of 
piety, but like that of Europe generally at this period, only 
on the outside. There were a few Roman Catholics here as 
in Essequebo, but they were not allowed to belong to either 
Council, and were even objected to as common soldiers. 
The authorities feared, that in case of invasion by either 
France or Spain, the Catholics might refuse to fight against 
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those of their own religion. Even protestants, who did not 
belong to the Reformed Church, were objected to, while 
Jews could only settle by special permission of the Direc- 
tors. 

From a pamphlet * published at this time, nominally on 
Grab Island, to conceal its printer, some curious particu- 
lars may be gleaned concerning the voyage to Berbice and 
the preliminary work of a settler. It purports to be a 
letter, written by one of the emigrants soon after his arrival, 
and describes the appearance of the colony to a new- 
comer. 

The letter opens with an account of the voyage and its 
privations, the passengers being almost starved, which, when 
it is taken into account that the Captain only received 
thirty guilders for passage and board, (about 20 cents a 
day) was not very wonderful. Arrived in the Berbice, he 
passes Crab Island, on which he says an engineer, who had 
come in the same vessel, intended to build a fort, which 
when properly manned and armed, he expected would 
be of great benefit to the colony. He then proceeds as 
follows : — 

" The gnard-honse, (Brandwagt) is to be passed first, where is to be 
reported immediately what ship it is, and the vessel mnst lie there antil 
permission is reoeived from the Goyernor, after which the ship proceeds to 
Fort Kassaa and enters, and the passengers are landed, who immediately 
hand over their papers to the Governor and Goancillors. The latter then 
read over to the passengers the rules they are to observe, and at the same 
time administer the Oath of Allegiance to them, after which they go from 
the Council Hall to the wooden gallery, of what is really the Castle, to 
stretch their legs. A pipe of tobacco and some piwarree is offered you un- 
til dinner is ready, when you are honoured by dining with the Governor 
(who is a very friendly man) and his wife, together with the Gentlemen 
Councillors and other colonists present, when one is pretty weU treated. 
The visitors are then thanked for their agreeable company, and are told to 
kindly see where they can be accommodated as there is no house-room here 

*A Tojac0 to Berbice in 1736, Tnoslated and priyatelj printed for^lf. Dambll Djltis la 
DemenvA. 
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(wfaioh ii really true), there being neither place, room, or taVern, where the 
paoiopgere can remain for awhile, a thing very necessary at the fort. In 
the agreement, one is said to be allowed free lodging for three or four weeks, 
bat that is antrae, so that one is compelled to go to one or another of the 
Gompany's or independent planters, to find accommodation for himself and 
goods, until his land has been allotted, and he has received his slaves — by 
whioh system not a little time is lost, especially as the slaves on hand are 
sick and unfit." 

The writer then proceeds to say that he received his con- 
cession, which was situated at a distance from his first lodg- 
ing, and found the land rich and good, after which he des- 
cribes the work before him : — 

*' Jost imagine thst you see before you a tract of land covered with treest 
which are cut down by negroes : .dose to them stands their officer, who en- 
courages, and at the same time, instructs them how they must work. On, 
one side is the under-planter, (overseer) who is busy having the land ploughed, 
and afterwards planted up, to whose assistance the manager comes three or 
four times a day, inspecting everything, and giving orders wherever neces- 
sary. Then my gentleman goes home and calls his slaves with horn and 
bell to breakfast. Officer and assistant follow, who then find coffee and 
breakfast ready, and after that return to their work, taking half an hour's 
rest in the morning and one hour during the afcernoon. In the meantime 
the haaB must look after the kitchen and take care that the food is not 
burnt, and that the plates are properly cleaned, otherwise he runs a chance 
of being dismissed." 

He concludes by telling his correspondent, that he wanted 
a woman who could sew, to act as housekeeper, also a 
surgeon and a carpenter. The colony began to be what he 
called peopled, a vessel having lately arrived with twenty- 
two passengers, which increased the number to sixty plan- 
ters. A good doctor, apothecary and surgeon, were wanted, 
but they must not imagine that houses and other conveni- 
ences existed already. They would have to live in a wilder- 
ness, and build wooden castles covered with leaves, which 
would hardly suit a Dutchman used to luxury. A great 
many Frenchmen had arrived lately, who did not get on 
very well with the Indians. 

The engineer, Jan Daniel Knapp, who surveyed Crab 
Island to find out its suitability for a fort, recom- 



BERBICE AS A COLONY. 159 

mended a position on the east shore a little below the 
island as an alternative. He published a map»* shewing the 
plantations, their names, and the names of their owners, 
embellished with the arms of the Directors. The nearest 
plantation to the mouth of the river was Mesopotamia^ tbere 
being nothing below this- except the Brandwagt. From 
the first plantation, upward to the last, a small place called 
Magdalena, a little beyond Savonetta, there were ninety- 
three estates, besides those of the Association, in addition 
to which there were twenty in the upper Canje. About a 
fourth of these belonged to Frenchmen, or persons of 
French extraction. It does not appear that the Governor 
possessed any land, but there was one plantation belonging 
to Hendbie Watebhah, perhaps a brother or other relation. 
There was a path across the savannah leading to the jOanje, 
where the post still existed, and several other paths which 
were used as short cuts from the back of one plantation to 
another. 

Besides the post in the Canje, there were two others in 
the Wieronie and upper Berbice, the latter going under the 
name of the Accaway post. Here the Indian trade was car- 
ried on as in Essequebo. The authorities were rather parti- 
cular as to selling fire-arms to the Indians, but as there was 
little demand for these, the matter was of small importance. 
The bows and blow-pipes of the natives were almost equal 
to the clumsy muskets, with which they had not yet become 
expert. The Governor was continually charged to do his 
utmost to keep on friendly terms with the Indians, and not 
to allow them to be badly treated by the planters, or to per- 
mit any interference in their quarrels. The regulations as 
to Indians of the Berbice river not being slaves, and their 
not being taken away from the colony, were very stringent, 



* VaaukearlRe Platte Grand van doD Staat en den hoop van Bio de Berbloe— door den Ingenieur 
Jan Danl, Xnapp. 
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onlj those brought from the far interior being allowed to 
be sold. The system of giving them presents was com- 
menoed about this time, but it had not yet attained to much 
importance, these gifts consisting of rewards for catching 
runaway slaves, and now and then a silver necklace to one 
of the Chiefs, for special services. 

In the course of the next five years, the inhabitants of 
Berbice were cootinually demanding that a Fort should be 
erected near the mouth of the river, in accordance with the 
fourth Article of the Charter. The free planters offered to 
pay two-thirds of the cost, if the Association would contri- 
bute the remainder, but although this was agreed to nothing 
was done. The profits were so small that the Directors 
told the Governor they were not satisfied, and he must try 
his very utmost to get better returns from the plantations. 
At last they became so dissatisfied, that in 1740, they dis- 
charged Watebham, on the plea that he was wanting in 
energy, and too free with his subordinates, which latter 
caused a lot of petty jealousies. 

The new Qovemor, Andbibs Lossneb, who was appointed 
on the 6th of April 1740, had been General Superintendent 
of the Colony plantations, and given great satisfaction 
while holding that oflBlce. His salary was fixed at 1500 
guilders per annum, with five per cent, on the sales of coffee 
and cacao, two per cent, on store goods, five guilders on 
each slave and three on each horse imported, together with 
free rations and wine. His Instructions were similar to 
those of Watebham, and in addition he was forbidden to 
possess an estate or have a share in one. This prohibition, 
the Directors told him in December following, they thought 
it right to enforce, to prevent damaging their own interests. 
As in Essequebo, this matter caused a great deal of trou- 
ble ; the Directors might give their orders, but it was very 
easy for a Governor to be interested in an estate without 
his name appearing as one of the owners. It was not until 
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1758 that the obnoxious rule was abolished, and the Gover- 
nor, Secretary, Vendue Master and Land Surveyor, were al- 
lowed to posses^ estates. The wife of Lossneb was a daughter 
of Gonunandeur Gelseebee of Essequebo, and friendly rela- 
tions were kept up between the two colonies. During his 
government the fort near the mouth of the river was at 
last erected and named St. Andries, but on account of the 
want of money, it was utterly useless as a protection to the 
colony. 

In 1744, a number of Lutherans living in Berbice, peti- 
tioned the Directors for permission to build a Church and 
procure a Predicant at their own expense. The Directors 
hesitated in allowing this, as they did not see the necessity 
for another Church, especially when the points of difiference 
between the two sects were so small. As however they 
could not well refuse, as long as it cost them nothing, they 
at last consented, on condition that a modest, truthful and 
peaceable Minister be chosen. A Church and Parsonage 
were then built at New Amsterdam, near Fort Nassau, and 
a Predicant named J. H. Fabeenius arrived in 1752. 

On account of the number of disputes among the inhabi- 
tants, the Directors, in 1748, appointed Justices of the 
Peace (Vrederechters) to adjudicate on matters where the 
amount in dispute was below a hundred guilders. La accord- 
ance with the Charter, civil justice was then administered 
by the Council of Justice, and criminal, by the Council of 
Government. Both of these courts consisted of planters and 
officials, without any legal advisers, and consequently their 
decisions were often disputed, and appeals made to the 
DirQctorSj who sometimes told the Councils that their deci- 
sions were against the simplest rules of law and justice. 
The time of the Councils was wasted so much by the num- 
ber of quarrels and fights, that the Qovemor was directed 
to prevent protracted suits by arbitrary decisions. At this 
timie the Governor acted as Fiscal or public prosecutor, as 
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well as President of the Courti which could hardly be con- 
dacive to unbiassed decisions. When it is considered, that 
the population of Berbice was only about two hundred, (ex- 
cluding slaves), it would naturally be supposed, that there 
would be very little work for Courts of Justice, but instead 
of this, we find plenty of both civil and criminal cases. As 
for the slaves, only their most flagrant crimes came before 
the Council, and these were quickly settled. 

Governor Lossneb did not get on much better than his 
predecessor. The fact was the Directors wanted profits, 
and having been unable to declare a dividend since 1738, 
were naturally very dissatisfied. Then, the Governor did 
not agree with his successor in the ofBloe of General Super- 
intendent, Hendbik Blaneenbtjbg, who probably would not 
listen to the advice of one who had already filled that post, 
and thought himself able to superintend the Superinten- 
dent. At last, the dispute became so hot that the Gt)vemor 
discharged Blaneenbubg, and sent him back to the Nether- 
lands, where he succeeded in putting his case before the 
Directors in such a manuer, that they reinstated him, and 
dismissed Lossneb on the 2nd of May 1749. 

He was succeeded by Jan Fbedebik Colieb, who had 
been a Military Officer in Surinam for five years, and who 
was ordered to demand a strict account of the state of 
affairs from Lossneb, and to send him to the Netherlands, 
and, if he should try to abscond, to arrest him. The new 
Governor found the colony in a very poor state, and, hear- 
ing of the development of Essequebo and Demerara, owing 
to the ten years freedom of taxes, he wanted to introduce 
the same system in Berbice. He told the Directors that 
the colony wanted more people, as well as help in the 
shape of a bank or system of credit, by which motiey could 
be procured to open up the plantations. As some of the 
Colony plantations did not pay, he thought it would be 
better to rent them out to private persons. On account of 
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the many legal cases, he recommended that a lawyer should 
be appointed, to act as Captain of the Troops and Fiscal, 
who would have a seat in the Council, but this was thought 
inadmissible on account of the Charter. A *' Code Noir," 
the governor considered, ought also to be introduced, in 
which provision should be made for compensation for slaves 
brought to justice, as the poorer people tried to protect 
their negroes from arrest, for fear of losing their services. 
Fort Nassau was very weak and quite useless as a defence, 
while Fort St. Andries was only fit to take account of in- 
coming vessels. These defences ought to be put in proper 
order, and another fort built at the mouth of the Abary, to 
watch the movements of the Caribs, and trade with the 
Indians generally. The provisions sent out were very bad, 
which tended to produce sickness among the slaves. The 
soldiers had to pay back the expenses of their passage in 
two years, so that they were very poor during that time ; 
the Gt)vemor thought they should be sent out free, and have 
their wages paid in cash, instead of drafts. 

About this time we first find references to the Moravian 
Brethren. In 1735 some missionaries had gone to Surinam, 
and three years later two of them went to Berbice, at the 
request of an Amsterdam merchant, for the purpose of at- 
tending to the religious instruction ot his slaves. They were 
however looked upon with suspicion by the Directors and 
planters, and repeated orders were given to the Governors, 
to keep their eyes upon them, and, at the first sign of an 
attempt to influence the negroes or Indians, in any way 
that might be detrimental to the intereste of the colony, to 
send them back to Europe. The missionaries received no 
salaries, but worked for their own livings at various handi- 
crafte. They petitioned to be exempted from certain taxes, 
and also from taking oaths, but they were refused any 
particular liberties, the Directors stating that only Men- 
nonites could be allowed exemption from oaths. Many of 

Y 2 
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the Brethren came to Berbice at different times, some re< 
maining, but others leaving for the West Indies to teach 
in the different colonies. An Indian Mission was established 
up the Wieronie Creek, where the community numbered 
three hundred in 1757. Little could be done for the slaves 
in Berbice, on account of the opposition of both Govern- 
ment and planters, but these Missionaries were more suc^ 
cessful in Surinam. They always did their best to teach 
the slaves to be *^ subject to the powers that be," and to 
"obey their masters in all things," never giving the slightest 
encouragement to insubordination. The Predicants were 
very jealous of them, encouraging the opposition of the 
planters, and even the Directors feared that their influence 
with the Indians might lessen the good feeling which ex- 
isted between them and the colonists. 

Blankbnbueg, the General Superintendent who had caused 
the dismissal of Lossngb, was reprimanded in 1751 for his 
continual disputes with Abraham Wijs, the Secretary. He 
died in 1758, and his widow retained the office for two 
years, a thing which appears to have been allowed at this 
time, as two widows are mentioned as Manageresses of the 
Colony plantations.* Wijs the Secretary performed the 
duties of Fiscal, but when, in 1755, he was appointed 
Vendue Master, the new Officer, Spbblman received a Com- 
mission as Secretary and Fiscal, the latter being suc- 
ceeded by Habeenboth, an Amsterdam Advocate, in 1760. 
As we shall see later, the last gentleman, although the first 
proper legal practitioner in Berbice, turned out to be of 
little account as a man^ whatever he may have been as a 
lawyer. 

The Council of Justice was bound by oath, to decide in 
accordance with, first, the laws of the Colony, second, the 
laws and customs of the Fatherland, and last the Aoman 

* Aoeordinff to the ObArt of Ottens^ 1740, Widow van WetniiiKen wu then manager of Yiyheid, 
Widow Balk, of Karkey, and Widow van Doom, of TUssengen. i 



BERBICE AS A COLONY. 165 

law. As the Colonial ordinances or placaats were rather 
municipal than civil or judicial, the laws of the Fatherland 
were officially adopted, and no arbitrary decisions to 
the contrary were allowed, nor were the laws of other 
places to be followed. The practice was ordered to be 
shortened as much as possible, simple justice being 
administered, in accordance with the practice of the 
Fatherland, and the laws of the country districts of the 
Province of Holland, but not of the high court, as that 
was too elaborate in its forms. The Councillors were di« 
rected to be very careful in passing sentences, as there 
was no appeal in the colony, while that to their High 
Mightinesses was not convenient, on account of the ex- 
pense, trouble and delay, involved. 

In 1750 and 1752 the Directors received applications from 
certain Jews, to be permitted to settle in Berbice, but these 
were refused. The following year however, Joseph de la 
Pbnja and Abon Jacob dePbado, Jewish merchants of Amster- 
dam, applied on behalf of thirteen Jews with better prospects 
of success. They wanted land between the Brandwagt and 
the mouth of the river, 1000 acres for each, to plant coffee 
and sugar, and to be allowed religious freedom and equal 
privileges with the other colonists, also a piece of land for 
a synagogue and burial ground, as well as a notary who 
understood the Portuguese language. The Directors thought 
at first that such a number of new settlei s would add much 
to the importance of the colony, but when they found that 
the people were almost destitute, having neither slaves nor 
money to buy them, they refused permission. Similar re- 
quests were made in 1759 and 1762, but in each case they 
were refused. Notwithstanding the objections to a Jewish 
colony, there was no prohibition against individual Jews, 
several plantations being owned by them. 

Governor Colibb seems to have got on very well in Ber- 
bice, but on his applying for leave of absence, he was super- 
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seded on the 20th of October 1753, by Hendrik Jan van 
Byswige. Under his goyemment attempts were made, by 
strict regulations, to put down insubordination among the 
soldiers and the general laxity that existed throughout the 
colony. Notwithstanding his efforts, however, things went 
from bad to worse. There were riots and murders among 
the soldiers at Fort Nassau in 1751, 1756 and 1759, and 
slave troubles in 1749 and 1752, all of which were put down 
with a very high hand, and punished by torture and horri- 
ble executions, whether the offenders were black or white. 

The planters of Berbice and Surinam, have often been 
quoted as examples of cruelty to slaves, especially by the 
party agitators for abolition and emancipation. That there 
were cases of what we should now call horrible brutality, 
there is not the slightest doubt, but that they were specially 
cruel to negroes is not borne out by the evidence. As far 
as can be gleaneci , there does not appear to have been any 
distinction in law, although it would be too much to expect 
that a tribunal of planters would be much more just to 
negroes, than a bench of game-preserving Magistrates to 
poachers. There was always a natural tendency to punish- 
ments that did not seriously injure the slave as a working 
animal, and this was his great protection. The authorities 
frequently reprimanded the planters, for not bringing their 
slaves to justice, for even after compensation was allowed 
in cases w^here negroes were executed, the amounts granted 
very rarely represented their full value. 

The system that grew up on the plantations, was the 
result of experience of the powers and capabilities of the 
negro, as well as of the examples before the planters in the 
army and navy, where men were kept in subordination by 
identical measiu*es. There cannot be the slightest doubt 
that the negroes were naturally cruel, as thousands of in- 
stances go to prove, and it may be positively affirmed, that 
the management of a plantation under a good master 



BER^ICE AS A COLONY. 16? 

showed administrative ability of a very high order. Slavery 
was bad as a system, but not anything like so black as it 
was painted. Slave riots were common all over the West 
Indies, and so were mutinies on board ship, both arising 
from similar causes. The soldiers at Fort Nassau aiiid in 
Surinam revolted when put on short allowances, and so did 
the slaves on the plantations, but the difference of the two 
is shown in the horrible atrocities committed by the latter, 
who seemed to lose all semblance of humanity. It is not 
safe however to generalise too far, as there were continual 
examples of fidelity in all the slave revolts, some of these 
standing out in brilliant contrast to the surrounding 
horrors. 

On the 16th of April, 1757, the Regulations for Land 
Qrants were revised by the Directors and then ran as 
follows : — 

Act of Vergunning and attached Regulations for the granting of land in 
Berbioe. 

The Directors of the Chartered Colony of Berbioe^ ewm, anneadif sitoated 
on the great Coast of Gnianai in America, grant and oonoede, and therefore 
anthorise the Governor and Goanoil of that Colony, for and on account of M. 
t o allot such lands as they themselyes, or their agents at the place, 
shall select, and as may be agreed upon by the Gtoyernor and Council, in full 
and free ownership, for planting, to the number of a cres, 

under the following conditions s^* 

That they shaU be bound to pay the price of ten guilders per acre* for the 
free ownership thereof, and yearly, as a contribution to the Church, one 
stiver per aoroi whether cultivated or uncultivated ; and further be bound 
to oonduct themselves in accordance with the Charter of their High Mighti- 
nesses, of the 6th December 1732, as well as with all the Regulations as to 
land grants, published by the Directors, and here annexed. Done at Amster- 
dam t he 

RMULATZOirB. 

1. No person shall be permitted to take possession of any land, either to 
cut wpod or cultivate the ground, unless he first receives permission from 
the Directors, and the Governor and Council are bound to make the grant 

* fly BeKdation 1774. in ten instalments. 
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and recdive the money withia twelve months^ on pain of oonfiacation of 
everythingy and restitution for any limber that may have been out. 

2. Permission having been obtained, the applicant shall, by the first 
opportunity, send it to the colony, and exhibit it at the first meeting of the 
Governor and Council, so that it may be registered, on pain of a fine, or loss 
of the permission. 

3. Registration having been made, the Governor and Council will regulate 
the surveying and paaling off of the land, in presence of the interested par- 
ties, and the survey must be finished within six months by a Sworn Land 
Surveyor, 

4. The survey being finished, the Surveyor shall supply an act of measure- 
ment to the Secretary of the colony that it may be approved by the Qt)ver- 
nor and Council, and the party receiving the grant shall be bound to pay 
two stivers per acre for the survey. 

5. The Surveyor must make three charts, containing specific boundary lines 
and paals, as well as the courses of the rivers ; one of these must be given 
to the receiver of the grant, another to the Secretary, for registration within 
three months, and the third, for approval to the Governor and Council, and 
the receiver will be bound to pay a fee of one stiver per acre for these 
Charts, and if not ready and delivered in time a fine of /25 will be imposed. 

6. The owner shall, as soon as possible, receive a proper transport at his 
own cost, giving all necessary information, which must be deposited with 
the Secretary. 

7. Every person will be allowed to choose his land, as long as this can be 
done without inconvenience to others, but always with the knowledge of the 
Governor and Council, who will consult the Surveyor-General and Land- 
Surveyor, and if any objections are made the matter may be referred to the 
Directors. 

8. No one will be allowed to have a broader facade than is required for 
his work, and never more than 27 JceMngen (148^ roods). 

9. The Land Surveyor must take care that proper paals be placed, to show 
the landmarks and prevent confusion, he must mention them in his act of 
measurement as well as in the chart, and the receiver of the grant shall be 
bound to keep the paals in order and not to remove them, on pain of arbi- 
trary correction, and the Land Surveyor of the colony shall always be at 
liberty to inspect them. 

10. For the better separation of different estates, neighbouring grounds 
shall not be given to the same owner, and should two plantations come to- 
gether, a piece one chain in breadth shall be left between them ; this piece 
of ground to be at the disposal of the Directors, the planters not being 
allowed to cut wood or have slave or provision grounds thereon, or interfere 
with it in any way without consent of the Directors, not even by agreement 
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totwesn the two estates ihaU anything be done thereon, on pain of arbitrary 
oorreotion, or a fine of at least double the yalne of the damage, as it may be 
estimated by the Oovemor. 

11. Land Soiveyors mnst pay attention to the interests of the Directors 
in laying oat the land, so that the estates may be eoonomioally distributed ; 
the divisions mnst be made in such a way, that by the winding of the rirers 
and oraelcs they shall not enoroaoh on each other either backer front. 

12. In esse of creeks or waters flowing through estates, neither the owners 
or other persons shall be permitted to dam or obstrnot them, either directly or 
indirectly ; free fishing shall however be allowed as far as the estate extends, 
but no farther, except by special permission of the Oovernor ; in any case 
fishing must be carried on without obstructing the creeks, on pain of arbi- 
trary correction. 

13. In future, no person^commencing an estate shall ask for or receive 
more than 500 acres, unless he mentions that he is about to grow sugar, 
when 1,000 acres will be granted, but no more, unless the Directors shall, 
for particular reasons, make special provuions. 

14. Immediately after receiving permission, and when the measurement 
is finished, the planter must commence the culiiyation, so that in 18 months 
from the date of the survey there shall be erected thereon a proper dwelling 
house, on pain of losing his concession, and the grant reverting to the Direc- 
tors, the planter will further be required to pay for any wood that may be 
cut, unless in a special case of fire, death, or disaster the Oovernor should 
extend the time. 

15. Owners of sugar estates will be bound to erect and put in working 
order a mill and boiling-house within five years, on pain of confiscation of 
the land and all cultivations that may be on it. 

16. For each 500 acres given out in the lower manicole grounds, the 
planter will be bound to have ten slaves, and for the upper clay land eight 
slaves. 

17. To enforce these regulations the fiscal is ordered to give attention to 
their observance and proceed against all who may act to the contrary. 

The taxes were regulated in 1758 by Governor Ryswiok. 
Hitherto they had consisted of head-money, church-money, 
weigh-money, tonnage duties, and flag money ; these were 
now increased by stamp duties, customs duties on imports, 
licenses for butchers and bakers, and a tax on drink. 
The last was the only one that gave much in the way of 
revenue, wines and spirits being then considered necessary 
to health in hot climates. 

z 
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About this time begau the *' Bickness/' as it was oalled, 
which proved so disastrous to both white and black, and 
probably was the cause of that weakness which was so 
deplorable in the trouble that followed. It is uncertain 
whether it was a fever or djsentry, but it is most probable 
that the slaves suffered from the latter, while the Eoropeans 
were struck down by a malarial fever. The surgeons were 
quite unable to cope with the sickness, so that the slaves 
died in great numbers, and their masters, if they recovered 
were left in a very weak condition. In 1758 and 1759, the 
Predicant, the General Superintendent and his son, and a 
number of lesser officials and soldiers, aJl died of the epide- 
mic, while to add to the trouble, it carried off Governor 
Btswice, on September 21st of the latter year. 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE BERBICE SLAVE INSURRECTION, 1760—1767. 

Appointment of Qovemor Hoogenheim — His efforts to improye the 
colony — Slave revolt on two plantations —Population of the colony — 
Commencement of the great insnrrection — Sessions of the Council — 
Cowardice of the Bnrghers and Ship Captains — Fort Nassau unable to 
stand against an attack — ^Burghers clamorous for permission to leave— 
Massacre at Peereboom — Dishonourable behaviour of the Secretary — 
Besolution to abandon Fort Nassau— The fort abandoned and burnt — 
The inhabitants proceed to Plantation Dageraad— One of the vessels 
abandons Dageraad — ^Besolution to proceed to Fort St. Andries — ^Arrival 
at the fort — ^Difficulties of the positions—Troubles with the Secretary- 
Two captains leaving — ^Troops arrive from Surinam — ^Betum to 
Dageraad — ^Attack of the rebels — Letter from CofEyt the rebel chief — 
Story of the chiefs messenger — Bewards offered to the troops — Bepulse 
of the rebels — Sickness at Dageraad — Indians from Demerara harass 
the negroes — ^Mutiny at the Gorenlyne post — Captain Hattinga's mad 
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Heyliger resigns. 



THERE was some difficulty in procuring auotlier 
Gbyemor for Berbice after the death of Btswiok on 
account of the epidemic, but at last the Directors 
succeeded in engaging Wolfebt Simon van Hoooinhbim, 
who received his commission on the 21st of March 1763. 
He was a man of some energy, and when sorely tried, 
showed himself to be the bravest in the colony. Ho 
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departed for Berbice in September, taking with him E. F. 
Habkenboth, as Fiscal and Secretary, M. Sohook, as Book- 
keeper and General Superintendent, two Lieutenants, 
J. W. Fbonk and G. Thielen, and a few minor officials. 
On his arrival, in November, he found the colony very 
weak and languishing from the sickness, which he dis- 
covered to his cost was no bugbear, as his wife died of it 
almost immediately afterwards. 

HooGENHEiM Commenced to put things in order at once.. 
He tried to cheer the desponding planters, and wrote to 
the Directors, giving his ideas as to how matters might 
be improved. The sickness among the colony slaves, he 
thought, proceeded from bad food, he therefore proposed 
that they should be supplied with rations of beef and pork, 
as was done on some of the private plantations. His sub- 
ordinates were a poor lot ; Land-Surveyor Hattinga was a 
drunkard, Predicant Bambing interfered in government 
business, while Secretary Habkinboth and Orphan-Master 
Wijs, were both careless, negligent and debauched. New 
regulations were also wanted to induce immigration, in- 
cluding ten years freedom from taxes. 

The Directors listened to these recommendations, altered 
the land laws, gave the offending gentlemen severe repri- 
mands, praised the Governor for his care and attention to 
their interests, and to encourage him in his praiseworthy 
conduct, sent him a present of six hundred guilders. The 
open table was now abolished, allowances being made to 
each official, of either rations or increased salaries. As 
may be supposed these changes did not conduce to much 
cordiality between the Governor and his subordinates, which 
accounts for that want of sympathy so conspicuous in the 
troubles that followed. 

A disturbance took place on the 5th of July 1762, at Plan- 
tations Goedland and Ooed Foriuin in the upper Berbicey 
belonging to Laubens Eitnokleb. Thirty-six slaves took ad« 



BERBtCE SLA VE INSURRECTION. 173 

yantage of the absence of their master, who, being a Coun- 
oillor, had gone to Fort Nassau to attend a meeting, to free 
themselves from all restraint. They plundered the house 
of everything they cared for, including some muskets and 
ammunition, and, after setting it on fire, escaped to the 
bush^ then passing the Accaway Post, they frightened away 
the Post-holder, who brought the news to the Governor. 
HooGENHSiM, at once sent some soldiers to the post, and 
later, fitted up the government boat with sand-bags along 
the bulwarks, to cruise up and down the river. The Bur- 
ghers were called out, and the Governor went to the plun- 
dered estates, as well as to Sanxmette^ where he took pre- 
cautions to prevent any trouble on that estate. The runa- 
ways went four hours into the bush, where they cut down 
trees and erected a formidable barricade. Lieutenant 
Theilbn followed them in command of a party of soldiers 
and Militia, but the negroes were so well protected, that 
they succeeded in killing two and wounding five of the 
party. The Burghers were not brave enough to make an 
assault, but were so discomfited that they ran away. A 
few days later however, the negroes were enticed from their 
defences, and most of them killed, while two or three pri- 
soners were taken, one of whom was executed, while the 
others were flogged in the presence of the slaves from the 
neighbourhood. 

In 1762 the population of Berbice numbered, according 
to the official returns, excluding the free Indians, 846 whites, 
244 Indian slaves, and 3,833 negro slaves, making a total 
of 4,428. There were at Fort Nassau and New Amsterdam, 
30 European officers and officials of all grades, and 150 
negro and 10 Indian slaves ; on the Colony plantations, 40 
whites, 1,061 negro and 30 Indian slaves ; on the 84 pri« 
vate estates, 216 European 2,622 negro and 204 Indian 
slaves ; besides these there were 60 soldiers, stationed at 
Fort Nassau^ Fort St. Andries, the Brand wagt, and the posts« 
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As the number of slaves is taken from the official records^ 
these being drawn up from the returns for assessing head 
taxes, it is probably a little under the mark, we may there- 
fore conclude that the population amounted to a few 
hundred more, especially when it is taken into account that 
a few settlers had received the ten years exemption from 
taxes, and therefore would not appear in the register. These 
figures are important in connection with what followed, 
showing as they do, that the slaves outnumbered the whites 
in the proportion of more than eleven to one. Two slave 
vessels arrived before the insurrection, while a few deaths 
among the whites increased the disparity of numbers. The 
force at command to defend the colony, consisted of a 
Colonel, Captain, two Lieutenants, a Gunner, a Surgeon- 
Major and eighteen surgeons, four Sergeants, three Consta- 
bles, and seven post-holders, besides the sixty soldiers, about 
half of whom were on the sick list. Besides these, every 
white man in the colony belonged to the Burgher Militia, 
which consisted of four companies, three in the Berbice 
and one in the Canje. Like the soldiers, many of these 
were either sick, or else weak convalescents, broken down 
in both body and mind. 

The colony of Surinam then included what is now a part 
of Berbice, the boundary being the Devil's Creek, and on 
the west bank of the Corentyne was situated an outpost of 
that colony, somewhere in tiie neighbourhood of what is 
now Orealla. 

The great insurrection of 1763, was probably the most 
disastrous slave revolt that ever occurred in any colony. 
How it was brought about is very doubtftil, but it is certain 
that it originated on one or two estates in the Canje, from 
whence it spread like wildfire through the whole colony. 

It appears from the Governor's letter to the Directors, 
that on the 21st of February 1768, the slaves on two 
plantations in the Canje revolted, murdering two Chris- 
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tians and tliree slaves, and then, to the number of about a 
hundred and fifty, ran away to the Corentyne, from whence 
they made raids, and inoited the slaves of the other planta- 
tions to follow them. 

From an account in a contemporary pamphlet,* it appears 
that, during the riot of the previous year, some of the 
negroes had noticed the smallness of the force that could be 
brought against them, while the inhabitants had also seen 
that the slaves were in a state of unrest, and expected 
something dreadful would happen. No one could give a 
reason for the revolt, but it commenced in the Canje in a 
secret manner, the first rioters killing all who might have 
given warning to the other planters. All the estates in the 
uppOT Canje were plundered and the whites murdered, those 
who defended themselves being chopped in pieces in sight 
of other prisoners. There being no successful opposition, 
all the negroes banded together, to the number of nine hun- 
dred, and marched through the path from the Canje to Fort 
Nassau, coming out at the Huis Dageraat in New Amster- 
dam, before the slightest rumour had reached Berbice. 
Why the Canje post-holder, who appears to have escaped, 
did not send news to the Governor, is unknown, probably 
he was too frightened to move. On the appearance of this 
clamourous troop of fiends, there was a general stampede, 
everyone in the neighbourhood trying to escape to Fort 
Nassau, while those who delayed were barbarously murdered 
by the rebels. The colonists were in a state of fear and 
horror, while the negroes spread from plantation to plan- 
tation, continually increasing their numbers and plundering 
one house after another. Of the whites, some took refuge 
in Fort Nassau, others in the house at Feereboom ; a few 
went down the river to Fort St. Andries, while most of the 
women and children were put on board four vessels which 
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lay in the riyer. It was rumoured that the Lutheran Pre* 
dioant being unable to escape^ had barrioaded his doors 
and tried to reason with them from the windows, but they 
set fire to the house and murdered him as he was ooming 
out. Some of the fugitives took to the savannah, where 
they wandered about helplessly, and were either starved, 
or killed by the rebels when caught. 

No attempt was made to attack the Fort, the negroes 
being engaged in plundering aud burning the plantations, 
so that &om the 27th of February, when the rebels first 
appeared from the Ganje, to the 2nd of March, the Gover- 
nor was busy in making provision for the refugees and 
trying to put the place in order for defence. The Council 
of Government met on the 2nd of March, and, during the 
troubles, was almost continually in session. The Governor 
reported at this meeting, that on Sunday the 27th of 
February, the slaves on Hollcmdia and IMimbwrg had 
revolted, and that Burgher-Captain Lektzbng, on hear- 
ing the news, sent round a circular calling the Militia 
to assemble at Mon B&poa and Bozenburg^ next to 
Hollandia. The Captain and a few Burghers went there, 
but had not the courage to attack, or do anything 
against the rebels, but on the contrary, they ran away 
to Solitude^ abandoning the Plantations to the negroes. 
On the last estate they had found Councillor Abbsnsistts, 
who sent a letter to him, (the Governor) asb'ng for 
help to defend Solitude. He at once ordered Captain Kook, of 
the slave-ship Adriana Petronella, to proceed up the river, 
which the Captain agreed to do on the 28th on receiving a 
Commission. The vessel left the same day, but to the 
Governor's surprise he received a letter from Abbkhsbtts, 
informing him that, instead of going up the river, Kooe 
had anchored before Zublies Ltist and Fortuyn. Upon which 
he had written to Kooe, ordering him to proceed at 
once up the river, but to the Governor's great pain and dis- 
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pleasure the Captain still remained in tbe same place. 
There had been no news from Captain Lentzeng up to that 
morning, but he expected that he was with Abbensetts. 
Information had just been received, that all the estates 
from that of Abbensetts to the Church, had been pillaged 
and destroyed. 

Only twenty soldiers were in the Fort, and eight of these 
were sick, the Burghers were few and weak, and as for the 
ship df Captain Pynapfel, she had very few men, and was 
unable to render much assistance. The Governor asked 
the Council to deliberate on the means of assisting the in- 
habitants, and as to what should be done under the circum- 
stances. 

The Councillors declared that the Burgher Captain and 
some of his men had behaved in a most cowardly manner ; 
thay had remained at Zublie^a Lust near the slave ship, 
doing nothing, while Abbensetts had kept his post at 8oli-> 
tude with a very few men, and the negroes dared not attack 
them. Abbensetts wanted the vessel to go up the river to 
assist him, but Captain Koce had declared his intention of 
turning back. 

After deliberation, the Council asserted that they had no 
means of helping Abbensetts ; they had given orders to the 
Burghers, but these were not obeyed. All they could do 
was, to commission Councillor Gillesen to go to the 
Burghers, and try by all possible means, to induce them to 
assist Abbensetts, and at the same time earnestly implore 
Captain Kook to go up the river. 

The Councillors had inspected Fort Nassau, and found 
tba defences in a very bad state. They had asked the 
advice of the Military Officers, who told them that the 
fort might stand a first attack, but they must, by all means 
leave a way of retreat to the vessels. The Captains Bamelo 
and Ptnappel, were called in, and asked to keep their 
vessels in a position to help in case of an assault by the 
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rebels, and alBO to afford means of escape as a last resort, 
which thejr promised to do. 

On March 3rd Abbensetts appeared in person, haying 
dome down the river to see why the slave ship had not gone 
up, or the Burghers arrived to his assistance. He had 
heard that the latter were marching towards him, but they 
had not arrived, and he had come to implore all possible 
assistance in his critica] position. On deliberation, the 
Council passed an Act of Guarantee against all damage 
that the ships might sustain, and gave a Commission to 
Abbensetts to act with all the power and authority of the 
Council, in making arrangements with the Captain. 

On the 6th Abbensetts returned and reported that he had 
found Captain Eook at the same place, and had gone on 
board, asking him why he did not proceed up the river. 
In reply the officers and crew began to make a lot ol objec- 
tions, which he at last overcame by promises of rewards of 
three hundred guilders to each man, and 25 guilders per 
head for each rebel, dead or alive, and also that in case the 
vessel should be lost their wages would be paid, while wounds 
would be compensated for according to the maritime laws. 
Abbensetts had then gone back to bis post, and offered the 
Burghers 25 guilders for each rebel dead or alive. He had 
expected, with the help of the vessel, to suppress the rev(dt 
and relieve P^are&o^^m, where many of the Burghers were sur* 
roimded, but to his grief he had been informed that Captain 
KoGE only came one hour farther up the river, and dropped 
anchor before Oostermeer^ his people being unwilling to go 
beyond this. On the urgent request of Mb. Sghibmeesteb, 
KocK drifted a little farther up the river, but again stopped 
short of Solitude. The rebels were now to be heard 
on Friendship^ and the faithful negroes were getting 
frightened. At midnight, news arrived that the rebels 
had captured Peerehoom and murdered all the Christians. 
On receipt of these tidings the few Burghers who had re- 
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mained with Abbeksetts got frightenedy and he had to de- 
clare that they were at liberty to do what they liked, on 
which they fled to the Fort, and Captain Kooe also returned 
with his vessel. He feared now that all the plantations would 
be destroyed. His slaves had shown great fidelity, but being 
now left alone, he expected they would follow the others, 
as he had noticed signs of a desire to join in the revolt. 

Predicant Rambino then arrived with his wife, and gave 
an account of what had happened on Peereboom. There 
were present at the house, Mr. J. C. George, with his wife 
and children, Mr. A. Zubu, and other ladies and gentlemen, 
to the number of twenty. On Thursday the 4th, they had 
resisted two attacks of the rebels, who shot at the house, 
the Burghers being successful in defending it. One of 
the negroes called out when the firing had ceased, *' we are 
men, and have fourteen barrels of powder yet, and you shall 
not leave the estate 1'' Thereupon a council was held by 
the besieged, who were of opinion that it would not be 
right to leave the estate, but what were they to do ? They 
were surrounded, and saw no signs of assistance from the 
slave vessel or otherwise, while they would soon be wanting 
food and water. Thereupon Mr. Gbobge asked one of the 
negroes, why they behaved in such a shocking manner P 
He answered that the Christians were cruel to them ; they 
did not wish to have any whites in the colony ; they would 
be gentlemen themselves ; all the estates were theirs, and 
they must be given up. There was then a truce, which 
lasted until next day, when it was agreed between the two 
parties that the whites should be allowed to leave in the 
boats and go down the river unmolested. The whites then 
left the house, and were in the act of embarking, when the 
negroes opened fire upon them, from their own boats, as well 
as from the shore, kUling most of them, only two or three 
managing to swim across the river and escaping into the 

bush. 
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On hearing the Predicant's story, the Gbvemor said 
that the state of things was most deplorable, the rebels were 
getting worse from day to day, and there was nothing 
going on but murders and conflagrations. He now asked 
the Council what could possibly be done to save the colony. 

The members resolved to again inspect the fort, which 
they did very carefully, and found it indefensible, the pal is- 
sades near the ground being quite rotten, especially at the 
back, where it was most open to assault by the negroes. 
They expected that, if a few pieces of cannon were fired, 
the palissades would fall away, and the fort be exposed, 
which, being covered with shingles, might easily be set on 
fire. The agility of the negroes in climbing was so well 
known, that there would be no difficulty, even if the palis- 
sades were not torn away, in their getting over them. 
There were no water tanks or wells inside the fort, and 
therefore, in case of fire, they could procure no water to 
put it out. It was so badly situated, that it could be easily 
surrounded, while they could not prevent the negroes from 
going down the river, and cutting off their chance of escape 
in that direction. 

After consultation with the engineers and Burgher 
officers, the report was put in writing, to the effect that 
Fort Nassau was in such a condition that it could not be 
defended, all the cannon were also defective, some of 
them having been spiked, while the back of the fort was en- 
tirely indefensible, so that they could only make a stand on 
one side. The inhabitants were very few and weak, some 
of them having never handled a musket, so they could 
hardly be expected to stand against even one attack. 

The Governor informed the Council that he had written 
to Surinam for assistance, for which act of forethought 
they thanked him. 

After some deliberation, it was resolved to order all the 
inhabitants, including the BurgherSi who had abready gone 
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on board the four vesselSi to come into the fort, and not 
leave again without permission. The Captains of these 
vessels were then called, and asked to give assistance in 
case the rebels attacked the fort, and also to try and pre- 
vent the negroes from going down the river to the lower 
Ganje. Captains Kook and Bakelo promised to do their 
best, but the mate of Captain Laubensen's vessel said that 
his twelve men were too weak to do anything, while Cap- 
tain Ptnappel said his men were also weak and sick, and 
as he had orders to proceed to St. Eustatius, he could not 
wait there any longer. 

It was resolved that the Captaius should be ordered to 
keep themselves in readiness, and as for Captain Ptnapfel 
he must not think of leaving, but they would give him 
eight Burghers to help his sick crew in working the vessels 

The Gk)vemor then stated, that, on account of the in- 
crease of the people and the great number of faithful 
slaves who had taken refuge in the fort, they would very 
soon be in want of provisions. 

From the lower Canje, news now arrived, that the 
negroes there had commenced to revolt, and the Secretary 
was directed to write and give the inhabitants tidings of 
the late distressing events, telling them, in case of neces- 
sity, to retire to the coast^ but on no account to attempt to 
come overland to Fort Nassau. 

It was finally resolved to defend the fort for the present, 
but in case the rebels should pass to the lower Canje 
the matter would have to be reconsidered. 

Secretary Habkekboth having been asked why he had 
not brought the Minute Book at the present session, told 
the Council that it had been packed and put on board 
Captain Ptnappel's ship, where he was at present stopping 
with his wife. Hearing this. Councillor Abbensetts said he 
was astonished that the Secretary should abandon his post ; 
it was his duty to be near and with the Governor at this 
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critical time^ and to do everytluDg in bis power to assist 
him. The Secretary said he had not been idle but had 
plenty of work. "What work?** said Abbbnsbtts. "Oh, 
always something to do/' said the Secretaiy • Being asked 
if he did not respect his oath, and if he was not receiving 
his wages and allowances, he replied, " I can't get enough 
for myself and wife, and don't feel bound to stand here 
and be shot at for twenty guilders a month." 

The following day, Monday, March 7th, business was 
commenced by reading a petition from the Burghers, 
After reviewing the condition of the fort, they requested 
permission to go on board the vessels, as the rebels were 
coming nearer and nearer, and the neighbouring planta- 
tions were now burning. The Burgher and Military 
Officers, were then called, who agreed with the petitioners, 
saying that their position was dangerous, as many of the 
fugitives were sick from the privations and fatigue of 
their flight through bush and savannah. 

The Council answered, that they would decide next day, 
as they hardly knew what to do, for unless assistance 
came from the fatherland, which would take a long time, 
they could not renwin there. 

A letter from the lower Canje was then read, in which 
it was stated that the negroes were in a state of discontent, 
and ready to join the rebels on the first opportunity. 

Later on the same day. the Governor stated, that the 
Burghers had come to him again, declaring that the rebels 
were approaching the fort, and repeating their, application 
to be allowed to retire on board the ships. 

On Tuesday the 8th, the wife of J. H. Sohbiendeb arrived 
with her child and related that she had been a prisoner. The 
rebels had six hundred men on Hollandia*^ and their strength 
was altogether fully a thousand. A government had been 
established among them, and the chiefs kept order by strict 
discipline. They had murdered seven white persons at one 
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time, and showed her the mutilated bodies, after which, they 
gave her a paper to take to the 0ovemor and sent her away. 
This paper was a sort of letter, stating that the cause of 
the war was the stoppage of their allowances by certain 
masters, especially Basket, de Graaf, Isaac Hebmans and 
Lbntzbno. The Governor must go away to Holland at 
once, and if he would agree to do so and fire four guns as 
a signal, the fort would be left unmolested, but if he 
refused and fired three guns, the rebel leader would come 
down at once and fight it out. 

Secretary Habkenboth then announced that the nineteen 
Burghers were demanding an answer to their petition. The 
Ooyemor said he could not receive such a message, if they 
wanted anything let them come in. Thirteen of them then 
entered and made their request, to which they received a 
reply that the Council could not decide so hastily, and 
were told that they must remain in the fort for the present. 

Hereupon, the Military Officers were called in, and asked 
if they were in a position to defend the fortress against six 
hundred negroes, to which they answered most emphatically 
** No ! " They had only fifteen healthy men, and these 
were weak and exhausted by continual duty. 

The Burghers then sent in another petition, to be allowed 
to retire to the vessels, to which some had gone already. 

The Officers were again called in, and asked as before, 
whether they could defend the fort, and they repeated a 
positive " No ! ** 

Councillor Abbensetts was getting disheartened by this 
time, and now reviewed the sad state of things in a most 
desponding tone. What with the rotten defences of Fort 
Nassau, the weakness of the soldiers, the fear of the 
Burghers, and the uncertainty of the good faith of the 
slaves in the fort, nothing could be gained by a defence. 
They would be worse off by waiting here for months, than 
if they moved further down the river. The way to the 
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Ganje was now open, but how long that might be the case 
he could not tell, or how soon the rebels might go there. 
He therefore proposed that the fort be abandoned that 
evening, and that they all proceed down the river as far as 
Vageraad. 

To this the other Gouncillors assented, on which the 
(Governor said, it was a hard and bitter thing for him to be 
obliged to give his consent to such a proposition, but as 
they were all agreed, he could do nothing but conform to 
their wishes with the greatest reluctance. 

It was then resolved to abandon Fort Nassau that after- 
noon at 4 o'clock, and go on board the vessels. As the 
Military recommended that the fort should be destroyed, 
they were ordered to spike the guns and set it on fire 
before its final desertion. 

It must have been with the deepest feelings of regret 
that such a man as Governor Hoooekheim deserted his post 
on that unhappy afternoon. He knew that it meant simply 
abandoniog the whole colony to the negroes, while, if any 
thing like a good front had been shown, the revolt might 
have been suppressed. With the exception of Abbensetts, 
the Oovemor appears to have been the only brave man in 
the community. Every one else seemed to have gone mad 
with fright. If the fort was out of order there was no 
reason why it should not have been repaired. They had a 
number of faithful slaves with them, apparently doing 
nothing, and yet they simply walked round pushing at a 
palissade here and there to show each other its weakness. 
It is no wonder that young Gednet Clabee, in writing of 
the affair stigmatised it in the strongest terms. *'The Gov- 
ernor, he says, (through fear, or some other motive) blew 
up the fort, destroyed all the ammunition, &c., and em- 
barked on board a Dutch ship lying in the river, so that 
these murdering villains got possession of the whole river 
without the least trouble, chiefly occasioned, it is thought. 
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by being afraid of them, for I am sure that you and I, with 
twenty more, could have kept off four thousand of such 
rascals in that fort/* * 

The next meeting of the Council took place at Bag^ 
ra^xd, on Friday the 11th. In the absence of the Secretary, 
who was on board Captain Ftc7AFP£l's vessel, and sent an 
excuse that he was sick, Councillor Abbensetts took the 
Minutes. 

The Governor gave an account of the events of the pre- 
vious days. On Tuesday the 8th, they heard that the 
rebels were stiU burning the houses on the plantations, and 
the mounted patrols reported the negroes to be assembling, 
some on horseback, in the savannah behind the fort, and 
near the houses at New Amsterdam. Everything was put 
in readiness against an expected attack, but nothing oc- 
curred. Between 5.30 and 6.30 p.m., the Burghers and 
Military left the fort, and the Governor and Council fol- 
lowed, leaving a Lieutenant and some soldiers to fire the 
place, as soon as the vessels left their moorings. 

After the evacuation, a message was sent to the lower 
Canje to give the inhabitants notice of the change. 

The ships left at half past seven, and an hour later the 
fort was set on fire. At midnight, they anchored at De 
Velde, and at nine in the morning again drifted down the 
river. The manager of De Velde^ who was on board the 
Berhice Welfwre^ went ashore, and found the negroes plun- 
dering, who seeing their master, set upon and tried to kill 
him, but some of the people on board, when they saw his 
danger, fired at them with their muskets, so that the 
manager succeeded in escaping. Drifting down to Plantation 
Eoofd, they found the faithful slaves of that plantation pre- 
paring to go down to Dageraady whom they encouraged to 
walk along the shore and accompany the vessels. A messen- 
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ger from the Canje met them here, and said that Mr. 
Chambon had left his estate to go down the river. Oppo- 
site Vigilantie they were fired at from the shore, which they 
answered from the vessels. Noises were then heard on 
the banks, some of the negroes calling out, " We are 
men, and will come to Dageraad to-morrow to speak to 
you 1" Captain Kock heard cries for help, and going ashore 
found the Widow Vandenbboek, who reported that the 
rebels had bound her and plundered her plantation, but 
she had succeeded in escaping. The buildings of the 
widow's plantation were then burning. Here they heard 
that the people from the Canje had gone down to Fort St. 
An dries, and that everything was quiet at Dageraady only 
a few negroes having run away to join the rebels. 

They arrived at Dageraady (then the lowest Colony estate 
on the Berbice river) on the evening of the 10th, and went 
ashore next morning, where they found all quiet, the present 
meeting being held in the dwelling house of the plantation, 
in which they intended to remain and await assistance. They 
wanted to send one of the vessels to Fort St. Andries, to 
reinforce it, while the others remained at Dageraad to help 
in defending that plantation. The vessels had been ordered 
to remain, but Captain Pynappbl wanted to go down to the 
sea, as his men were sick, while Captain Kamelo also wished 
to leave, as he could get no cargo and was answerable to 
the owners for any delay. Captain Lawbensen's mate said 
his Captain was still sick, and as there were only six healthy 
men on board, he could give no help. Captain Kooe was 
willing to give all the assistance in his power, but took the 
ill-timed opportunity of complaining that the Vendue 
Master had not fulfilled his contract for the slaves brought 
by Kock's vessel. The four Captains were however strictly 
ordered to remain, which made them very dissatisfied. 

On the same evening, the case of Kook v. Wys was tried 
by the Council. The Vendue Master excused himself from 
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complying with the conditions, as, on account of the insur- 
rection, he had not received all the Bills of Exchange, but 
he had given the Captain whatever had been paid him. 
These he had endorsed with the proviso that he would not 
be responsible if they were not paid. The Captain refused 
to accept them with such an endorsement, but insisted that 
the conditions should be carried out without exception or 
reservation. The Council decided that Wys should give 
KocK proper Bills of Exchange, without exception, accord- 
ing to the conditions of sale. 

On Saturday the 12th, the Governor reported that Cap- 
tain Ptnappel had gone down the river against his orders, 
and that he had sent an Act of Protest after him. 
Ptnappel had taken away a quantity of provisions and 
stores belonging to the Colony, for which he was held res- 
ponsible. In answer to the protest the Captain stated that 
he considered the Governor's orders illegal, and was quite 
willing to stand the consequences. The Governor had then 
sent to bring back the Secretary and some other persons 
who had gone in the vessel, ordering the Secretary to come 
back and give in his accounts, to which that gentleman 
replied, that he would render his accounts in Holland, and 
that he knew nothing of there being any longer a Gov- 
ernor and Council in Berbice. 

News was now brought of a revolt on Herstelling^ (the next 
plantation above Dageraad) and that the Manager of that 
estate had shipped his sugar onboard Pynappel's vessel, and 
had gone on board himself with his wife and child. In the 
evening Captain Bamelo reported that the Canje was all in 
an uproar, that his ship was not in a fit state to defend 
herself, much less to give assistance, and declared his in- 
tention of proceeding down the river, while the mate of the 
Stavdvastigheid reported as before, that the Captain and 
men were still sick. Most of the people on the ships were 
grumbling ; they were unwilling to keep guard, and said 
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they would refuse to fight if called upon. They now for- 
warded a request for permission to leave the colony ; they 
had lost enough already, and did not want to lose their 
lives, or the little property that had been saved. On 
deliberation the Council again gave way, deciding to leave 
Dageraad and drift down to Fort St. Andries that even- 
ing. 

The next meeting was held at Fort St. Andries on 
Wednesday the 23rd of March, when the Governor made a 
statement of what had happened since the 12th. On 
Saturday, the three vessels weighed anchors and com- 
menced to drift down the river, one of them getting aground 
soon afterwards and the others having to wait until the 15th, 
when the tide floated her off. While detained here they 
received news that the rebels had already come to Dageraad^ 
having arrived almost immediately after the vessels had 
left. Abbensetts paid a visit to Ma/ra^ where he found 
things quiet, but the negroes appeared to be in a restless 
state. On Monday the 14th, some faithful negroes came 
from Mara with the news that the rebels had gone there 
and obliged most of the negroes to join them, these having 
however succeeded in running away. News then arrived 
from the Canje, that some of the inhabitants had made a 
stand on an estate two hours from the mouth of the river, 
but could not remain there long from want of provisions. 

On Tuesday the 15th they drifted again, and another 
vessel got aground, while one of the others, the Captain 
refusing to wait, went down the river. During the night 
a boat came from up the river, which was found to belong 
to the vessel of Captain Bamelo. The men in her were all 
drunk ; they had gone to Herstelling to forage for cattle, 
and had been fired on by the negroes, which made the 
Governor very angry. 

They arrived at St. Andries on the night of the 16th, 
landed on the following day, and fitted up rooms for a 
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Council Chamber and Secretary's office. The Captain of the 
Fort reported that the Burghers and others on Ptnafpel's 
vessel had been making use of mutinous language, saying 
there was neither Council nor Fort, and that they should do 
as they liked. Ftnappel also complained of their insubor- 
dination. He and Captain Bamelo being disinclined to re- 
main, and preparing for departure, the Governor was 
obliged to consent to^ their leaving, which he did the more 
readily, as provisions were getting scarce and the people 
did nothing but eat and drink. He therefore told them 
to go or stay as they liked, for he wanted no one there 
unless he was prepared to assist in defending the place. 
Permission having been thus given, some of the discon- 
tented left in their own boats for Demerara, with as many 
of their slaves as had remained faithful to them. 

On inspecting the fort or post, the governor found it in 
a most miserable condition for defence, and, to add to the 
difficulty, no fresh water could be obtained without send- 
ing to the Canje. News arrived from the Canje on the 
18th that more slaves had revolted, and on the 19th the 
Predicant stated his intention of leaving. The vessels had 
not yet left, and Captain Ftnappel was asked for the pro- 
visions and goods shipped at Fort Nassau, to which he re- 
plied that nothing was to be found on his ship. Captain 
Koce's vessel was still aground, and the people very dis- 
orderly, fearing they would not be able to escape. It was 
resolved on the 21st to remain and defend St. Andries, 
until hunger compelled them to leave, the few who intended 
to stay binding themselves to fight to the last. 

Having finished his account of the state of affairs, the 
Governor called on Secretary Habeenboth to bring the 
books and papers of his office, as he had deserted his post 
and was stopping on Captain Ftnappel' s vessel. The 
iSecretary answered, that they were packed in two chests 
on board the vessel, and up to now they could not be got 
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at. Captain Pynappel was then called, and asked for the 
chests, who said, they had been searched for but could not 
be found. He was peremptorily ordered to find the chests 
at once, and furnished, at his request, with six men to help 
in overhauling the vessel. The Secretary was then asked 
for an account of the money in his possession, to which 
he gave unsatisfactory answers, saying that the papers 
were in the chests and he could not remember. The Coun- 
cil thought it very strange that Haekenboth should have 
neglected his duties in such a manner, packing up the 
papers himself so that he could not find them, and then 
excusing himself from giving in his accounts for want of 
those documents. 

Abraham Wts, the Vendue Master, who had also re- 
mained on one of the vessels, was then called in, and asked 
what had become of the Poor Funds. He answered that 
the question should be referred to the Church Consistory, 
at whose request he had taken charge of some money. 
Being asked what money he had with him belonging to 
Boedels, he replied that the papers were packed in a chest, 
and where that was he did not know. The Orphan Masters 
gave similar answers when called upon to produce their 
accounts, stating that the balance of cash was in the chest 
of Abraham Wys. Other officials gave more or less unsatis- 
factory statements, but as the G-overnor was powerless, 
he could do nothing more than take their excuses, and 
postpone further action to a more suitable opportunity. 

Captain Kook, who was still aground, asked the Council 
not to allow Wts to leave without paying the money that 
had been adjudged to him, and Wts was called upon to pay 
the Bills of Exchange, to which he objected, but was over- 
ruled by the Council. Wts then asked what would be 
his position if he remained in the colony, on which he was 
told he could remain where he was, as he had already 
proved himself unwilling and useless. 
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On Thursday the 24th Captains Ramelo and Pynappbl 
demanded passports, so that they might leave, but the 
Governor told them they must first give back the provi- 
sions and stores belonging to the Colony. As very little 
could be got from them however, the Council at last resolved 
to let them go, leaving the Directors to decide the matter, 
as under the circumstances they were not in a position to 
enforce their demands. 

On Friday the 25th, the Secretary brought a chest, which 
he declared contained all his papers. Captain Ramblo was 
then called to give an account of the raid of his men, who 
answered that none of them had even asked for his permis- 
sion, but had gone ashore secretly, where having found 
a house broken open by the negroes, they took away a 
barrel of meat and some other things. The two Captains 
wanted to leave that evening, bat being pressed to remain 
until Sunday they consented. 

By these two vessels, which did not sail from Berbice on 
Sunday the 27th of March as intended, but on the 8th of 
April, copies of the minutes of the Council were sent to the 
Directors, from which documents has been gleaned this 
sad story of a month's troubles and disasters. The Gov- 
ernor's letter was a most pitiful one. He was anxiously 
waiting for help at Post St. Andries, in the midst of a 
barren savannah, with only one battery of two pieces of 
rotten cannon to defend it. The rebels numbered about 
three thousand now, had four hundred muskets, with 
plenty of ammunition, cutlasses and other sharp weapons^ 
while the remnant of the white inhabitants had only a few 
muskets, and no ammunition for the cannons, even if these 
had been in good order. Provisions were very scarce, and 
in case the negroes should attack them they would be cut 
ofiE from their supply of water. 

From the state of utter despondency to which the Gov- 
ernor had been reduced, he was roused on the 28 th of 
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March, by the appearance of a sail, which proved to be the 
English brigantine Betsy^ Captain Geobob Bugkmasteb, 
with a hundred soldiers from Surinam. There being no 
Dutch vessel in the neighbouring colony when Hoogen- 
HEDc's urgent appeal for help was received, Governor Cbom- 
MEUN chartered the Betsy ^ and sent Captain Rtssel and 
Texieb, with four Lieutenants, four Corporals, four drum- 
mers and eighty-three soldiers, at the same time sending a 
detachment to the Corentyne post to prevent the rebels 
making their escape to Surinam, 

This opportune arrival put another aspect on the state 
of affairs, and the Governor became like a different person. 
Here were a hundred well disciplined soldiers at his com- 
mand, and he at once felt the vast difference between these 
and the coward rabble with whom he had so lately been 
contending. At once, movements were made to recover 
possession of the colony, a Lieutenant and a small force 
being despatched to the Canje, the Governor and the re- 
mainder proceeding to Dageraad, where they were at 
once joined by several hundred faithful negroes, while the 
rebels immediately forsook the neighbourhood and carried 
the news to their chieftains. 

On the 2nd of April, seven hundred rebels made an 
attack on Dageraad^ which was defended from early morn- 
ing to midday, when the negroes having suffered some 
losses in killed and wounded, were forced to retire. Being 
inspired with confidence by this victory, it was then de- 
cided to remain at Dageraad until further assistance should 
arrive. 

The following day, a young man named Jan Abbaham 
Chabbon arrived at Dageraad^ with a letter from the two 
rebel Captains, Coffy and Akeaba, which ran as follows : — 

*' Coff J9 Governor off the Negroes off Berbioe and Captain Aixaba send 
their greetings to your late Honourable. We don't want war ; we see oiearly 
that you do want war. 
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" BiSEBr and his seiranf:, db Gbapf, Bchoook, Dbll, yak LEirrziKe and 
Fbbdhbiok BsroBir, but more especially Mr. Babket and his servant, and 
DB Gbait, are the principal originators of the riot which has occurred in 
Berbice. The GoTernor (Cotft) was present when it commenced, and was 
▼ery angry at it. The Goyernor of Berbice asks Yonr Hononr that Yonr 
Honour will come and speak with him ; don't be afraid! but if you won't 
come, we will fight as long as one Christian remains in Berbice. The 
Governor will give Your Honour half of Berbice, and all the negroes will 
go high up the river, but don't think they will remain slaves. Those 
negroes that your Honour has on the ships, they can remain slaves. The 
Governor greets your Honour." 

Chabbon was son of the Manager of Oosierhech^ and had 
been a prisoner among the rebels for three weeks, during 
which time he saw some of the atrocities committed by 
them on their prisoners, who were many of them women 
and children. He had been kept alive by Cofft, because 
his services were required for writing letters, (fee, and he 
had been compelled to follow the Chief, who tried very 
hard to induce him to join the rebels, by giving him 
presents of fine clothes and other articles of plunder. His 
story was as follows : — 

** Mr. MniRLHOLZBB * sent a negro to me in the night, with the news 
that all the slaves down the river were murdering the Christians, at the 
same time telling me to come to him with all the people, and bring our 
loaded guns. We went and kept guard with him until morning, when we 
proceeded to Peereboom^ where was a gathering of thirty Christians. All 
our people went with us, and remained faithful until the rebels appeared 
from the bush and attacked us. We defended the house from nine in the 
morning until seven in the evening, when a negro from OoderlyJc called 
out and asked if we wanted to make peace, to which we answered, Yes ! 
The rebels then came near and entered into an arrangement that they 
would not harm us, but escort us down to the fort in the morning. When 
we went to embark in our boats and a punt, they commenced firing on us 
and wounded me. We fled across the river, but being unable to land, were 
obliged to jump into the water. Some were drowned, but I managed to 
reach the shore, where I found HiiTm.HO£ZHB lying on the ground to hide 
himself until night, and I lay down with him. 

'' We remained eight days in the bush, until at last we came to Doom" 
hoom^ exhausted, and almost dying with hunger and thirst. We tried to 
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gttfc to the bank of the river, bat sedng negroes about, we fled baek to the 
bosh. We then went to Oo^i^^h to look for eorn, and finding a little, 
harried baek into the bush to eat it. While lying hidden we saw a negro^ 
armed with a sabre, coming along ; he passed very near but did not see as. 
Not long after, others oame and spied where we were lying down« One of 
them, seeing Mutblholzbb* pointed his gun at him, bat my companion 
cried out, No ! No I and then ran out upon the rebel, attacking him with 
his sabre, and catting off one of his hands, then taking away the negro's 
gan, he pat them all to flight. Mitxslkolsbb was anlucky enoagh to be 
oaptared soon afterwards, and I heard him crying oat most pitifully as I ran 
away. I walked about the bush for six or seven days, but hunger and thirst 
brought me again back to OoiUrl%^le^ where I fell into the hands of the rebels, 
who treated me kindly at first. In the evening came a boat full of rebels 
who stripped me of everything, even down to my shirt and trowsers, and 
threatened to give me two hundred lashes and cut off my head. I was 
taken to ffollandia and Zeelandiat where were other Christian prisoners, 
including the widow Johajtbbv, and was put in the stocks. The next day 
the rebels horsewhipped the Christians, and murdered two of them. I was 
kept in the stocks for six days and received fifty lashes, after which they told 
me that as I was young and could write, they would not hurt me any more. 
" The rebels having heard that a ship had come up the river, their Captain 
ordered me to go to the Governor, and ask him if he wished to make peace, 
as, if so, the rebels would allow him half the colony. They then gave me 
a Joe, a watch, and a pair of silver shoe buckles, and told me to come back 
again, or they wonld kill me. I was then put in a corial with two Indian^, 
who brought me to Dageraad^ where I found the Governor and the military 
from Surinam," 

Very little was done towards regaining possession of the 
colony during the month of April, but on the 3rd of May, 
the little body of whites was reinforced by the arrival of 
two vessels from St. Eustatius, the " Seven Provinces" and 
the " 8t. Eustatius^" manned respectively with 88 and 66 
soldiers, besides their crews. They proceeded to Dageraad 
at once, where they found the people much in want of the 
provisions and other necessaries which were on board. 
With this additional force, the Governor thought they could 
conmience measures of offence and recover a little of the 
lost ground. A Council of War was held, and it was pro- 
posed to advance as far as Vigilmtie, but on deliberation 
it was decided that the time had not yet arrived for such a 
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measure. If an adranoe was made up the river, the rebels 
would probably retreat from plantation to plantation, finish- 
ing their work of destruction as they went along, and at 
last retire to the bush and savannahs, where they would 
be a continual danger to the colony like the Bush Negroes 
of Surinam. 

The Governor, knowing the character of the troops, who 
were mercenaries of all nationalities, requiring extraordin- 
ary inducements even to the performance of their ordinary 
duties, drew up a list of premiums, which was published 
on the 8th of May, For the capture of the chief Cofft, 
/SOO was offered, for Akkaba, /400, for each rebel taken 
alive, ySO, and for every negro shot, /20, while half the 
value of everything taken from the rebels would be divided 
among them as prize money. A few days later, compensa- 
tions were offered for those who might be mutilated or 
maimed, similar to the provisions of the Articled Letter 
of the West India Company. These offers afterwards gave 
rise to some disputes, as the Directors thought such prem- 
iums should only be offered when fighting with an enemy 
in a strange land, and not when they were recovering their 
own property. 

On the 13th of May, the rebels brought their whole force 
against Dageraai^ intending to strike a final blow, and, if the 
reinforcements had not arrived from St. Eustatius, it pro- 
bably would have been all over with its few sickly de- 
fenders. Every precaution had been taken by this time 
to prevent a surprise, so that when at seven in the morn- 
ing, there were signs of a gathering of the enemy. Ensign 
Rbis was sent to reconnoitre,and after a little skirmishing 
returned with the news that the whole force of the rebels 
was at hand. At ten o'clock the enemy advanced in three 
bodies of about five hundred each, and attacked the house 
at different points. At first they gained a little advantage, 
but the firing from the ships soon made an impression on 
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them, making them retire a little and then renew the at- 
tack. Under a burning sun, the defenders fought behind 
their earth- works for five hours, driving the negroes back 
again and again, only to see them recover themselves and 
renew the fight. At last, when the courage of the rebels 
began to fail, Lieutenant Thbilen made a sortie with 
eighty picked men and put them entirely to flight. 
How many of the rebels were killed was never known, 
as it was their custom to carry off the dead and wounded, 
but eight were found on the field, whose heads were 
cut off and placed on poles along the banks of the river. 
Eight of the whites were killed and ten wounded, sev- 
eral of the latter dying soon afterwards. The Governor 
fought stoutly, as did also Captain van Ryssel and Lieu- 
tenant Thielbn, all of whom had narrow escapes. After 
this repulse the negroes began to lose confidence, and made 
no more demonstrations on the offensive. 

The battle having happily ended in the discomfiture of 
the enemy, new courage was infused into the Governor 
but this did not last long as it was followed by a 
calamity which threw him back into the old state of 
despondency. The epidemic sickness fell upon the soldiers, 
causing a great many deaths, and greatly reducing the 
strength of the defenders. On the 29th of May, Hooo- 
ENHEiM wrote to the Directors, saying that a hundred 
men were sick, most of them from the St. Eustatius' 
vessels, so that these ships were helpless, while the 
Stcmdvastigheid had lost her Captain, mate, and all hands. 
The sick were lying in hospital, without medicines or pro- 
per food, there being hardly provisions enough for the 
healthy, while medical comforts were entirely wanting. 
** For God's sake, said he, send and help us in our hour of 
need, and preserve us from the attacks of our cruel enemies." 
On the 26th of August, Hooqei^heik records in his journal 
that 54 soldiers from the ship Seven Provinces had died 
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already, while the two Councillors, Gillison and Sohie* 
MBiSTBB, Book-keeper Schook, two Captains, and nearly all 
the sailors of two of the vessels of the Association, had 
fallen victims to the malignant fever. 

On the 19th of June, a trading vessel arrived, bringing 
a new Secretary to replace Haekbnroth, who had received 
his notice of dismissal before the insurrection had broken 
out. The new oflicer, who was named Laueens van Pick, 
fell sick at once, and could do nothing for several months, 
remaining helpless at Fort St. Andries. 

The Governor was now almost alone, without even a 
Secretary, the only Councillor left being Abbbnsbtts, he 
had therefore to do everything himself, and the best he 
could under the circumstances for a lot of invalids. The 
rebels were a little exhausted by this time, and sent several 
messengers offering to make terms on similar Unes to those 
proposals already noticed, which the Governor pretended 
to entertain for the purpose of gaining time. He was 
determined to remain at Dageraad until assistance should 
arrive from the fatherland, and would not listen to the 
croakers, who told him that he had better go back to St. 
Andries as a lot of sick and dying men were useless 
against the rebels. When matters appeared most depres- 
sing, a little help was received from St. Eustatius by the 
arrival of the bark Demerara's Welfare with a supply of 
provisions and forty men. This small accession of strength 
was particularly welcome, as on the 7th of July, when the 
vessel arrived, there were not enough healthy soldiers to 
relieve guard. 

Meanwhile, the Directeur-General of the Two Rivers had 
succeeded in inducing the Caribs to go from Demerara to 
the upper Berbice, with very good results, as they kept the 
negroes from wandering, and killed some of the stragglers. 
With these, and the guard in the Demerara, escape in that 
direction was effectually preventedi while on the Surinam 
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side, the post on the west bank of the Oorentyne received 
a reinforcement of seyenty soldiers in June. With the 
assistance of forty Indians, the garrison of the Gorentyne 
post made some expeditions towards the Ganje, where they 
succeeded in putting the rebels to flight, and took some of 
their booty. While dividing this they quarrelled about the 
respective shares of the soldiers and Indians, the Officers 
wanting to give everything to the latter, and finally forty-two 
soldiers, led by the Surgeon, a Sergeant, and a Frenchman 
named Jean Benaud, mutinied, disarmed and ill-treated the 
other officers, and finally fled through the Indian path to 
join the Berbice rebels, from thence intending to escape to 
the Orinoco. Arriving at Magdalenburg on the Canje, 
they met with a large contingent of the rebels, but instead 
of being favourably received as they expected, the negroes 
looked on them with mistrust, and would not believe their 
protestations that they wished to be friends. The deserters 
were therefore taken prisoners, and twenty-eight of them 
killed at once, while the remainder were kept at different 
places as white slaves, the Surgeon being employed by 
CoFFT to attend the sick and wounded, while some of the 
others were ordered to drill the rebels and clean and repair 
their weapons. 

HooGEKHEiM heard this story from some of the faithful 
negroes, who now and then managed to escape from the 
rebels, and worried himself a great deal about the influence 
these men might have in the rebel camp. He surropti- 
tiously sent them messages, asking them to try to escape 
and he would overlook their misdeeds, but the deserters 
knew too well what punishment they had incurred to run 
away as long as their lives were safe, while they expected 
to become leaders of the negroes as soon as their distrust 
had abated. To watch the deserters, the Governor sent 
Gaptain Salvolani with the Demera/ra^s Welfare to cruise 
up the Ganje, and try if possible^to stop the rebels from 
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going to the Oorentyne, and thence to Surinam. Salvolani 
acted with so much energy, that he managed to command 
the path to the Corentjne, and thus prevented what might 
have been a serious danger to Surinam. 

Captain Hatttnga, who had been left in charge of Fort St. 
Andries, gave a great deal of trouble to the Governor. He 
had already been charged with drunkenness, and being now 
without control, did nothing but drink, until he becaiQe mad 
with delirium tremens^ under the influence of which he left his 
post, and with fifteen men went up the Canje, where the 
party fired indiscriminately at all boats and negroes. Captain 
VAN Byssel had to be sent to St Andries to take charge, 
while Lieutenant Fbonk was sent up the Canje to bring 
back Hattinga, in which he at last succeeded by the aid of 
Salvolani. On being brought before a Court Martial, the 
recreant Captain was condemned to deprivation of all 
offices, to be cashiered with infamy, banished from the 
colony, and sent back to the Netherlands. Other cases of 
insubordination occurred, some of the officers of the 
Surinam contingent being sent back to that colony, as unfit 
for their posts. 

While all these disasters had been taking place in Ber- 
bice, the Directors of course knew nothing of the affair, 
but sent the two trading vessels, which had arrived so 
opportunely, in the ordinary course. About the end of 
May, the first tidings were brought to the Netherlands by 
the ship QezusterSj from Essequebo, which had come by 
way of St. Eustatius, from which island she had sailed on 
the 28th of March, after giving the sad news to Governor 
DB WiNDT, who had just heard rumours of the insurrection 
from Gednet Clabke of Barbados. The Captain took with 
him a declaration signed by several of the refugees who 
had managed to escape to Demerara at the commencement 
of the insurrection, and this he sent to some persons in 
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Atnsterdam, who had estates in Berbice. Further accounts 
\Tere brought by a vessel from Surinam about the same 
time. The merchants in Amsterdam at once brought the 
matter to the notice of the Directors, asking them to send 
assistance, but at first they could hardly believe the news, 
because no official information had been received, flow- 
ever, on the 30th of May, they decided tosend two vessels 
and ^fty soldiers to Berbice, and also to ask the States 
General for further help. . . 

Early in June, a petition to the States General was 
drawn up, and signed by the Burgomaster of Amsterdam 
and a large number of influential merchants, earnestly im- 
ploring assistance for Berbice to the extent of six* hundred 
men at least and two frigates of war. This was favourably 
received by their High Mightinesses, as by this time a thrill 
of horror had gone through the Netherlands on hearing the 
cruel deeds of the rebels, while everywhere the greatest 
sympathy was felt for the destitute and ruinous condition. of 
the people and colony. The matter was considered on the 
8th of June, and it was decided on the 17th and' 20th, that 
in the first place they would send at once the frigate St. 
Martensdyk^ Captain Haetngman, which was then ready 
equipped for the Mediterranean, with 24 guns and 150 
men, and that the snow the Zephyr^ Captain Van Otbn, 
with 12 guns and 110 men, should follow as soon as possible. 

The St. Martensdyk sailed on the 23rd of July, and the 
Zephyr on the 15th of August, the Captains being ordered 
to call at Surinam first, to get information, and then pro- 
ceed to Berbice, where they were to put themselves and 
men under the orders of the Governor. 

Captain Haeingman arrived in . Berbice on the 4th of 
November, and, after consulting the Governor, made ready 
an expedition of 180 men, and proceeded up the Ganje on 
the 10th, to clear that river of rebels. He found a thous- 
and negroes on Magdalenburg, Stevemhurg^ and Horsten^ 
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hwtg^ and on the ISih landed a hundred men on Plantation 
Dim Oarla$9 with orders to march along the backs of these 
estates, while he would go up the river and attack Mag^ 
daUnbwrg from the firont, when he expected the rebels 
would fly and be oaagbt by the contingent behind. This 
was done, but the n^roes being on the look out, made 
their escape before the arrangements were in working 
order, first setting fire to the buildings of the estates. 
Leaving a bark up tb^ Oanje, the party then returned to 
Dagrn'oad. 

By this time, the negroes had begun to quarrel among 
tbemselres. Their chieftains assumed greater authority 
tiian their late white masters, and this caused much dissa- 
tis&otion. Some of them escaped to Dageraad^ and told 
the Qovemor thai the dayes of the Oolony plantations were 
looking to come back, and ready to fall oat with the rebels. 
CoFFY had fought with another leader named Atta, and 
being conquered, had shot himself, while Aekaba was now 
a slave to the others, and working in the field. Four other 
leaders had been chosen, Acoabbb, Quaooo, Baijbb and 
GoussABi, who did not agree among themselves, so that 
HoooBNVEiM was encouraged to hope that their strength 
was broken. Up to the arrival of Captain Habingkan, the 
whites only held actual possession of St. Audries and 
Dageraad^ while the rebels still retained all the plantations 
on both sides of the river Berbice, and made foraging 
excursions to the Canje. The Indians from Demerara were 
now skirmishing with the rebels near Sawmette^ and suc- 
ceeded in killing a few of them, but this made very little 
impression on such a host. 

On the 27th of November, the force was augmented 
by the arrival of two vessels from the Directors, with fifty 
soldiers, and the frigate Dolphm^ while on the h^ of 
December, came the snow Zephyr^ the last two being war 
vessels, with 250 soldiers and sailors. It was now felt that 
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tlie time had oome to put a finishing stroke to the rebellion, 
a plan was therefore drawn up for a simultaneous attack 
from the Demerara and the Canje, while the main force 
was to proceed up the Berbioe river. 

The Oanje continj^ent consisted of 56 men, while that 
for Demerara was composed of 30 soldiers and . as many 
sailors, under the command of Lieutenant Cbombis, who 
was directed to join Captain Smith and the Barbadian 
volunteers in Demerara, and proceed through the Indian 
path to Savonette. 

For the Berbice expedition all the vessels, except the 
St. Martensdyk which drew too much water, and two 
merchant vessels, were utilised. They consisted of the 
DolpMn with 1 50 soldiers and marines, the Zephyr with 
110, the long-boat of the Dolphin with 20, the Seven 
Provinces and St. Eustatius with 62, and the colony boat, 
the Hope with 38. 

When on December the 9th, they had given Lieut. Cbombie 
time enough to get up the Demerara, the expedition started 
in good order and proceeded up the river, making the 
negroes run away into the bush, as they saw such an im- 
posing force slowly advancing. The rebels so generally 
retreated, that there was no fighting to be done, although 
detachments were continually sent ashore, their only work 
being to beat out an occasional fire, and look for an enemy 
which they could not find. Opposite Fort Nassau, the 
Dolphin was left at anchor, as she drew too much water to 
go farther, while the other vessels proceeded on their, way. 
On {he Colony plantations a good number of negroes were 
found who were both ready and willing to surrender, 
excusing themselves on the plea that they had been 
forced to join the rebels against their own wishes^ Fifty 
to sixty of them surrendered every day, so that there was 
some difficulty as to their disposal. When the vessels 
arrived at Markey^ news was brought that two of the prtn- 
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cipal parties of the rebels- had retired to the bush, one 
behind the plantation, and the other under Atta, to the 
back of Ha/rdenbroek. 

On the 2dth of December, the expedition arrived at 
Wikkie creek, and on the following day an attack was 
made on a party of rebels. It was so arranged that by 
landing a party of soldiers to catch the negroes in the rear, 
while several boats proceeded up the creek, the enemy 
might be caught between the two fires. Lieut Thielen, who 
commanded the boat expedition, instead of reconnoitring, 
pushed up the creek in a tent boat, in his eagerness going 
at some distance in front of his men. Being thus alone, 
the boat was suddenly exposed to a murderous fire from 
the rebels, who under the command of two of the Surinam 
deserters, were hidden in the bush alongside the creek. 
Tlus firing, which killed or wounded most of the occupants 
of the first boat, including Lieutenant Thiblen, checked the 
cmset of the others, but a few minutes later the party on 
shore arrived, and drove away the enemy. A guard was 
then left at Hardenbroek and the vessels proceeded up the 
river. 

They arrived before Savonetteon December the 28th, 
where they found Lieutenant Cbombib and Captain Smith. 
The party from Demerara had arrived a week before, after 
a fatiguing march through the bush and swamp, and, on 
arriving, had a fight with the rebels, in which fifty or sixty 
of them were killed, and the deserter, Jean Benaud, taken 
prisoner. After making arrangements to keep a guard on 
Savonette^ Captain Smith was allowed to leave and go down 
the river for Demerara, after which the expedition com- 
menced its return to Fort Nassau. 

Meanwhile, the Directors were very busy, and had im- 
pressed upon the States G-eneral the necessity that a crush- 
ing blow should be inflicted on the rebels. Field Marshal 
the Duke of Brunswick was therefore consulted, as to the 
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best means of rendering effectual assistance to Berbice. He 
recommended that volunteers should be invited from every 
regiment, to the number of 50 officers, 78 non-commis- 
sioned officers, 12 drummers, and 468 men, besides 60 
gunners and a few other people such as carpenters &c. 
The cost was estimated at /706,000, but as the expedition 
was going to a desolated country, where nothing could 
be procured, it would be necessary to allow a large 
margin for contingencies. While advocating economy, the 
Duke thought that their High Mightinesses should spare 
no expense, but provide everything necessary for the 
health and comfort of the troops, such as good food and 
drink, clothing, bedding and medicines, as otherwise they 
might suffer from exposure in such a hot climate, and the 
whole object of the expedition be perhaps frustrated. The 
States General on the 11th of July, gave the Duke leave to 
carry out his proposition as soon as possible, and on the 
6th of November a fleet of four large ships and two smaller 
vessels, sailed frcm the Texel, with 660 officers and men. 
They were under the command of Colonel De Salve, who 
was ordered to proceed to Surinam, where he might as* 
certain the best means of assisting Berbice. After a favour- 
able voyage, the fleet arrived in Surinam on the 19th of 
December and sailed for Berbice on the 26th. 

On New Year's Day 1764, when the expedition of the 
Governor and Captain Habinguan was drifting down the 
river, and had arrived opposite Hardenbroek^ a letter was 
brought from Colonel Db Salve, informing Hoogbnhsim 
that he had come to his assistance, with six vessels and 
six hundred States' troops. 

There was not much to be done now, as the rebels were 
thoroughly cowed, and the reinforcements were only of use 
to help in capturing them, and in re-establishing the Gov- 
ernment on a sound footing. On the 2nd of January, 
Miss Geobgb, who had been captured by the rebels after 
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the disaster at Peereboom^ managed to make her escape 
from them. She had been forced by Gofft to become his 
mistress, and since his death, had kept herself apart from 
the rebels by the aid of two or three faithful negroes. 
From this time the Governor was engaged in receiving the 
submission of one party of rebels after another, who were 
put under guard until the Council could meet. 

On the 6th of January the expedition returned back aS 
far as the ruins of Fort Nassau, where the vessels anchored, 
and HoooENHEiM went down to Pin. Eooft to meet Colonel 
De Salve, whose vessel had come up the river. The meet- 
ing was very impressive, the Qovemor naturally feeling 
that now the great burden of responsibility was shared by 
the Colonel, and that he had no further cause for anxiety. 
After discussing the state of affairs, it was agreed that the 
Government should be administered from Dageraad for 
the present, while Colonel De Salve should make his head- 
quarters at New Amsterdam, at the Predicant's House, 
which with the Church, appear to have been the only 
buildings standing in that neighbourhood. Here, logics 
were built for the soldiers, earth-works thrown up and 
palissades erected, to defend it in case the rebels should 
make an attack. A contingent was posted at the Canje, 
and guards placed in several localities, up and down the 
river, while boat patrols kept open the communication be- 
tween them. 

Having heard that the chief Atta was behind Ooedland 
and Ooed Fortuin^ with a large gang of rebels, it was decid- 
ed on the 18th of January, to send thirty-three soldiers 
under a Captain, to dislodge them. Both soldiers and offi- 
cer being unacquainted with bush fighting, were so fiercely 
assailed by the enemy, from behind the trees, that they 
ignominiously retreated, leaving the Captain and several 
others dead. Several other parties were sent out with in- 
different success^ the rebels generally having the advantage, 
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from their superior knowledge of the' forest and savannah. 
An expedition went up the Wikkie and dispersed fifteen 
hundred of the rebels, who left their chief Atta to himself; 
this broke up the main body of the negroes. Shortly after- 
wards Aekaba and Gk)nssABi surrendered themselves, and 
offered their services if pardoned, which the Gk)vemor 
agreed to accept on the understanding that they should 
do their best to bring in all the others. By their aid and 
influence the number of those who surrendered increased 
daily, and became so great that there was considerable 
difficulty in guarding, lodging, and feeding them^^ Most of 
the Colony slaves were now sent to the plantations, and 
put to work on the provision grounds, so that something 
might be done to feed such a host of people as soon as 
possible. 

In February, the Surinam corps was allowed to leave, 
and also the vessel of Salvolani, while the Zephyr was sent 
to Demerara, to let the negroes see what would be brought 
against them if they should dare to follow the example of 
their brethren in Berbice. Fever and dysentry were still 
playing sad havoc with the soldiers, and it being desirable 
that they should leave as soon as possible, the trials were 
hurried over with almost indecent haste. As the only 
remaining Councillors were the Governor and Abbensbtts, 
two others were assumed, to form a Council of Crinunal 
Justice, which sat on the 25th of February. The Governor 
was sorry that there was no such officer as a Fiscal or Pub- 
lic Prosecutor, so that justice might be impartially adminis- 
tered according to law, but as no lawyer could be had he was* 
obliged to be satisfied with the Secretary. There were eight 
hundred prisoners at New Amsterdam, and one hundred of 
these were selected for trial as ringleaders, and sent down 
to Dageraad in irons. On the 2nd of March two Commis- 
saries from the Council commenced the examinations, and 
finished them on the 14th, after which the full Council met 
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on the 16tli, to consider the examinations and sentence the 
prisoners. Fifty-three were sentenced to death and fortyi- 
seven pardoned. The execution took up almost the whole 
of the following day^ when fifteen were burnt to death, 
sixteen broken on the wheel, and twenty two hanged. The >y 
Goyernor was rather shocked at these horrible executions, 
and tried to infuse a little more humanity into the Council, 
but the other members were eager for revenge, and only 
inclined to be lenient when the criminals happened to be 
their own slaves. 

Meanwhile, the rebels who had not surrendered forjned 
themselves into two bands, under the rival chiefs Atta and 
AocABSE, the former remaining near the Wikkie, while his 
enemy entrenched himself behind Markey, protected by a 
cheval de /rise of sharp bamboos, which encircled the whole 
camp. Very heavy rains now commenced to fall, and 
added very much to the discomfort of both parties, while 
the swampy savannahs became uninhabitable for the rebel;". 
To dislodge Accabbe, Colonel De Salve decided in March, 
to fit out a proper bush expedition, provided with eight 
days provisions, 36 rounds of ammunition, and hammocks, 
negro porters being also furnished, to carry the baggage. 
On the 23rd, the party arrived near the rebel camp, and, 
advancing from four different points, surrounded it. After 
two or three hours fighting they succeeded in taking the 
place, killing thirty of the rebels, and capturing their chief, 
his lieutenant and eighty-one others, without the loss 
of a man on the part of the whites, and with only a few 
wounded. Accabbe was anObeahman, a fine robust fellow, 
who had great influence over the negroes, so that his 
capture was a serious loss to the rebels. The insurrection 
might now be considered as virtually at an end. What 
with those who had surrendered, and others captured by 
the soldiers and Indians, the number of slaves who had 
returned by the 29th of March, amounted to 2,600. Atta 
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was captured and brought to the fort ia irons on the 1 5th 
of April. He had been hiding up the Wikkie Creek, where 
AmcATtA and Goussabi managed to capture him by a strata- 
gem. Wlien brought before the Governor, he was so hum- 
bled, that he wanted to kiss his feet, at which Acoabrb, 
who was present, laughed him to scorn. 

V The Indians did a great deal to render the rebels insecure, 

by tracing out their hiding places, and killing and taking 
them prisoners. The Corentyne post-holder paid /1 ,074 
for living captives, and /1 ,080 for 180 right hands of those 
killed. It is stated that the Garibs ate the bodies of the 
negroes killed, but it is doubtful whether such was really 
the case, as it was generally supposed that they had en- 
tirely given up their cannibal practices. 

On the 27th of April, there having been 309 prisoners 
taken with weapons since the last execution, the Council of 
Justice again met, and sentenced 34 to be executed, includ- 
ing the captured chiefs. On the following day seventeen 
were hanged, eight broken on the wheel, and nine burnt, 
seven of the last by a slow fire. The chiefs bore the 
greatest punishment without flinchingi Atta saying, '* The 
Governor is right, I suffer what I deserve." The Governor 
had written to the Directors about these horrible execu- 
tions, asking that they would use their authority to prevent 
them, but before an answer could arrive, a third execution 
took place, when 32 negroes, among them being a chief 
named Fobtuin, were horribly butchered. This was almost 
the last, as the Directors wrote, saying, that, as so many 

^ valuable slaves had been executed, less rigour was now 

necessary, and the Governor must proclaim a general 
amnesty. Being now supported in his humane intentions, 
HoooENHEitf was able to overrule the vindicative measures 
proposed by Abbensetts and the other Councillors. 

The troops had now become so weak by death and dis- 
ease that Colonel De Salyb wished to leave the Colony, and 



BERBICE SLAVE INSURRECTION. 209 

in July« lie received authority from their High Mightinesses 
to return 9 if he thought this could be done without risk 
to Berbice. The Colonel was sick himself when the Order 
arrived^ and on consulting l^e Governor, a cnrcular was 
sent out to the planters, (who had mostly returned to their 
estates) asking them to sign a certificate that the rebellion 
was now suppressed, which being done, De Salve prepared 
to leave in August. A garrison of a hundred volunteers 
remained behind, under the command of Major Foubgeaod, 
with ordws to stay in Berbice until they should be relieved. 
Fort Nassau had by thia time been put in some sort of 
order, so that these soldiers were able to live there and 
defend the stores, while the troops of the Association kept 
guard at the posts. All the munitions of war, as well as 
HM>st of the provisions and stores, were left behind, an in- 
ventory being taken so that they might be charged to the 
Directors, but this was never done. When preparing to 
depart, it was found that so many sailors had died, or were 
sick, that the vessels could not be manned, and it was 
necessary to send to St Eustatius for seamen before they 
could leave. At last, the vessels sailed for St Eustatius on 
the 24th of November, but owing to unfavourable weather, 
were obliged to put in at Curasao. Here they remained 
for a month, to ^ve the invalids a chance of recovery, and 
at last. Colonel De Salve being much better, they sailed 
for the Netherlands. 

The insurrection was now suppressed, and the slaves 
thoroughly cowed, but Berbice was almost ruined. Of 236 
whites only 116 now remained, some having fled, others 
died, and a few been murdered by the negroes. In review- 
ing the course of events, it is surprising to see that so few 
whites were killed, but this was probably due to the fact, 
that absolutely no defence was made, the cowardly fel- 
lows ran away on the first rumours of the revolt. Several 
cases of extreme atrocity show what might have been the 
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fate of the colonists, had some of those mentioned by Copft 
been captured. Perhaps the most horrible was that of one 
^ of the Colony surgeons, who is said to have been skinned 
alive by the rebels in revenge, the negroes believing he had 
tried to poison them with his mediciaes. One poor lady 
committed suicide, rather than submit to the embraces of 
one of the rebel chiefs, she fearing the same fate that be* 
fell poor Miss George. 

It was a very difficult task for the Governor to put 
things in order, and the work naturally took up a great 
deal of time. Many of the sugar mills had been burnt, the 
provision grounds and cane fields were choked with weeds, 
imported provisions were very scarce, and altogether, the 
prospect before the planter was most disheartening. Only 
six of the Colony plantations were found worth renovating, 
while many of the private plantations were never restored 
to their former state. The Colony slaves were reduced from 
1,451 to 1,072, while those belonging to private planters, 
had decreased from 2,800 to 1,892. It will be noticed that 
the loss of Colony slaves was less in proportion than that 
of the private planters ; this was due to the fact that the 
leaders in the insurrection belonged to private estates, while 
the negroes of the Colony plantations showed an inclina- 
tion to remain faithful, and only joined the rebels under 
compulsion. 

As would naturally be expected, the slaves were now 
kept imder the strictest discipline. Some of the masters 
even went so far as to revenge themselves on the negroes, 
and a few of them were brought before the Council, but the 
punishments inflicted were very trifling, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the Governor to administer justice in an im- 
partial manner. The Directors were so perplexed by their 
financial difficulties, that for some time, nothing was done 
to re-establish order and sound government, although 
HooGENHEiM tried his best to put things straight. Sixteen 
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of the slaves who had helped in various ways to capture the 
rebels^ were given their freedom by the Directors, but the 
virulence of the planters still continued. On the 15th of 
December 1764, nine of the rebels were executed, in accord- 
ance with the sentences of the Council of Justice, but after 
this execution the Governor proclaimed a general pardon, 
which was read to the assembled crowd of negroes, who 
had been brought to see the punishment, on which they 
cried out, " Dankje ! Dankje 1" (Thanks ! Thanks !) 

The ideas of the Governor in regard to the re-establish- 
ment of the colony, were very liberal, but he was far in 
advance of the Directors. The planters were almost ruined, 
and wanted more slaves to put their plantations in work- 
ing order, as well as capital to carry on the necessary 
repairs and replace the buildings that had been destroyed. 
The Governor thought they should be allowed six years 
freedom from taxes, and that four hundred soldiers should 
be always kept ia the colony. A proper fort should be built 
on the point between the Canje and the Berbice, at a cost 
of /200,000, redoubts for the different posts for /50,000, 
and, to maintain these defences, /50,000 would be required 
annually. After the end of the six years, the planters 
ought to be able to contribute towards the expenses of the 
establishment, but, to enable them to do this, the old 
settlers should be assisted, and new ones encouraged to 
settle near the new fort, where he thought a town might 
be laid out. The amount required, besides this, would be 
about /8,000,000, with which sum 10,000 slaves might be 
imported from Guinea at/300 per head. Another million 
would be required to provide materials, tools, and other 
necessaries, for re-establishing the plantations. To raise 
such a capital, at a time when the colony was so unhealthy 
for Europeans, would, the Governor knew, be difficult, but 
he hoped that the sickness would soon be over, and per- 
haps their High Mightinesses might guarantee interest on 
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a loan. The planters should be bound to keep one white 
man to every fifteen slaves, which would prevent trouble in 
the future. If aU these things were done, the colony would 
recover, and the planters be soon able to pay off its liabili- 
ties, but if mean and petty measures were taken, it would 
never recover. 

Now that all the excitement of the conflict was over, the 
Qovemor became sick, and applied to the Directors for his 
dismissal, saying that his memory was impaired, and that, 
although only thirty-five years of age, he already felt like 
an old man. As he had no means of living in the fether- 
land without working, he took the liberty of putting himself 
under the consideration of their Honourables. He had 
been sixteen years in the Military service, and would be glad 
if they could help him in procuring a commission in the 
Army of the State. 

The Directors were so embarrassed in 1764, that they 
could hardly decide whether the colony was worth keeping 
or not. They were absolutely penniless, and hampered by 
the liabilities incurred in sending assistance to Berbice, 
while at the same time, no produce had been received to 
meet these liabilities. There was no thought of paying for 
the States vessels and troops as yet, but the expenses of 
their own vessels and soldiers, and those from Surinam 
and St Eustatius, must be provided for. On the 16th of 
May 1764, they decided to make a call on the shareholders 
for eight per cent, i.e. /1 60 per share, which was paid, 
but did no more than settle a few of the most pressing 
demands. Then the free planters sent a petition against 
their being bound to pay for the different expeditions, as, if 
such a burden weie put upon them, they would be obliged 
to leave the colony. Provision had to be made for 150 
to 200 soldiers, and the Directors asked the States to allow 
their troops to stay, but as the climate was so unhealthy 
only a hundred were left until the Directors should be able 
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to relieve them. The States General was so liberal as to 
give them /1 2,000, to provide for the soldiers, and pro- 
mised an annual contribution for twelve years towards their 
support, at the same time presenting them with all the 
ammunition and stores left by Colonel Db Salve. These 
contributions helped, but were by no means sufficient. 
New officials were wanted, and money was absolutely 
necessaiy to pay for their passage and out-fits. At last, 
they petitioned the States of Holland and West Vriesland, 
who decided to advance /500,000, in sums of / 50,000 at 
two and a half per cent interest, on condition that no 
dividend should be declared until the debt was paid off, 
and that they should give a proper account of their affairs 
whenever called upon. 

Although the Directors were desirous of keeping Hooqen- 
HBIM in Berbice, they were obliged to comply with his wish 
to retire, and appointed another Governor on the 10th of 
September, 1764. He was named Johan Hetligeb, and is 
distinguished as Johan's zoon or Johannes Filius, meaning 
the same as the English junior. He was a native of St. 
Eustatius, had lived in Essequebo, and was the grantee of 
a piece of land which included what are now the plantations 
of Werh-en^Baist^ La Penitence and Buimveld in Demerara. 
Going out by way of St. Eustatius, he did not arrive in 
Berbice until the 28th of May, 1765. Hoogbnheim left a few 
days afterwards, and on his arrival in the Netherlands, was 
received honourably by the Directors and their High Mighti- 
nesses, who, after his health had been re-established, 
appointed him a Major of the States troops. 

New Officials were now appointed, to fill up the vacan- 
cies caused by death, and the discharge of some who had 
proved incompetent, or left the colony during the revolt. 
There was plenty of work for all, but they laboured under 
very great difficulties, from want of capital. An extra- 
ordinary head-tax of one guilder was imposed, against 
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which the planters protested as being contrary to the Ghar- 
ter, while a tax of five per cent was deducted from the 
salaries of the officials. The epidemic seems to hare spent 
itself about the time of Hetligeb's arriyal, and this was an 
advantage to the colony, but little could be done by the 
(Governor, as the Directors thought the planters ought to 
contribute more towards the expenses, while they on the 
contrary expected everything to be done by the Association. 
Between the two, Heylioeb found himself very uncom- 
fortable, as he could please neither, and in 1767, on a plea 
of lameness and ill health, be asked for leave of absence, or 
if that could not be given, for his discharge. In accordance 
with this demand, the Directors accepted his resignation 
on the 23rd of November, 1767. 
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ODHE Berbice insuTFection was reported in Essequebo 
and Demerara about the middle of Maroh. On the 



I 



16th, an extraordinary meeting of the Council of 
Justice was held, when the Directeur-Q^neral stated that he 
had received most painful tidings from Berbice — of planta- 
tions destroyed and Christians horribly murdered — and, as 
it was possible that some of the rebels might come over to 
these riyers, he proposed that certain provisions should be 
made, which he hoped, with Qod's assistance^ would pre- 
vent this. The following orders were directed to be pub- 
lished both in Essequebo and Demerara : — 

!• If a Manager shall find any of the rebels on his planiation« he shall 
be bound to give an alanui by firing two shots shortly after each other. 



216 HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

and the same five minntes afterwards ; to be repeated from plantation 
to plantation, until Fort Zeelandia shall take it up ; those having no 
cannons to fire with muskets. 

2. For the present, every one is forbidden to fire any other shotst 
even with an ordinary musket, on pain of severe correction. 

3. In regard to the Burghers, every one is bound to carry out the 
orders of their respective Captains, and at the first alarm to assemble at 
the houses of their Officers, properly armed, and then proceed to Fort 
Zeelandia. 

4. And, as no expedition can proceed without slaves, every one shall 
contribute according to the list made in 1762, so that 200 negroes may 
be provided, together with provisions for fourteen days. 

Gednby Claekb, Collector of Customs and a member of 
the Council of Barbados, together with his son Gedney 
Clab^, junior, owned at that time four plantations in 
Demerara. Hearing on the 25th of March from a Mr. 
Wiltshire, who had just come from Demerara, that Cob- 
NELis Anderson had fled from Berbice to Demerara with 
126 slaves on the 17th, that the negroes in the former colony 
were in revolt, and that they had threatened to come over 
to Demerara, he began to fear for his properties. Imme- 
diately therefore, on hearing the news« he sent a sloop 
with ammunition and other necessaries, and three days 
after, on the 28th, managed to despatch three more 
vessels, with fifty Barbadian volunteers under the command 
of Capt. Smith. He at the same time sent information of 
the affair to Governor Db Windt at St. Eustatius, and was 
instrumental in procuring assistance for Berbice from that 
island. On their arrival the Barbados volunteers took up 
their quarters at the Loo^ to which estate they feared the 
rebels would come from Berbice, through the Indian path, 
and there they threw up an earth-work round the buildingSi 
and otherwise strengthened it against assault. 

At the meeting of the Council of Justice on the 12th of 
April, the Directeur-General reported that they had been 
obliged to send to Barbados for assistance, and vessels and 
men had already arrived. It was reasonable that the colo- 
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nistB should pay the expense, but a9 he understood the 
Barbadians were only sent to protect the English plantations 
they need not offer payment, but if it was demanded then 
every plantation would be bound to contribute. 

It was resolved that every manager finding a rebel should 
give information, on pain of a fine of /1,000 ; that every 
slave should have his free Saturdays and proper rations, on 
pain of the same fine ; and also that no one should give 
Hltum or spirits to any of the soldiers, or particularly the 
slaves, on pain of a fine of /600. 

Governor Hooginheim had written a letter to the Direc- 
teur*Gl^neraI, asking for help, but very little could be given 
him ; it was agreed however that a vessel should be sent 
to carry the news to Surinam, and that the free Indians 
should be asked to try and keep the rebels from escaping 
up the river Berbice. 

Gbavisakde wrote to the Directors, informing them that 
Demerara was in a state of consternation ; Berbice was not 
far away, and the path overland quite open, so that great 
fears were entertained. There had been a slight disturb- 
ance on Mr. Bibhikgham's plantation (Dalgin) which caused 
some of the planters to come down the river. Three 
vessels had arrived from Barbados, one of them an English 
man-of-war ; the Directeur-General did not know who had 
sent the last, but the two privateers had been sent by 
Gbdnet Clabee. a guard had been placed at the Mablissa 
Greek, which left early in May, as the Marines had been 
ordered to return. 

In reporting to the States (General, the Directors said 
that everything was peaceful in Essequebo. There had 
been reports of a riot, but these were untrue. Gbivssandb 
and Bebghbtoe had done everything possible to keep away 
the rebels. If Gbavisande had sent to the Governor of 
Barbados for assistance in the name of their High Mighti- 
nesses they had no doubt it would have been rendered ; he 
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still intended to do so if circumstances required it, to 
the extent of 200 men, but at present there was no proba- 
bility of this being necessary. It would be desirable to 
attack the rebels from Demerara and cut off their retreat^ 
as if they should come over and fortify themselves, they 
would become a future danger to that river. 

HooGENHEiM wTote to the Directeur-Q^neral on the 18th 
of April, saying that the Caribs would be a great help if 
they could be induced by Gbavesandb to give their assis- 
tance, and go over to Savonette with a few whites, to 
regain that plantation and the Accaway post. Patrols 
were reconnoitring the neighbourhood daily, and he hoped 
soon to give the rebels a lesson. Q-bavibsande might keep 
the faithful Colony slaves, who had been sent to Demerara, 
for the present, as he could do nothing with them in 
Berbice. 

The slight disturbance on Dalgin was naturally exagge- 
rated, but the owner himself thought nothing of it, and did 
not care to have any of his slaves taken before the Council 
of Justice. Orders were seat to him to forward them to 
Fort Island, but he refused. The matter was considered 
on the 9th of May, when the Commandeur of Demerara 
complained that Mr. Edward Birmingham had been so 
insolent that he had been obliged to arrest him. He had 
said that he laughed at the Commandeur's orders, and 
refused to have his people arrested. It was decided that he 
should be excused this time if he apologised to the Com- 
mandeur. 

At the same meeting it was reported that a plot existed 
on the Company's plantations, DuynevJmrg and Agtekerke^ 
as well as on some of the private estates, to revolt and send 
their Managers back to the fatherland, but not to injure 
them. At the following meeting in July, it was stated that 
the report was untrue, and the story tellers were ordered 
to be whipped. On the 1st of August, Swart, a driver and 
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a white man, was charged witb trying, while the master was 
absent, to induce the negroes of Mr. Struts' plantation to 
steal a boat, and go to Berbice to join the rebels. He was 
sentenced to be whipped and branded, both ears to be cut 
off, and finally banished from the colony. 

Up to the end of the year, the inhabitants of Demerara 
were very much concerned on account of the Berbice rebels 
being still at large, but after the expedition of December) 
their fears began to abate. The Directors sent out fifty 
extra soldiers, and thanked Commandeur Beboheyoe for his 
activity in taking measures for preserving the river Deme- 
rara, and, as a further proof of their satisfaction, sent him 
a cask of red wine. In another letter they again thanked 
him for his vigilance, but nothing was said of Gbdnet 
Clabee and his help, which came at the critical moment. 
Probably they looked upon the expedition from Barbados 
as being a private matter, and only intended, as was said in 
the Council of Justice, for the protection of the English 
plantations. Even the Indians received the thanks of the 
Company, and the Carib, Accaway and Arawack chiefs, who 
had rendered their assistance, were presented with silver 
necklaces, on which the monogram G.W.C. (Geoctroyed 
West-Indische Compagnie) was engraved. 

On the 12th of May 1764, Commandeur Beboheyoe died 
in Demerara, and was provisionally succeeded by Miohael 
Loop, but this appointment was not confirmed by the Direc- 
tors. The new Commandeur, Jan Cobnblis van den Hbd- 
VEL, was appointed on the 19th of August 1765, witb a 
salary of thirty guilders a month, besides rations, this 
being an advance of ten guilders on that of his predeces- 
sors. He arrived in January following, and his arrival 
was announced in a Publication which is interesting as a 
specimen of these documents : — 

We LimtKini Siobm yak b' Obaybsajibb, Direotenr-Oeneral, and the Coun- 
oiUon of both Colleges* of the Colony and anderlying Districts of Esseqaebo 
and Semerary, fto. &o. ftc. 

2f2 



220 HISTORY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 

The Hbbb Johajt Cobvblis tah dbv Hsutk has arri?ed by the ship Land 
of Oanaan, in his quality as Commaiidear, fte., te., &c. 

Also, their Honoarables have beard that, ootwithstaDding the prohibitioD 
against the shipment of sugar from the colony, otherwise than by vessels go- 
ing direct from here to Zeeland, some inhabitants, especially of Bemerary. 
have shipped their sugar to St. Enstatios or elsewhere ; this is stiictly for- 
bidden on pain of confiscation and a fine of three times the value on the 
planter or other contraveners, besides prosecution of the Oaptain by the Fis- 
cal. And further, their Honourables offer a reward of 25 guilders per hogs- 
head, for information of the shipment of sugar otherwise than permitted, and 
the names of the informers shall be kept secret. 

Those who capture runaway slaves are bound to restore them to their 
owners. 

The Prayer (Thanksgiving) Day will be held at the Port on the seoood 
Wednesday in April. Bio Essequebo at Fort Zeelandia the 7th of January 1766. 

The Ordinance of His Excellency and the Honourable Gentlemen Coun- 
cillors. 

The New Commandeur lived on Borsselen Island, where 
residences had lately been erected for him and his Assist- 
ant, together with a kitchen, Company's store, logie for 
the soldiers, and a stelling. Bebohetoe had resided on his 
plantation, the Pearly which was on the east bank of the 
Demerara, nearly opposite Borsselen. Van den Hbxjvbl 
was entirely subordinate to the Dlrecteur> General and had 
received orders from the Directors not to introduce any 
alterations without consulting his superior. 

Although it appeared as if the Commandeurship was 
now outside the family of Gbavesandb, this was soon recti- 
fied by Van den Heuvel marrying the widow of Bbbohbyck. 
The Directeur-General about this time lost another son 
named Geeabd Johan, and the Directors condoled with him 
on his misfortunes. He worked hand in hand with his 
new son-in-law, and often visited Demerara to see how 
things were progressing. The Directors wrote to him in 
September 1765, thanking him for his energy in taking 
measures to improve the two rivers, at the same time pro- 
mising an increase in the garrison, of sober, strong and 
good soldiers, although, they said, men of such characters 



GRA VESANDPS ADMlNlSTRA TtOtf. 22l 

were rather hard to procure. They also gave him strict 
orders to collect the acre money, and to pass an Ordinance 
for a stamp duty, so as to increase the income of the colony. 
They could not do much to increase his salary, on account 
of the difficulty with the Ten, but they raised his Table 
Money from three to six hundred guilders, and sent him a 
cask of red wine as a present. 

On the 18th of August 1766, a Predicant named Hebkan- 
NTJS LiNGius was at last appointed, to look after the reli* 
gious services in Demerara, he being probably a brother of 
the Minister of Bssequebo. He preached in the Govern- 
ment building on Borsselen Island or at the houses of the 
planters in the neighbourhood, as there was no proper 
Church in Demerara at that time, nor even for a long 
time afterwards. Whether there was still an English 
Clergyman is doubtful, but it is probable that there 
was one in Demerara, and even a Roman Catholic priest, 
but, as these were discountenanced, they must have kept 
themselves in the background. Lutherans and Anglicans 
were tolerated, but Roman Catholics were disliked, while 
the authorities of both rivers refused permission for Jews 
to settle. As will be seen later, the inhabitants enforced the 
prohibition against Jews in opposition to the wishes of the 
Directors. 

The long dispute between the Chamber of Zeeland and 
the Ten still hampered both Essequebo and Demerara, and 
disheartened the Directeur-G^neral so much, that he be- 
came somewhat careless as to whether produce was shipped 
to Zeeland or not. The official exports were however in- 
creasing slowly, there having been shipped in 1 764, 2956^ 
hhds. sugar, 31 brls and 211 bags coffee, and 2 bales cot- 
ton, in eight vessels, while in 1766 nine vessels took away 
4120 hhds. sugar, 37 brls and 2532 bags coffee, and 101 
bales cotton. It will be noticed that the Demerara coffee 
and cotton plantations were beginning to make an impres- 
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gion on the exports, but not to the extent which might be 
reasonably expected, nor sufficient to please the Directors. 
It had been reported to them that Gravesandb allowed ves- 
sels from Amsterdam to discharge and load, without the 
indispensable *'wood and salt letter/' and they blamed 
liinn very much, hinting at the same time that he appeared 
to be favourable to the other party. Being a planter him- 
self, he naturally sympathised with the others in this mat- 
ter and probably felt as strongly as they did in regard to 
the Zeeland monopoly. At any rate, he was so much hurt 
at the reproof of the Directors, that, when he was refused 
leave of absence, he sent in his resignation, which the 
Directors refused to accept, as they wished to get over 
their difficulty with the Ten before making any alterations 
in the colony. 

About 1766, a bank was established in Amsterdam by 
Helm Boddaebt, to advance money to the planters of Esse- 
quebo and Demerara on mortgages, from which there fol- 
lowed an influx of capital into the colony. This did good 
for a time, but as it was mostly spent on plantations up 
the river, which became worn out in a few years, it ulti- 
mately caused a great deal oi trouble. 

In September 1765, Gbavesande reported to the Council 
of Policy the arrival of a vessel in Demerara, which had not 
entered at Fort Zeelandia. He had prohibited the ship- 
ping of produce by her, but on the petition of the inhabit- 
ants this was allowed on certain conditions. On the 6th 
of October 1766, regulations for a Council of Justice for 
Demerara, were passed by the Council of Essequebo. In 
the absence of the Commandeur, one of the Councillors 
from Essequebo waa to preside, and in case of none of 
these being able to attend, the oldest Burgher Captain. 
This Council, which afterwards developed into the College 
of Keisheers, numbered six, and superintended the different 
districts, the Officers being at this time as follows : — 
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On the East Bank : 

Captain P. Haley from the Sea Coast to Land of Canaan 

Lieutenant Rutsch from Land of Canaan to plan faf ion of J. VoLAca 

(Elizabeth.) 

Ensign Codiv from plantation of Yolage to the last plantation. 
On the West Bank. 

Captain Booaert from last plantation to that of J. B. BuHeABDi, 

(Berlin.) 

Lieutenant Db Sohaabb from that of Slingarde to that of Heyl- 

burg. 

Ensign Yav dbb Loth from that of Hejlburg t« that of J Boobe in 

Boeraserie. 

Besides these there were Sergeants in each distriot. 

The Burgher Officers met every three months at Borsse- 
len, on the first Mondays in March, June, September, and 
December, and were subject to a fine of fifty guilders for 
absence without lawful excuse. In these districts they 
were bound to maintain order, and respect for the regula- 
tions, as well as for all commands of the Directeur* Gtene* 
ral. All civil disputes, where the amount in question did 
not exceed 150 guilders, as well as criminal matters, could 
be decided by the CoUege of Burgher Officers, but appeals 
might be made to Essequebo. 

In 1767, the first representatives of the Burghery or 
citizens were, by Besolution of the Chamber of Zeeland, 
admitted into the Council of Policy. Up to that time 
this Council had consisted of the Directeur-General, the 
Commandeur of Demerara, the Captain of tbe troops, the 
Managers of the three Company's plantations, and the 
Secretary. It was now decided that only the oldest Mana- 
ger should have a seat, the other two being replaced by 
two citizens. The Council of Justice now consisted of all 
the Official Members of the other Council except the Com- 
pany's Managersi together with four of the most influential 
of the citizens, two from each river, those from Essequebo 
being nominated by the College of Keisheers, and those 
from Demerara, by the Burgher Officers. When a vacancy 
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ooourred, the respectiye bodies nominated a double number 
of tbe most influential, pious, and learned of the Burghers, 
members of the Reformed Church, from whom the Council- 
lors were chosen. No Fiscal having been yet appointed, 
the Directeur-G^eneral acted as Public Prosecutor, as well 
as President of all the Colleges. Demerara appears to 
have had a Council of petty affairs, consisting of the Com- 
mandeur and two of the Burgher Officers. None of these 
received any remuneration for their services, but when 
those from Demerara went to Fort Island, they were enti- 
tled to free board and lodging during the session. In each 
colony was a Yendue-Master and an Orphan Chamber, 
while the soldiers were under a Captain in Essequebo, and 
a Lieutenant in Demerara. The Secretary was the most 
important official next to the Directeur-General, and in 
some cases corresponded immediately with the Directors, 
being in this respect above the Commandeur of Demerara. 
From the work of an English surgeon*, who lived in 
Demerara at this time, some further particulars may be 
gleaned concerning the condition of the two rivers. The 
Brandwagt was armed with several patereroes, these being 
quite insufficient to defend the river against even one vessel 
of any force, yet this was the only fortification in Demerara. 
On the Island Borsselen was the residence of the Comman- 
deur, and there the Courts of Justice were held and the 
Company's troops stationed. Demerara promised to become a 
most flourishing colony if it received proper encourage- 
ment, but the Dutch did not bestow as much attention on 
these colonies as they deserved. The plantations were 750 
roods deep, and varied from 500 to 1500 in facade, 24 ft 
being reserved between each for a road, in case a second 
row should be formed behind the first. Sugar plantations 
were the most profitable, but persons of small means con- 
tented themselves with coffee or cotton estates. The sugar 

*Baaoran'B Eaiay on Uie Vatoxal Hiatory of CHiiana. 
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mills were either driyen by mules, obtained by illicit traffic 
with the Orinoco, or else by wind or water. The dwelling- 
houses were usually surrounded by piazzas, which were 
considered particularly convenient. The plantations near 
the coast were the most valuable, but more expensive, 
on account of the drainage required. Many of the 
largest and most flourishing plantations belonged to British 
subjects^ who had succeeded in producing good rum, which 
the Dutch had not before their arrival known how to manu- 
facture. The other inhabitants were French, Swiss and 
Germans, many of whom had been induced by the acci- 
dents of life to seek asylums in distant countries, from 
which they were often enabled to return in opulence. AH 
labour was done by the negroes, and even the white 
mechanics did little more than oversee and direct the slaves, 
who were at least five times as numerous as the whites, 
and were therefore kept in submission by strict discipline, 
which not only contributed to the safety of the whites, but 
also to the happiness of the slaves. The writer implies 
that want of order tended to produce insurrections and 
riots, and that there could be no medium, otherwise the 
lives of the masters would be in imminent danger. Their 
evidence against a white man was not valid ; an attempt 
to strike one of the favoured race was punished by death, 
and the master and overseers not only had the power to in- 
flict corporeal punishment, but if they killed a negro were 
only subject to a fine. This treatment had the appearance 
of cruelty, and could not be reconciled to the principles of 
justice and equity ; many things however, which were 
repugnant to humanity might be excused on account of 
their necessity, and for self preservation. 

The expense of maintaining the slaves was very trifling. 
When purchased, each was supplied with a piece of ground, 
on which he worked on Sundays, and, after the first year 
had expired, he depended on this for ground provisions, 
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receiying in addition a weekly allowance of a pound and a 
half of salt fish, which was all that the master contributed 
to his support. The only clothing provided by the master, 
was a piece of coarse blue or brown linen, to wear below 
the waist, and a blanket to cover himself at night, when 
sleeping on the bare boards. 

The slaves diminished in numbers unless recruited by 
fresh supplies from Africa. How this happened Dr. Ban- 
0B07T could not understand, as they were more healthy, 
robust and vigorous than their masters. They were in- 
deed spurred to industry with the whip, but coarse food 
and hard labour were, he considered, always accompanied 
with the blessings of increased health and vigour, which 
the effeminate sons of luxury might justly envy, but could 
never attain. The Doctor thought the real cause of the 
decrease was the indiscriminate intercourse of the slave 
women with white men, and the numerous abortions pro- 
duced by certain medicines. To prevent the latter perni- 
cious practice, some of the planters had adopted a System 
of rewards and immunities to fruitful women. 

The inhabitants derived a great deal of assistance from 
the Indians, some of whom resided on every plantation, 
and were employed mostly in hunting and fishing. These 
people were however given to intemperance, and their 
manners had become different from those of the natives in 
the interior, who had preserved their natural innocence and 
simplicity. Several of the most considerable families in 
Essequebo derived their origin from alliances with the In- 
dians, by which connections great influence was gained by 
the Dutch. The Directeur-G-eneral reserved to himself the 
decision of their differences, and was able to prohibit the 
tribes from quarrelling with each other, and although he 
had no means of enforcing his commands, yet they gave 
him humble and implicit obedience. 

There were no public roads, and therefore the only 
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means of travelling was by tent boatSi proyided with six to 
ten oars, rowed by Indians or negroes, and always with 
the tide. When the tide turned the traveller had no inn to 
stop at, but he was made welcome at any plantation, the 
hospitality of the colony not allowing money to be received 
anywhere for food or drink, and a stranger was welcome to 
remain for months or even years. 

From the instructions to the Captain of a slave vessel 
we are able to understand the manner of doing business in 
Demerara at this time. He was ordered to take his cargo 
there, and on his arrival put himself in communication with 
the consignees, who would provide a medical officer, who 
together with the ship's surgeon, would assort the negroes, 
and separate the healthy and strong from those who were 
sickly or weak. After the sorting was finished, the healthy 
negroes were to be divided into seven lots, four of which 
were to be delivered to the consignees, while the remaining 
three lots, and the sick, were to be sold by public vendue 
on account of the charterers. The cargo was estimated at 
about three hundred, of whom it was expected that twenty 
would be set aside, leaving 160 for the consignees and 120 
to those interested in the vessel. The Captain was to use 
his judgment as to the disposing of the lots belonging to 
the latter, but the sick were to be got rid of at once, by 
public vendue, for what they would fetch. He must collect 
from the consignees, within three months, 330 guilders per 
head, in good bills of exchange at six months, and give Mr. 
E., for his trouble in looking after the consignment, a com* 
mission of one and a half per oent., and if he (Mr. JS.) 
should provide a cargo within three months, five per cent 
on its value. The Captain was expected to get more than 
330 guilders per head for those belonging to the charterers, 
which he might sell for produce or otherwise to the^best 
advantage. * 

* Brieron, AriftodoinQf an Sinoerus, 
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The planters of Demerara still complained of the want 
of sufficient slaves, and their high prices. Even G-bayssandb 
himself complained in 1764, that they had been sold at 
exorbitant prices, 400 to 450 guilders being commonly paid^ 
while many exceeded 600 guilders per head. Secretary 
Spoobs, as Vendue Master, seemed to do pretty much as he 
liked, preferring to send a slave vessel away with her cargo 
of negroes untouched, rather than run any risk, although 
the debts on slaves were pref erent, and he could order an 
immediate execution if the instalments were not paid 
when due. 

From 1764 to 1769, Gednet Clabeb and his son were 

continually bringing forward their claim for the expenses 

of the Barbados reinforcements, and keeping the matter 

before the Directors. The meanness of the Company gave 

them the opportunity of disputing their responsibility, on 

the ground that the expedition was authorised neither by 

the Directors nor any person in authority in the two rivers. 

The Clabxes were willing to take half the cost, which 

amounted to £80U0, but the Directors would only authorise 

one third of the claim, and when an eictra head-tax of 2 

guilders was imposed to pay this, the colonists protested 

against it. Disputes of a similar nature often cropped up 

later, but none of them show more than this the general 

pettiness of everything connected with the protection and 

defence of the colony. Of course the Directeur-General 

considered the claim as an honest one, but could do nothing 

in his official capacity, especially when his Council was 

ready to protest, for fear of extra taxes.* 

On the 25th of October 1766, the inhabitants of both 
colonies were alarmed by severe earthquake shocks, which 
were said to have lasted five minutes. Some of the brick 
walls fell down, bells rang, crockery flew off the shelves, 
and muskets were thrown down from their supports. This 

* It dOM not appear that the Clarkea eyer reoelred anj portion of their oUIodl 
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was followed on the 24tli and 27th bj slighter shocks, 
whioh put the people in great fear and caused them to run 
out of their houses, but very little real damage resulted. 

GsAVESANDE Still had an hankering after the supposed 
riches of the interior, and reported to the Directors in 
1765, that one of his pioneers had seen mountains far up 
the Masaruni, that looked as if they had pyramids on the 
top. This was probably Boraima, and the Directors told 
Gbavbsandb to send some one to the place to look for gold 
and silver, but as nothing came of it, it may be presumed 
that the cost of the expedition preyented its being carried 
out, especially as the Directeur-General was not on very 
good terms with the Chamber at this time. In 1769, 
however, Gsavbsaj^de sent Gbbbit Janson, the post-bolder 
of Arinda, up the Essequebo and Bupununi, to seek for 
crystal mines. He went up the river Mahu to Lake 
Amucu, and found the hitherto unknown tribe, the 
Wapisianas, who had killed three Europeans some time 
previous, but received Janson in a kindly manner. They 
gave him samples of crystals and nitre, but would not 
allow him to search for them, or show him where they were 
to be found. The assistant post-holder afterwards visited 
them on a trading expedition without much benefit, and, as 
these expeditions were very expensive, and brought nothing 
valuable, they were discouraged by the Directors. 

In 1768, a negro named Tamfooo, who had been whipped 
and condemned to work in chains for life, but afterwards 
pardoned, reported having discovered a camp of bush 
negroes near the Bupununi, who were under a Berbice run- 
away named Peteb. Gkavesandb collected a party of 
Garibs, and sent them with Tamfooo, to destroy the camp, 
who on their return reported that they had killed Pbtes and 
some of the others, and exhibited their barbecued right 
hands as evidence. Shortly afterwards Piteb himself came 
down with a party of Arawacks, and made a complaint 
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tliat Tahpooo and the Oaribs had attacked his village, aad 
murdered his wife and children. Fending further enquiry, 
Tahpooo was locked up, but he managed to hang himself 
before the investigation took place. 

The Spaniards from the Orinoco sometimes came as far 
as the post, which had been lately established near the 
mouth of the Moroco. In April 1769, a party, consisting 
of two Franciscan priests and ten other Spaniards, came to 
the post, to look for some Indians who had run away from 
the Missions, and applied to the post-holder to buy 
provisions. The provision having been sold and paid for, 
the party went further on their search. The cowardly 
post-holder got so frightened that he would not wait for 
their return but hid himself in the bush, with his slaves 
and goods, so that when the party came back for more 
provisions, they found the place deserted, except by t^o 
Indian women. These they took away, in revenge for the 
post-holder's foolishness, and threatened to confiscate 
everything, if they could find it. In returning towards 
the Orinoco they found a soldier who had been to that 
river and captured two runaways ; these latter they took 
away, on the plea that they had been captured on Spanish 
territory, leaving the soldier to go back and report the 
matter. 

By this time, the plantations in Demerara were all, more 
or less, under cultivation, but the number of acres planted 
on each was very small in proportion to the area of the 
estates. Almost all the land along the West Coast had 
been granted, so that there were now about 130 planta- 
tions in Demerara, and only about 70 in Essequebo, the 
younger colony outstripping the other in number already 
although not yet quite equal in the quantity of land under 
cultivation. At least a third of the plantations in Deme- 
rara were in the hands of English settlers, and the 
necessity for further expansion was ahready beginning to 
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be felt. Gednbt Clabee saw tlie presBing need for a 
proper seat of government near the mouth of the river, in 
1763, and the matter became apparent to the authorities 
about 1770. Now that the plantations had extended so far 
below Borsselen Islandi the site of the government office 
became very inconvenient. Commandeur Van Den Heuvel 
received six of the colony slaves to help him in building a 
house near the Brandwagt, in July 1770, so that it appears 
as if he had some idea of living there himself. Vessels 
coming to Demerara, where they were now allowed to 
enter without going to Fort Island, found it very trouble- 
some to have to go up the river, and discharge or load a 
cargo for, or from, one of the coast estates. The buildings 
on the island were also getting out of repair, and there was 
room neither for a proper set of government offices nor a 
fort. The inhabitants wanted a fort that could protect the 
river, but it was quite obvious that nothing on Borsselen 
Island could do that. A Brandwagt was however estab- 
lished on the island, protected by a battery, and manned 
by a small garrison. The Commandeur would not hear of 
removing the seat of government, but persisted in recom- 
mending the island as the best place, probably because it 
was so conveniently situated for his own plantation. 

Van den Hetjvel did not care very much for the welfare 
of Demerara, but looked more after his private estate. At 
first, he was in hopes of succeeding his father-in-law as 
Directeur-Gbneral, but afterwards he became quite dis- 
gusted with the Zealand Chamber and its petty economies. 
His salary of thirty guilders a month was even considered 
quite absurd by the English planters, who paid about the 
same to their overseers, with better board and lodging. 
Some of the settlers offered to double it out of their 
own pockets, and Van den Hettvbl wrote to the Directors 
asking them to allow this, but they indignantly refused. 
It would never do to let a Commandeur be under obliga- 
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tions to the private planters, but they were too mean to 
raise the salary themselves. This was the '* last straw/' 
and ended in his resignation, which was accepted on the 
24th of December, 1770. 

Meanwhile, the dispute between the Chamber of Zeeland 
and the Ten, had been going on at intervals since 1750, 
without there appearing to be the least probability of a 
settlement, so that at last both parties got tired, and agreed 
to submit it to the arbitration of the Stadtholder, on the 
17th August, 1770. The Prince . having accepted this 
proposal, gave his decision on the 15th of October follow- 
ing. He did not agree with Zeeland, but decided that the 
monopoly of trade and navigation could not belong to 
any particular section of the Company, to the exclusion of 
the others, unless a law to that effect had been passed by 
the States General, therefore aU the inhabitants of the 
Netherlands were entitled to trade to Demerara and 
Essequebo, without permission of the Chamber of Zeeland, 
nevertheless, that Chamber, on account of its trouble with 
the colony, ought to have a reasonable share of the trade 
assured to it. This decision having been accepted by both 
parties, the Ten agreed in December following, that 
Zeeland should be entitled to send sixteen vessels annually 
before any others would be allowed to trade there, after 
which the navigation would be free ; thus the monopoly 
now became a right of preference. 

Gravesande had remained as Directeur-General bn suffer- 
ance, awaiting the decision of the Directors as to his 
resignation, who, in their turn put off everything until the 
termination of the dispute. In the last two or three years, 
he had become quite careless, spending a great deal of his 
time in Demerara, with Mrs. Van den Heuvel. The final 
breach ^as made in 1769, when he supported a petition 
of the planters, to be allowed to import their own slaves on 
payment of a tax to the Company. This was simply ruin- 
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ou8| as they considered, and touched them to the quick in the 
most tender place. The slave trade was their only monopoly ; 
and to suggest that this should be free, and in their own 
colony, was quite preposterous. To add to his culpability, 
in their eyes, it had been reported that he had allowed a 
cargo of slaves to be imported by private persons, consist- 
ing of 460 head, of the value of /150,000. They would 
not however, let the Directeur-General resign as yet, but 
wanted him to stay until certain alterations were made. 
This did not suit Gbayesande, who, after the reprimands 
he had received, was determined to retire, and therefore 
applied to both the Stadtholder and the Ten, and at last, on 
the 1st of July 1772, his resignation was accepted. Up to 
this time, no Commandeur had been appointed in place of 
Yan den Heuvel, so that it may be presumed the official 
business of Demerara was done in a very slipshod manner, 
which was so much the better for the colonists, as they had 
greater freedom. 

From the official returns of the last three years of the 
Zeeland monopoly, it does not appear that the progress 
made was very great, but as things became very loose at 
this time, it may be presumed that the illegal shipments of 
produce were larger than usual. In the three years, 
1768-70, seven, nine and eight vessels, took away 2,896^ 
hhds., 3,530^ hhds., and 2,795 hhds. sugar; 166 brls. and 
2,510 bags, 491 brls. and 1,715 bags, and 499 brls. and 
1,603 bags coffee ; and 66, 312, and 337 bales cotton. One 
slave vessel arrived in each of these years. The increase 
of coffee and cotton is notable, and shows that the 
planters in the lower Demerara were increasing their 

cultivation. 

The following extracts from the " Letters of Awstodemus 
** and SiNOBBUS," will give some idea of the progress of the 
two rivers during the last years of Gbavbsandb's adminis- 
tration : — 

2 H 
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" The colony of Esseqnebo and Demarara was for a long time Iiardlj 
known as an agricnltnral settlement, either by the authorities of the 
Netherlands or the people themselves, except only to Zeeland, and 
even now it is not generally acknowledged as snch. 

Ooremor Gravesande in 1765, informed the Company that Esseqnebo 
sngar was being sold in the bay of St. Eastatios, wherenpon, in 1766, 
a publication was made prohibiting shipments elsewhere than to the 
Netherlands. At this time little or nothing was known of coffee or 
cotton, and these products were considered of little value. About 1766 
and 1767 the plantations Princess Carolina, Soesdyk, La Betraite, 
De Laurentia, and those of Abel Boyer, Des (Granges, 4fcc., in Demerar% 
as well as those of N. A. Schults in Esseqebo, began to yield some 
coffee. This having attracted the attention of the Directeur-General, he 
in a speech, declared that coffee would in a few years become one of the 
principal products, and be equal with sugar, and that he intended to 
write to the Company to order the ezp(n*fcation of that, as well as sugar, 
to be forbidden, otherwise than to Zeeland, Whether a publication to 
this effect was made, I do not know, but Gravesande ordered the offLcers 
who superintended the dearanoes of vessels, to refuse to allow coffee and 
cotton to be shipped in foreign bottoms. 

Mr. Gravesande was a high-handed man ; if it came into his head to 
give an order, it was published in the name of thevr Noble Qreat Honour^ 
ahles the Oentlemen DirectarSf &o., &c., &c., when perhaps no vessel had 
arrived during the previous three months. Nobody could contest the 
matter; Messrs. Spoors and Bousselet being both dead, and <he office of 
Secretary performed gratis by somebody or other, who received 
sixteen guilders a month and a half ration of meat and flour, with five 
per cent for stoppages. The Councillors of Policy were Messrs. 
and——*, sons in law of the old gentleman, and two or three Managers 
of the Company's estates, not one of whom dared to dispute, or even 
doubt, the word of Gravesande. I would not have advised any one 
of those in the Council at that time, to even ask the Directeur-G^neral 
for an insight into the letters of the Company ; if a letter did arrive, 
and there was anything in it complimentaiy to himself, he would read it 
to HiefellowSf but immediately afterwards the letter disappeared in his 
pocket; In fact you can hardly imagine in what an arbitrary manner 
things were carried out at that time." 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE ''TWO RIVERS" REORGANISED, 17^2—1780. 



Troiz and Sclmylenbiirg appointed Directenr-G^neral and Comman- 
denr — Fiscal appointed — Instmctions to Directeur-General, Fiscal and 
Secretary — New regulations — Combined Council — Were Essequebo and 
Demerara separate colonies P — Exports — Slaye revolt — Canals projected 
— Land regulations — Failures among the planters in tbe upper Demerara 
— Letters of the Ten— Jews not allowed to settle— Appeals to the States 
General — Death of Gravesande — ^Land Surveyors — Company's Planta- 
tions — Plantations on site of Georgetown — Project for a new town — 
Decided to repair offices on Borsselen — Colony Ongeld — Beads and 
Bridges — Disputes between the authorities of the two rivers —Desertion 
of slaves to the Orinoco — Quarrel between Captain Severyn and the 
Directeur-General — Disputes as to precedence — Regulations for trading 
vessels — Despotism of the Company — Exports — Taxes — ^Rumours of war 
with England— Defenceless state of Demerara. 

THE year 1772 saw the commencement of a new era for 
Demerara and Essequebo. The Chamber of Zeeland 
having been obliged to retire to its subordinate posi- 
tion, the Ten assumed the supreme control of the two 
rivers. On the 5th of July, George Hbndeik Tbotz, a 
planter and Councillor of Essequebo, being then in the 
Netherlands, was appointed Directeur-General, whQe Paulus 
VAN SoHUYLENBUBG at the Same time became Oommandeur of 
Demerara. Both these appointments were made by the 
Stadtholder, from nominations of the Ten, three persons 
having been named for each office. The two officials arrived 
in Essequebo on the 27th of November following, and by 
assuming their respective duties, left Gbavesands free to 
retire to his private plantation, on which he resided imtil 
his death. 

2h2 
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The Ten thought it desirable to appoint a Fiscal, as the 
necessity for a legal functionary had long been felt, and this 
was done without consulting Zeeland. Not satisfied with 
thiSj which the late authorities thought undue interference! 
they went so far as to appoint several minor officials, thus 
ignoring the Chamber of Zeeland altogether ; this made 
the Directors very sore. As the CShamber had looked after 
the interests of the two rivers for so long, and knew them 
so well, they considered it an insult that the Ten should 
now interfere in everythiug. The Ten declared that, having 
been placed in charge of the interests of the Company, they 
were entitled to have the supreme control, and that Zeeland 
had no more right to interfere than had any other of the 
Chambers. This declaration was confirmed by the States 
General, and notified to the Chamber on the 17th of March 
1773, when the Directors were informed that they would be 
allowed to superintend the colonies in the name of the Com- 
pany, while theTenreservedtheirrighttogeneral supervision. 

Meanwhile, the Ten were busily at work making strict 
regulations for all the officials, from the highest to the 
lowest, beginning with the Directeur-Greneral and the 
Council of Policy. The Instructions to the Directeur- 
General were considei ed iu the light of a constitution by 
the planters, who were pleased to see that so much interest 
was being taken in the two rivers, as they were now called. 
The following is an abstract of the document :— 

1. He shaU have full authority, by water and land, over the troops, 
fortifications, &c., and all the inhabitants shall be bound to obey and 
execute his orders. 

2. The troops and inhabitants shall take from him, anew, the oaths 
of allegiance. 

3. He shall not administer justice, except with, and in the presence 
of, the Council of Justice. 

4. He shall promote, as far as lies in his power, the knowledge of G-od 
and the true Bef ormed Christian Religion. 

5. He shall appoint some person to perform Divine Service when the 
Predicant is sick. 
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6. In matters of importaiice he shall oonvene the Coimcil of Policy, 
which shall consist of, first, the Directenr-General ; second, the Captain 
Commandant ; third, the Fiscal ; f onrth, the Yendne-Master, and four 
other persons chosen from the most importajit, capable and pious of the 
inhabitants, members of the Beformed Ghnrch. 

The Conncil of Justice shall consist of the same persons, with the ex- 
ception of the Fiscal. 

Two or more persons related, either in the ascending or descendiug 
line, shall not be permitted to be Councillors at the same timCf nor yet 
a father-in-law and his son-in-law, two brothers, or two brothers- 
in-law. 

7. The Directeur-Geneial shall be President of the Council of Policy 
as well as that of Justice, and when the votes are equal he shall have a 
casting vote. No resolution or decision shall be arrived at, unless a 
majority of the Council be present. 

8. The Councils of Policy and Justice shall not only deal with such 
matters as may be brought before them by the Directeur-General, but 
also with all matters of civil and criminal justice. 

9. The Directeur-General shall open all letters and despatches in the 
presence of one of the Councillors and the Secretary ; no document shall 
be taken away by any Councillor except with the consent of the whole, 
but all papers shall be given for perusal or examination whenever they 
may be required. 

10. The Directeur-General shall see that all persons in the service of 
the Company perform their duties faithfully, and shall never prefer 
mercy to strict justice on those who neglect them. 

11. He shall, within the first three months of every year, make out 
an estimate of what will be required by the military for the ensuing year. 

12. He shall keep strict control over everything belonging to the 
colony, and inspect the magazine and stores at least once in every three 
months. 

13. He shall send to the Company, every three months, a statement of 
the financial position of the colony. 

14. He shall keep, or order to be kept, a strict account of the ways 
and means of the Company in the colony. 

15. He shall keep, or order to be kept, proper inventories of all the 
Company's letters, charters, books and papers, and have all these care- 
fully and properly indexed, and also take care that none of them are lost. 

16. In case of attack by an enemy, or an insurrection, the Directeur- 
General shall courageously and faithfully defend the colony to the very 
last. 

17t He shall send to the Ten a correct statement of the number of the 
Company's buildings, and an account of their condition. 
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18. He Bhall neither diminish nor increase the number of 
without consent of the Ten. 

19. He shall take especial care that none of the stores are pilfered. 

20. He shall keep a daily register of eyerything that happ^is in the 
colony, whether on land or water. 

21. With the Council of Policy, he shall see that the fortificatiaDS 
are kept in proper order. 

22. He shall forward every three months a mnster-roll of all the 
officials, high and low, the militaiy and the slaves, also a list of the in- 
coming and outgoing vessels, with their cargoes, &c. 

23. He shall see that the cultivation of vegetables and other provisions 
is properly attended to every year, and that a sufficient stock of fish is 
prepared in the dry season to serve as food during the wet weather. 

24. He shall see that all the books are properly kept. 

25. He shall have no power to increase the salary of any official 

26. He shall not dismiss any of the Company's servants unless he is 
able to justify himself to the Ten. 

27. In case he should have a complaint to make against any of the officials 
he shall put his charge in writing and forward it to the Directors. 

28. He shall grant honourable dismissal to all such officials as may dcMre 
it, at the expiration of their serrioes, and also give them passports and free 
passages to Europe. 

29. He shall pay particalar attention to the Indians and see that none of 
them are oppressed in any way. 

80. He shali strictly guard against contraband trade in any form. 

31. He shall properly regulate the collecting of all colony taxes. 

32. To prevent fraud, he shall publicly make known what desoriptions of 
produce and their quantities, are shipped to Europe. 

33. He shall allow slaves to be freely purchased from Butch ships by the 
colonists. 

34. He, together with the Council of Policy, is recommended to observe 
carefully and inform the Company, what articles of produce might in his or 
their opinion, be made profitable to the Company. 

35. It is positively forludden to him, ss also to all officials, from the 
highest to the lowest, to appropriate to their own use anything belonging to 
the Company. 

86. He shall strictly obey the orders contained in the foregoing Articles, 
and all other orders that may be given from time to time. 

The Instructions for the Fiscal were as follows ; — 

1. He shall keep, protect and maintain with all diligence, earnestness and 
zeal, all the Company's rights, domains, jurisdictions and authority. 

2. He shall take action against all who contravene the ezisttog {teoaatsi 
ordinanoesy orders, instructions and regulations. 
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3. He shall not make any private or preliminary enquiry into a case withoat 
consent of the Bireotenr-General and Councillors. 

4. He shall aot with the greatest circamspeotion in all cases, and maturely 
consider whatever may be alleged in defense of prisoners or accused persons. 

5. He shall scrupulously observe the placaats, ordinances, resolutions, 
articled letter, &c., of their High Hightineases the States General, and of 
the Company. 

6. He shall search every vessel immediately on her arrival, or have her 
searched by his sworn deputy. 

7. He shall proceed in law against any one found violating the rights of 
the Company, and confiscate the goods of the guilty parties. 

8. He shall guard against the clandestine exportation of any goods. 
0. He shall see that no foreign vessel departs without a clearance. 

10. He shall receive a third of all confiscated vessels, goods and slaves, 
after deducting expenses. 

11. He shall make duplicates of all inventories, informations, declara- 
tions, sentences, and all other documents relating to suits. 

12. He shall appoint two or three constables (dienaars) and should he 
require further assistance he shall apply to the Directeur-General. 

13. He shall not compromise any suit, either criminal or civil. 

14. He shall see that all criminal sentences are carried out properly. 

15i He shall not appropriate any of the Company's effeotS| slaves, ships, 
goods, ammunition or anything whatsoever. 

The Secretary and Book-keeper was to obey the Directeur- 
GeneraJ, assist at the meetings of both Councils, write the 
minutes, see that all documents were properly made out and 
registered, take care that the arguments in the Council 
of Justice were properly recorded, and carefully preserve 
all documents. He was also ordered to see that all persons 
received [their letters without delay,^and not to refuse his 
services to any one, to keep his books as ordered by the 
Ten, never to absent himself without permission of the 
Directeur-General, and finally perform all his duties 
secretly, obediently and faithfully, as become a good and 
trustworthy Secretary and Book-keeper. 

Other new officials were also appointed, including a 
Yendue-Master, Captain Commandant and Predicant, all of 
whom received particular instructions, so that the looseness 
which had existed under the administration of Gbavesanpe, 
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sliould be prevented in fature. The planters of Demerara had 
complained of the necessity of going to Essequebo to attend 
the Councils, and some of the Councillors protested in 
April 1772 against being bound to go to Fort Island, unless 
compensation was allowed. It was therefore decided that 
there should now be Councils of Policy and Justice in both 
rivers, those in Essequebo being under the Presidency of 
Directeur-Greneral, while in Demerara the Commandeur 
was to be President. The composition of these Councils 
may be seen in the foregoing instructions, the Fiscal having 
no seat in that of Justice because he acted as public prose- 
cutor. A College of Kiesheers was established in each 
river, as well as an Orphan Chamber, while the garrison 
was to consist of a hundred men in Essequebo and the same 
number in Demerara. Everything was put on a better 
footing ; the Directeur-General received /150 a month and 
/1 ,200 per annum table money; the Commandeur /LOO and 
/600 table money ; the Captain Commandant of each colony 
/75; Fiscal y60, and Secretary /50. From the highest to 
the lowest they all received rations and stores ; soldiers 
and lower servants being entitled to one ration, military 
and higher officials, two or three, while the Directeur- 
General and Commandeur were each allowed six. 

The criminal Ordinance of Philip II. (published July 
9th 1570) now became the authority for the Council of 
Justice, and by Resolution of the States General, October 
4th 1774, " all the laws of Holland in general," in addition 
to those of the States General and the Company, were to 
guide their judgments. As may be supposed, a criminal 
law dating two hundred years before, was not very well 
suited to a colony, however, it was adopted and remained 
in force to a certain extent down to the union with Berbice 
in 1831. Some of its provisions were already unworkable, 
while none of them could be applied especially to the slaves. 
No Counsel was allowed to a prisoner, as the Fiscal was 
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supposed to be unbiassed, and if sufficient evidence could 
not be procured to convict him, he was to be put upon the 
rack, which torture might be repeated to a third time if 
he revoked his confession. Fortunately for Demerara and 
Essequebo there were no proper jails or instruments of 
torture, so that only one case can be found where the Coun- 
cillors of Justice wanted to rack a prisoner, and as that 
happened while the colonies were under English rule, it was 
forbidden. A criminal might be released on bail, and if 
further evidence was found, be brought up for a new trial, 
while sentences were to be executed within twenty-four 
hours. 

An these changes were opposed by the Chamber of 
Zeeland, v^ ho pretended that the two rivers were separated 
under the new arrangements. The Directors of the 
opposing Chamber forwarded a Memorial to the States 
General, who however approved of the action of the Ten, 
but as a little concession, ordered that the Directeur- 
General should have the general superintendence of both 
rivers, and that the Commandeur and two Councillors 
from Demerara should go to Essequebo once or twice a 
year, to form a Combined Council of Policy. This did 
not satisfy Zeeland, and the representatives of that province 
in the Ten went so far as to refuse to sign the Minutes of 
April 24th, 1773. 

The Combined Council met on several occasions up to 
1780, considering such matters as taxes, the boundary 
between the two rivers, the administration of justice, &c. 
The Directeur-Qeneral called a meeting when necessary, 
provision being made for boarding and lodging the Coun* 
cillors and paying their expenses. For all matters peculiar 
to either river, such as trade, planting, the Militia and 
the Church, the two were separate. 

The question has arisen in connection with a will as to 
whether the two rivers could be now considered as one 

2 I 
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colony or two. It is a rather difficult point, in whicli the 
Zeeland Chamber and the Ten were not agreed, but as the 
States General appear to have considered them as one, 
their opinion, as the highest authority in the Netherlands, 
deserves some consideration. In 1774 Commandeur Sohut- 
LENBUBG assumed such an independent position, that 
doubts were expressed as to the supremacy of the Directeur- 
G-eneral, and the Ten went so far as to ask the States 
General whether he was to be received in Demerara as 
chief, or as a private person. Notwithstanding this assump- 
tion of independence, everything points to the condusica 
that the two rivers formed one colony and that the Directeur- 
G^neral was head of both Essequebo and Demerara.* 

All the changes referred to above, took place in the three 
years from 1772 to 1775, during which period the Ten were 
busily employed in making regulations for everything. 
Meanwhile the exports had risen considerably, partly on 
account of the greater freedom as far as the Netherlands 
were coocerned, but more perhaps on account of the laws 
against smuggling being enforced. The first year that the 
two rivers were open to the whole Netherlands, 1771, thirteen 
vessels arrived, two being from Holland and the remainder 
from Zeeland, their homeward cargoes consisting of 4,127 
hhds, sugar, 641 brls., and 3,538 bags coffee, and 162 bales 
cotion. Four of these had brought slaves, so that it would 
be natural to expect an increase of cultivation. In 1775 
twenty-one vessels arrived, including three slavers, ten 
being from Zeeland and eleven from Holland, which carried 
away 4,937i- hhds. sugar, 2,317 brls. and 19,090 bags 
coffee, and 189 bales cotton. 

* Although BtMqnebo and Demenrm w«re •ometlmM ipoken of as the Colony of fitsequebo and 
Colony of Demerary or Colonies of Essequebo and Demerary* they were not known offlotally as 
separate, as may be seen from the following examples :— 

" Der Blvier Bssequebo en onderhoorlge Zeekusten." 

'* Der Bivier Demerary en onderhooge dlBtrlcten/' 

" De Colonie van Bssequebo en Demerary." 

'< Commandeor en Baaden In Bio Demerary." 

** Direoteor-General der Bivieren en onderhoorlge Distriotsn van Essequebo eii| Demerary.* 
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Tn November 1772 a slave insurrectioo took place in Es- / 
sequebo, in the course of which two plantations wero ^ 
pillaged, bat the strong measures of Burgher-Captain 
Van deb Hetden, assisted by some Indians^ soon suppressed 
the disturbance. To show their appreciation of his ser- 
vices, the Ten presented Van deb Hbtdbn with a silver 
coflTee pot, of the value of yBOO, on which an inscription 
was engraved, while two other persons who had rendered 
good service received silver-hilted swords. The Indian 
Chiefs were presented with silver jewellery, while their 
men received more suitable articles, such as salempores, 
trumpets, looking-glasses, &c. The year following the 
Ten sent six silver necklaces for the Chiefs, but as presents 
had already been given them, these were returned. Later, 
twelve silver knobbed sticks were sent out, together with 
the same number of hats, trimmed with silver lace, to be 
presented to the Indian chieftains as badges of authority. 
Some disputes took place between the authorities of the 
two rivers as to paying the cost of suppressing this revolt, 
but the Ten decided in 1774 that it should be paid by 
both rivers. 

In August 1773, Jan Fieteb Caillaebt, a white man, 
instigated an insurrection amoug the slaves in Demerary 
which caused a great deal of trouble. Having ran away to 
Essequebo, he was captured and sent back for trial, on a 
charge of supplying slaves with weapons and ammunition, 
and plotting, advising, and urging them to murder P. C. 
HooFT and his wife, by which many whites, free people 
and negroes lost their lives. Being found guilty he was 
sentenced to be broken alive on the wheel, decapitated, and 
then burnt. 

About this time the canals in Demerara were commenced. 
In 1771, Tbotz, before he became Directeur-General, re- 
ceived a concession to extend the Hobabo Creek to Esse- 
quebo, by means of a canal, which would come out opposite 
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Fort Island. This was intended to accommodate new 
settlers, as well as to open commnnication between the two 
rivers without the trouble of a sea voyage. Nothing was 
done at the time, and when the Directeur-Qeneral wanted 
to have the canal dug at the Company's expense, the Ten 
would not entertain such a costly project, especially as its 
great necessity was no longer felt, now that there were 
Councils in both rivers. By this time all the available 
land on the banks of the Demerara river had been taken 
up, as weU as the best locations on the creeks. The west 
coast was also occupied, but plantations bad hardly begun 
to extend to the east coast. To find room for new conces- 
sions four canals were projected, three of which were 
ultimately finished by means of labour supplied by the 
private planters. Numbers one and two were 60 feet wide 
and 10 feet deep, while number three was smaller. The 
land on either side was granted on condition that the por- 
tion of canal in front of the plantation should be kept up 
by its owner. The ten years freedom of taxes was still 
enjoyed by new settlers, and there was no difficulty in 
getting persons to take up land. Most of the concessions 
were now made by the Ten, who sent out new land regula- 
tions in 1773. Petitioners were to address themselves to 
the Ten, stating what plantations they had already, either 
owned by themselves or in partnership, and, if they had 
none, the Directeur-Q-eneral and Council might grant a 
thousand acres for sugar, or five hundred for coffee. Those 
in Essequebo were to be in the upper district only, and 
every one was to build a house and commence cultivation 
within a year and six weeks after receiving the grant, or 
after publication of the regulations. If they did not comply 
with these conditions the land would be forfeited, and sold 
by public vendue for the benefit of the Company, the 
Directeur-Qeneral and Council being however empowered 
to grant an extension of time for lawful reasons. Any per- 
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son inteDding to abandon a plantation was bound to give 
notice at the Secretary's office six weeks before leaving it, 
if residing in the colony, and twelve months when living 
abroad. In September following, the Ten resolved that 
no one should be allowed to sell his concession within five 
years after it was granted. In 1773 a number of conces- 
sions were made to merchants and others of Amsterdam, 
for plantations in the Hobabo creek and No. 2 Canal, on 
similar terms to those in Essequebo, with the proviso that 
they were not to be alienated in any way before cultivation, 
except by death or insolvency. 

In 1 775 representations were made to the Ten by H. H* 
VAN DBN Hbuvbl and others, of the great injury they were 
suffering from a certain canal (No. 2) being dug between 
the plantation La Betraite^ and that of Mr. Daly (BeUevne) 
whereby the bush water was kept back and inundated their 
lands. They prayed that this might be prevented by 
opening a side dam, and the matter was referred to the 
Oommandeur and Councillors, they being directed to take 
such measures as would as much as possible prevent injury 
to La Betraite. 

Land speculation was still common, and it became 
necessary to prohibit the building of temporary houses on 
new plantations, by which the law was nominally complied 
with, but virtually evaded. By this time many of the 
estate owners in the upper districts of Demerara were in 
difficulties. They had received advances from Boddaert's 
bank in Amsterdam, and were imable to pay either interest 
or principal, while the mortgages were of very little value, 
because new and fertile land could be obtained for nothing. 
It was almost as cheap to get a new concession on the coast 
as to clear the forest in the less fertile districts every five 
years, so that many of the old planters got new concessions 
in the names of merchants in Amsterdam. Difficulties 
were placed in the way of persons having a second grant, 
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with another ten 'years freedom of taxes, but these were 
easily evaded by putting it in the name of another person. 
In Septembei and October 1774, the Ten were very busy, 
and a few items from their letters will show what petty 
matters were regulated by them. It was thought desirable 
to encourage the trade with North America, against which 
export duties had been imposed, and they resolved on the 
22nd of September that the duties should be reduced. The 
export of rum, they thought, should be encouraged, but 
not that of molasses, while the trade in timber should be 
restricted. The vessels should be visited immediately on 
their arrival, and if possible a soldier stationed on board to 
prevent illicit trade. It was resolved at the same time that 
the old Council of Policy should be replaced by a new one 
in accordance with the Instructions to the Directeur-General, 
and they also thought it desirable that the Councillors should 
serve six years, but this was never carried out, they being 
elected for life, or as long as they remained in the colony. 
No alteration was made in the Colleges of Kiesheers, except 
the rules as to relationship and strict enforcement of the 
prohibition against others than those of the Reformed 
Church. The acre-money was ordered to be enforced, but 
the Council would not hear of it and formally protested. 
Stamp duties however were imposed, transports and mort- 
gages having to pay /3, wills and codicils /2, and petitions, 
summons, &c. 10 stivers. Proper registers of births, mar- 
riages and deaths, were also ordered to be kept. When an 
estate had its name changed both names were to be put on 
all documents, and when sold, the plantation must not be 
appraised beyond its real value. Mens. Bkminolos had 
proposed to them to open three or four of the principal 
creeks in the Demerara, to make them navigable, and to 
drain the land on their banks, so as to open up new plan- 
tations, but this was never carried out on account of the 
expense. It was thought desirable that a chart of both 
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rivers should be made by a Land Surveyor, that the Jews 
should not be allowed to settle, and that the ill-treatment 
of slaves should not be permitted. 

The above is a specimen of the miscellaneous matters 
contained in one letter to the Directeur-G-eneral and 
Council, but this was followed by three others during the 
same month, and four in October, which show how hard 
they were working. General laws for both rivers were to 
be made, either in the Combined Council or by general 
consent, by correspondence. This Council was to consist 
of six members, three from each river, the Directeur- 
General and Commandeur always having seats, and in case 
of the votes being equal, the matter was to be referred to 
the Ten. Councillors from Demerara should be comfortably 
lodged and boarded, either on an estate, or in a house to 
be built for the purpose. No person was to leave the colony 
without notice to his creditors, and no mortgage was to be 
passed until all taxes and dues were paid. All public taxes 
were to be passed at the Combined Councils, and be the 
same for both rivers. Both Councils should be made 
acquainted with all the laws and regulations of the Ten. 
The fees were to be the same in both rivers, and Church 
matters were to be kept separate. Foreign cloth was to be 
prohibited, while the export duty on rum might be reduced 
to /I per hhd. They directed the manner in which official 
letters should be written, and gave rules as to order of pre- 
cedence, the Directeur-General coming first, then the 
Commandeur, followed by the Councillors according to 
seniority. Taxes might be paid in sugar and coffee, and 
foreigners might be sued for debts contracted abroad, no 
debt contracted in the two rivers being considered pre- 
f erent. A list of law books was also made out, including 
among others the Greet Placaat Boek, Yoet, Van Leewen, 
the Octrooi and Artikel-Brief. Abraham D'Azevedo, a 
Jew, had applied for permission to reside in Demerara, as 
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a merohant, but the colonists objected to allow this, and 
the Ten asked why Jews were to be excluded. 

On the 20th March 1775, the Ten prohibited the ex- 
portation of ammunition of war to North America, so as 
to avoid a qnarrel with the English, and on the 30th of 
May following, it appears as if the possibility of such a 
war was forseen, as they ordered that in case it should be 
necessary to defend the two rivers, the Commandeur should 
be under the Directeur-General, who would act as Com- 
mander-in-Chief. At the same time they ordered that a 
Combined Council should be held once or twice a year, and 
that the Commandeur should be bound by its decisions. 

The question of the Ten as to why Jews should not be 
allowed to settle in Demerara, was answered by the Com- 
mandeur in May 1775. He considered that they were 
quite useless in an agricultural settlement, as most of 
them were very poor, and unless they got large advances 
from somewhere would only become a burden to the 
colony. They had no knowledge of planting and could 
only be traders, and very petty ones too, going about among 
the negroes and coloured people, and inducing them to 
pilfer from the planters. The negroes were already in- 
clined to make a show with trinkets and ornaments, and 
the Council considered that they would be ruined by the 
Jew pedlars. Besides this they would smuggle slaves and 
goods in foreign vessels, and prevent their slaves from 
working on the sabbath, as well as Sunday, compelling 
them to do extra work on the other days, to make up for 
the loss. Again, they punished the negroes by stopping 
their rations, which led to dissatisfaction, and might cause 
disturbances. 

At this time the prejudice against Jews was common to 
the two rivers and Berbice, having been brought from 
Surinam, where a strong feeling of antagonism had lately 
arisen. They formed about a third of the population of that 
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colony, there being about 850 Portuguese and 450 German 
Jews there, but only 46 estates, out of the total of 590, 
were owned by these people. For some years past they 
had been subject to petty persecution, which went so far 
that the Stadtholder was asked to deprive them of their 
privileges, but this being against the Charter of the colony, 
as well as the principles of the Dutch Government, it 
could not be carried out. The Ten did not wish to make 
any trouble about the matter, so they refused permits to 
Jews, but, as in Berbice, a few plantations were owned by 
them. 

Appeals were allowed to the States General, and in 1772 
the Bevd. G-. M. Sohmidt, ex*minister of the Lutheran 
Church in Essequebo, prosecuted an appeal against the 
authorities of that river, and their High Mightinesses 
ordered all the necessary documents to be forwarded. This 
not being complied with, Sohmibt wrote over and over 
again for three years, before they were forwarded to the 
Netherlands, while the case lasted down to 1795. In 
March 1772 they ordered (in the case of John Bibiongham) 
that nothing disrespectful to the authorities should be per- 
mitted, and especially prohibited scandalous and shock- 
ing expressions against the government in any written 
document, 

Laubens Stobm van 's Gbavbsakde died on the 14th of 
August 1775, at the age of 71, and was buried in the Fort 
Island Church. His last communication to the Ten, was 
an application for the office of Yendue-Master of Demerara, 
for his son Jebemiah, made about a month before his death. 
He must have felt great mortification at the many changes 
now being made, especially in comparing the salaries of 
the new officials with the paltry pittances formerly allowed. 

At the meeting of the Combined Council held on the 
29th of June 1775, regulations were made for Land Sur- 
veyors. There was to be one for each river, and they were 
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to prepare tliree charts of each concession, one for the 
Company, another for the Secretary's Office, and a third 
for the grantee. The fee for measuring was to be two 
stivers per acre, for which the whole square was to be 
measured, and at least three paals inserted, the first, ten 
roods from the shore, and the other two, fifty roods from 
the first and from each other. In case the whole depth was 
measured, the paals were to be a hundred roods from each 
other, two being placed at each comer, the Surveyor being 
entitled to charge a ducat each for these. 

The Company's plantations were by this time of very 
little importance, and the Ten wanted to sell them. The 
matter was discussed in the Combined Council February 
26th 1776. The Directeur-General was of opinion that 
only one of the plantations would be likely to find a pur- 
chaser, he therefore advocated the removal of all the slaves 
to that, so as to make it fetch a better price. The Com* 
mandeur was of opinion that it would be dangerous to the 
colony to remove the slaves, and therefore he thought things 
should remain as they were. Plantation Luys^ergen on 
Hog Island, would have done very well, if the wind-mill 
had been erected six hundred roods to the southward, 
so that the wind might not be cut off by the comer of 
Leguan Island. If this was altered, and a good manager, 
who knew something of planting, placed on it, the estate 
would pay well if not handsomely, and be well worth the 
trouble. It would be more to the interest of the Company 
not to incur any expense with Agtekerhe because the water 
supply was uncertain, it being very small in dry weather 
when the best sugar was made. On that plantation as well 
as Duynenburg^ the works were too far from the cane fieldsi 
so that as much time was conveyed in the carriage of the 
canes, as in making the sugar. 

Captain Sevebyn was against any change unless the 
plantations were put under entirely new management* 
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Councillor Joseph Boubda was of opinion that competent 
managers ought to be employed, not people at yBO a month 
with liberty as it were to get their living from the still and 
molasses tauk. The slaves should have proper rations, and 
provision grounds should be planted, then they might take 
down the buildings and works of Duynenburg and Agtekerke^ 
build a good factory at iMyxbergen^ and bring all the slaves 
together, which would double the present revenue, as the 
management would be easier, the work regular^ and there 
would be a saving all round. 

In the course of the discussion, it was mentioned that 
the danger in removing slaves from their old plantations, 
was on account of their attachment to them ; they could 
not separate the negroes for fear of trouble, and could not 
sell them except as a whole. It was finally resolved that the 
difficulties in making any alterations were too great, so that 
it was decided to let the plantations remain as they were. 

The above decision is an example of the power of a body 
of slaves in preventing improvements, to which free 
labourers would have imposed no obstacles. From the 
statements of the abolitionists at the beginning of this 
century, it would appear that a slave was treated as a mere 
animal, but the evidence of the records of this colony shows 
that the greatest circumspection was used when they were 
required to do anythiug which they all disliked. 

The Company's three plantations were then under the 
superinteudence of Cobnblis Boteb, who had been appointed 
as Administrator by the Ten. He was authorised on the 
8th of December 1777, to remove the mills and negro houses 
of Diiynenbwg to any place he thought most suitable, and 
to keep a few Indians on the plantations. He was to ap- 
propriate a house at Fort Zeelandia for boarding the 
members of the Combined Council, when they met there, 
and to look after the blacksmith and the brick maker. He 
was allowed the exclusive right of fishing in the Boerasirie 
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Creek at the same time^ probably in compliance with his 
own request. 

It will be interesting to note that the plantations from 
the mouth of the river Demerara upwards to Houston were 
in 1777 as follows : — 

1» (Eve L9a/ry) J. BooiiAN, 

CompanT's Path. 

2. La B<Hirgad0f J. Salignac, 

Company's Path. 

3. yUssengmf J. Bohbda, 

Company's Brandwagt. 

4. Werk-^n-Bw^, Bokdbbbg & Webeb, 

Company's Path. 
5: Le Bepentirf P. L. di Saffon. 

6. La PewUencef J. F. db Saffon, 

Path of Two Chains. 

7. Buimveldt (Bnymzigt) C. van deb Oubdebmeulbk and P. van 

Hblsdingbn, 

Company's Path. 

8. Zorg-en-Hoop (Honston) B. yak deb Santheuyel A J. E. Db Vogt. 

In 1775 there had been a dispute about some land near 
the Brandwagti the matter being brought before the Zeeland 
Chamber and referred to the Commandeur and Councillors. 
It appears that Coenelis Leaby had received a grant of the 
plantation known as De Leary, and^ when he died^ John 
ButMiNGHAM took posscssiou of it^ which caused the widow 
to apply for an interdict against him. Meanwhile she had 
married Jacob BogmaNi and the Zeeland Directors confirmed 
her and her husband in possession of the property. In 
November of this year Jacob Bogman petitioned for one 
thousand acres near the plantation of his wife, and also to 
be allowed to dig a canal through the Company's path. 
This appears to have been granted, the new concession 
being probably Plantations Thomas and Kitty ^ and the pro- 
posed canal, that known now as the Cuming's Canal, from 
Thomas Cuming, who owned these estates, as well as La 
Bourgade, some years afterwards. 
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About 1777, the neoessity for a proper seat of govem- 
ment in Demerara beoame obvious. The Teu objected to 
spend money on Borsselen Island from its being too small» 
and because neither good water nor firewood could be ob* 
tained without bringing them from a distance. Several 
places were recommended, but that which received most 
attention was Plantation Jonge Bachel^ now a part of Plan* 
tation Wales. Being situated at the mouth of the Hobaboe 
Creek, there was plenty of fresh water to be obtained, 
while the back lands were covered with forest, and again 
the anchorage in front was considered suitable in every 
respect. The Commandeur however did not care to remove 
the seat of government^ as it was so very convenient to his 
own Plantation, Land of Canaanh^ where he was obliged to 
reside because the house on Borsselen Island was falling to 
pieces. His idea was to establish a town on the east bank 
of the river, opposite the then seat of government, 
between De Pard and Huia t^Ooverden. To back him up 
he sent to Surinam for the two engineers J. 0. and C. 
Ueneman, who made plans and estimates for a town on this 
spot, to cost about /200,000, and also for strengthening 
Borsselen Island. One of the proposals included a strong 
fort at the mouth of the river, in place of the Brandwagt. 
In May 1779 it was decided that as a new town would be 
too expensive, new buildings should be erected on Borsselen 
Island, the engineer G. C. Gannb being sent to Demerara 
as Inspector of the Company's Buildings and to carry out 
the work. He was directed to commence the erection of 
houses for the Commandeur and Captain at once, as well 
as proper barracks for the soldiers, in accordance with 
plans drawn up by the Chamber of Amsterdam. 

The engineer found plenty of work, as all the govern- 
ment buildings in both rivers required repairs, but as there 
was very little money to spare, these were done in as mean 
a way as possible. To pay the cost of the improvementSi 
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attempts were made to raise the taxes, but these were firmly 
resisted by the planters. The head-tax of two and a half 
guilders, had become a regular impost, but anything beyond 
oould never be enforced, and this was, with the exception 
of the export and import duties, and bhe petty amount 
received from stamps, all that the Company got to pay 
the expenses of government. Now that they had repre- 
sentatives in the Council of Policy, however, the planters 
were willing to pay an extraordinary tax occasionally, which 
was always imposed by their consent, and kept quite 
separate from the Company's revenue. Several disputes 
took place between the Council and the Ten, in connection 
with this, as the latter sometimes wanted certain expenses 
to be paid from the Colony Ongeld, which the inhabitants 
considered ought to come from the Company's Chest. In 
1776 an expedition was sent to the Governor of Spanish 
Guiana to bring back some runaway slaves, the expenses 
of which were f\ ,14jO and 100 rix dollars. The amount 
was provisionally paid from the Colony Chest, and the 
Council of Policy of Essequebo petitioned the Ten that it 
might be refunded from the Company's Chest, but this was 
refused, on the ground that it had been incurred for the 
benefit of the planters and inhabitants. 

In 1777, the canals being almost finished, the Com- 
mandeur began to think of the necessity for public roads, 
and on April 14th 1778 the first publication was made, 
ordering the planters on the banks of the Demerara to 
make up proper bridle paths and bridges through their 
estates. This was strenuously objected to, and could not 
be enforced for some years afterwards. One of the diffi- 
culties in getting a continuous road, was the Company's 
paths (which were 5 roods in fagade in Essequebo and 10 in 
Demerara) between the plantations, for which no provision 
was made. The planter might make a road through his 
property, but the Company did not provide for its con- 
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tinuation, and then the bridges gave a great deal of trouble. 
The Ten approved of the law in 1780, but the difficulties 
of the next five years kept it from becoming of much use 
to the colony. A plan for a bridge over the Boerasirie 
Greek was considered by the heads of the two rivers in 
May 1779, but it was not built for some time afterwards. 
The authorities of the two rivers did not agree very well, 
probably on account of the Gommandeur refusing to recog- 
nise the Directeur-Q-eneral as his superior officer. 

From 1774 to 1776, there were disputes as to the right 
of Demerara to have copies of the Archives of the colony, 
the Directeur-General refusing to allow this, but on the 
matter being referred to the Gompany, it was decided that 
it be permitted, the result being the copies now in the Gov- 
ernment Secretary's office. On the 1st of October 1777, 
Gouncillor Boubda wrote to the Directeur-General, objecting 
to his calling a Gombined Gouncil at this time, as it would 
deprive Demerara of the Gommandeur and two Goimcillors, 
at a critical period, when English privateers might at any 
moment arrive to injure and pillage that river. The 
Directeur-General, in answer, said that if the members 
from Demerara did not come to the Gouncil each would 
have to pay a hundred guilders. In 1778, a thousand 
guilders was granted to the members, as compensation for 
their trouble, while the Gouncillors of FoUcy and the 
Orphan Masters in Essequebo resolved about the same time, 
on account of the unsatisfactory state of the colony, to re- 
nounce their salaries and emoluments. In March 1777, 
the Gompany prohibited the authorities honouring the flags 
of the reyolted American Golonies of Great Britain, while in 
the following month they were prohibited from exporting 
ammunition of war to North America. 

In May 1778 there was a revolt of slaves on Plantation 
Duynenburg, some of the negroes succeeding in making 
their escane to the Orinoco, which led to a number of pre- 
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cautions being taken to prevent this in fatnre. On tlie 
24tli of June, the Ten considered the position of the 
Maroco Post, and thought it desirable to establish another 
post nearer the mouth of the Maroco river, to prevent 
runairoy soldiers and slaves passing towards the Orinoco. 
This was to be manned by a corporal, a gunner, and three 
soldiers, and armed with four or five eight-pounder guns. 
In May 1779, it was resolved by the Ten that this new fort 
should be erected at once (if not built already) and that a 
gun should be placed on the point of Tiger Island, and 
another at Hamak Point, to give signals to the post when- 
ever a negro should run away. It was further decided that 
a Bermudian bark should be bought, armed with two or 
three guns, and provided with a crew of eight to ten 
mulatto sailors, to cruise about the mouth of the Essequebo 
to prevent desertions and smuggling. This they would 
supply, provided it was maintained from the Colony Chest, 
to contribute to which the master of any runaway taken by 
the bark might be called upon to pay a hundred guilders, 
otherwise the negro would be sold by auction and the pro- 
ceeds placed to the credit of the Colony Chest. 

It appears that a great many desertions took place, on 
account of slaves being sent into the bush to cut troolies 
for thatching the houses. The Council of Policy passed 
several resolutions on this matter. In Demerara, all the 
troolie grounds below the Camouni Creek were reserved for 
the Company, who could grant licences to cut them, but 
only Indians were to be sent into the bush for this purpose, 
for fear of desertion. In May 1779, the condition of the 
buildings on Fort Island was considered, and it was resolved 
to roof them with wallaba shingles instead of troolies. 

About this time the system of giving presents to TTnliAnfl 
became more regular, and as slave desertions were common, 
every effort was made to procure their help in capturing 
the negroes. The Ten ordered that they should not be 
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taken aa slavesi but be treated in every way as free persons, 
nevertheless a good number of Indians and plenty of 
*' Creoles '' were still held in slavery. 

Whenever a slave riot took place, a great deal of bad feel- 
ing was produced, and charges of cruelty or meanness were 
made by one master against another, or by the authorities. 
The expression of strong opinions as to the causes of a 
revolt, and the means of preventing future trouble, led to 
a great many quarrels. By this time compensation was 
given for slaves who were executed by order of the Court 
of Justice, as well as those sentenced to long terms of 
penal servitude in the chain gang. Captain Sevebyn pro- 
tested in the Council, against the chain gang system in 
April 1778, at which the Direoteur-General appears to have 
been offended, as he retaliated by severely censuring the 
Captain on the 21st of May, for his brutal treatment of the 
blacksmith and some other servants of the Company. This 
led to a number of disputes, which culminated at the meet- 
ing of November 10th, when Sevebtn quarrelled with the 
Secretary, and strongly protested against his (Sevebtn's) 
being prevented from speaking against a Resolution for the 
compensation for slaves executed under sentence of the 
Court of Justice. Sevsbtn had already met the Directeur- 
General, and Tbotz charged the Captain with insulting him 
in his own house, giving him a blow, which he had returned, 
so that a fight had ensued. The Directeur-General insisted 
that Sbvbeyn should be arrested and sent to the Netherlands, 
while the Council were divided, but as the majority was 
against the Captain he was suspended and put under arrest, 
he and the meeting protesting all round, one against 
another, so that it almost ended in a free fight. The matter 
was referred to the Ten, who reinstated the Captain on 
the 18th of May following. 

Disputes were frequent, especially on occasions where 
anything like a crowd was collected^ On the 16th of Sep- 
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tember 1778, the Sexton of the Churoh at Fort Zeelandia 
asked the Council of Policy to make a resolution as to pre- 
cedence at funerals, so that disturbances might be prevented* 
They decided dhat the procession should form in the follow- 
ing order, viz. the family of the deceased, the Directeur- 
General and Councillors, ex-Councillors according to 
seniority, the Predicant, Kiesheers and ex-Keisheers, 
Board of Orphans, Military Officers, Burgher Officers, 
First Clerk and Assistants, and finally, all others, in such 
order as might be previously decided at the house of the de- 
ceased. The following day the Council expressed their 
indignation at an offensive letter from six Burgher Officers, 
which they resolved to forward to the States General and 
the Ten. Even the Predicant, the Bev. J. Lingitis, was 
reprimanded in July previous, for disobedience to the 
Council, and in November following he applied for a 
honourable discharge on the plea of ill-health. This was 
granted, and arrangements made for the Bev. Tilbanijh to 
come from Demerara every two months to perform service, 
for which he was to be remunerated from the Church and 
Poor Fund. 

Stringent regulations were made to prevent illicit trading, 
which it appears was still carried on to some extent. The 
manifests of all vessels were to be deposited at the Sec- 
retary's Office, and on these was to be declared what goods 
were to be sold. A list of passengers was also to be made 
out by the Captain, and, if these were going to settle in 
the colony, they were bound to take the oath of allegiance 
at once. After taking the oath, a stranger might be ad- 
mitted to all the rights of citizenship on payment of a fee 
of five guilders. It was proposed that foreign vessels 
should pay five per cent duty on all imports and exports, 
but as the feeling against this was too strong they were 
allowed to remain on the same footing as those of the 
&therland« 
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The Company imposed a Customs duty of two per cent 
on exports and imports to and from Essequibo and Deme- 
rara, this going by the name of Becognitie, besides which a 
half of one per cent was charged for convoy. The vessels 
were bound to proceed direct to the colony, and, if tbey 
broke bulk in a foreign port, were liable to a fine of three 
thousand guilders. The Captains were also obliged to take 
as many passengers as the ship could accommodate, such 
as soldiers, servants under engagement, with their wives 
and children, &c., providing them with food and drink on 
the voyage, for the paltry sum of thirty-six guilders a head, 
children under ten paying half, and babies being free. 
They were liable to a fine of /lOO for taking any one without 
a pass, /600 for sailing without a manifest, /1 00 for taking 
a private letter, /600 for not giving ten days notice of de- 
parture, or leaving without the letter bag, while a bond 
for /7,000 was exacted, as security that none of the con- 
ditions should be violated. 

All these stringent regulations met with continual pro- 
tests, not only from the colonists but the Councils as 
weU. Commandeur Sohuylenbueg, in 1779, discharged 
Secretary Boetebingh for ill-treating the clerks, which the 
Ten thought a very high-handed proceeding, reprimanding 
him severely, and declaring his action null and void. In 1 777j 
Bebnabd Albinus wrote a formal protest to the Commandeur 
and Council of Demerara, against the right of the Company 
to order the banishment of any servant, without trial or 
investigation, if he was thought dangerous to its interests. 
This having been forwarded to the Ten, they expressed 
their great dissatisfaction, and said they considered them- 
selves the only judges of their own actions, ordering that 
in future no one should honour them with such demon- 
strations. On the 14th May 1778, it was resolved, that 
unless all their orders were executed immediately on arrival^ 
the Commandeur should be fined six guilders for each day 
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they remained in abeyance^ unless satisfactory reasons 
could be shown. 

The regulations as to leaving the colony were very strin- 
gent. Debtors were required to give notice to their 
oreditorSi and were not permitted to depart without leaving 
suflBcient property, not only for the satisfaction of those 
interested, but also the authorities. 

A very important matter was decided by the Ten on the 
3rd of May 1779, in answer to a question from Bssequebo. 
The children of whites and slaves were not necessarily free, 
but they might obtain their freedom on application to that 
authority. About the same time it was decided that insane 
persons were not to be confined by the authorities, except 
on the request of their relations, and on payment for board 
and lodging. 

The last few years had shown a steady increase in the 
official returns of exports. In 1779, twenty-four vessels 
arrived in both rivers, ten from Zeeland and fourteen from 
Holland, three of them being slave ships, and the produce 
exported amounted to 5,899J^ hhds. sugar, 927 barrels and 
25,234 bags coffee, and 2,868 bales cotton. The year fol- 
lowing the shipments of sugar and cotton were rather less, 
but coffee had increased to 1,437 brls. and 40,023 bags. 
There were then 129 plantations in Bssequebo, of which 
nine were exempted from taxes under the regulation, while 
in Demerara there were about 200 estates, the greater 
number of new concessions being on the East Coast, and 
of course free. Great difficulty was experienced in collect- 
ing the taxes, while the returns for their assessment were 
habitually falsified. Being paid in produce, the Receiver 
had often to complain of the trash which was imposed upon 
him — ^the sweepings of the coffee logic, damaged cotton, 
and the nastiest sugar, being considered good enough to 
pay the head-tax. Tt was always a year, and a very laige 
proportion of it, often two or three years in arrears. In 
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1780, the Couhcil protested so strongly against the im- 
position of an acreage tax, that the Ten ordered the 
Directeur-Q^neral to collect it at once without further con- 
sultation with his Councillors, and prosecute those who did 
not pay. The events of 1 781 however settled this question 
in favour of the planters. 

In Demerara, on the 21st of January 1780, Councillor 
Joseph Boubda called attention to the cost of boarding the 
Councillors during the session, which he considered too 
high. On the following day an offer was made by Mr. 
Yebhuys, to supply breakfast, dinner and supper, including 
wines, for both Councils, during their sessions, for the 
sum of /3,500 per annum, which was accepted. Joseph 
BouADA was at this time senior Councillor, and when 
SoHUTLENBUBG was sick in July following, acted as Com- 
mandeur ad interim. 

Towards the latter part of 1780, rumours of an impend- 
ing war with England put the colony in great fear, especially 
Demerara, where there were no defences for the coast and 
lower river estates. The matter was talked over at the 
dinner tables, and the Commandeur, who, as we knoW| 
owned a plantation, expressed his anxiety as to the results 
of a raid on the river by privateers. In conversation with 
James Clabee, a Barbadian, he said that it would be better 
for Demerara to be captured by a King's ship, than to be 
exposed to pillage. As we shall see later, this conversation 
was reported to the Governor of Barbados^ with important 
results. 

As early as January 1780, the condition of the Demerara 
Brandwagt was considered, and a battery projected on the 
eastern point of the entrance to the river. A little later it 
was thought desirable to strengthen the Brandwagt, but on 
examination of its site they found the mud too oozy to 
stand a heavy battery, and therefore a light one was pro- 
jected. However, nothing was actually done, and the 
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defenoes remained in the same dilapidated condition. Two 
Amerioan privateers were in Demerara in the early part of 
1781, and one Captain G. Gbims was arrested there in Sep- 
tember 1780. 



CHAPTER XII. 



THE BERBICE ASSOCIATION AND THE PLANTERS, 

i'j68—j'j8o. 



Gbvemor Sabloniere appointed — ^New taxes imposed — a " Planters' 
Association " of the " Olden Time " — Its appeal to the States General 
— Ennmeration of taxes — Income and expenditure of the colony — 
Decision of the States General — Berbice obtains a bad reputation — 
Sabloniere dies^Winter appointed, who dies before taking over the 
administration — Kaecks appointed, dies, and is succeeded by Koppiers 
—Project for new fortifications— Koppiers' humanity. 



THE successor to Hoogenheim as Gbvernor of Berbice 
was Stephan Hendbik de la SABLONnsBE, who had 
been a Captain of Grenadiers, and was appointed on 
the 19th of March 1768. Not being a man of any particular 
ability, he could do hardly anything towards re-establishing 
the colony in its former position. Even with the most able 
and energetic Q-ovemor very little could have been done, as 
the Directors were unable to supply the necessary capital, and 
consequently the friction between the planters and the 
Government still continued. The forts were rebuilt after 
a fashion, and the posts re-occupied, but the expenses of 
proper fortifications were entirely beyond the means of the 
Association or the half-ruined colonists. A little Brandwagt 
was built opposite Fort St. Andries, from which signals 
could be made to the other side of the river, and this was 
the only new erection. In 1769, plans were made for two 
entirely new forts, to replace St. Andries and Nassau, but 
these were never carried out. 

While the planters were agitating for freedom of taxes, 
the Directors, forgetting the recommendation of Hoogen- 
heim, and the fact that settlers were wanted, abolished the 
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ten years* freedom on new concessions. It was publicly 
notified by the Gbvemor and Council on the 9th of October 
1770, that "the ten years* freedom, from taxes on land 
already granted but not transported, shall cease from this 
date, and these grants will iu future be subject to all the 
taxes in force, or that may be at any time imposed/' They 
would also have to pay ten guilders an acre before the 
transport was passed, and certain persons whose names 
were enumerated, were required to give notice within 
three months, whether they were willing to keep the land 
in their possession on those terms, as^ if not, their plan- 
tations would be given to other parties. It does not appear 
that the planters took much notice of this, as it was re- 
peated on the 1st of July following, with two months to 
send in their acceptance. The grantees, no doubt, took it 
as a breach of faith, and, as we shall see presently, com- 
bined to oppose all increase of taxation, although they 
wanted protection. They thought that either the Associa- 
tion or the State should do all that was required, and cared 
very little for anything beyond their own interests. 

At this time, the whole colony was kept going by the 
advances from the States of Holland, of 50,000 guilders 
every six months, for which interest had been paid. After 
receiving the last instalment in 1772, the Directors hardly 
knew how to act, and when the interest became due the 
following year, they petitioned for its remission, or that 
the whole debt might be cancelled. To re-establish the 
colony, y786,354 had been contributed, while they had only 
received /134,815 in taxes, and the colony estates were not 
paying. They had hitherto always tried to pay the interest 
but now they were quite destitute of funds, and could 
hardly raise enough for the current expenses. Ultimately 
the States gave them an imlimited time to pay, which 
settled the matter, as no attempt was afterwards made 
to provide for either capital or interest. 
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The dispute as to the increase of taxes came to a crisis 
in 1774. A number of influential merchants of Amsterdam 
had estates in Berbice, and when the Directors wanted to 
impose additional taxes, petitions were sent to their High 
Mightinesses protesting against their being obUged to pay 
these, on the ground that they were against the provisions 
of the Charter. The shareholders had never paid up more 
than fifty per cent, and the planters claimed that the capital 
should all be subscribed before they were asked to con- 
tribute. The Directors in reply, stated that all the profits 
on the ten or eleven colony estates went to pay the expenses, 
while the private planters paid hardly anything. 

From the documents* connected with this dispute, it 
appears that the estate owners and persons interested in 
Berbice, formed a Society to protect their interests, which 
met once a month in Amsterdam. It was governed by a 
Committee of four, one of whom in turn was President 
for three months, and two retired annually. The subscrip- 
tion was six guilders on signing the Articles, and a further 
contribution of ten stivers for each thousand pounds of 
produce received from Berbice. To prevent dinners, &c. 
at the Society's expense, it was provided that nothing but 
pipes and tobacco should be paid for from the funds. 
There were thirty-nine original members, and the meetings 
commenced on the 4th of April 1769. From this Society 
a number of petitions emanated, all being in opposition to 
the Berbice Association, in fact it may be considered as a 
rival and opponent to the proprietors in all their move- 
ments. A deputation was appointed to wait on the Direc- 
tors, but as the two parties could not agree, the negotiations 
were soon broken off. 

In 1774, PiBTBB Pama and others drew up an elaborate 
Petition and Memorial, and forwarded it to the States 

* Reqaeste, Memorie, en Bylaagen voor Pieter Famft eum $ui$, Eigenaars ran Flantagten gelagen 
i& de Golonle BerUce, fto., dta„ 1774. 
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General, in which their grievances were well stated. In 
obedience to the recommendations of their High Mighti« 
nesseSi to renew their negotiations with the Directors as 
soon as possible, so as to get an estimate of the cost of 
the defences of the colony, the proportion which the 
planters would have to pay, and the manner in which it 
might be collected, they had applied to the Directors three 
times. At first they received no answer, but on the third 
application the Directors at last said they would give no 
reply in writing, but were willing to talk over the matter. 
Five deputies were then appointed, three of them being 
commissioned to attend the meetings of the Directors, but 
nothing came of this. Then the Society offered to place 
the matter in the hands of their lawyers, but the Directors 
refused, saying they wished to have nothing to do with 
lawyers. The petitioners then went on to say that they 
had done everything in their power to arrange matters, but 
all in vain, on account of the strange behaviour of the 
Directors, and now they addressed themselves to their High 
Mightinesses, praying them to prohibit the collection of 
the extraordinary tax of /1 25 for each plantation. They 
also asked that the Directors be commanded to communicate 
in writing to the suppliants, what measures they intended 
to take to protect Berbice, the cost thereof, and what part 
they expected to be contributed by the planters ; also that 
the negotiations should take place in the presence of depu- 
ties nominated by their High Mightinesses. 

The Memorial states, that the Directors were permitted 
by the Charter to exact an annual head-tax of fifty pounds 
of sugar from each inhabitant, black or white, a weigh-tax 
of two-and-a-half per cent on imports and exports, and a 
tonnage duty of three guilders per last on all vessels, both 
inwards and outwards. Besides these, they might impose 
an extraordinary head-tax for the fort at the mouth of the 
river, the cost of the Minister, &c., and moderate taxes 
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for supporting the government, &c. All these were per« 
mitted, and paid as follows : — 

1. Head-tax of 50 lbs. sugar or 60 stivers for each adalt, and 25 for 
each child, whether white or black. 

2. Weigh-tax or Customs duty of 2\ per cent, on produce, calculating 
sugar at /40 per hhd., cacao 8 stivers per lb., oofEee 5 stivers per lb., 
and cotton 6 stivers per lb. 

3. Vendue tax on all public sales, the seller paying 2^ per cent, to the 
colony, and the buyer 5 per cent, to the Vendue Master. Besides this 
they had to pay 2 stivers in the guilder for making out notice of the sale, 
and a portion of the ^50 which was paid to the messenger who carried 
round the publication. When the vendue took place a drum was beaten 
at the fort, both morning and evening, as long as the sale lasted, for 
which the seller had to pay /2. 10. 

4. Tonnage duty of /3 per last (2 tons) on entry, and the same on 
clearing, besides 10 stivers on a hhd. of beer, an anker of wine, brandy 
or gin, or a case of spirits or wine of fifteen flasks, also 5 stivers for a 
landing certificate on each of these. 

5. Stamp duty on all documents passed by the Gk>vemor and Councilt 
such as transports, mortgages, <Skc. of /3 ; on wills and codicils /2, and 
on all petitions, summons, ^., 10 stivers. 

6. Storage at the free man's store house (Gleneral Custom house, as 
distinguished from the Colony store) 10 per cent on the cost of freight. 

7. Postage on each letter, according to size, either in Amsterdam or 
in the colony, 6, 12, 18 or 30 stivers. 

8. Church money of one stiver per acre. 

These taxes were enumerated to disprove the statement 
of the Directors, that the private planters contributed little 
or nothing to the revenue of the colony. 

Many of the Berbice planters united in appointing certain 
merchants of Amsterdam as their attorneys, to carry on 
the opposition to new taxes and bring the matter before the 
States Greneral. They stated that they wished to prevent 
the ruin and total loss of the colony, which had already 
been nearly destroyed by the revolt of the slaves. To 
prevent further deterioration, they were desirous of doing 
everything possible to re-establish Berbice, but they could 
not flatter themselves that this would be done unless their 
endeavours in that direction received the support of their 
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High Mightinesses. They therefore prayed that the present 
owners of estates, and those desirous of establishing new 
ones, be granted the same privileges as were allowed to 
former settlers, and that they should never be charged, or 
held liable, to defray the extraordinary expenses already 
incurred, or that might be connected with the preservation 
of the colony from a similar danger to that of the late 
rebellion. These great expenses being entirely beyond 
their means, they begged their High Mightinesses to make 
such further provisions as might be found necessary to pufc 
the colony in a safe condition, so that the plantations might 
thrive. 

The principal conditions o£ the planters were that they 
should not be called upon to pay the debts of the Association, 
and that before incurriug any expenses for which new 
taxes were to be imposed, they had the right to be con- 
sulted. Their questions to the Directors in 1768 were, 
first, what proportion of the cost of the expeditions must 
be paid by the planters ? second, what would be the cost 
of the defences P and last, what measures were to be taken 
to keep the colony secure in future ? 

In reply, the Directors stated that the costs of the assist- 
ance from Surinam, St. Eustatius, &c., amounted to 
/393,471.4; and that they had negotiated a loan on which 
the interest amounted to /6,250, which with the cost of the 
Military establishment, /49,739.7, made the annual ex- 
penses /55,989.7. The income of the colony, after paying 
the ordinary expenses of administration, amounted to 
/15,834, so that there was a deficiency of /40,1 55.7. This 
they thought should be borne by the whole colony, and 
that taxes on produce would be the least oppressive. 
Beyond the deficiency above stated, /40,000 was required 
annually to pay off the debt by instalments, so that over 
eighty thousand guilders was wanted, while the value of the 
produce of the whole colony amounted to about /332,000. 
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They could not estimate the cost of fortifications, but 
thought they had better improve Fort Nassau, so as to be 
secure against internal enemies, rather than erect a strong 
fort at the mouth of the river, the expense of which the 
colony could not bear. 

The Planters* Association (as it may be called) did not 
like their answer. To pay a produce tax of eighty thousand 
guilders annually would mean twenty-five per cent ad 
valorem duty, in addition to the two-and-a-half already 
paid. This, as they said, would simply ruin them, so they 
wrote again to the Directors, asking for fuller information, 
to which they received no reply. After a lot of petitions 
and counter-petitions, the States General at last decided 
on the 1st of April 1774, that the Directors should be per- 
mitted, for three years, to double the existing taxes, and 
impose another of /1 25 on each plantation, provided the 
total amount did not exceed /12,-500. In consideration 
for this, they were bound to make provisions for the 
security of the colony, and always keep at least two 
hundred properly armed and equipped soldiers there, and 
further, to furnish the Planters' Association with a muster 
roll of the troops in Berbice every six months. 

The matter was now settled for a time, but Berbice took 
a long period to recover herself. To prevent any reasonable 
cause for insurrection in future, the States Q-eneral, in 
October 1764, ordered the Directors to take steps to prevent 
undue severity to the slaves, and also to increase the 
number of whites on the estates. In the fatherland, the 
cruel executions of the captured rebels had created a very 
bad impression, even the Stadtholder himself saying that 
he lamented their sad fate. Thus Berbice obtained a very 
bad reputation for cruelty, while the late epidemic gave it 
another character of being unhealthy, so that there was a 
difficulty in getting soldiers and sailors to go there. This 
e^iren gave rise to the proverbial expressions '* Hij is naar 
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de Berbiesjes " and '^ Loop naar de Berbiesjes " applied to 
a person " gone to the dogs " or irretrievably rained. 

Governor Sabloniebb died in 1773, and on the 16th of 
November of the same year, the Directors appointed Johan 
Gheistoffel de Winter as his successor. This gentleman 
was at that time Captain Commandant of the troops in 
Essequebo, and being in that colony, was allowed to take 
his oath by proxy. His Commission was dated 23rd March 
1774, but when it reached Essequebo he was very sick, 
and, dying on the 4th of July following, never assumed 
the Government, or was even able to visit Berbice. Mean- 
while, the colony remained under the control of three 
members of the Council of Gk)vemment. 

Some difficulty was now experienced in getting a suitable 
person to fill the office, but Isaac EIaecks was commissioned 
on the 15th of December, 1774, and departed from the 
Netherlands the following year, arriving in August, when 
he took over the Government from the three Councillors, 
who received presents of seven hundred guilders each, for 
their two years services. 

As a result of the agitation of the planters, a Publication 
was made on December 12th 1774, that the grantees of 
new land should have the option of paying the ten guilders 
per acre in ten annual instalments, the Directors holding a 
preferent claim for the amount unpaid. This was ordered 
to be sent round to the different divisions, after being pub- 
lished by beat of drum in the presence of two Councillors. 

Kaeoes died in December 1777, and again the colony 
was administered by three of the Councillors until his suc- 
cessor was appointed. 

On the 19th of June 1778, Pibtbb Hendrik Koppibbs was 
chosen Governor, and in October following he took over 
the government, when the three Councillors were presented 
with /1,200. and the Secretary and Fiscal with /525. 
Like most of his predecessors, he received a grant of five 
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hundred acres of land, so that, as in Demerara and Esse* 
quebo, the chief was also a planter. Koffiebs was an 
energetic young man, and soon made his influence felt. 
He made a careful inspection of the fortifications, which he 
found very imperfect, they being in an unfinished state for 
want of funds. The garrison consisted of two hundred 
men, who were hardly sufficient to properly man the 
different forts and posts. To put matters right, the en- 
gineer, J. C. W. Heblin, was sent out, with orders to 
complete the forts in six years. He arrived in Berbice on 
the 28th of March 1780, and immediately set to work, but 
found it impossible to carry out the plans for want of 
money and labour. Having made new plans, which in- 
cluded especially the completion of Fort St. Andries, he 
was directed to proceed accordingly, but before he had 
hardly commenced the work, the colony was captured by 
the English. 

KoppiBBS saw the necessity for coming down the river, 
and no doubt had noticed the wonderful development of 
Demerara during the last few years. He tried his best to 
pat the colony in good order, and especially, made regula- 
tions for the government of the slaves. His ideas were 
humane; while being desirous of keeping the negroes 
under subordination, he wished at the same time to protect 
them from tyranny and cruel treatment. On the 12th of 
July 1780, he sent a letter to the Directors, calling their 
attention to the fact that murdering a slave was only 
punished by a fine of /500, while any runaway could be 
killed as an outlaw ; these things had quite shocked him. 
Nothing however was done for several years on account of 
the events which followed. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



THE ''THREE RIVERS'' CAPTURED BY THE 

BRITISH, lySi. 



War with Great Britain — Capture of St. Enstatius — Four Englisli 
privateers arrive in Demerara and compel its suirender — News sent to 
Esseqnebo — Arrival of two Men-of-war from Barbados — Letter from 
Governor Cunningham — Demerara capitulates to H. M. Ships — Com- 
missioners sent to Essequebo t-o demand its surrender — Delegates sent to 
St. Eustatius to arrange terms with Admiral Rodney — Successful nego- 
tiations — Thanked on their return — Captain Thompson assumes supreme 
control — Oath of allegiance objected to — Essequebo comes to terms daring 
the absence of the delegates— Lieut. -Col. Kingston's queries and answers 
—Soldiers ordered to leave if they would not enter the British service — 
Further disputes as to oath — Captain Thompson's unpopularity — Spanish 
raids — Projects for improving Demerara — Want of funds — Fort St. 
George — The oath again — Arrival of Eongston as Governor — His speech 
— Reply of Council — Oath settled to the general satisfaction — Answer 
of Demerara to complaints of Essequebo — Proposed Government Build- 
ings and new town — ^Want of funds — Revenue of colony — Roads and 
bridges— Regulations for the entry of vessels — Idlers ordered to work 
or leave Demerara — Jail wanted, torture not allowed — Manumission tax 
Governor's salary — General satisfaction with Kingston — an English 
clergyman in Demerara. 

n TIRING the war with the American Colonies, England 
had reason to complain that the Dutch settlements in 
the West Indies were used as dep6ts, to supply the 
enemy with provisions and contraband of war. This led 
to a manifesto and declaration of war on the part of Eng- 
land, on the 20th of December 1780, in which the Dutch 
were charged with giving secret assistance to both Prance 
and the revolted colonies, with protecting the enemies' 
privateers in general and the American pirate, Paul Jones, 
in particular, and especially, with making a secret treaty 
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witii ike Ammeaos. At tlie same time, Letters of Marque 
were iasued against the Dutcliy and some of tiieir vessels 
which lay in British ports ordered to be detained. 

The answer of the States Qeneral was formulated on the 
10th of March 1781. They said that '' if ever the annals 
*' of the world have furnished an instance of a free and in- 
« dependent state being attacked by an enemy, in the most 
<< unjustifiable manner, and without the least appearance of 
'' right or equity, by a neighbouring power allied for a long 
'* time, and bound by ties founded on the basis of common 
*' interest, it is without doubt the Republic of the United 
** Netherlands, which finds itself in that case with His 
** Majesty the king of Great Britain and his Ministers." 
Prom the beginning of the disputes they daiqied to have 
adhend to the most exact neutraUty, prohibiting the ex- 
portation of warlike stores to the British colonies in 
America, and taking such steps as greatly circumscribed 
their own trade and navigation. They had sent the most 
exact orders to all their colonies and settlements, as well as 
to their ships of war, to abstain from doing, in regard 
to the American flag, anything from which it might be 
inferred that they acknowledged the independency of 
the said colonies. When they had received a memorial 
from the British Ambassador, full of complaints against 
the governor of St. Eustatius, they had condescended 
to deliberate on it, although it was couched in terms little 
consonant with the regard due from one power to 
another, and recalled the Governor, when he cleared himself 
from the charges in a Court of Justice, the proceedings of 
which were transmitted to His Majesty's Minister. The re- 
mainder of the answer explains in a satisfactory manner 
(apparently) the other shady transactions charged against 
them, however, there appears to be no doubt that an illicit 
trade was done by the Dutch colonies, either with or 
withoqt the consent of the Qovemment« 

2 N 
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As we have seen in the last chapter, orders were sent 
to BiSsequebo and Demerara, prohibiting the honouring of 
the American flag and the supply of contraband of war, 
but notwithstanding these, in the beginning of the year 
1791, there was actually an American privateer in the 
Biver Demerara. 

Admiral Bodnet was in the West Indies when the news 
of the declaration of war was brought, and was so prompt 
in his movements, that he appeared before St. Eustatius on 
the 3rd of February, with a strong fleet, and a great military 
force under the command of General Vaughan. The 
Dutch Governor, knowing nothing of the declaration of 
war, could scarcely comprehend the meaning of the officer 
who went ashore to demand the surrender of the island, 
and, being utterly unable to cope with such a force, was 
compelled to give up the place. Having for some time 
previous, considered this island as a nest of contrabandists, 
Bodnet confiscated all the properties of the inhabitants, 
and ordered them to quit the island. The harbour was 
full of vessels, there being about two hundred and fifty 
of all sizes, many of them loaded^ while the stores were 
filled with goods estimated to be worth three million 
pounds. 

The people were quite astonished when they found that 
Bodnet was treating them in this extraordinary manner. 
Such a thing had never been heard of before, and the 
Jews of the island petitioned strongly against the deporta- 
tion and loss of their goods. It was with anguish that they 
approached their Excellencies, and with the utmost concern 
that they had received the afflicting order to give up the 
keys of their stores, together with inventories of their goods, 
household furniture and plate, and to prepare themselves 
to quit the island, leaving their beloved wives and helpless 
children behind them, and their goods liable to confiscation. 
Such unexpected orders from British Commanders, whose 
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principal characteristics were mercy and humanity, had 
produced the most horrid and melancholy scenes of distress 
that ever British eyes beheld, for numbers of families 
were now helpless, disconsolate, and in an absolute state of 
indigence and despair. 

This appeal had no effect however, the Admiral being 
determined to execute his project of totally rooting out this 
nest of smugglers, even against the protests of some of his 
officers. Bales of goods were sold by auction — ^in many 
cases without inspection of the contents — the merchants 
from Barbados and other English islands, crowding to St. 
Eustatius to pick up bargains, which in some cases were 
almost fortunes, as the number of buyers was small in 
proportion to the immense quantity of goods. 

A number of English privateers then in the West 
Indies, hearing of the declaration of war, and the capture 
of St. Eustatius, proceeded to the coast of Guiana, where 
they were successful in capturing several Dutch vessels 
before the colonies even knew of the commencement 
of hostilities. Four of them, belonging to Bristol, arrived 
in Demerara about the 21st of February, and seized all the 
vessels in the lower part of the river, thus stopping com- 
munication, and occasioning so much alarm, that most of 
the planters sent their wives, children, slaves, and portable 
effects, into the bush. Every boat was captured, so that 
the news should not be carried up the river, which caused 
the anxiety to be all the greater. 

An extraordinary meeting of the Council of Policy was 
called on the 22nd, at which some of the members were 
unable to attend because of the blockade. The Comman- 
deur reported that three privateers had captured some 
vessels in the river, and asked the Council to deliberate on 
the means of defence. Many suggestions were made, but 
on account of the state of affairs nothing was done, as 
even the Militia could not be collected. 

2k2 
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On tlie 23rd the following letter was received by the 
Commandeur : — 

" We the undersigned, being Commanders of four omiflerSy aad 
being now at war witb the States Qeneral, intend to cruise hwe until 
the arrival [of more ships of war and two thousaiid troopSt whicih we 
hourly expect, and it is then oar intention to enter both riyers. 

" We have the pleasure to acquaint you that St. EustatiuB is now 
under the English flag, and that there are five ships gone against 
Surinam. 

*' On board the Rodney at sea. 

(Signed) Wm. Maglttbe, Bobt. B&bsal, ^fvL. Habdt, 

BfllTJ. WlNBOLD. 

To the Hon. P. yak SCHUTLSiTFtme^, Commandaati and Council, te. 

Next morning, an officer arrived under a flag of truee, 
who, on being admitted to the Council, stated thattke 
ressels were English privateers come to demand the sur- 
render of the river. Before coming to any decifdon, it was 
resolved to send Councillors Joseph Boxjbiml, Johk Hasuh, 
and Thomas CuMma, to acconq)an7 the irflcer, and enquire 
of the Commander of the privateers, first, •* "Where they 
came from ?" second, ** Who they were ?" and last, ••For 
what reasons and in whose name they acted in such a hostile 
manner ? '' The deputation having gone on board and made 
these enquiries, returned with the answer, that the pri- 
vateers were commissioned by Admiral Lord Rodmbt, and 
if the river was not surrendered within two hours, they 
would commenee hostilities and take what they wanted l^ 
force. After deliberation it was decided that nothing could 
be done to defend the river, and they could therefore only 
strike the flag and surrender. This having been commu- 
nicated to the enemy, they took possession of all the vessels  
and plundered some of the plantations, but like others of 
the same class, made no attempt to intOTfere with the Gov- 
ernment. At a meeting of the Council on the 25tb, it was 

* Fifteen vessels were captured in Bemenua and eight io BerUoe. 
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resolved to send news of this calamity to Berbice and 
to eirect some fortifications as soon as possible, including 
more especially a battery (m Plantation 3o^ Leary. 

The news was sent to Esseqnebo on the 24th, a^d on 
the following day an extraordinary meeting of the Oomicil 
was caQed. The Directeur-Qeneral stated that a very un- 
happy circumstance had taken places war had been declared 
by Great Britain, and it had resulted that two three-masted 
ships, a brig, and two schooners, of the enemy, had been 
observed cruising at the mouth of the river* He had 
received news of the surrender of Demerara, and Comman- 
deur SoHUiLENBima had written saying *' I beg you not to 
** attempt sending any assistance, as you will require help 
" yourself," Tt was decided to thank Sohuylenbubg for 
his information, and as for Bssequebo, it couJd not be de- 
fended, Fort Zeelandia not being in a fit state to be of any 
use, while even if the enemy could be delayed by the fort 
this would not protect the river. Captain Sevebtn, the 
Commandant of the Fort, was then authorised to fire a 
blank shot, in case the vessels should appear before the 
fort, and if they took no notice and did not anchor, then 
to fire with ball. In case the enemy should attadc the 
fort, he was authorised to ho^st the white flag, and beat 
the drum as a signal of surrender, and if they did not 
then cease firing, to lower the flag altogether. The Sec- 
retary and lieutenant of MiUtia, were then to go on board 
under a flag of truee, ask what were the eneoot/s intentionst 
and report to the Council. It was then suggested that the 
books should be hidden in some place of security, but as 
no suitable locality could be found, it was decided to let 
them remain where they were. 

By the arrival in Demerara of H.M.S. Swprize and Bar'^ 
iuda on the 27tii, a new aspect was given to the state of 
affairs. The following letter was brought from the Gover- 
nor of Barbados, addressed to Sohutlmbubg : — 
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Sir, — ^Having received information from Mr. Clark, who lately arrived 
from Demerara, that upon the supposition that hostilities were likely to 
commence between Great Britain and the States General of the United 
Provinces, Your Excellency was apprehensive that the settlement nnder 
yonr government^ might possibly fall a prey to privateers, as yon were 
in no condition to resist, and that, to avoid the consequences of their 
irregularity, you are willing to surrender to one of H,M. Ships-of-war ; 
I therefore, to comply with your wishes, have sent Lieutenant Fosbest, 
an Officer of the 90th Regiment, with a flag of truce, which flag the 
Commander of the King's ship will convey to you, and aCEord you an 
opportunity of surrendering the Gk>vemment under your command to 
the King of Great Britain, which will entitle you to the same terms as 
those granted by Sir GBOBaE Bbidoes Bodhet and Gbneral Vaughav, to 
St. Eustatius, Saba and St. Martins. 

Captain Pbhdbb of H.M.S, Ba/rhuda, I flatter myself, will be able to 
accomplish this object, who will acquaint me with your Resolution, when 
a proper force shall be sent to keep possession for the King my Master. 

I have the honour, Ac*, 

Jab. CuinrDreKAM. 

This was accompanied by the following : — 

Barbuda^ off the Demerara River, 

February 27th, 1781. 
Sir,— With this you will receive a letter from His Excellency General 
CuHviveKAic : I am to add, that since my leaving Barbados, I have been 
joined by H.M.S. Surprize, and to request that Your Excellency's 
answer may he addressed jointly to Qaptain Dat and myself. 

I have, Ac, 

FsAiroui FEiniEB. 
Surprize^ off the Demerara Biv«r, 

February 27th, 1781. 
Sir,— In pursuance to the orders of Sir G. B. Eodnet, Bart., Knight 
of the Bath, Admiral of the White, and Commander-in-Chief of H.M 
ships and vessels employed in these seas, to us directed ; We the Cap- 
tains of H.B.M.S. the Surpriee and Barbuda, were ordered on this Coast, 
to attack, seize and destroy all ships and vessels belonging to the States 
General of the United Provinces, or their subjects, and finding at our 
arrival off here, that the privateers, from your defenceless situation, 
have taken most of the ships, &c., out of the two rivers Demerara and 
Essequebo, we are to lequest that no more are given up to them, but 
that the remainder be put in our possession, with your garrison and 
troops, and free entrance for His Majes^'s ships up the river, and we 
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will take npon us to answer that no privateers sliall land, molest, or 
disturb, the unarmed people of your coimtry, and, will as far as in our 
power, give yon the same terms as those granted to St. Enstatixis* 
Lieutenant Williams of *H.M.S. Surprize, is charged with these des- 
patches, and will bring us your answer, which we shall expect as soon 
as possible. 

We have, Ac., 

Gbo. Bat, Fbavoib PmmE. 

These letters liaying been considered, it was resolved to 
surrender on the same terms as St. Eustatius, although the 
Council did not know vvhat these were, and expressed their 
dissatisfaction at being obliged to capitulate under such 
vague conditions. 

The reply of the Oommandeur and Council was as 
follows : — 

Gentlemen,— We have this moment reoeived the honour of your letter 
relatiye to a proposal for rendering ourselves under the protection of His 
Majesty the King of Great Britain. The condition we are in, and the 
ill-treatment we suffer already from the priyate ships of war at present in 
this river, make us happy to embrace such an offer upon the same terms as 
granted to St. Eustatius, which we suppose to be, to leave the Gk>vemment 
in full liberty of its rights, the inhabitants in quiet possession of their 
estat-es, and, with regard to the Military, to suffer them to depart with the 
honours of war. We therefore reiterate, that we give ourselves up under 
the protection of his aforesaid Majesty, and do wish that all the ships that 
have been carried out, may be ordered to be returned into this river, to be 
disposed of by you, gentlemen, as may be thought proper afterwards, espe- 
cially as none of these Commanders of private ships of war have thought 
it convenient to show their Commissions,* although requested thereto. 

We shall conclude the present by begging your consideration, that while 
the constitution of our settlement is of a different nature with that of Bt. 
Eustatius, that no difficulty will be made to grant us some softer terms. 

We have, Ac., 

Commandeur and Councillors of Bemerara. 

The following day, the Secretary was sent on board, 
who, on his return, reported that Captains Day and Pbndeb 
had no direct orders or power to make terms, but that a 
vessel would be sent to Lord Bodnet as soon as possible to 
learn his pleasure. Meanwhile, the two Captains appeared 
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in tbd Oounjoil on tha 2iid of Maroli, aiid formally deolarad 
that they took possession of the BiTer DCTierara in the 
name of the King of Gfreat Britain. 

On the 28th of February the Directeur-General called a 
meeting of the Council of Essequebo, when he read a letter 
from Captains Dat and Pjbnpbb, which had just been 
brought by Lieutenant Williams. This was similar to that 
to the Commandeur of Demerarat demanding the surretnder 
of Sssequebo and requiring an immediate answer. They 
insisted that all vessels then in the river should be at once 
put in their possession, and that on no pretence should 
they be wilfully run ashore, destroyed, unloaded, or in any 
way injured, or allowed to sail. The Directeur-Gbneral 
reported that he had just received the letter under a flag 
of truce, after which Lieutenant Williams was called in, 
and asked for further information as to the conditions 
granted to St. Eustatius, who in reply said that these were 
not yet known. On deliberation, they thought it very hard 
to give up on conditions of which they knew nothing, but 
as they were unable to defend the river they could not 
refuse, while they would have to trust that G-reat Britain 
would treat them honourably. 

On the 3rd of March the Directeur-General reported that 
a large and a small vessel were already in front of the plan- 
tation of Mr. Yak Bodbn, and they expected to arrive at 
the fort by the next flood tide. Li case they should come 
up during the night, the Secretary was directed to proceed 
on board under a flag of truce, and enquire their business. 
A little later the Secretary went on board and returned 
with Lieutenant Williams, who handed in the following 
letter :-~ 

Sir, — ^We have the honour of your lottor by lienteiiant WauAm, and 
haye, agraeable to yoar requUition, sent you a force equal to aeome yourself 
and the people in the Goyernment of Etsequebo, from every danger and 
ininlty and we have given Lieutenant Williams necessary orders for his 
proceedings. There not being sufficient water for His Majesty's ships to pass 
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the bar of Esseqoebo, was the reason why we sent Lieutenant Williaxs. 
The Swtpme will go into Demerara river to-morrow, and the Barbuda will 
sail to join Sir Obobob Bobvht, to request a force to be sent immediately 
for your farther profceotion. We feel mnoh distressed that we cannot reply 
to yonr Exoellenoy's letter so fally as we could wish, not being acquainted 
with the Dutch languc^e, and we have to request that your answer to our 
letter of the 28th of February may be sent us in English, as we unfor- 
tunately have no interpreter. 

We have, &c., 

Gbo. Day, Fsavois Fuvshb. 

On being asked what was to be done, Lieutenant Wil- 
liams said that everything must remain on the same footing 
nntil fnrther orders, with the flags flying ; he would how- 
ever take possession of the ships in the river, lower their 
flbgs, and hoist that of His Britannic Majesty. He then 
tendered the preliminary Articles of Capitulation which 
were finally agreed to as follows : — 

Preliminary Articles of Agreement, between Johv Wiluaxs, Esquire, as 
having Oommission from Gbobob Day, Esquire and Fbancib Fenbeb, Esquire, 
Commanders of His Majesty the King of Great Britain's ships of war the 
Surprize and Barbuda, in this river of Essequebo, and William MoClubv, 
Esquire, for taking possession of the same, on one side, 

and 

The Honourable Director General and Councillors of the said river of Es- 
sequebo on the other side. 

1. It is agreed that the Fort Zeelandia, with its garrison, shall be left in 
the same manner and state in which it is now, under the Dutch colours» 
until more particular disposals of the said Gbosob Day, Esquire and Fbaitcis 
PflNBBE, Esquire, or one of them, may be made, except that the Powder 
Hagazine shall be sealed by the seal of the said Johk Wiluaxs, Esquire, in 
Commission, and by that of the West India Company. 

2. That the Company's stores shall be left undisturbed and under the 
same supervision as they are at present. 

3. That the eight Dutch trading ships lying here in this river at their 
anchors, be immediately put into the possession of the said Jomr Wiujaxb, 
Esquire, their colours to be struck, and no others to be hoisted. 

4. That the seamen of those Dutch ships, committing any misdeeds, 
shaD provisionally be put into the hands of the Magistrates of this place 
and river. 

5. With respect to all ceremonies, these shall be agreed upon by more 
particular regulations. 

2 
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6. Andf that in the last place, all the inhahitaBts may go and letnrn, to 
and fionoL all places in this lirer, with their small boats and crafts, wherever 
they are called by their own particular interests. 
This agreed and regulated this drd of March, 1781. 

6. H. Tbotz Jomr Williaxs 

T. 0. Seysbtv, Ac., &o< Wm. MoClitrb. 

On the same day, in Demerara, the two English Captains 
informed the Commandeur and Council that the Barbuda 
was to be sent to St. Eustatius, to report the surrender of 
the two rivers, and it was agreed that Joseph Bousda and 
John Haslin should be delegated to proceed to Lord Bodney, 
and arrange the Articles of Capitulation. This decision was 
made on the evening of the Srd, and there being no oppor- 
tunity of consulting the Directeur-GI-eneral, the delegates 
took upon themselves the responsibility of acting for both 
rivers. 

BouBDA and Haslin were provided with the following 
Commission : — 

These are to certify to all GoYemors and Gommanders-in-Ohief of 
His Brittanic Majesty's Service : 

We the Ck>mmandore and Oouncil of Bemerary have appointed J. Bovbda, 
Esq., Member of Council in this Eiyer, and J. Habldt, Esq., a prin- 
cipal inhabitant of this colony ; desire all such GoTcmors and Com- 
manders to assist and protect the same gentlemen in everything what 
they may require. 

Demerary. 3rd March, 1781. 

Leaving Borsselen Island the same night, they embarked 
on board the Ba/rhuda^ which lay near the mouth of the riyer, 
at daylight on the 4th, when the anchor was weighed imme- 
diately. They arrived at St. Eustatius on the evening of the 
12th, and the following morning went on board the Ad- 
miral's ship the Sandmch, where they were kindly received 
by Lord Bodney. After putting a number of questions, 
and inspecting a chart of the Biver Demerara, the Admiral 
expressed great satisfaction at the acquisition of the place, 
and said he thought it would be of great consequence to 
both Great Britain and the Garibee Islands. Gbneral 
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Vaughan haying arrived, the delegates were invited to dine 
on board, after which a friendly conversation took place, 
when the General and Admiral discussed the necessity for 
sending more troops to protect the two rivers against the 
French. The General thought it desirable to send some one 
to report, before going to the expense of providing a strong 
garrison, as he thought that a young colony ought not to 
be put to any very great expense. 

The following day they were invited to take up their 
quarters on board the Admiral's ship, where Boueda ren- 
dered himself useful by acting as French interpreter. Later, 
the Articles of Capitulation were discussed and ultimately 
signed, as follows : — 

By Sir Geobge Bodnet, Baronet, Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the 
White, Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's ships and vessels 
employed at Barbados, the Leeward Islands, and seas adjacent, 
And by the Honourable General John Vauohan, Commander-in- 
Chief of His Majesty's land forces employed in the West Indies, 
Ac., ^., &o. 
Whereas the inhabitants of Demerary and the Biver Esseqnebo and 
dependencies, have surrendered at discretion to the arms of His 
Britannic Majesty, it is hereby granted to the inhabitants to remain in 
fnll possession of their property, and to be goyemed by their present 
laws, nntil His Majesty's pleasure be known. 

All the property, stores, <&c., belonging to the Dntch West India 
Company, to be delivered np to His Britannic Majesty's Officers. 

The inhabitants to take the Oath of Allegiance to, and be admitted 
nnder, the protection of the Crown of Great Britain, and will be 
allowed to export their produce to Great Britain and the British islands 
of Tobago and Barbados, in British bottoms, and be treated in all 
respects as British snbjects till His Majesty's pleasure be known. 

The Commandant and other Officers have leave to go to Holland in a 
Cartel, taking with them all their effects, of whatever nature, the 
troops to have the same indulgence. 

Given under our hands at St. Eustatius this 14th day of March, 1781. 

Geo. Bridges Bodihst, John Vaughan. 

BousDA* tried his best to preserve the possessions of the 
Company from confiscation, but these were considered as 
being in the same position as if belonging to the Dutch 
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Government, and not on the footing of private property. 
In a later conversation the General told Boubda he was 
sending Colonel Kingston to inspect Demerara and Bsse- 
quebo, who would see what could be done to protect 
the two rivers. The delegates asked that the Oath of 
Allegiance should be modified, so that it be only stipulated 
that the colonists should not take up arms against His 
Britannic Majesty, and that they be allowed to ship to all 
the possessions of Great Britian. The Admiral said that 
no alteration of the Oath would be permitted, but a few 
months grace might be allowed, when, those who refused 
would have to quit the colony, and as to the trade, he 
believed that it had been prohibited to some places, but 
perhaps a little more latitude might be allowed. In answer 
to the Admiral's questions, Boueda told him that Demerara 
and Essequebo yielded annually about eight to ten thou- 
sand hogsheads of sugar, a proportionate quantity of rum, 
five or six million pounds of coflfee, and seven or eight 
hundred thousand pounds of cotton, while cocoa and indigo 
had been commenced, but were not yet of importance. 
The Admiral asked if they had any grievance against the 
present government that required redress, and advised 
them not to overlook any tyrannical or unjust measures, 
but give him information, that these might be rectified at 
once. Boueda told him that they were satisfied at present, 
and would not neglect giving him notice when they had 
any grievances. 

During their few days at St. Eustatius, Boubda and 
Haslin went to see some of the inhabitants, a few oE 
whom were possessors of estates in Demerara. They found 
them very much distressed at the position of affairs, the 
Island being utterly ruined. They also had a look at the 
auction sales, which were still being carried on, where they 
were surprised to see large packages broken open and sold 
in the most hurried manner, without the purchaser being 
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able to have more than a confused notion of the contents. 
BoiJBBA said that he wanted to make some purchases for 
himself, but could not do so on account of being ordered 
to prepare for his return. 

They left St. Eustatius on the 15th, in the Hyo&na^ 
Captain Thompson, aud arrived in Demerara on the 5th of 
April, where the whole river was informed of the Articles 
of Capitulation on the 9th. The Commandeur and Council« 
lors said that they could not find language strong enough 
to thank Messrs. Boubda and Haslin, and expressed their 
approval of everything that had been done. Councillors 
Bademaeeb and Swan, who had protested against the com- 
mission having departed without their knowledge and 
consent, now grumblingly withdrew their protest, while 
the inhabitants, when they heard of the state of St. 
Eustatius, were much relieved that the terms of the two 
rivers were not the same. 

Captain Edwabd Thompson now took over the command 
of both rivers, while Lieutenant-Colonel Kingston, who 
had arrived at the same time, commenced his enquiries as 
to the resources of the colony. Ejngston made himself 
so agreeable, that it was suggested that Admiral Bodnet 
be asked to appoint him as Governor, a petition to this 
effect being quietly drawn up, so as not to offend Captain 
Thompson, The following "Notice" was published by 
Captain Thompson and the Conunandeur and Councillors 
on the 9th of April : — 

^' In oonseqnenoe of the war, this river having been taken possession 
of by His Majesty's ships, the Oommandeur and Councillors resolved, 
with approbation of several of the inhabitants, to commit the gentlemen 
J. Boubda and J. Haslin, to go to Admiral Bodney cuid General Vauohan, 
to entreat them to grant this colony such terms of capitulation as this 
Court had given them in writing, at least as far as their Excellencies 
would grant the same. In consequence thereof the said gentlemen ob- 
tained the following Capitulation : * 

• See above* 
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^' WhicH Capitnlation, liaying been commimicated to several of the 
principal inhabitants* and no material opposition having been made, the 
same has been ratified and confirmed by the said Commodore Thompson 
and the Commandenr and Councillors of Demerara. 

<< And it is farther enacted and resolved, that the inhabitants of this 
river shall not be obliged to take the Oath of Allegiance within six 
months from the date of this present ; farther, that in conseqoence of 
the aforementioned Capitulation, the Commandenr and Conncillors shall 
remain in the fall possession of the Administration of the Policy and 
Jostice of this colony, in which Assemblies the said Commodore Thomp- 
son shall have the precedence, if he shall require it, in order to be in- 
formed of the business of the colony.'' 

During the absence of the Commissioners little had been 
done in Demerara. Captain Day, hearing that two 
American vessels were in the Upper Demerara, spoke 
strongly against the Commandenr for permitting them to 
come there, threatening to report the matter to Admiral 
Rodney, which made the Council very uncomfortable, 
although they excused themselves in the best way they 
could. 

In Essequebo, on the 6th of March, the Directeur 
General complained, that the ship Plantershulp was being 
taken away from her anchorage while the flag was still 
flying at Zeelandia. The Council was very much annoyed 
at thiSi which they considered as an insult to the Dutch 
Republic, and resolved at first not to hoist the flag again, 
but, getting a little cooler, they decided that it must be 
kept flying in accordance with the conditions. Next morn- 
ing Captain Day arrived at Fort Zeelandia, and ordered 
the flag to be lowered, and the Fort and Brandwagt to be 
put in possession of His Majesty. AAer some discussion 
the following terms were agreed to : — 

1. To strike the flag, for which Captain Day will give an acknowledgment. 

2. That the Military shall be allowed to march out with honours, retain- 
ing tHeir arms and equipage, and one cannon. 

3. The Military shall be quartered in the Brickery, and perform ordinary 
service under the orders of their Commanders, and in case of internal dis- 
turbance, be used under the orders of British Commanders. 
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4. For the above purpose they shall be equipped by the British Comman- 
ders. 
5* The Beligion of the inhabitants shall not be interfered with. 

6. The Government shall remain under the Directenr-General and Coun- 
cillors, the books and papers not being taken away, but kept in safety. 

7. All high and low officials shall remain under the regular government. 

8. That the stores shall remain as before and be carried on as usual, only 
arms being given up. 

9. That no colonist be injured in person or property, and their boats be 
allowed to go where necessary, without hindrance. 

10. But, all the inhabitants, before leaving the colony must obtain passes, 
and show them to the English Commander. 

11. In consideration of these, His Britannic Majesty shall protect these 
rivers against all pirates and robbers, and other interference. 

12. All criminals who may come into the hands of Justice, shall remain in 
detention, but not be punished, pending further instructions from Lord Boditbt. 

On tho 13tli of April Captains Thompson and Dat arrived 
in Essequebo, bringing a copy of the Articles of Capitula- 
tion, which did not altogether please the Directeur-Q-eneral, 
especially that which referred to the confiscation of the 
Company's estates. The Council tried to modify this, but 
the two Captains said they could not make any alterations, 
as the war had arisen through the action of the Amsterdam 
merchants, some of whom were shareholders of the Com- 
pany. After making some formal protests, the Articles 
were agreed to, and Captain Thompson reserved his right 
to a seat in the Council. Commander Sohuylenbubg and 
Mr. Haslin, who had also arrived, were admitted into the 
Council and thanked for the Commission to St. Eustatius 
and other arrangements, Haslin being asked to convey their 
acknowledgments to Councillor Boubda ; it was also decided 
to thank Admiral Rodney for the liberal terms of the 
capitulation. 

The following letter was read at the above meeting, and 
the questions answered the following day : — 

Demerara, April 10th, 1781* 
Sir, — ^His Excellency General VAtxeHAN having honoured me with his com- 
manda, to see into the state of your colony, and make report to him, I must 
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beg the f avoar of yon to obtain for me from the FnUic Offloers of the dif- 
ferent departments, fall information of the oivil and military oonoeme of 
your colony, that I may lay them before His Bxoellency the Cknumaiidei^in- 
Chief of His Majesty's foroes in the West Indies. 

The material pdnts of ciTil brndness may take some time to prepare and 
onthentioatet in the mean time I most ask, in the name of the General, for 
all Colonni and Military Trophies, with an aooount of the prisoners of war, 
distinguishing the different ranks of the Offioers, and the number of non- 
oommissioned officers and prirate soldiers. 

I most also desire an attested account of all the artilleryi arms» ammu- 
nition, and military stores, of eyery denomination on shore, including 
materials for making batteries, forts, or barracks, and all slaves, or cattle 
bebnging to the estoblishment of Essequebo. 

I have, &c., 

Bi. KDresioir, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 86th or Rutland Begiment. 
To the Honourable Governor Tboiz. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sjvesioir presents his best complimente to Governor 
Tbots, and has enclosed him some of the material points laid before the 
Council of Demerara yesterday ; as many of them may be equally necessary 
for the colony of Essequebo, they are sent for the Governor's consideration. 

1. What defensive works are necessary, the cost of them, how they might 
be paid for, the number of soldiers wanted for the defence, and what has 
been the usual garrison P 

Answer : The Coundl request the Lieutenant-Colonel to make a peisonal 
ioq^ien of the river, and see what will be required ; the garrison has been 
one hundred, including officers. 

2. What accommodation existe, such as quarters, hospitels, Ac., for the 
troops ? 

Answer : Sufficient accommodation for the troops in the fort; the hospital 
wants repairs. 

3. Can any force be raised in the colony for its defence, if so what forcci 
and how is it paid ? 

Answer: No. 

4. What is the annual revenue from duties or taxes ; what is the income 
of the estates of the Company and the stock of slaves, cattle, craft, Ac, on 
each : how are the rente collected, and what is paid to the attorney or 
receiver ? 

Answer : The Company exacte/2.10 for each slave ; in the river are eight 
thousand, including those of the Company. In Europe the Company receives 
two and a half per cent on goods shipped, but here it draws /6 per last on 
foreign ships, /I recognition on each hogshead of rum and f2 per hogshead 



THE THREE RIVERS CAPTURED. 289 

for molaBses, also a low duty on the ezportatioo of wood by the piece : 
farther, two per cent Yendae tax, of which half is ased for the fortifications 
and the remainder given to the Yendae Master. We cannot give the yearly 
produce of the colony, but the inventory or aocoant will be laid aver. 
What the Administrator receives is not known, but the Receiver gets five 
per cent of the receipts. 

6. Of the annual expenses of the colony, how much is expended for 
public officers, exigencies of Gk)vernment, and other benefits to colony ? 

Answer : The salaries of all high and low officers are almost /20,000, 
or about ^2,000, also, each officer and servant has a house, slaves and boats, 
according to his position. 

6. What is the average amount of the exports, for any given number of 
years ; what do the chief articles consist of, and what are the most desirable 
imports for profit or convenience ? 

Answer : This cannot be controlled in this river, as the inhabitants ship 
a great deal to Demerary, the principal are sugar, coffee and cotton, the 
most profitable to introduce are slaves, horses, mules, materials and tools, 
and especially meat and drink for whites and slaves, and clothing for all. 
f 7. Is the commerce of the colony choked by any present laws, or by 
restrictions of the Company, so much as to make redress necessary ? 
Answer: No. 

8. What is the civil establishment, and how are the public officers paid ? 
How is the Council constituted, by election, by Governor, or have any 
gentlemen seats by virtue of the offices they hold ? 

Answer: The civil establishment consists of a Directeur-General, Com- 
missary of train and vivres, Fiscal, Yendue Master, Receiver, Secretary and 
Bookeeper, Predicant, First Clerk of Secretary and six Assistants, Surgeon 
Major, and a few trades people, all paid from the Company's Chest in 
assignats twice yearly. The Council consists of the four first mentioned 
officers appointed by the Company, and with these, to form the assembly, 
are joined four of the principal inhabitants, nominated by the College of 
Kiesheers. 

9. Up to what time are duties and other portions of the public revenues 
paid, and are they remitted in specie or produce ? 

Answer: The taxes are paid yearly in either drafts or prodnoe, and 
remitted by the first opportunity. 

10. What proportion of the salaries of public officers remain unpaid at 
the present time? 

Answer : Four months wages are due since last year. 

11. What arrears of taxes are due, and from what time ? 

Answer : The Receiver of Demerara can give this information, as he acted 
for the one here, who is dead« 

2 p 
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12. It muBt be observed that the Crown of England must be accoanted 
with for all arrears now remaining uncollected, in the same manner as 
these would be claimed by the States General or the West India Company. 

Answer : This will be taken under consideration. 

13. In Jamaica there is a handsome allowance to the officers and soldiers 
stationed there for the defence of the Island : Does this colony make any 
similar allowance, and if so, what does it amount to in hard dollars to the 
different ranks ? 

Answer : The troops have always been paid from the Company's Chest ; 
they draw monthly as follows : — Captain Commandant Sd2, Lieutenant S16, 
Ensign S14, Adjutant S9 60, Sergeant S4 80, Corporal S3 60, Gunner 
S3 20. Besides this they get rations of meat, flour, barley, salt, oil, 
vinegar, and kiltum. 

The merchant vessels that had been taken by the pri- 
vateers,* were now in possession of the King's Officers, 
and were wanted for the purpose of shipping produce, but 
as the sailors had all fled, there was a difficulty in pro- 
curing seamen to work them. On the 7th of April, a 
Proclamation was issued, offering a bounty of £5 to old 
seamen and £2 10 for ordinary men, belonging to neutral 
powers, if they would enter on board His Majesty's ships. 
Two days later it was notified that several of the Dutch 
ships would be ready to take in cargo, and, for that pur- 
pose, would lie off the estates of Messrs. Van Hblsdtngen, 
Santheuval and Safpon, (Buimveld^ Houston s^nd LeBejpentir) 
to load sugar, coffee and cotton, after which they would 
go to Barbados under convoy of Commodore Thompson, 
and from thence to London. The vessels were to be loaded 
by the last of June, and the freights would be, for sugar 
7s. 6d. and coffee 9s. per hundred pounds, while cotton 
was 2id. per pound. 

The Dutch soldiers in both rivers were given the option 
of entering the service of His Majesty, or leaving the 
colony in a cartel, but most of them chose the first alter- 
native. Captain Sbvbbyn was allowed to remain on parole, 

* On aoooimt of the privateers aotinfc without proper Commissions the captured Tessels were 
confiscated to the Admimlty, so that neither they nor the King's ships obtained any prise money. 
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as Oommissary of the Stores, but he seems to have been 
very dissatisfied vrith the state of affairs, and, being rather 
hot tempered, protested on several occasions. On the 
25th of May Captain Nicholas Ingram wrote to the Council 
as follows : — 

"In conseqaenoe of orders from Ebwabd Thompboit, all offioers and 
soldiers in the seryice of the West India Company, most embark directly on 
board the Biar for their passage to the cartel intended for Holland. AU who 
do not wish to go must immediately take the oath of allegiance« Any 
inhabitants who may be discontented may also have permission to go to 
Holland by the same opportunity. After taking the oath, soldiers and 
officers will be re-embodied to protect the Colony against pirates, &c., and 
will be paid by the Colony." 

This order did not please the soldiers and ofl&cers, who 
wanted to remain as long as possible without entering 
the English service, in hopes that either the Dutch, or their 
allies the French, might recapture the Colony. The Eng- 
lish, on the contrary, having but a small force, wanted to 
get rid of the malcontents at once, so as to avoid difficulty, 
and therefore pressed the matter to a final decision. The 
Council wanted the soldiers to remain, for the protection of 
the river, but were quite willing to allow the departure 
of those who did not care to do this. A publication was 
issued in Demerara on the 3rd of June, calling on all 
soldiers, sailors and inhabitants, who were unwilling to take 
the oath, to give in their names and prepare to depart^ but 
it does not appear that more than a very few cared to 
accept this ofi^er, although the majority wanted to avoid the 
oath if possible. As so many objections were made to 
Captain Ingram's order, it was repeated by Captain 
Thompson on the 10th, with the addition that " all persons 
shipping goods must take the oath previously, or else 
these (goods) will be subject to confiscation; and, all 
attorneys and managers of plantatious belouging to mer- 
chants of Amsterdam or the Company, must immediately 
take the oath, or resign their trusts." 

2p2 
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As Admiral Eodney had allowed six months' grace, 
these arbitrary decisions created a great deal of ill feeling, 
which lasted for several months. Those who had produoe 
to ship thought it safer to take the oath, but the majority- 
refused, especially in Essequebo, where the opposition 
was strongest. In Demerara, Captain Day seems to have 
overcome the opposition to a great extent, as appears from 
the following Proclamation dated June 30th : — 

*' fij Qbobgb Dat, Commander of H. M, sloop Surprizs, aod Senior Officer 
of H. M. TOMels in Berbice, Demerara and Esseqnebo." 

'' Notice : The oath of allegiance was taken to-day on board the Surprize^ 
by the Commandeur, Council, &c., as follows : — 

<« I do most sincerely promise and swear, in the presence of Almighty God, 
that I will be firm and faithful, and bear true allegiance to His Majesty, 
Qeoboe the Third, King of Great Britain, &c„ &Ci, nor bear arms against 
him, or against the States of the Seven United Provinces, or any other 
European powers with whom that state is in friendship, or take up arms for 
them, as long as His Majesty shall keep possession of this Colony, which 
oath shall be in force and stand good, if approved of by Admiral 
EoDVET and General YAVGHAir, otherwise to be void, and considered as 
not having been made, and consequently everything to remain in the 
same situation as before. 

So help me God ! 

" I shall be on board to administer it (Sundays excepted) until July 31. 
All persons refusing, must give their names to Mr. Van Baerle, Secretary's 
Office, and likewise to me, before that time, and get themselves in readiness 
to leave for Holland in a Cartel to be provided." 

Before the form waa settled, the oath contained, after 
the King's name, the words *' will not bear arms against 
" him in the war with France, Spain and Holland," but 
this being objected to, it was agreed to as above. As will 
be seen later, however, the dispute was by no means settled 
as yet, most of the inhabitants stipulating for the six 
months' grace. 

Another cause of complaint was a notice by Captain 
Thompson on the 1st of June, that all the plantations 
belonging to merchants of Amsterdam were to be surren- 
dered, and on the 27th of July, that the produce of the 
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same plantations must be shipped on board the Lady Johanna^ 
after first deducting the expenses of the estates. This led 
to a great deal of ill-feeling against Captain Thompson, as 
it was considered a breach of the Articles of Capitulation, 
and was followed by a petition to Admiral Rodney for his 
removal. This originated in Demerara, but Thompson 
thought that Essequebo would be more frieadly, as may be 
seen by the following letter to Directeur-Greneral Teotz :— 

Sir, Mr. GiBDinBB will have the honour of presenting this to Your 
Ezcellencj, and of explaining to you an extraordinary piece of conduct 
of the Court of Bemerary, which if you disapprove, as I suppose you must, 
you will he pleased, in two separate addresses to the General and Ad- 
miral, to declare your opinion in a protest against a measure conducted 
without your knowledge or approbation ; if your time had permitted you to 
have visited this river, I could have wished to have talked the matter over 
with you, but Mr. Gabditeb will sufficiently explain the business. 
To Governor Tbotz, I have, &c. Ed. Thohpsoit, 

Essequebo. Hyasna, Demerary. 

The Council passed a resolution^ disapproving the action 
of Demerara^ but whether the protest was sent to the 
Admiral and General, does not appear. 

The supreme authority in the two rivers, was vested in 
the Senior Officer of H. M. fleet, Captain Thompson being 
generally the chief, and, in his absence in Berbice or 
elsewhere, Captain Day. Both of these Captains managed 
to offend the Dutch authorities, so that their relations 
became very much strained, especially in Essequebo. In 
January previous, complaints had been brought before the 
Council, that Spanish vessels were in the habit of coming 
and going to and from the river, without reporting to the 
authorities, which they considered dangerous, as it led to 
desertion of slaves. To prevent this irregularity it was 
ordered that a publication be made, imposing a fine of 
/1 ,000 on any one who should go on board such a vessel, or 
have any correspondence with the officers or crew, unless 
they had previously ascertained that the vessel had been 
properly entered at the Fort* 
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This prohibition did not have any effect, as it was 
necessary to consider a flagrant case on the 31st of March, 
where one Captain Mattheo had stolen some boats and 
slaves, while the river was still under the sovereignty of 
Holland, and Spain therefore a friendly power. It was 
then resolved, without reference to the English authorities, 
who it must be remembered were at this time enemies of 
Spain, to send to the Governor of Spanish Guiana, under 
a flag of truce, to obtain redress. This having been done, 
the answer of the Spanish Governor was brought before the 
Council on the 6th of July, being as follows : — 

Dear and Honourable Sir, — On Monday, the 2dbh day of last month, 
between the hours of two and three p.m. there arrived here at the Fort of 
Old Guyana, Mr. Johahk Neumav, and followers, who were examined by 
Captain Commandant A. £. Paspbie, so as to be allowed to pass in their 
oanoe, under a flag of truce, to deliver a package of letters from your 
Excellency, which the Captain Commandant immediately forwarded by an 
express, kept in readiness for such purposes. After receiving the same, I 
issued orders for JosAinr Nettkait to come up to this town, so that I might 
be enabled to acknowledge in person the receipt of your letter dated 3lst of 
March of this year, and I here express my sympathy for your Excellency in 
learning from your communication, that on the 8th of the same month 
the said colony was surrendered into the hands of His Majesty of Great 
Britain, by reason that this power, according to the enemy's own statement, 
found themselves in dispute with the States General of the United Provinces ; 
and that the garrison of the fort marched out with the honours of war, 
while to prevent all troubles and disturbances the government and magis- 
tracy remained on the same footing. 

« I have also seen from your letter, the complaints against Senor Matbo, 
who some days before these events, being in the mouth of the River 
Essequebo, took possession of a small craft and five negro slaves, belonging 
to an inhabitant of the same colony, named J. Millekbk, and another with 
three negro slaves, belonging to another inhabitant named William Yebitok* 
who had borrowed the said craft from an inhabitant of Demerara named 
E. H. BiSMiireHAic, this having been done at one and the same time, not- 
withstanding that the whole of the River Essequebo was under the rule of 
the States General, from which rule it did not go until the 8th of the same 
month of March: That further on the 10th of the same month, some 
Spaniards, no doubt by order of the said Mateo, made themselves masters 
of a small schooner and all on board, the property of an inhabitant named 
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Nicholas Gi:.ad, and a subject of their High Mightinesses : Further also, 
another craft, belonging to an inhabitant named T. H. Ncrrs, all of which 
your Excellency brings to my knowledge, in order that I may command the 
said Matbo to immediately quit your coast. And, on demand of Mr. Johakit 
NEUUAif, who for that purpose was sent by your Excellency, that all the 
property above stated be returned, viz., what has been stolen by the said 
Mateo, and other Spaniards, who may have been present, according to the 
statement received from you. I express my sympathy for the troubles and 
hardships they are undergoing, from the servants of the King of Britain 
having made themselves masters of the possessions of their High Mighti- 
nesses the States General. I take this opportunity of informing your 
Excellency that the responsibility for the disposal of prizes taken by these 
privateers rests on the Intendant-General, Dr. Josef Dbasalos, residing at 
Garaccas, to whose High Court, all those who find themselves placed in the 
same position as Mr. Glad, must take their cases for investigation, to find 
out if the capturers have acted against the letter of the law ; no other 
power being vested in ma except that I am answerable for the prizes made. 
Having an earnest desire to do your Excellency's pleasure, &c., &c., &c. 

AirroNio de Febedo. 
Guyana 6th May 1781. 

This communication with the enemy annoyed Captain 
Day so much that he wrote to Timdtz on the 3rd of July as 
follows : — 

" T understand that a flag of truce has been sent and returned from 
the Oroonoko and will be glad to know by what authority she was sent 
there and on what account, and the copies of the letters she has brought 
you, (fee., &c., and that no flag may be sent to Oroonoko or any other 
place, in future, without my knowledge and being under my orders." 

At the Council meeting of June 10th Burgher-Captain 
BoTER and the inhabitants of the west coast of Essequebo 
sent a complaint of Spanish aggressions in that district. 
They had met at Bathsheba's Lust to deliberate on their 
deplorable state ; they regretted that the Council had taken 
no action, and agreed to bring the matter again to the 
notice of the Directeur- General. They now implored him 
to look into the matter and help them as soon as possible, 
also to compensate them for their losses through the raids 
of the Spaniards. If help was not given they knew not 
what would happen ; they expected to be ruined, as it was 
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reported that several large boats and canoes were in the 
Pomeroon, only waiting for the full moon and flood tide, to 
make another raid on the coast. They had already con- 
sidered their means of defence, but on account of their 
number being insufficient and the absence of a Burgher- 
post, nothing could be done. They were willing to supply 
slaves in the proportion of one to thirty, and their contin- 
gent of Militia, if the other districts would help them, and 
therefore demanded assistance, intending if it was not 
given, to claim damages. On deliberation, the Council 
said they could not accept such a letter. Captain Seveetn 
stating that he had already proposed to call out the Militia, 
but the Directeur- General had done nothing, at the same 
time protesting that something ought to be done. Not- 
withstanding this the letter was simply " taken for notifi- 
cation." 

In the same letter in which Captain Dat had complained 
of the flag of truce, he called attention to the fact that 
Captain Seveeyn still sat in the Council, and had presided 
in the absence of the Directeur-General. He could only 
look on the Captain as a prisoner of war on parole, and, 
as the cartel had not yet sailed, it was open to him to take 
his passage, but in any case Day would not take notice of, 
or answer, any communication in which Severyn was con- 
cerned. Seveeyn was of course very much annoyed, and 
at once resigned the ofl&ce of Commissary, which he had 
held under an arrangement with Captain Thompson dated 
April 14th. It was then agreed that the " Train," con- 
sisting of the slaves and artificers, as well as the stores 
and provisions, should remain under the direction of the 
Commissary as before, but they were forced to admit that 
there was no provision for his retaining a seat in the 
Qouncil, which he held as Captain Commandant. 

The difficulties in the way of proper communication 
along the coast, both by sea and land, were much felt by 
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the English. They wanted to have the seaboard under 
observation, and the roads put in proper order, so Captain 
Thompson called the attention of the Councils of both 
riyers to these necessities. It was decided by Essequebo 
on April 14th, to have a lighthouse and sea mark on 
Demerara point, as a beacon, the costs to be paid in equal 
shares by Berbice, Demerara and Essequebo. This appears 
to have been intended for the east point of the river, 
where the present lighthouse is situated^ and was con- 
sidered by the Council of Demerara on the 21st of May, 
when it was also resolved to build a quay and dig a canal 
at the Brandwagt. Besides this there was to be another 
lighthouse at the point of Courabanna Creek, to pay for 
which a beacon tax was tp be imposed. It was to be sixty 
feet high, and forty feet in diameter at the base, where it 
was to be ten bricks thick, the top being only two bricks, 
and the cost was estimated at/30,000 ($12,000). 

These and other matters, as well as the ordinary expenses 
of government, required funds, and as the inhabitants had 
lost heavily from their produce having been taken in the 
vessels by the privateers, there was a difGlculty in raising 
enough cash to pay the ordinary salaries. In Demerara it 
was decided by the Council on the 21st of May, that 
*' whereas the navigation to the Netherlands is stopped, 
and it is impossible to obtain bills of exchange to pay 
taxes, these be received in produce at the following rates, 
viz., cotton 14 stivers, coffee 5 stivers, sugar 2^ stivers 
per lb., and rum 1 6 J stivers per gin." This was published 
on the 18 th of July, with the qualification on tke last 
article, '' good rum to sink the bubble at 26, in good casks." 
This and other Publications, were issued under the head- 
ing *'By Edwabd Thompson, Esquire, Captain of the 
Eycena^ and Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty's ships 
and vessels in Demeraiy, Berbice and Essequebo, on tub 
Coast of Guiana, along the Spanii^h Main.'' Public busi- 

2 Q 
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ness was transacted on board either the Hycma or the 
Oroonoko^ the latter being also used for confining prisoners 
and runaway slaves. These vessels appear to have been 
stationed near the mouth of the river, while the Council 
of Policy met at several planters' houses in the neighbour- 
hood, including those of Messrs. Boubda, (Vlissengen) De 
Safihdn, (Le Bepentir) and Swabn, {Kleyn Pouderoyen) as 
well as on Borsselen Island. It appears that the English 
had erected a fort near the mouth of the river, probably 
somewhere in front of Pin. Ldbourgade, now Cumingsburg, 
which they called Fort St. George, where official business 
was transacted from about the end of September. 

On the 10th of August was published the Order in 
Council, confirming the Capitulation, His Majesty being 
graciously pleased to allow the colonies to be governed by 
their present laws, and the same taxes to be collected as 
formerly. 

The six months* grace for taking the Oath, having nearly 
expired, the following Proclamation was issued in Demerara 
on the 29th of September by Captain Thompson : — 

** The 9th October, 1781, the six months for taldog the Oath of allegiance 
will haye expired : All and every one who have not taken the oath, must 
repair to Fort St. George, on the 10th October; those refusing will be 
treated as enemies, their persons seized, and effects confiscated, or allowed 
to depart in a Cartel to be provided.'' 

On the 4tb of October Thompson wrote to Essequebo, 
enclosing a copy of the Oath, which he requested the 
Directeur-General to "have verbally and literally trans- 
lated and administered in the manner of Holland," by a 
qualified person, in the presence of two witnesses and His 
Majesty's Commissary. A Proclamation was issued, simi- 
lar to that of Demerara, calling the inhabitants to re- 
pair to Fort Zeelandia on the 14th, the oath being as 
follows : — 

" I 'f in tbe face of Almighty God, do most solemnly promise 

and swear that I will be firm and faithful, and bear true allegiance to His 
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Hajesfcy George the Third, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, and that / wiU defend him and Iheee territories wUh 
my life and property : So help me Gob 1'^ 

The Council in both rivers strongly objected to the words 
which are placed in italics. Sohutlenbubg and the Council 
of Demerara, wrote a strong protest to Captain Thompson, 
to which he replied as follows : — 

'' Gentlemen, — ^In a letter I wrote last night, partly addressed to yon and 
Mr. BoHUTLrarBTTBo, I promised myself the honoar of expostulating with yon 
on the Capitulation, and nature of the oath therein pledged to be made, and 
I hope for the honour of the Court, I may be so suooessful, that the King 
may not be alarmed for the breach of fidelity in the Magbtraoy of his new 
colony of Demerara. 

" When I parted with Captain Dat I issued a Proclamation to the inhabi- 
tants, recommending them to take the Oath of Allegiance if they shipped 
any produce, or it was liable to confiscation, according to the terms of 
capitulation ; but the colonists, deeming themselyes in a state of neutrality 
from the 9th of April to the dth October, chose to frame a neutral oath, 
under the direction and advice of Mr. 8ohutlbkbub6 ; to this the English 
inhabitants unanimously objected, and framed another. On my return I 
made a third neutral oath for the tender consciences of the Dutch gentlo- 
men, who would not take that framed by the English, who had all objected 
to the first. This was a matter settled for the security of the capitulation 
in the intermediate state of neutrality, (for those) who shipped cargoes for 
Europe and the Isles, but is distinct and separate from the capitulation and 
its terms. 

" But though I recommended, at this period, the Oath of Allegiance, it is 
obvious I had no authority to enforce it when I admitted a neutral one, 
which became of no effect, or force, or consequence, after the 9th day of 
October, when you pledged yourselves to become British subjects, and take 
the Oath of AUegianoe to the British King, and which I now demand of 
your hands, in consequence of the solemn ratification you made with me for 
that purpose on the 9th of April last, therein pledging yourselves, after the 
expiration of six months, to perform the same. If you do not, I shaU be 
under the disagreeable necessity of declaring the capitulation violated and 
void, and command a confiscation of the properties of those ao refusii^. 

*' I wait your reply this day only.** 

I have &c., 

Ep. Thoxpsoit. 
SLM.S. BycBna, Ootr. 14th. 

2q2 
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Tbe Oouncil wrote again to Captain Thompson, and on 
the 17th, at a meeting held in the house of Councillor 
BouBBA, the Commandeur stated that he had received a 
letter, in which the Captain declared that he would 
accept the oath proposed by them, leaving out the ob- 
jectionable words, and that he was waiting at Fort 
St. George to administer the same. There being no objec- 
tion, the Council proceeded to the fort and took the oath. 
On their return to Ylissengen, the Commandeur informed 
them that Lieutenant-Colonel Kingston had returned, and 
was now in the house, and that it was publicly reported 
that His Honour had been appointed Governor of Demerara, 
Esseqaebo and Berbice, for which reason he proposed to 
invite Mr. Kingston to the meeting, to enquire if he had 
any Commission or credentials. Two Councillors and the 
Secretary having been deputed for this object, Kingston 
was introduced, and in answer to the request for informa- 
tion, replied that he had been appointed by General 
NTaughan, at the same time laying his Commission on the 
table. The document having been read. Governor Kingston 
took the oath of fidelity to the King, and his seat as Presi- 
dent of the Council. 

His first act was to direct that the Articles of Capitula- 
tion be read, which having been done, he enquired IE they 
had taken the Oath of Allegiance, to which they replied 
that they had done so the same morning, and would have 
taken it sooner had it not been for some difficulties with 
Captain Thompson. The Governor then laid over the fol- 
lowing explanation of General Yaughan in regard to the 
oath : — 

<< The colonies are not required to take up arms against 
^^ the States of Holland until they shall be ceded by them 
«* to Great Britain." 

An objection was taken to the expression States of Hol- 
land, but as the Governor stated that the English usually 
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said Holland when they meant the United Provinces, 
nothing more was said. 

The Governor then read the following : — 

** Lieutenant Colonel KnresTOH, appointed to the Government of these colo- 
nies by the King's Gommander-in-Ohief, to preside in and govern according 
to all the terms of the Capitnlationy thoroughly persuaded while residing 
among you, of the integrity and honour of the principal inhabitants, thought 
it his duty (though the General had from the first given him the option of 
remaining in your colonies) to represent to His Excellency in fuller terms 
than a letter would admit of, how much Demerary, Essequebo and Berbice, 
wanted his attention, both on account of the many respectable inhabitants, 
and the great value of those settlements. 

*' The Lieutenant-Colonel continuing with you (however honourable and 
advantageous to himself) while some points of the Capitulation were 
imagined to be doubtful, could be of little service to you. 

'' Raving the welfare of your colonies very much at heart, and disdaining 
all private interests, he thought he could serve you better by explaining the 
imagined doubts in person ; this he undertook with pleasure, and had the 
satisfaction to find that he had entertained the same sentiments with the 
King's Commander»-in-Chief respecting the Capitulation, and that all the 
terms thereof were to be understood on the most liberal construction. 

'* The Oath of Allegiance, which alarmed many honourable men, (if it 
implied the taking up Arms against the States of Holland) is explained by 
the Commander-in-Chief of H. M. Land Forces, in the same manner as at 
Martinique during the late war. 

*' His Excellency, General YAiroHAir, desirous to make you easy and happy 
to the utmost in his power, has directed that all persons are to be left in 
possession of their properties — and all attornies (upon taking the Oath of 
Allegiance) are to remain in fall possession and charge, agreeable to the 
Capitulation, unless the Lieutenant-Colonel may find particular reasons to ^ 

alter it. Lieutenant-Colonel KiiresTOH trusts the Dutch will not forget, that 
in this change of dominion from Holland to England, one great object of the 
King's Commanders has been, to prevent as much as possible peaceable in- 
dividuals from feeling the distresses of war, or families meeting with any in- 
terruption to their domestic comforts. 

'* He also trusts that the English and other settlers in these colonies, will 
keep in mind the advantages they have formerly derived from the oounten- ' 

ance and encouragement given them by the Dutch, and that this change will, 
by a return of attention, improve their harmony and friendship. 

*' The French settlers will recollect how much Guadeloupe and Martinique 
flourished last war, under the English Government, and how greatly the ( 
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wealth of those idands increased while permitted to partake of the exieDsi?e 
commerce of England. Similar prospects of advantage are now open to 
them. 

*' The £ing of Great Britain, whose glory it is to promote the happiness 
of M his people, will be gracionslj pleased to extend the protection of his 
arms and convoys to these newly acquired colonies, in the same manner as 
to his natural bom subjects. 

**The English parliament have already prepared bills for admitting the 
produce of these colonies into British ports, upon the same footing with the 
West India Islands, and to allow the same advantages in ail respects. 

*'His Majesty, ever attentive to the interests of his subjects, has, in the 
meantime, issued his order in Council dated the 10th of August 1781, for 
confirming the Articles of Capitulation granted by His Commanders-in-Chief 
to Demerara, Essequebo and Berbice, with all their dependencies, enlarging 
the benefits of that capitulatton so that these colonies may share with all his 
other subjects, the extensive commerce of the whole British Empire. This 
distinguished mark of the Boyal goodness to new subjects will naturally 
create a most grateful return on their part. 

'*To be offered (without solicitation) the government of these colonies, by 
both the Commanders-in-Chief of H. M. Forces, is so very honourable a 
mark of distinction, that while the command and direction rests with the 
Lieutenant-Colonel, the great object of his attention will at all times, be the 
welfare and prosperity of the whole. This can never be better effected than 
by the same application to your affairs that raised your colony to so flourish- 
ing a state, and by concord and unanimity among yourselves, which is recom- 
mended in the strongest terms, without distinction, to all the inhabitants of 
these valuable settlements. 

" From a confidence in the honour of the principal people, when delegated 
a few months past by His Excellency General Yauohav to examine on his 
part, as Commander-in-Chief of H. M. Land Forces, into the state of the 
colonies, as well respecting all civil matters, as the state and quality of the 
artillery, arms, ammunition, and all other stores belonging to the Military 
department, Lieutenant-Colonel EuresTOir has returned to you single and un- 
attended, to carry on the public business of government, without a guard for 
his person, or luggage, without the parade of Secretaries, suite, &c., and not 
so much as one person to be provided for at the expense of the industrious 
colonists. He has it also in charge from the General, at the same time, that 
all duties, taxes and fees, are to be paid to the English Government Ofiicers, 
in the same manner as they have been paid to the DuU^ ; not to create any 
new places, nor imposts of any kind, in these colonies, without an order from 
the Zing's most Excellent Majesty. 

'' Lastly, the good of His Majesty's service and the happiness of the 
people, being a chief object of the Lieutenant-Coloners Instructions, as 
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well as the great end of all goTernmeDtfl, it is hereby directed, that the 
Administration of the Domestic Goyernment in each colony be carried on 
by the proper Magistrates and Civil Officers in the regular course, for the 
good of His Majesty's subjects, with moderation, uprightness and candour.'' 

The Council replied as follows : — 

** We, the Representatiyes of Demerary and its districts, assembled in 
Council, do heartily congratulate your Excellency on your safe arrival, and 
sincerely thank your Excellency for the kind sentiments manifested in your 
Declaration to us and the inhabitants at large. The same affords us all the 
comfort we wanted in the present circumstances, for nothing could be more 
agreeable from your Excellency to us, than the assurance given us that the 
terms of our capitulation are to be understood upon the most liberal con- 
struction, and that you propose to tnake it ihe great object of your attention 
to promote the welfare of the whole^ by the same application to ovr affain 
that has raised the colony to its present flourishing state* 

**We acknowledge ourselves under great obligation to his Britannic 
Majesty's Commanders-in-Chief, Admiral Sir Gboboe Bobnet and the Honour- 
able General Johk Yauohait, for this new mark of their good will and 
affection to this colony, in having fixed the chief command thereof on a 
person esteemed for his eminent qualities and Worthy character. 

*'No less are we indebted to your Excellency for your solicicude in 
providing, at many hazards and much fatigue, such explanations of, or rather 
a confirmation of what was meant in its origin, though abstractedly expressed 
in the general terms of the capitulation. We had nothing so much to ask 
for than the preservation of the rights acquired by hard labour on our 
possessions, and the continuance of those laws and privileges, under which 
they flourished and remain secure, which was as readily as generously 
granted to us by the aforementioned Honourable Gentlemen. 

'* We are happy to perceive that His Britannic Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to ratify those grants, and moreover to take the welfare of the 
colony so much at heart, as to make such a provision as will afford us the 
means to repair those heavy losses sustained by us at the sudden rupture of 
this unlucky war. 

*' We are happy also f>o find by your Excellency's pathetic exhortation 
and wholesome advice to the diSi^rent natives, (nationalities) established in 
community here, that all countenance and encouragement shall be afforded 
as heretofore, to the industrious and the honesty without distinction. It 
will be our serious and constant study to concur with your Excellency in 
this, and in all possible endeavours in preserving that harmony from which 
their happiness is derived, and the welfare of the whole secured. 

*' However perplexed we may be in our present situation, we trust that, 
by your Excellency's wise measures, all matters of government will be 
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carried on with oonoord and such re^larity, that neither of us may be liable 
to incur any just blame from those to whom we remain accountable. 

** Unacquainted as we are with the forms that may be requisite for us to 
obeenre towards your Excellency, we wish, in compliance with our duties, 
not to be wanting in any of those essential points whereof the omission 
might convey the least inattention or disregard, it will therefore be highly 
pleasing to us to be guided and directed therein by your Excellency. 

" We shall beg leave to observe to your Excellency, that formerly the 
total revenues of the Colony were remitted to the West India Company in 
Bills of Exchange and produce of all sorts. These revenues consisted, first, 
in a Poll Tax on every healthy labouring negro, of ten bits or a hard dollar 
per head, and in proportion less for such as were sick or infirm, children 
under twelve years of age being excluded. This tax the said Company 
obtained by Charter from the States, and used to employ in providing, 
partly for the defence of the colony, and partly to pay the salaries of her 
political and train officers and servants, such as Commandeur, Fiscal, Secre- 
tary, First Clerk, &c. Secondly, a' Colony Tax, imposed annually by this 
Assembly on the heads of negroes, more or less, as the exigencies required, 
for matters of public utility,*[the erecting of indispensable edifices, and 
defraying the expenses attending the administration and execution of 
Justice, &c. 

" This economy has raised the colony to its present pitch of eminence, as 
your Excellency beholds it, and by preserving it on the same system, its 
further progress will also be preserved. Meanwhile, we do assure your 
Excellency, that we shall always be ready to make such provisions as the 
nature of the case and the exigencies will make indispensable. We wish 
that all such humane exertions of your Excellency may be crowned with 
success, and that propitious Heaven will, without interruption, preserve 
your health, and bless us with perseverance in all principles of justice and 
equity.** 

This reply having been read, a Proclamation was ordered 
to be made, which was dated the same day, informing the 
inhabitants that Lt.-Ool. Kingston of the 28th Regiment 
had been appointed President and Governor of Demerara, 
Essequebo and Berbice. They were also notified at the 
same time, that the oath would be administered at the 
house of Mr. Boubda on the 22nd and 24th, from 8 a.m. 
till noon, when all persons were expected to appear. The 
oath had now been settled, it simply containing the words, 
** I do sincerely promise and swear that I will be faithfol 
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and bear true allegiance to H. M. King Geobge, &c./' to 
which no objection was made. On the 7th November, 
another Proclamation was issued, giving notice that all 
Dutch attorneys might return to their positions on taking 
the oath. The Governor " trusted that the Dutch would 
not forget, that in this change of dominion the object of 
the King's Commanders is to prevent peaceable individuals 
feeling the distresses of war." 

Kingston went to Essequebo on the 13th of November, 
and, after showing his Commission, assumed the presidency 
of the Council. By his conciliatory Proclamation and 
manner, he managed to reconcile the differences which had 
been produced by the arbitrary decisions of Captains Dat 
and Thompson. The Directeur-General and the Council of 
Essequebo were however still very sore, on account of the 
prominent attitude lately assumed by Demerara, which now 
claimed to be more important than either Essequebo or 
Berbice. 

On the 30th of October, Kingston had called the atten- 
tion of the Council of Demerara to certain complaints of 
Essequebo, in answer to which the following explanation 
was given : — 

" Since tHe separation of the two rivers, the Directenr-GFeneral or 
Gonrt of Esseqnebo, had no right to interfere in Demerarai which was 
always ruled by this Court separately. Any new tax for the colonies 
geneially was deliberated npon in the Combined Assembly. Justice is 
administered here without reference to Essequebo. In cases affecting 
both riyers the Directeur-Q-eneral called a Combined Assembly. As to 
the Directeur-Generars complaint of the capitulation of this river 
without consulting Essequebo we give particulars. Vessels were taken 
in the river before we knew that war had been declared. In the morn- 
ing five Privateers entered the river, and after giving and receiving 
several shot from the battery, demanded the surrender of the shipping 
then lying in the river, allowing us two hours' deliberation, not sufficient 
time for giving notice to Essequebo. No craft was allowed to pass, so 
that even if time had been granted, it could not have been done. As 
regards the sending of the two deputies^ the matter only came up on 
the evening before their departure« as follows : Geobge Day and Fbakcis 

2 B 
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Pendeb, Commanders of H.M. Sloops of war Surprize and Barhuda, 
haying taken this river nnder His Majesty's protection, came ashore in 
the evening and declared that they had no power to grant terms, bnt 
that Captain Fender would depart next day to report to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, wherenpon it was proposed to send two gentlemen 
with hiTYi to obtain as favourable terms as possible. The time bein^ so 
short, the gentlemen were hardly able to regulate their affairs, but 
Captain Pender declaring that he neither could nor would remain long^, 
these gentlemen resolved to go, and did go. This plainly shows the 
impossibility of consulting Essequebo. When the deputies returned, 
they were cordially received by Essequebo. The two rivers separated 
in 1772." 

At the meeting of the Council of Demerara, October 

18th, a letter from Captain Thompson was read, in whioh 

he said that he wished the colony much happiness under 

Lieut.-CoL Kingston. The pressing need of a residence 

for the new Governor was then considered. As for the 

buildings on Borsselen Island they were quite dilapidated, 

and there was no proper place to erect new ones. Inspector 

Canne had gone away, so there was no official that could 

be consulted, it was therefore proposed by the Commandeur 

that Chables Teuffeb be chosed as Inspector of Public 

Buildings, but Fiscal Van Geovestins thought Petbb Jacob 

a more suitable person. After some discussion, it was 

decided that the best place for the Governor's house was 

near the Brandwagt^ and that the buildings should be 

placed in two rows, in the one to be placed the Comii 

House, Secretary's Office, Orphan Chamber, Government 

House for high and low officers and servants, &c., while the 

other Une might be granted to private persons. It was 

further resolved that the two builders, Teuffeb and Jacob, 

should each be asked to draw up a plan of the proposed 

buildings. This project for what afterwards became the 

town of Stabroek and the city of Georgetown, was made 

known to the inhabitants in a Proclanmtion of December 

10th as follows : — 
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" Proclamation 

** By Robert Kingston, Eaqr., Lieutenant-Governor and President 
of the Colonies Demerary, Essequebo, Berbice, and depen- 
dencies, <&c., &c., (SX3., 

"and 

•• The Commandenr and Conncillors of the River Demerary and 
dependencies, &c., &c., &c. 

" The state of the Government buildings for the public business of 
this Colony having been frequently taken into consideration, and the 
many inconveniences that arise from their present situation having 
been maturely deliberated upon, the Lieutenant- Governor and Court 
have come to a Resolution to erect proper buildings for Public Offices at 
the Brandwagt. Out of regard to the convenience and ease of the 
inhabitants, one building will be now erected, the other to be raised 
with all convenience and attention to the modes of payment ; and, as 
there are no monies in hand, it has been found necessary to fix the 
Colony Ongeld at /I. 5, or five and twenty stivers per slave, without 
exception. Wherefore all and everyone are hereby ordered to give in 
the number of negroes they possess before the last day of December at 
the Secretary's Office, on pain of those that neglect it being proceeded 
against according to such penalties as have been directed before the 
Capitulation. 

" Published in Rio Demerary the 10th December, 1781, by order 
of the Honourable House. 

'* Jags. Andbiessen, Jr., 

" First Clerk, 
" Secretary's Office." 

It was all very well to project a new set of buildings, 
but not so easy to get them erected. When the river was 
captured, the cash in both the Company's and Colony Chests 
had been confiscated, 'and the taxes were barely sufficient 
to pay current expenses. A carpenter was asked to esti- 
mate the cost of removing the public buildings from 
Borsselen to the Brandwagt, but as he put it down at 
/12,000, the Council thought they could erect new ones 
for that. Joseph Bourda ofifered a house frame, which he 
had prepared for himself, so as to save time, but whether 
this was accepted or not does not appear. On the 21st of 

2b2 
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November the plan and estimate for a building, to contain a 
Council Hall, and rooms for the Grovemor and Secretary, 
was laid over. It was estimated at first to cost/25,000, 
but having been reduced to /1 7,500, the contract was given 
to a Mr. OvERBEOBK, to be paid for in instalments, with six 
per cent interest on the balance. The Colony cash having 
been retained by Captain Thompson, a loan was taken from 
the Company's (now King's) Chest, to be repaid when the 
Ongeld was collected. 

From a statement made in the Council on the 22nd of 
November, it appears that the revenue of Demerara was 
as follows, viz.. Colony taxes : — Ongeld /5,000, Church and 
Poor y7,000, Vendue tax of one per cent /4,000 ; total 
/17,000. King's taxes : — Head money /18,000, Last money 
(Tonnage duty) /2,000; total /20,000. Besides these the 
export duties on rum, molasses and timber, would amount 
to about y9,000. The Company's revenue had amounted 
to something like/120,000, but this was made up by about 
/90,000 from the import and export duties paid in the 
Netherlands. From this, it paid its servants and the 
principal expenses of the colony, salaries being paid in 
assignats. The Ongeld varied according to circumstances 
and from it were paid the expenses of the Court of Justice, 
Orphan Chamber, compensation for negroes banished or 
executed, erection and maintenance of bridges over creeks 
and canals, boarding the Councillors when in session, part 
of the Predicant's salary, and the upkeep of colony buildings. 
Captain Thompson had imposed tonnage dues of five 
stivers per ton for vessels below a hundred tons, and seven 
and a half stivers for those of heavier burden, to pay for 
the erection of a light-house, but this had apparently not 
been yet commenced. That gentleman had also made some 
land concessions, and appointed several new officers, 
without consulting the Council of Policy, which they 
thought a serious grievance. He had insulted the Fiscal, 



THE THREE RIVERS CAPTURED. 809 

L. T. D. VAN Gbovestins, wbo resigned his office in January 
1782, and was succeeded by Antony Mbbbtbns. The new 
officials haying been called upon to show their appointments 
and give in their accounts, Henbt Tollbndy appeared 
before the Council on the 20th of November, and laid over 
his authorisation as Deputy Collector of the King's Taxes 
under Valentine Jones. He had received and paid to 
Captain Thompson /18,725.10, besides which he had on 
hand /365. He complained of the impossibility of collect- 
ing taxes; several persons had sent him the very worst 
produce, a certain high gentleman in Essequebo having 
paid in cofiee, which was so very bad that he doubted if it 
could be sold at all. 

As the Road Ordinance had not been complied with, a 
Proclamation was issued on the 5th November. All owners 
of estates, on the east from Borsselen to Courabanna Creek 
and on the west from Borsselen to the Boerasirie Creek^ 
were bound to make up a road for *^ foot and horse passen- 
gers,*' of the width of eight feet, before the last day of 
December, which road was to correspond with each estate, 
on pain of a fine of /300. Bridges were also to be erected, 
of at least six feet in breadth, and be kept in good repair, 
under a penalty of /25, those across the Canals, the Hobabo 
Creek, and the creek running through the land of the heirs 
of Bye Hendbiese (a bend of the Courabanna) being built 
and kept up at the expense of the colony, and twelve feet 
wide. The roads over the former Company*s (now King's) 
paths, that were unsettled, must be kept in repair by the 
owners of the adjoining plantations, who would be allowed 
the use of them to grow provisions, until disposed of other- 
wise. Everyone was to have liberty to travel on these roads, 
either on foot or horseback, without hindrance or molesta- 
tion in any way, on pain of a fine of /1 00. No one should 
dare to commit any insolence or brutality in passing, or 
ride out of the road, nnder a penalty of /200. 
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The carelessness of ship captains was considered in the 
Council on the 23rd of November. It had always been cus- 
tomary for vessels, when entering the river, to report at 
the Braudwagt, the Captain or first Mate coming ashore 
and exhibiting their papers, both on entering and going out, 
which custom had been neglected since the late abandon- 
ment of the Brandwagt. It was resolved to issue a Publi- 
cation, that all vessels entering the river or departing, 
should be bound to anchor before Fort St. George, or be- 
tween that and the former Brandwagt, when the Captain 
or first Mate must bring ashore the ship's papers and ex- 
hibit them to the Governor, from whom they would then 
receive permission to enter or go out further. As there 
were no soldiers to garrison Fort St. George, and this regu- 
lation could only be enforced by firing on those vessels 
which refused to comply, it was resolved to engage 25 
men, and procure 20 cannon, the former to be paid in 
assignats at twelve months, receivable in payment of taxes. 

At the same meeting it was stated that there were several 
persons in the river, who followed no trade, nor had any 
fixed residence, but lived on the plantations, to the great 
burthen of the owner, and tending to disturb the peace. 
It was resolved te give notice, that those who had no fixed 
place of abode be obliged to provide such before the 1st of 
March of next year, and give notice at the Secretary's 
Office, or leave the colony at once, all planters being 
warned not to lodge such idlers. This Publication was 
accordingly issued, idlers being warned, that if they did 
not immediately engage themselves in some employ pro- 
ceedings would be taken against them. 

The necessity for a jail was considered on the 18th of 
October. Prisoners had hitherto been kept in charge of 
the soldiers, and, since the capture by the British, on one 
of H. M. Ships, There were then two prisoners, one of 
them named Bdwabd Wade, being under a charge of murder 
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and sentenced to undergo *• sliarp examination " or torture. 
Governor Kingston said that the prisoners might be secured 
on board one of the vessels, but as for the torture, he 
could not help remarking, *^ that in all places under the 
dominion of Great Britain, torture must be reckoned as 
unpermitted." 

The tax and fee on the manumission of slaves was in 
existence at this time, as appears from the application of 
Engbl Lonoke, who, on November 23rd, stated that " he 
had a child by one of his negro wenches called Susanna, 
which negro wench and child were still under the yoke of 
slavery, from which he wished to free them, and prayed 
the Court to grant such freedom."* This was not allowed 
at that meeting, he being told that the charges were to be 
paid first. 

On the 24th of January 1782, the salary of Governor 
Kingston was settled to be /1 5,000, to be paid jointly by 
the two rivers and Berbice, but unfortunately the course 
of events prevented his receiving even an instalment of it. 
There is no doubt that he made a favourable impression on 
both Dutch and English colonists, as, although they suffered 
a great deal from the loss of their produce on the first 
raid by the privateers, and felt very uncomfortable under 
Captain Thompson, there is not the slightest sign of ill- 
feeling against Kingston. Essequebo, being under a cloud, 
naturally received less advantage than Demerara, which 
now took its proper position as the more important river 
of the two. A number of English settlers arrived from 
Barbados, some of whom received land g^nts, and, owing 
to the river being open to English merchants, trade in- 
creased to a considerable extent. Among tbe Publications 
of 1781, it is interesting to note, that on August 19th, the 
BiOvd. Mr. Baggs was to preach at Borsselen Island. He 

* The above auotation is in the words of the Dutch U-analaton« the minatas being in both 
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was probably one of the Army or Navy Chaplains, and the 
first clergyman of the English Church allowed to officiate 
in the goyemment buildings. 



[end of the pibst volume.] 
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